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Special to the Times

The Beacon Hill Art Walk is 
moving to the fall with a special 
online format. 

For health and safety reasons 
the event cannot be held in per-
son, so artists have gathered some 
of their favorite works from the 
past year for a two-day art sale. 
The event will take place Satur-
day, Oct. 3, and Sunday, Oct. 4, at 
http://beaconhillartwalk.com/, and 
the website will go live Saturday, 
Oct. 3. at 9 a.m. 

 Each of the artists selected to 
participate in this year’s event will 
submit 20 pieces of work to the 
sale. There will be a wide selec-
tion of one-of-a-kind works from 

painters, sculptors, photographers, 
jewelry makers, illustrators and 
more. 

 “These artists really need our 
support right now,” said Jen Mat-
son, a Beacon Hill Art Walk orga-
nizer. “COVID has had a profound 
effect on Boston-area artists. Not 
just in terms of lost revenue, but 
many have struggled to remain 
inspired and creative in a time of 
isolation.”

 The Beacon Hill Art Walk nor-
mally takes place on the first Sun-
day of June throughout the nooks 
and crannies of Beacon Hill’s 
North Slope.

 Residents open up their private 
gardens, alleyways, and courtyards 

and allow artists to display and sell 
their artwork. It is a chance for vis-
itors to tour the private spaces of 
Beacon Hill while viewing original, 
handmade artwork. Thousands 
of people attend each year. It is a 
free popular event in the neighbor-
hood, with a festive atmosphere 
and volunteer musicians playing 
in various gardens throughout the 
day. Around 100 artists usually 
participate, with a variety of styles, 
media, and subject matter. Visi-
tors enjoy a unique atmosphere 
boasting bursts of colors at the 
background sound of live classical, 
klezmer, and folk music playing in 
various gardens throughout the 
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For the latest news in Beacon Hill that you need to know, check 

www.beaconhilltimes.com

Happenings on charles Street
BHBA 

Sidewalk 
Sale

Story and more photos on Page 8.

A gentleman shops at The Flat of the Hill during the September 26 
Sidewalk Sale.

Aarti Khullar trying on studded 
earrings at December Thieves.

Debbie Sullivan and Laurie Wells shopping at Red Wagon.

beacon Hill Art Walk returns Oct. 3-4 as online art sale

BHCA Letter to the Zoning 
Board of Appeal in Opposition to  
Zoning Relief  for 7 Smith Court 
(Additional Floor and Roof Deck)

September 28, 2020
City of Boston Zoning Board of 

Appeal 
1010 Massachusetts Ave, 4th 

Floor 
Boston, MA 02118 
Re: Hearing Date – September 

29, 2020 - Case: BOA-999497; 

Address: 7 Smith Court, Ward 3; 
Applicants: Timothy Burke and 
Jeff Miller; Articles: 15(15-15-1) 
and 20(20-4); Purpose: Construct 
addition on Third Floor for new 
family room and bathroom, and 
Construct new roof Deck; For: 
Permit ALT903609. 

Dear chair Araujo and Mem-
bers of the board: 

The Beacon Hill Civic Asso-
ciation is strongly opposed to 

the zoning relief sought by the 
applicants, the owner of 7 Smith 
Court, Jeff Miller, and his archi-
tect, Tim Burke, because if the 
zoning relief that is being sought 
is granted by the Zoning Board 
of Appeal (“Board”), the appli-
cants intend to significantly and 
irreparably alter and damage the 
important historic wooden house 

(BHCA Pg. 9)

By Dan Murphy

As a Beacon Hill resident and a 
mother of four, including one child 
with special needs, Allie Carroll 
said she was hard-pressed to find 

many suitable activities for her 
kids in the neighborhood, which 
is what compelled her to open 
RAINBOWS Pottery Studio at 

charles Street pottery 
studio has kids in mind

RAINBOWS campers returning to the studio for more art exploration 
after some much-needed outdoor time.

(rAimBoW, Pg. 2)
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day. Organizers hope to welcome 
everyone back to Beacon Hill in 
the summer of 2021.

 This program is supported in 
part by a grant from the Boston 
Cultural Council, a local agency, 
which is funded by the Massachu-
setts Cultural Council, and admin-
istered by the Mayor’s Office of 
Arts and Culture.

Rainbow (from pg. 1)

aRt walk (from pg. 1)

*All participants will receive $25 after completion of their 
visit. To complete the visit, participants must create an 
account, give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and have their 
measurements taken (height, weight, blood pressure, etc.), 
and give blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services.

Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?
You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300 
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Special to the Times

The driver who struck and killed 
5-year-old Adrianna Mejia-Rivera 
and her 2-month-old baby sis-
ter Natasha Nicole Mejia-Rivera 
in Revere in 2018 has pleaded 
guilty to motor vehicle homicide 
charges, Suffolk County District 
Attorney Rachael Rollins said.

During a change of plea hear-
ing that was conducted today via 
Zoom, AUTUMN HARRIS, 43, of 
Beacon Hill pleaded guilty to two 
counts of negligent misdemeanor 
motor vehicle homicide.  Suffolk 
Superior Court Judge Linda Giles 
sentenced Harris to a total term of 
4.5 years in a House of correction, 
six months suspended and 4 years 
of probation following release and 
other conditions.  Specifically, the 
defendant received 2.5 years in the 
Suffolk County House of Correc-
tion on one count of motor vehicle 
homicide.  On the second count, 
Judge Giles sentenced Harris to a 
consecutive term of 2.5 years in 
the House of Correction, of which 
she will serve two years and the 
remainder will be suspended for 
a probationary term of four years.  
During that time, the defendant 
will be prohibited from operat-
ing a motor vehicle on a private 
or public way and will lose her 
license for 15 years. She must also 
be alcohol and drug free as she 
will be subjected to random test-
ing by the Massachusetts Proba-
tion Department.  Lastly, she must 
attend and complete the Brains at 
Risk program which brings aware-
ness to the devastating effects of 

traumatic brain injuries. 
Second Assistant District Attor-

ney Masai King told the court that 
Harris was driving northbound 
on Revere Beach Parkway shortly 
after 5:00 p.m. on December 9, 
2018, when her 2015 Chevy Equi-
nox left the roadway and traveled 
onto the center median where the 
two victims, their mother, anoth-
er adult and a two-year-old child 
were waiting for the walk signal in 
order to cross the street. 

Adrianna, the five year old, was 
pronounced deceased at the scene.  
Natasha, her two month old sister, 
was rushed to Massachusetts Gen-
eral Hospital, where she died of 
her injuries two days later.

State Police detectives assigned 
to District Attorney Rollins’ 
office led the investigation with 
assistance from the Revere Police 
Department.  The defendant made 
statements admitting to drink-
ing one beer that afternoon and 
vaping non THC cannabinoid oil 
while operating the vehicle.  Offi-
cers who responded to the scene 
located an open can of Budweiser 
outside of the driver’s side door of 
Harris’ SUV, and a vape pen was 
found inside the vehicle.  

The defendant made additional 
statements that she had taken a 
muscle relaxant and melatonin the 
previous night and had only slept 
for two hours before performing 
a full day of work prior to the 
crash.  She admitted that she may 
have “nodded off” while driving.  
In addition, she failed a series of 
field sobriety tests administered 

at the scene of the crash and at 
the Revere State Police barracks.  
However, a Drug Recognition 
Expert evaluated Harris and deter-
mined that she did not exhibit any 
signs of intoxication.  In addition, 
an analysis of blood drawn from 
Ms. Harris after the incident also 
yielded a negative result for alco-
hol. 

“Two beautiful children are 
gone as a result reckless behavior 
that could have been prevented. 
Ms. Harris may not have intend-
ed to cause harm, but she failed 
to show any concern for the fore-
seeable consequences of driving 
a nearly two-ton vehicle while 
incapacitated.  Her choice was 
made with complete disregard for 
the lives and safety of others, and 
she is being held accountable for 
the harm she inflicted,” District 
Attorney Rollins said. “Adrianna 
and Natasha’s parents had to bury 
their only children.  When I look 
at the pictures of these beautiful 
children, I can’t begin to compre-
hend the depths of their anguish.  
I only wish we were able to get a 
more significant sentence for this 
defendant. Had the case of intoxi-
cation been stronger, we would be 
looking at a different outcome.’’

My Office will continue to be 
here to support these parents and 
provide assistance and resources 
to help them in their long and con-
tinued journey toward healing.”

Edith Ayuso is the assigned Vic-
tim Witness Advocate.  Harris was 
represented by Attorney Jeffrey 
Miller.

beacon Hill woman pleads guilty to motor vehicle homicide

15R Charles St.
Carroll, a 12-year resident of 

Myrtle Street, was able to achieve 
what she describes as this seeming-
ly “impossible” dream of becom-
ing the proprietor of a Charles 
Street business by sinking her life 
savings into the venture.

“I put my life savings into ren-
ovating the space so it would be 
exactly what I envisioned for both 
the adults and children of the com-
munity,” Carroll wrote. “There 
was nothing like this on the street, 
and I couldn’t wait for people to 
enjoy it.”

After shuttering in mid-March 
in accordance with Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s response to the current 
public-health crisis, RAINBOWS 
 reopened May 20, but business 
didn’t start to pick up again until 
the end of August, Carroll said, 
and even now, her revenues are 
only a quarter of what they were 
at this time last year.

The popular summer camp that 
RAINBOWS launched upon the 
business’s inception has suffered 
similarly: it typically serves 120 
campers each summer, but that 
number dwindled to just 30 this 
past summer.

(Despite RAINBOWS’ recent 
revenue losses, Carroll said she 
still opens the studio pro bono for 
specific groups about twice each 
week.)

The camp runs from 9 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m., based on demand, 
and when camp isn’t in session, 
RAINBOWS’ business hours are 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m., seven days a 
week. While these are the “guar-
anteed” hours of operation, Car-
roll said she is also willing to open 
the business “at any hour, at any 
time” for customers, and that the 
studio is also available for ladies 
nights, bachelorette parties, bridal 
showers, baby showers and private 

events.
One major way that RAIN-

BOWS has adapted to the pan-
demic is that patrons no longer 
shape the pottery pieces themselves 
before each one is fired and glazed 
on site, but instead now they pick 
from pre-made pieces, including 
pots, plates, mugs, figurines, pig-
gy-banks, jewelry boxes, to deco-
rate and paint while at the studio. 

Children can put their finished 
work on consignment with RAIN-
BOWS, which displays it in the 
studio and sends kids a check from 
the business’s account after each 
piece sells. “In addition, children 
are encouraged to paint pottery 
as ‘gifts’ for people who may need 
to receive some thing to keep their 
spirits up during this time,” Car-
roll added.

RAINBOWS’ other offerings 
include to-go paint kits (couri-
ered or pick-up options); private 
events/parties (in-home or at the 
studio for groups of no more than 
eight); and painting at any time by 
appointment or walk-in, and the 
studio also offers custom pieces of 
pottery hand-painted by Carroll 
for sale.

Yet despite a recent uptick in 
business, Carroll is now faced with 
the difficult decision of permanent-
ly shutting down RAINBOWS or 
instead soldiering on through these 
trying times.

“RAINBOWS is a place for 
love,” Carroll wrote. “The love 
of it and for it has kept it fruitful 
and making ends meet during this 
time. RAINBOWS loves Boston 
and needs a little extra Boston love 
now.”

Visit RAINBOWS Pottery Stu-
dio online at rainbowspottery.
com, or reach Allie Carroll by 
phone at 617-306-6131 for more 
information or to schedule a visit 
to the studio.

THINK OF IT AS AN 
OWNER’S MANUAL
 FOR YOUR MONEY.

The free Consumer Action
Handbook. It’s in print and
online at ConsumerAction.gov.
Order your free copy online
at ConsumerAction.gov or 
write to Handbook, Pueblo, 
CO 81009. 

John Hopkins alumni celebrating their alma mater by reminiscing about 
the “good old days” and the years they spent together during a reunion 
at RAINBOWS Pottery Studio.
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Staff Report

Suffolk County District Attor-
ney Rachael Rollins announced 
this week the expansion and revi-
sion of a database comprised of 
law enforcement personnel whose 
prior conduct could impact their 
credibility as witnesses in a court 
proceeding. The database is called 
LEAD – Law Enforcement Auto-
matic Discovery. 

“The database will be one pil-
lar of my office’s Integrity Review 
Bureau,” said Rollins. “As mem-
bers of law enforcement, we are 
held to a higher standard. We in 
law enforcement cannot adequate-
ly perform our duties if the com-
munity does not trust us or believes 
that we lack integrity. That does 
nothing to keep our communities 
safe; to solve crimes; and to foster, 
cultivate, and build mutual trust 
and respect between the police 
and the people and communities 
they serve.  The LEAD database 
will help us ensure that the legal 
process works and people charged 
with crimes by our office receive all 
of the information they are enti-
tled to in order to properly defend 
themselves.  The Constitution 
requires as much.’’

 “If testimony provided by pros-
ecution witnesses is suspect, then 
the criminal legal system itself is 
suspect,” Rollins continued. “All 
of us in law enforcement must be 
beyond reproach because what we 
do impacts matters of life, death, 
and freedom for the general public.

“The overwhelming majority 
of law enforcement officers and 
employees in Suffolk County are 
dedicated and compassionate pro-
fessionals who provide exemplary 
service to the communities they 
serve,” Rollins added. “The data-
base is not voluminous, but the 
actions of the officers within LEAD 
are harmful, or potentially harmful 
to the community and the criminal 
legal system. When the credibility 
of law enforcement is in question, 
all participants in the system – and 
the public – should be aware of 
that. The people of Suffolk Coun-
ty deserve to know that the public 
officials they rely on for their safety 
are truly invested in it. Anything 
less is a betrayal of their trust and 
our obligation to serve.”

The LEAD database current-
ly has some 136 names of law 
enforcement officers who work, 
have worked, or could work in 
Suffolk County, including State 

Troopers, MBTA police, and police 
officers from Boston, Chelsea and 
Revere.

More than 115 names have 
been added by the Suffolk DA’s 
office in the last year.

There are several ways in which 
an individual can be added to the 
database, including: an investiga-
tion or prosecution into criminal 
conduct in any jurisdiction; an 
investigation in any jurisdiction 
based on discriminatory or defam-
atory actions, language or conduct 
targeting any protected category or 
class (including but not limited to: 
race; color; religious creed; nation-
al origin; immigration status; sex; 
gender identity; sexual orientation; 
pregnancy; ancestry; or status as a 
veteran); an investigation, includ-
ing a law enforcement agency’s 
internal affairs or anti-corruption 
units/divisions in any jurisdiction 
casting doubt upon truthfulness or 
integrity; or a finding in any juris-
diction by a judge, an administra-
tive agency, review board, or any 
oversight entity created by the leg-
islature, federal, state, county, local 
or municipal elected official(s), 
or the like, that the individual 
employed by a law enforcement 
agency is not credible.

Rollins said her office is commit-
ted to a policy to ensure both that 
law enforcement agencies are kept 
apprised of their officers’ activities 
that come under scrutiny by the 
office, and that defendants have 
access to information concerning 
alleged misconduct of prosecution 
witnesses, regardless of its admissi-
bility in court.

“In these uncertain times that 
we as a nation find ourselves in, 
with so much tension and mistrust 
between law enforcement and the 
communities we are sworn to pro-
tect, we must maintain credibility 
in everything we do,”  Rollins said.

As part of District Attorney 
Rollins’ review and administration 
of the database, inclusion in the 
LEAD Database and removal from 
the database will mirror statuto-
ry time guidelines concerning the 
admissibility of prior convictions 
that is set forth in state law. This 
disclosure protocol exceeds any 
current statutory and common law 
obligation and does not concede 
admissibility in any court proceed-
ing. 

“The clock starts running from 
disclosure.  So to be clear, when 
we learn of Internal Affairs or 
Anti-Corruption investigations 

through the Boston Globe, the 
Dorchester Reporter, Common-
wealth Magazine, or any other 
media outlet or publication and 
not our law enforcement partners, 
the clock starts running from the 
article date, not the infraction or 
investigation date. This should 
hopefully encourage disclosure and 
cooperation,” said Rollins.

Officers can appeal in writing to 
the DA’s office when they believe 
that they should be excluded from 
the list and those appeals will be 
reviewed initially by the First Assis-
tant District Attorney and General 
Counsel, and then ultimately by 
the District Attorney. 

 “This is a living document,’’ 
Rollins concluded. “Names will 
be added to it, when, for example 
we are made aware of an investi-
gation or any of the other entry 
criteria, and names can come off if 
an investigation exonerates some-
one, or an appeal is sustained. The 
Suffolk County District Attorney’s 
Office discovery policy will meet 
or exceed constitutional and ethi-
cal obligations and reflect a culture 
of integrity, transparency and hon-
esty.”

Suffolk DA rollins announces expansion of LeAD database
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By John Lynds

The COVID-19 infection rate in Beacon Hill 
and surrounding neighborhoods increased only 
2.2 percent in one week according to the latest 
city statistics. 

According to the latest data released by the Bos-
ton Public Health Commission (BPHC) on Friday 
Beacon Hill, as well as the North End, West End, 
Back Bay and Downtown the infection rate rose 
2.2 percent since last week. The last increase week 
over week was 4.6 percent. 

The BPHC data released last Friday showed 
Beacon Hill, North End, West End, Back Bay and 
Downtown had an infection rate of 115.2 cases 
per 10,000 residents, up from 112.7 cases per 
10,000 residents last Friday. 

The number of confirmed cases in the area 
increased from 628 cases to 642 cases as of last 
Friday. 

However, compared to other neighborhoods 
Beacon Hill, North End, West End, Back Bay and 
Downtown have the second lowest infection rates 
among residents second to only Fenway.

Beacon Hill is also still well below the city’s 
average infection rate of 247.8 cases per 10,000 
residents. 

Last week the BPHC reported that 22,746 
Beacon Hill, North End, West End, Back Bay and 
Downtown residents were tested for COVID-19 
and the data shows that only 1.2  percent of those 
tested were COVID positive. This was an increase 
of 33 percent from the 0.9 percent testing positive 
as reported last Friday. 

Overall since the pandemic began 2.8 per-
cent of Beacon Hill, North End, West End, Back 
Bay and Downtown residents were found to be 
COVID positive. 

The statistics released by the BPHC as part of 
its weekly COVID-19 report breaks down the 
number of cases and infection rates in each neigh-
borhood. It also breaks down the number of cases 

by age, gender and race.
Citywide positive cases of coronavirus rose 

nearly 3 percent  last week from 16,703 cases to   
17,186 cases. So far 14,174 Boston residents have 
fully recovered from the virus and one additional 
resident died last week bringing the total of fatali-
ties in the city to 762.

During his daily press briefing on the virus Fri-
day, Mayor Martin Walsh said Boston’s positive 
test rate is at 2.7%, roughly level with the week 
before. 

“Our daily average for new positive tests is 
49, down slightly from the week before,” he said. 
“We have seen a slight increase in our hospitaliza-
tion numbers, but it has not crossed our threshold 
for major concern. We are monitoring it carefully, 
and the City will continue to bring resources to 
where they are needed.”

The Mayor said we need everyone to remain 
vigilant with face coverings, hand washing, and 
social distancing to help keep the numbers under 
control. 

“On Monday of this week, Boston Public 
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TRUMP’S TAXES: SHOCKING,              
BUT NOT SURPRISING

The recent disclosure by the New York Times of President Donald Trump’s 
personal tax returns for nearly a 20-year period, up to and including his 2017 
return (which Trump would have filed in April, 2018), presents  evidence of the 
extent both of Trump’s tax avoidance schemes and the precarious situation of his 
personal finances.

Trump always has stated his disdain for taxes. While it may be true that he 
has been able to avoid paying taxes because of loopholes that favor the wealthy, 
especially real estate developers, what really stands out is the bottom line figure 
of $750 in taxes that he paid in BOTH 2016 and 2017.

Americans who make only the minimum wage pay far more in federal income 
taxes than Trump paid in 2016 and 2017. 

In addition, anyone who has filed a tax return for more than one year knows 
that it is almost impossible to have the same bottom line figure in two consec-
utive years (which is especially true for someone like Trump, who has multiple 
business ventures), unless you go out of your way to manipulate the figures.

Another fact that is evident from the tax returns is that Trump is hardly the 
mogul billionaire he always has claimed to be. The tax returns demonstrate that 
Trump is a truly terrible businessman.

Just as Trump’s casinos and other projects failed miserably in the late 1980s 
and early 90s, his high-end golf clubs around the world are a cash sinkhole for 
him today.

Most disturbing however, the tax returns demonstrate the extent to which 
Trump personally is deeply in debt. Trump has almost half a billion dollars in 
loans (that he personally guaranteed) coming due within the next four years, but 
few liquid assets available to cover this huge debt.

Given that we know Trump is the ultimate embodiment of a pay-to-play presi-
dent, does anyone doubt that Trump’s desperate need to curry favor either with a 
bank, an exceedingly-wealthy individual, or a corrupt foreign country in order to 
refinance his huge debt could compromise his sworn oath to protect and defend 
the Constitution of the United States?

Finally, the story in the Times makes it clear that for Trump, his re-election 
is highly personal. If he loses in November, he almost certainly will be facing 
heightened scrutiny by the IRS and federal authorities relating to his tax filings. 
He also will have no ability to leverage the office of President in order to obtain 
refinancing for his huge debt.

The danger lurking for our country is that we know that Trump will go to 
any extent to win the election -- and that does not bode well for our democracy.

 SUFFOLK DA ROLLINS STEPS UP
The announcement this week by Suffolk County District Attorney Rachael 

Rollins that her office will be expanding the database (often referred to as LEAD) 
that is comprised of law enforcement personnel whose prior conduct could 
impact their credibility as witnesses in a court proceeding comes as welcome 
news to every citizen in the Commonwealth.

The LEAD (Law Enforcement Automatic Discovery) database includes offi-
cers who have had incidents of untruthfulness, criminal convictions, candor 
issues, or some other type of issue reflecting on their ability to perform their job 
impartially, including discriminatory or defamatory actions, language or conduct 
targeting any protected category or class, based on race; color; religious creed; 
national origin; immigration status; sex; gender identity; sexual orientation; 
pregnancy; ancestry; or status as a veteran.

Although the LEAD database has been in existence for a while, Rollins has 
expanded it with the addition of 115 officers to a new total of 136 names of law 
enforcement officers who work, have worked, or could work in Suffolk County.

The list includes former police officers in the cities of Boston, Revere, and 
Chelsea, as well as MBTA police and Massachusetts State Troopers.

We hasten to point out that the expansion of the LEAD database should not 
be seen as a reflection that in any way casts doubt upon the basic honesty and 
integrity of those who work in our police departments.

Even though a total of 136 officers (most of whom have resigned or retired) 
may seem like a large figure, it represents only a small fraction of the overwhelm-
ing majority of our men and women who wear a badge and who do their job, 
day-in and day-out, protecting our citizenry with honor, dignity, and compassion. 

The criminal justice system is imperfect, even under the best of circumstances, 
for everybody involved, victims and defendants alike. 

We applaud District Attorney Rollins for taking this step to ensure that every 
citizen of our state -- not merely Suffolk County residents -- receive a fair trial, 
which is an essential cornerstone of our democracy.

cOVID-19 Update for beacon Hill
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The footprints in the last clue are at the entrance to Old City Hall. 
Boston Magazine reported that this donkey stands here because Roger 
Webb, who preserved the building, purchased the donkey to be a dis-
traction for youngsters on a Freedom Trail walk. When some building 
tenants asked for equal time for Republicans, he had footprints with ele-
phants engraved on them made so they could “Stand in Opposition.”

Do you have a favorite building or detail you would like featured? Send 
an email to Penny@BostonZest.com with your suggestion.

Real Estate Transfers

tHIS WEEK'S cLUE

Attention to Detail
By Penny CheruBino

tHIS WEEK'S ANSWEr
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE

BACK BAY 

Moreno-Barker, Celsa Nogueira, Grace M 280 Commonwealth Ave #G7   $475,000
Goulas, Steven                     Fraas, Stefan 76 Commonwealth Ave #9     $560,000

BEACON HILL
Busch, Susan Lanning, Ronald D    95 Beacon St #5                $1,600,000
Jones, David B        Daniel E Power IRT       45 Mount Vernon St #4A    $998,000
Geffrey, Alexandra Daly Pension RT          6 Whittier Pl #7L                $408,500
    
BAY VILLAGE/SOUTH END/KENMORE
FTGS RT                  Hislop, Patricia M 234 Causeway St #709        $1,450,000
Quirk, Michael S     Dolan, Kashine M        10 Cumston St #10             $2,750,000 
Pedicini, Alex J Santaniello, Alexander  108 E Brookline St #3           $650,000
Piotrkowski, Susan J   Piper Lee Est         54 E Springfield St #1       $700,000
Yan, Zhong-Hua           Droujinine, Ilia 125 Park Dr #27              $545,000 
Lee, Claudia Rodriguez, Madeline   71 Rutland St #2              $750,000
Leuchtner, Robert Gary Arena RET       37 Upton St #1                 $1,670,000
Howard, Elizabeth L      Cashman, Michael       152 W Concord St #1         $2,190,000
Furtado, Paul Blumsack, Scott D    100 Waltham St #1            $1,615,000
Irvine, Meredith Stephen H Taber FT      79 Waltham St #1            $1,300,000
Donna L Matson RET        Barron, Arnold S        1313 Washington St #714     $2,000,000
Mcmahon, Kip            Pishi NT              156 Worcester St #4         $1,180,000

WATERFRONT/DOWNTOWN
Callahan, Ellen Gulla, Gina 357 Commercial St #816     $915,275
Miljacki, Ana          Ziam FT              449-463 Washington St #8B   $800,000

uPdate (from pg. 4)

From Boston Police Area A-1
COMMUNITY SERVICE OFFICE: 617-343-4627

DRUG UNIT: 617-343-4879 • EMERGENCIES: 911

BEACON HILL BEAT

Larceny - bike
09/18/20- The victim report-

ed his Street Road bike was sto-
len while locked to bike rack on 
Chestnut Street some time between 
7 p.m. on Sept. 17 and 6 a.m. the 
next day.

Larceny - bike
09/18/20 – The victim reported 

his Giant XTC mountain bike was 
stolen from in front of the Myrtle 
Street Playground at around 6:30 
a.m.

Attempted breaking and Enter-
ing - residential

09/22/20 – A resident reported 
at approximately 4:31 a.m., while 
she was sleeping, an unknown 
male suspect was captured on the 
front-door doorbell camera as he 
unsuccessfully attempted to gain 
entry to her Louisburg Square res-
idence.

Schools kicked off the new school 
year with online learning for all 
students,” said Walsh. “I want to 
remind everyone that the plan is 
to gradually introduce in-person 
learning starting with the highest 

need students, and the youngest 
students.” 

The Mayor said the city will 
only move forward with in-person 
learning if the COVID-19 data 
stays within a certain threshold, 

and will only hold in-person learn-
ing if Boston’s positive test rate is 
below 4 percent. 

“We will continue to monitor 
all data closely, and make adjust-
ments if needed,” he said.
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Please visit www.beaconhilltimes.com

By Marianne Salza

For the past 29 weeks, neigh-
bors have known that it is Satur-
day when they hear the cheerful, 
bagpipe music of Jeremy Bell per-
meate the streets; but on Sunday, 
September 27, the Beacon Hill res-
ident performed for his local fans 
-- who listen from the sidewalks, 
front steps and out their windows 
-- to kick-off the Fall HillFest. 
Hosted by the Beacon Hill Civic 
Association, the community event 
included virtual children’s pro-
gramming, a virtual violin perfor-
mance by Young-Shin Choi, and 
a virtual architecturally-themed 
scavenger hunt, concluding with 
an accordion performance by Bell 
in the Philips Street playground, 
after he quenched his throat with 
Gosling’s Rum from his flask. 

BEACON HILL CIVIC ASSOCIATION HOSTS HILLFEST

Fall HillFest Co-Chair, Emily Claire, with Patricia Tully, Director, Rob 
Whitney, Chair, and Michelle Lavers, Co-Chair.

Bagpiper, Jeremy Bell, performs while Theo and Emerson Brown dance 
in the crosswalk.

Jeremy Bell playing the accordion to “Que Sera Sera,” during the HillFest Neighborhood Meet-up in the 
Philips Street Playground, after quenching his throat with Gosling’s Rum from his flask. 

Bagpiper, Jeremy Bell, with fans, 
Zoe and Grayson Buyuk.

Artie and Erin Bonney holding 
their prize after finding architec-
tural themes in the neighborhood 
scavenger hunt.

THE CITY OF BOSTON CAN HELP YOU

save money throughout the year.

Mayor Martin J. Walsh
#BOSCanHelp

BOS :311

Medicare’s Open Enrollment period is Oct. 15-Dec. 7. Now is the
time we can help review your options and find the best plan for
you. For more information about this and other resources you
may qualify for, visit www.boston.gov/benefits or call 311.



PA G e  7O c t O b e r  1 ,  2 0 2 0 T H E  B E A C O N  H I L L  T I M E S

Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. Requires Xfinity TV service with X1. All devices must be returned when service ends. Call for restrictions and complete 
details. © 2020 Comcast. All rights reserved. All marks are property of their respective owners. NPA232454-0009

All things sports. 
All in one place.
Experience the ultimate sports hub with the Xfinity Sports Zone. Find games, news and highlights in one 
single place right on your TV. Easily search stats, standings and scores for your favorite teams – all while 
watching a live game. Want a faster way to search? Use your voice remote to get the latest updates as 
they happen. With the X� nity Sports Zone, everybody wins. Now that’s simple, easy, awesome. 

Go to xfinity.com, call 1-800-xfinity or visit an Xfinity Store to learn more.

138177_NPA232454-0009 Sports Zone 10.25x13.indd   1138177_NPA232454-0009 Sports Zone 10.25x13.indd   1 9/3/20   5:42 PM9/3/20   5:42 PM
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ADVERTISE IN THE TIMES.  
CALL 781-485-0588

Take time to escape the city and build sand castles on one of the 
most private beaches on Nantucket.  Enjoy our remote oasis that 

abuts 500 acres of conservation land leading to the ocean.  
Or dive into a heated pool at our five-bedroom home. 

NaNtucket ReNtal

Available for 31day 
rentals for June and/

or September 2021 at 
50K each month. 
For details, email 

careack@gmail.com

By Marianne Salza 

Over a dozen Charles Street businesses par-
ticipated in the Beacon Hill Business Associa-
tion (BHBA) Annual Sidewalk Sale, Septem-
ber 25-26, with outdoor displays of clothing, 
antiques, and summer sale items. Local busi-
ness owners, like Lana Barakat, of December 

Thieves, had a fantastic weekend visiting with 
friends who stopped by her boutique for a 
warm, socially distant day of shopping. 

“It’s been great for the small business com-
munity and neighbors,” said Barakat, a BHBA 
board member. “We’re outdoors, it’s safe, and 
we’re enjoying connecting with everybody.”

 BEACON HILL BUSINESS ASSOCIATION HOLDS ANNUAL SIDEWALK SALE

Dr. Miguel Hernandez, Jack Arnold, and Kristen Agla, of Charles Street Family Chiropractic, 
with Katherine, who was given a free posture screening evaluation.

Author, Mark Duffield, with Upstairs Downstairs Antiques Owner, Laura Cousineau, 
and “social media queen,” Mary Rufo.

Lana Barakat, Owner of December Thieves, speaking with friends on the sidewalk.

Want Neighborhood News
delivered right to your hands?

Subscribe to The Beacon Hill Time’s 
Newsletter and never miss a thing! 

Visit thebeaconhilltimes.com or scan the QR Code

Want Neighborhood News
delivered right to your hands?

Subscribe to The Beacon Hill Time’s 
Newsletter and never miss a thing! 

Visit thebeaconhilltimes.com or scan the QR Code
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at No. 7 Smith Court by adding 
a third floor to its current roof. In 
addition, as was evidenced during 
three public meetings that were 
held about the proposed new third 
floor, the vast majority of immedi-
ate abutters to 7 Smith Court have 
opposed the proposed addition, as 
directly detrimental to the enjoy-
ment of their properties. For the 
reasons set forth below, the zoning 
relief sought by this applicant must 
be denied by this Board. 

No. 7 Smith Court - also known 
as the “Joseph Scarlett Tenant 
House” - is a historically import-
ant wooden house on Beacon Hill. 
The house has remained essentially 
unchanged since 1811, when it is 
believed it was constructed. It is 
one of the few remaining wooden 
homes left on Beacon Hill. Its sig-
nificance to the history of Black 
Americans who lived and worked 
on Beacon Hill in the 19th Cen-
tury cannot be underestimated. It 
is directly across the court from 
the Museum of African American 
History, and directly abutters other 
important historic homes on Smith 
Court.

 It is one of the 15 properties 
listed as part of the Boston African 
American National Historic Site 
(“National Historic Site”), which 
was created by an Act of Congress 
in 1980, Public Law 

96-430, and the house is also 
on the Black Heritage Trail in Bea-
con Hill. As noted in Public Law 
96-430, the National Historic Site 
was created: 

“in order to preserve for the ben-
efit and inspiration of the people 
of the United States as a national 
historic site certain historic struc-
tures and properties of outstand-
ing national significance located in 
Boston, Massachusetts, and associ-
ated with the creation and develop-
ment of the Boston African Ameri-
can community within Beacon Hill 
prior to the Civil War.” 

As part of the National Historic 
Site on Beacon Hill, No. 7 Smith 
Court is one of those properties 
“of outstanding national signifi-
cance” that must be preserved in 
its current form and without the 
proposed third floor addition. 

Moreover, the owner of 7 Smith 
Court, Jeff Miller, and his archi-
tect, Tim Burke, have claimed that 
the proposed addition of a new 
floor to 7 Smith Court is not sub-
ject to the Architectural Guidelines 
of the Beacon Hill Architectural 
Commission because Smith Court 
is a “private way,” and therefore 
homes situated along the court 
are not subject to the preservation 
requirements of the Beacon Hill 
National Landmark District. As 
such, only action by this Board can 
stop the proposed addition to this 
important 200 year old historic lit-

tle house that is in clear violation 
of Boston Zoning Code (“Code”) 
and that will be very detrimental to 
the immediate abutters who have 
strenuously objected to this proj-
ect. 

brief Procedural background 
On August 9, 2019, 7 Smith 

Court’s owner, Jeff Miller, and 
his architect, Tim Burke, sought 
initial approval from the Boston 
Inspectional Services Department 
(“ISD”) for a permit that would 
allow them to add a third floor to 
the existing two and one half story 
wooden house and to also add 
a new roof deck. The purported 
purpose for the new floor was for 
a new family room and bathroom. 
On September 3, 2019, ISD denied 
the permit application, stating that 
there were two zoning code viola-
tions in the permit application: that 
the proposed third floor addition 
would lead to a total floor area 
ratio (“FAR”) for the property in 
excess of that allowable under the 
Code for its Beacon Hill location, 
and that the proposed work would 
also violate the rear yard setback 
requirements under the Code. 

On November 9, 2019, the 
owner of 7 Smith Court and his 
architect appeared at a public 
meeting of the Beacon Hill Civic 
Association’s Zoning and Licensing 
Committee, to discuss the owner, 
Jeff Miller’s, proposal to construct 
the proposed third floor addi-
tion to 7 Smith Court. This meet-
ing was very well attended, and 
numerous direct abutters living on 
South Russell Street as well as on 
Smith Court, testified about their 
opposition to the proposal, stating 
that the proposed new third floor 
would adversely impact the light 
and air that their properties cur-
rently enjoy. Also, on November 
29, 2019 and again on September 
3, 2020, two public meetings were 
conducted by the Mayor’s Office of 
the Neighborhood Services, to dis-
cuss the proposed third floor addi-
tion to 7 Smith Court. During the 
two meetings, many direct abutters 
living on Smith Court as well as 
on South Russell Street, strongly 
opposed the proposed addition, 
stating that it would be directly 
detrimental to the enjoyment of 
their respective properties. 

On September 14, 2020, the 
Beacon Hill Civic Association’s 
Board of Directors considered the 
proposed third floor addition to 7 
Smith Court. Because the proposed 
addition was opposed by the vast 
majority of direct abutters to 7 
Smith Court, and because the pro-
posed new third floor would result 
in forever adversely changing the 
7 Smith Court historic home, the 
Beacon Hill Civic Association’s 
Board of Directors unanimously 
voted to oppose the applicant’s 

proposed zoning relief. 
the requested Variance 

for 7 Smith court 
Should Not be Granted 

1. The Requested Variance 
Would Go Directly Against the 
Purpose of the Code’s FAR and 
Setback Requirements 

The variance requested by Mr. 
Miller and his architect goes direct-
ly against the purpose of the Code’s 
FAR and setback requirements. 
The proposed third floor addition 
and roof deck would be directly 
in conflict with the density limit of 
the Code defined by the applicable 
2.0 FAR and 10 foot rear setback 
for the Beacon Hill H2-65 zoning 
district. Here, the existing FAR of 
7 Smith Court in its current condi-
tion is 2.96, which is already 48% 
over the allowable FAR of 2.0 for 
the Beacon Hill zoning district. The 
proposed third floor addition for 
which the variance is being sought 
would bring the house’s FAR to 
3.55, which would be 76% over 
the allowable FAR of 2.0 for this 
area of Beacon Hill! 

Strict adherence to the FAR and 
rear yard density limits of the Code 
is considered to be one of the most 
important dimensional zoning 
provisions necessary for the pro-
tection of the Beacon Hill Nation-
al Landmark District. The Board 
has, in fact, denied almost every 
petition in the residential section 
of Beacon Hill seeking other than 
nominal relief from the FAR limit 
of the Code since its introduction 
decades ago. 

We are very sympathetic to fami-
lies like the Millers who want more 
space to remain living on Beacon 
Hill. The Millers’ friends on Bea-
con Hill, although not immediate 
abutters to 7 Smith Court, have 
expressed their belief that the 
Code’s requirements should “give 
way” in favor of the proposed 
“minor change” to the Millers’ his-
toric house. 

The substantial addition being 
sought by the Millers, however, 
is not “minor” and they are not 
seeking just “nominal relief “to 
the Code; to the contrary, the vari-
ance being sought would result in 
a very large increase in the FAR 
of this home, an increase directly 
contrary to the goals of the Code 
of reducing density in this historic 
neighborhood. 

2. The Variance Requested 
Would Result in a Substantial Det-
riment to the Immediate Abutters 
and the General Public 

As noted above, the “Joseph 
Scarlett Tenant House” at 7 Smith 
Court is a historically important 
wooden house on Beacon Hill that 
has remained essentially unchanged 
for over 200 years. As one of the 
few remaining wooden homes left 
on Beacon Hill that was built and 

owned by Black Americans in the 
19th Century, its significance to the 
history of Black Americans gen-
erally and to those who lived and 
worked on Beacon Hill in the 19th 
Century cannot be underestimated. 
To now allow the proposed change 
to the external appearance of this 
historic home by adding an unnec-
essary third floor would be a sub-
stantial detriment not just to the 
home’s immediate abutters and the 
general public, but to the detriment 
of Black Americans everywhere. 

As noted on the website of the 
National Park Service (“NPS”) for 
the National Historic Site, which 
the NPS administers, on the web-
page for the Beacon Hill “Smith 
Court Residences,” which includes 
7 Smith Court, “[a]s early as the 
1790s, African Americans began to 
reside on the north slope of Beacon 
Hill. The area of lower Joy Street 
and Smith Court was an important 
center of Boston’s 19th black com-
munity. Today, the historic homes 
on Smith Court, along with the 
African Meeting House and the 
Abiel Smith School, are the best 
preserved physical locales available 
for understanding the history of 
African Americans in Boston.” 

The house at 7 Smith Court 
itself dates back to the very end of 
the 18th Century, when, in August 
1799, the lot on which 7 Smith 
Court now stands was sold to the 
African American mariner Peter 
Guss. After a house was built on 
the lot around 1811, the house 
was rented continuously to vari-
ous African Americans, including 
laborers and mariners. In 1857, 
7 Smith Court was bought by the 
African American Joseph Scarlett, 
a chimney sweeper who became 
a successful entrepreneur and real 
estate developer on Beacon Hill 
and in Boston. 7 Smith Court con-
tinued to be rented to a succession 
of African Americans throughout 
the remainder of the 1800s, and 
after Scarlett’s death in the late 
1800’s, remained in Scarlett’s fami-
ly until the early 1900s. 

The proposal to alter the historic 
house at 7 Smith Court by adding 
a third floor is contrary to the pres-
ervation goals articulated in the 
creation of the National Historic 
Site, and is also contrary to those 
same preservation goals that led 
to the creation of the Beacon Hill 
National Landmark District. The 
importance of 7 Smith Court to 
the history of the National Historic 
Site and Beacon Hill must be rec-
ognized, and it should be preserved 
in its present form in recognition of 
those Black Americans who lived 
at 7 Smith Court and on Beacon 
Hill during the 1800s. 

In conclusion, the Board should 
not allow the requested variance 
for the construction of the pro-

posed new third floor addition 
to the historic house at 7 Smith 
Court. The variance request rep-
resents a flagrant disregard of the 
established zoning standards of 
this residentially zoned part of Bea-
con Hill, and to the City’s policy 
that has guided and protected our 
community for many decades. In 
addition, as was evidenced during 
three public meetings that were 
held about the proposed new third 
floor, the vast majority of immedi-
ate abutters to 7 Smith Court have 
opposed the proposed addition, as 
directly detrimental to the enjoy-
ment of their properties and their 
quality of life. Moreover, granting 
such a variance to allow the alter-
ation of the long-preserved exter-
nal appearance of this historically 
significant home would be a sub-
stantial detriment to the general 
public, and to the memory of those 
Black Americans who worked and 
lived in this small but incredibly 
significant little house during the 
19th Century. 

For the reasons set forth below, 
the zoning relief sought by this 
applicants must be denied by this 
Board. 

Very truly yours, 
robert A. Whitney 

chair, 
beacon Hill civic Association

Upcoming BHCA meetings and 
events:

Young Friends Social; Wednes-
day, September 30th, 7-9pm

Traffic and Parking Committee, 
Wednesday, September 30th, 6 pm

Streets & Sidewalks Committee, 
Tuesday, October 6th, 6:30 pm

These meetings are virtual. Call 
the BHCA office or email patri-
cia.tully@bhcivic.org for joining 
details. 

The BHCA Fall Membership 
Season is here!

Check your mailbox for our Fall 
Membership drive materials. Your 
support of the BHCA is important 
and helps us to keep you informed 
about the latest city and state 
guidelines, as well as the business 
of the BHCA in community build-
ing, civic engagement, and histor-
ic preservation. We thank you for 
your membership!

If you haven’t yet become a 
member of the BHCA, we invite 
you to join online at www.bhcivic.
org/become-a-member. By joining 
our membership, you strengthen 
our numbers and add credibility to 
our purpose as advocates for Bea-
con Hill. Please call our office at 
617-227-1922 or email the BHCA 
Executive Director at patricia.
tully@bhcivic.org with any ques-
tions, comments or concerns, or to 
learn more about how you can get 
involved in your community. 

BHCA (from pg. 1)
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ADRENALINE
RUSH!

1-800-GO-GUARD • www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com 

You’ll also get career training 
and money for college. If you’re 
ready for the excitement, join 
the Army National Guard today.

ADVERTISE IN 

THE TIMES.  

CALL 

781-485-0588

Neighborhood rouNdup

SERVICE DIRECTORY

JOHN J. RECCA 
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454 617-723-3296

M9304

Geek For Hire

617-241-9664
617-515-2933

C  o  m  p  u  t  e  r    c  o  n  s  u  l  t  a  n  t    a  v  a  i  l  a  b  l  e    f  o  r    home or business. 

•  PC support & networking of all types with  
focus on secure Internet access (wired & wireless), 

•  broadband router & firewall technology, 
• virus detection/prevention,  
• spam control & data security/recovery.

ServiceS include:

Virtual architectural 
tour explores five city 
landmarks

The House Museum Alliance 
of Downtown Boston presents 
“There’s No Place Like Home: 
A Virtual Architecture Tour” on 
Tuesday, Oct. 20, from 6 to 7 p.m.

From Colonial to Federal to 
Victorian, the stylistic intricacies 
of the Paul Revere House, Otis 
House, Nichols House, Shir-
ley Eustis House, and Gibson 
House will be highlighted.

Admire five landmark historic 
homes, experience four centuries 
of architecture, and explore three 
of the city’s iconic neighborhoods 
on this virtual tour that winds its 
way through picturesque Boston, 
making for one special experience 
from the safety and comfort of 
your own home.

This program is free, suggested 
donation $10-$15. Advance tick-
et purchase is required. Attendees 
will be emailed a link to access the 
program the week of the event.

Visit https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/theres-no-place-like-home-

virtual-architecture-tour-tick-
ets-122431326393 to purchase 
tickets.

Hill House offering 
semi-private classes for 
family pods

Hill House, Inc., located at 127 
Mount Vernon St., recognizes that 
many families have formed pods 
to keep groups smaller/reduce 
exposure. 

To acknowledge that, Hill 
House is now offering semi-pri-
vate classes and athletics for small 
cohorts of children. From art to 
science and Pre-K sports, there 
are open opportunities for you to 
come into the Firehouse at flexible 
times and enjoy the wide array of 
enrichment programs and athletics 
with the comfort of knowing who 
you’re in the class with in an indi-
vidualized space. These semi-pri-
vate classes are open to all ages 
and led by our trained staff. For 
further information and to sign 
up, call the Front Desk at 617-
227-5838, or visit www.hillhouse-
boston.org.

Virtual cemetery tour 
coming Oct. 14

Nichols after Dark and Mount 
Auburn Cemetery present a Virtu-
al Cemetery Tour with the Grave-
stone Girls on Wednesday, Oct. 
14, from 6 to 7 p.m.

The lecture will center around 
New England cemetery art, his-
tory, and symbolism while the 
Gravestone Girls’ “virtual tour” 
will discuss the evolution of cem-
eteries beginning with colonial 
burial grounds and ending with 
21st-century practices. Special 
attention will be given to the rural 
cemetery movement of the 19th 
century as represented by Mount 
Auburn Cemetery, as well as the 
Nichols family plots there.

Register through Eventbrite 
at https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/gravestone-girls-with-
mount-auburn-cemetery-and-
the-nichols-house-museum-tick-
ets-121787025271 Attendees will 
be provided with a link to access 
the program the week of the event.

By Dan Murphy

The city’s Zoning Board of Appeal 
denied without prejudice a highly con-
troversial application submitted by the 
homeowner of 7 Smith Court to build a 
single-story addition and rooftop over the 
existing rooftop on the two-and-a-half 
story residence during a virtual hearing on 
Tuesday, Sept. 29.

“The Beacon Hill Civic Association 
was strongly opposed to this proposal - 
the organization’s 23 member Board had 
voted unanimously to oppose the proposal 
of the owner to significantly and irrepara-
bly alter and damage the important histor-
ic wooden house,” wrote Rob Whitney, 
chair of the Civic Association’s board of 
directors.”[The house] is directly across 
the court from the Museum of African 
American History, and is an integral part 
of the Boston African American National 
Historic Site. The house’s importance to 
the history of Black Americans who lived 
and worked on Beacon Hill in the 19th 
Century cannot be underestimated.”

The Civic Association joined the Boston 
Preservation Alliance, the National Park 
Service, the Museum of African Ameri-
can History, City Councilor Ed Flynn, the 
Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood Services, 
and numerous abutters and neighborhood 
residents in opposing the application, 
Whitney said, while several friends of the 
applicant voiced their support for the proj-
ect as proposed.

COURTESY OF ROB WHITNEY

7 Smith Court.

ZbA denies without prejudice 
7 Smith court application Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg 

was not just an American icon but 
also a surprising fitness icon.  Well 
into her 80s, she helped to reshape 
what exercise can look like for 
many older adults.  Cindy Sulli-
van, a senior fitness specialist who 
lives and teaches on Beacon Hill, 
was looking for a way to honor her 
idol, so on Wednesday, Oct. 7, at 9 
a.m., she will offer a free, 30-min-
ute, Ruth Bader Ginsberg-inspired 
workout class on Zoom.  

The special class will start with 
a five-minute warm-up and light 
stretches followed by strength 
training, then another round of 
stretches to cool down. It will also 
incorporate balance from the offi-
cial RGB Workout book, moves 
that Ginsberg has been doing with 
her trainer since 1999.   To learn 
more about the free class, or to 
register for the Zoom link email 
Cindy Sullivan at cindysullivanfit-
ness@gmail.com.

Fitness class pays tribute to the 
late Justice ruth bader Ginsberg

Cindy Sullivan.
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LEGAL
LEGAL NOTICE

Extenet Systems, INC. is pro-
posing to construct a 27-foot 
overall height small cell pole 
telecommunications structure 
near 15 Franklin Street, Boston, 
Suffolk County, Massachusetts 
(42˚ 21’ 21.2”, 71˚ 05’ 58.0”). 
Extenet Systems, INC, invites 
comments from any interested 
party on the impact the tower 
may have on any districts, sites, 
buildings, structures or objects 
significant in American history, 
archaeology, engineering or 
culture that are listed or deter-
mined eligible for listing in the 
National Register of Historic 
Places. Comments may be sent 
to Environmental Corporation of 
America, ATTN: Megan Gomez, 
1375 Union Hill Industrial Court, 
Suite A, Alpharetta, GA 30004 
or via email to publicnotice@
eca-usa.com. Ms. Gomez can 
be reached at (770) 667-2040 
x 405 during normal business 
hours. Comments must be re-
ceived within 30 days of the date 
of this notice. CCM W2950

10/01/20
BH

LEGAL NOTICE
ExteNet Systems, Inc. proposes 
to construct five pole structures 
in Boston, Suffolk County, 
Massachusetts. The pole structure 
heights range from between 22 
feet to 31 feet overall height. 
The proposed poles would be 
located at 58 Fenwood Road 
(42.335224°, -71.107927°), 
Off Pilgrim Road (42.337690°, 
-71.110269°), 1575 Trem-
ont Street (42.333293°, 
-71.102030°), 291 Roxbury 
Street (42.330336°, 
-71.094404°), and 45 John 
Eliot Square (42.329931°, 
-71.090999°). ExteNet Systems, 
Inc., invites comments from any 
interested party on the impact 
the proposed undertakings may 
have on any districts, sites, 
buildings, structures, or objects 
significant in American history, 
archaeology, engineering, or 

culture that are listed or deter-
mined eligible for listing in the 
National Register of Historic 
Places under National Historic 
Preservation Act Section 106. 
Comments pertaining specifically 
to historic resources may be sent 
to Environmental Corporation of 
America, ATTN: Megan Gomez, 
1375 Union Hill Industrial Court, 
Suite A, Alpharetta, GA 30004. 
Ms. Gomez can be reached at 
(770) 667-2040 x.405 or via 
email to publicnotice@eca-usa.
com. Comments must be received 
within 30 days of the date of this 
notice. W2961/KEB

10/01/20
BH

LEGAL NOTICE
Extenet Systems, INC. is pro-
posing to construct a 32-foot 
overall height small cell pole 
telecommunications structure 
near 66A-68A Harvard Avenue, 
Boston, Suffolk County, Massa-
chusetts (42˚ 21’ 13.9”, 71˚ 
07’ 55.9”). Extenet Systems, 
INC, invites comments from any 
interested party on the impact 
the tower may have on any dis-
tricts, sites, buildings, structures 
or objects significant in American 
history, archaeology, engineer-
ing or culture that are listed or 
determined eligible for listing in 
the National Register of Historic 
Places. Comments may be sent 
to Environmental Corporation of 
America, ATTN: Megan Gomez, 
1375 Union Hill Industrial Court, 
Suite A, Alpharetta, GA 30004 
or via email to publicnotice@
eca-usa.com. Ms. Gomez can 
be reached at (770) 667-2040 
x 405 during normal business 
hours. Comments must be re-
ceived within 30 days of the date 
of this notice. KEB/W2951

10/01/20
BH

LEGAL NOTICE
ExteNet Systems, Inc. proposes 
to construct ten pole structures 
in Boston, Suffolk County, Mas-

sachusetts. The overall height of 
each pole structure is 24 feet. 
The proposed poles would be 
located at 660 Washington Street 
(42.351693°, -71.062710°), 
630-636 Washington Street 
(42.352312°, -71.062531°), 
140-150 Tremont Street 
(42.354869°, 
-71.063426°), Off Trem-
ont Street (42.355956°, 
-71.062460°), 59-65 
Temple Place (42.354759°, 
-71.061360°), 1 Summer Street 
(42.355394°, -71.060434°), 
367-369 Washington Street 
(42.356428°, -71.059435°), 
531-533 Washington Street   
(42.354013°, -71.062125°), 
40-62 Franklin Street  
(42.355694°, -71.058772°), 
and 201 Washington Street 
(42.358936°, -71.058577°). 
ExteNet Systems, Inc., invites 
comments from any interested 
party on the impact the proposed 
undertakings may have on any 
districts, sites, buildings, struc-
tures, or objects significant in 
American history, archaeology, 
engineering, or culture that are 
listed or determined eligible for 
listing in the National Register 
of Historic Places under National 
Historic Preservation Act Section 
106. Comments pertaining 
specifically to historic resources 
may be sent to Environmental 
Corporation of America, ATTN: 
Megan Gomez, 1375 Union 
Hill Industrial Court, Suite A, 
Alpharetta, GA 30004. Ms. 
Bazzill can be reached at (770) 
667-2040 x.405 or via email 
to publicnotice@eca-usa.com. 
Comments must be received 
within 30 days of the date of this 
notice. W2360/KEB

10/01/20
BH

LEGAL NOTICE
ExteNet Systems, Inc. proposes 
to construct two pole structures 
in Boston, Suffolk County, 
Massachusetts. The pole structure 
heights range from between 28 
feet to 32 feet overall height. 
The proposed poles would be 

located at 1250 Boylston Street 
(42.345188°, -71.095153°) 
and 1136-1138 Boylston Street 
(42.346569°, -71.089255°). 
ExteNet Systems, Inc., invites 
comments from any interested 
party on the impact the proposed 
undertakings may have on any 
districts, sites, buildings, struc-
tures, or objects significant in 
American history, archaeology, 
engineering, or culture that are 
listed or determined eligible for 
listing in the National Register 
of Historic Places under National 
Historic Preservation Act Section 
106. Comments pertaining 
specifically to historic resources 
may be sent to Environmental 
Corporation of America, ATTN: 
Megan Gomez, 1375 Union 
Hill Industrial Court, Suite A, 
Alpharetta, GA 30004. Ms. 
Gomez can be reached at (770) 
667-2040 x.405 or via email 
to publicnotice@eca-usa.com. 
Comments must be received 
within 30 days of the date of this 
notice. W2964/ENH

10/01/20
BH

LEGAL NOTICE
ExteNet Systems, Inc. proposes 
to construct six pole structures 
in Boston, Suffolk County, 
Massachusetts. The pole structure 
heights range from between 22 
feet to 28 feet overall height. 
The proposed poles would be lo-
cated at 2315 Washington Street 
(42.330019° -71.084459°), 
2139-2145 Washington Street 
(42.331760° -71.082061°), 
Off Malcom X Boulevard 
(42.329531° -71.085809°), 
25 Warren Street (42.329604° 
-71.083398°),135 Dudley Street 
(42.328724° -71.084975°), 
2499-2501 Washington Street 
(42.327909° -71.087022°). 
ExteNet Systems, Inc., invites 
comments from any interested 
party on the impact the proposed 
undertakings may have on any 
districts, sites, buildings, struc-
tures, or objects significant in 
American history, archaeology, 
engineering, or culture that are 

listed or determined eligible for 
listing in the National Register 
of Historic Places under National 
Historic Preservation Act Section 
106. Comments pertaining 
specifically to historic resources 
may be sent to Environmental 
Corporation of America, ATTN: 
Megan Gomez, 1375 Union 
Hill Industrial Court, Suite A, 
Alpharetta, GA 30004. Ms. 
Gomez can be reached at (770) 
667-2040 x.405 or via email 
to publicnotice@eca-usa.com. 
Comments must be received 
within 30 days of the date of this 
notice. W2960/KEB

10/01/20
BH

LEGAL NOTICE
Extenet Systems, INC. is propos-
ing to construct a 28-foot overall 
height small cell pole telecom-
munications structure near 2707-
2711 Washington Avenue Boston, 
Suffolk County, Massachusetts 
(42˚ 19’ 24.0”, 71˚ 05’ 23.4”). 
Extenet Systems, INC, invites 
comments from any interested 
party on the impact the tower 
may have on any districts, sites, 
buildings, structures or objects 
significant in American history, 
archaeology, engineering or 
culture that are listed or deter-
mined eligible for listing in the 
National Register of Historic 
Places. Comments may be sent 
to Environmental Corporation of 
America, ATTN: Megan Gomez, 
1375 Union Hill Industrial Court, 
Suite A, Alpharetta, GA 30004 
or via email to publicnotice@
eca-usa.com. Ms. Gomez can 
be reached at (770) 667-2040 
x 405 during normal business 
hours. Comments must be re-
ceived within 30 days of the date 
of this notice. 

10/01/20
BH

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
and Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston,  MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU20P1303EA
Estate of:
Barbara Denise
DeGraffenreid
Date of Death
05/18/2020
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adjudica-
tion of Intestacy and Appoint-
ment of Personal Representative 
has been filed by Nataki Graffen-
reid of Boston, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the 
Petition.
The Petitioner requests that Nata-
ki Graffenreid of Boston, MA be 
appointed as Personal Represen-
tative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond in an 
unsupervised administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to obtain a 
copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 10/29/2020.
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in an 
unsupervised administration is 
not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 

Court. Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal Rep-
resentative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to 
the estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: September 17, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

10/01/20
BH

LEGAL NOTICE
ExteNet Systems, Inc. proposes 
to construct four pole structures 
in Boston, Suffolk County, 
Massachusetts. The pole structure 
heights range from between 22 
feet to 27 feet overall height. 
The proposed poles would 
be located off Dudley Street 
(42.327587°, -71.077351°), 111 
Winthrop Street (42.323916°, 
-71.076968°), 115-135 Mount 
Pleasant Avenue (42.324883°, 
-71.076800°), and 39 Mount 
Pleasant Avenue (42.326906°, 
-71.079576°). ExteNet Systems, 
Inc., invites comments from any 
interested party on the impact 
the proposed undertakings may 
have on any districts, sites, 
buildings, structures, or objects 
significant in American history, 
archaeology, engineering, or 
culture that are listed or deter-
mined eligible for listing in the 
National Register of Historic 
Places under National Historic 
Preservation Act Section 106. 
Comments pertaining specifically 
to historic resources may be sent 
to Environmental Corporation of 
America, ATTN: Megan Gomez, 
1375 Union Hill Industrial Court, 
Suite A, Alpharetta, GA 30004. 
Ms. Gomez can be reached at 
(770) 667-2040 x.405 or via 
email to publicnotice@eca-usa.
com. Comments must be received 
within 30 days of the date of this 
notice. W2959/ENH

10/01/20
BH

By Times staff

The West End Museum wel-
comes local historian Jim Briand, 
who will reveal the story of the 
neighborhood’s demolition under 
Urban Renewal with stops at five 
of the dozen buildings in the neigh-
borhood to be spared the wreck-
ing ball during walking tours on 
Saturday, Oct. 3, at 10 a.m. and 
on Saturday, Oct. 17, at 1 p.m.

Briand, who has led tours of the 
neighborhood for the West End 
Museum since 2009, will bring 

guests to Old West Church, the 
Otis House, Vilna Shul, West End 
House, and St. Joseph’s Church, 
sharing with them information 
culled from his planned lecture 
series at the museum, which 
launched in February with one 
well-received talk, before it was 
postponed due to the pandemic.

“Jim’s lectures had a really suc-
cessful opening, and this will give 
him the opportunity [to contin-
ue with his programming],” said 
Sebastian Belfanti, the museum’s 

director. “And it’s nice for people 
to get out and learn about histo-
ry through the program at a time 
when we can’t really do indoor 
programming.”

Registered guests will receive a 
series of photos to view on their 
phones during the tour, which will 
allow them to make visual com-
parisons between the West End of 
today and of the past, and Briand 
will tie the locations to different 
aspects of the neighborhood’s 
history, including its origins and 

transformation from an elite neigh-
borhood into a tenement district; 
the influx of Jewish, Italian, and 
Southern European immigrants; 
and the family experience. Several 
factors that laid the groundwork 
for Urban Renewal — such as the 
influence of ethnic bias and Pro-
gressive Era (1890-1920) thinkers 
— will be considered. Briand will 
also discuss the roles of religious 
institutions, social welfare organi-
zations, business forces and local 
politics. 

The tours will conclude by 
reflecting on how the West End’s 
destruction shaped subsequent 
public policy and city planning, 
as well as the legacy of its about 
7,500 exiled residents.

 Tickets are available at 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
walk-and-learn-exploring-the-
west-ends-origins-destruction-
legacy-tickets-122424203087, or 
visit the West End Museum online 
at westendmuseum.org for more 
information.

Walking tours visit last vestiges of historic West End

Please visit www.beaconhilltimes.com
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Staff Report

BOO! Halloween on Beacon 
Hill has been canceled!  BOO-
HOO!! 

Yes, this year will be very differ-
ent!  No trick or treating this year 
for children. Even ghosts and gob-
lins are laying low and residents 
of the Granary, King’s Chapel and 
Copp’s Hill cemeteries have already 
been practicing social distancing 
for centuries. Good for them. 

So is this it?  What about us? No 
pumpkins on porches or in win-
dows?  No skeletons hanging on 
doors? No decorations on mantle 
pieces or as centerpieces adorning 
dining room tables?  No family 
costumes parading in living rooms 
in front of blazing fireplaces? 

No way, says Blackstone’s 
of Beacon Hill, Infinity Portrait 
Design and the Hill House. Even 
during these challenging months of 

Covid-19...celebration and creativ-
ity are never canceled.

 So, in the spirit of keeping 
the neighborhood Halloween tra-
dition alive, these three institu-
tions are combining to bring a new 
twist to Halloween by challenging 
Beacon Hill residents, children 
and store owners to a photog-
raphy contest.  It will provide a 
way to celebrate Halloween safely 
and creatively as we still grapple 
with Covid-19 restrictions and 
fears.  This pandemic has changed 
everything and no one can predict 
how families will adapt to this new 
environment.

Regardless of how Halloween 
2020 is celebrated, “We hope to 
keep the spirit of costume design 
and house and store window dec-
orating alive by challenging the 
neighborhood to submit pictures of 
their costume designs and their cre-
ative house and store handiwork to 

be judged in a contest for fabulous 
prizes,” says Jennifer Hill of Black-
stone’s. 

 For many years, Halloween on 
Beacon Hill has always been a fun 
and spooky night for neighbor-
hood children and adults.  Trick 
and treating door to door, dressed 
to the nines in creative homemade 
costumes past decorated homes 
that would put Hollywood-set 
designers to shame has been a tra-
dition each year that so many look 
forward to. Maybe this year cre-
ative decorating moves inside for 
residents and store windows.  Cos-
tumes and telling ghost stories may 
move inside as well.

Categories will be:
Best House Decoration inside or 

out
Best Store Window
Best Costume- Children
Best Costume-Adult
All entries will be submitted to 

and judged by Susan Symonds and 
Annie Landry at Infinity Portrait 
Design no later than Friday, Oct. 
30, at: studio@infinityportraitde-
sign.com

“Annie and I have been pho-
tographing much of Beacon Hill 
and its families for nearly 15 years, 
and we look forward to seeing the 
photographic skills of our friends 
and neighbors and we are avail-
able to assist if need be,” says 
Susan Symonds of Infinity Portrait 
Design.

Once all entries are in, they will 
be collected and eventually will be 
put on display at the Hill House for 
all to see.

“We are excited that we can 
work with other community part-
ners to ensure all kids and neigh-
bors can still celebrate and show 
off their Halloween creativity this 
year - but in a safe and meaningful 
way.” says Lauren Hoops-Schmieg, 

We are happy to be back, thanks to 
all our clients for the support and 
we will like to introduce our new 

member to the salon: Jennifer Rose. 
First time cliente will get 15% off on 

any service with Jennifer.
Book online or call 

LU OR

luxorhairstudio.com
(857) 239-9065 • 137 charles st., boston

Hill Halloween contest running to October 30
Executive Director of Hill House

In addition, all business and 
store owners are encouraged to get 
in on the celebration by decorat-
ing their windows and dressing in 
costumes to show their spirit and 
sense of community. 

Halloween is the first of 
three consecutive holidays, with 
Thanksgiving and Christmas to 
follow.  Let’s not remember this 
year, 2020, as a year when things 
changed, replete with its many 
hardships and cancellations, but 
let’s instead remember what we did 
to never give in and how we con-
tinued to find new ways to over-
come, to reach within and with-
out, to share the best of ourselves 
with each other as we have always 
done because when we are needed 
we have never failed one another.  
Good neighbors do that!

And for the first time in many a 
year, there will be a full moon this 
Halloween.  So put your creativi-
ty to work, submit your pictures, 
and under a full moon, give us all 
something fun to howl about!

For more information, details 
and deadlines, contact: Jennifer 
Hill, owner of Blackstone’s of 
Beacon Hill, at 617-227-4646 or 
via email at jennifer@blackstones-
beaconhill.com; Susan Symonds, 
co-owner of Infinity Portrait 
Design, at 617-367-9432 or stu-
dio@infinityportraitdesign.com; 
Lauren Hoops Schmieg, executive 
director of Hill House, at 617-227-
5838 ext. 180 or lschmieg@hill-
house.org; or Meredith Adamczyk, 
Hill House’s Director of Market-
ing and Community Outreach, at 
madamczyk@hillhouse.org.
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