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By Dan Murphy

While the title of Frederick 
Wiseman’s monumental four-
hour-and-32-minute documen-
tary, “City Hall,” refers to the 
seven-story Brutalist building that 
has served as the nerve center of 
Boston city government since it 
opened in 1968, the film, which 
debuted on WGBH-TV on Dec. 
22, is in essence about the people 
of Boston, including those who 
work for the city, as well as the 
nearly 700,000 constituents they 
serve.

Filmed over the fall of 2018 
and winter of 2019, the documen-
tary opens as workers in the titu-
lar building are seen fielding 311 

city services calls that range from a 
report of a nonfunctioning traffic 
signal in West Roxbury to a call 
from a tenant alleging their land-
lord has shut off the utilities before 
the viewer sees Mayor Martin 
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By Dan Murphy

Markus Ripperger first conceived of Igloo Village 
at 75 on Liberty Wharf – the restaurant’s cluster of 
eight heated, self-contained plastic bubbles designed 
for private outdoor dining – about two years ago, but 
the dream didn’t become reality until this past fall 
when the restaurant was looking for unique ways to 
stay in business amid the pandemic.

Ripperger, president and CEO of Hampshire House 
Corporation, which owns and operates the Seaport 
restaurant, as well as 75 Chestnut and Cheers Beacon 
Hill, said the first bubble, which measures around 12 
feet in diameter, arrived from Florida-based Gardeni-
gloo USA in October and was soon deemed such a 
success that 75 on Liberty Wharf ordered eight more 
that arrived in early December.

“As a small restaurant, we wanted something so 
we can continue having people enjoy outdoor din-
ing, even though the summer season is no more…
[so] we’ve reinvented our outside tables for the win-
tertime,” Ripperger said. “People love to have some-

Staff Report

What a year it has been.  2020 
has become the year we wish to 
forget, but, will undoubtedly be 
forever remembered as the year 
of drastic changes.  Schools, busi-
nesses, socializing all have been 
effected by COVID. 

Here are some of the highlights 
of 2020: 

*On Jan. 10, the Friends of the 
Public Garden, which celebrated 
its Golden Anniversary in 2010, 
entered into a Memorandum of 
Agreement with the Boston Parks 
Department that strengthened 
their partnership and shared com-
mitment to caring for the Public 
Garden, the Commonwealth Ave-
nue Mall and the Boston Common 
together over the next 50 years.

*On Jan. 27, the State Admin-
istration held a hearing regarding 
the future of the John B. Hynes 
Convention Center, which the 
state intends to sell.

*On March 13, Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s order that banned all gath-
erings of over 250 people in the 
Commonwealth in response to the 
pandemic.

*On March 28, Blackstone’s 
of Beacon Hill and its sister estab-
lishment, KitchenWares by Black-
stones, consolidated under one 
roof at 46 Charles St.

*In late March, the Vilna Shul 
launched “Virtual Vilna,” which 
brought its programming online 
to reach more than 1,200 visitors 
in its first two weeks.

*In late March, longtime neigh-
borhood resident Diana Coldren 
joined Ali Ringenburg, co-pres-
ident of the Beacon Hill Business 
Association, to launch a GoFund-
Me campaign to raise money 
to cover the electric bills for the 

2020 Year in review

COURTESY OF HAMPSHIRE HOUSE CORPORATION

Above and below, Igloo Village at 75 on Liberty Wharf.

Igloo Village at 75 on Liberty Wharf 
offers unique outdoor-dining experience ‘city Hall’ offers a revealing 

glimpse of the people of boston

(Year In revIew, Pg. 3)

(City Hall  Pg. 4)
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Guest Op-ed

Decisions for 2021
By Dr. Glenn Mollette 

2021 is here, and will it be just 
another year? If it’s just another 
year then that won’t be bad at all 
because too many will not have 
another year. The opportunity and 
privilege to have another year is 
the gift of life. Being alive and liv-
ing your life is about as good as it 
gets. Aim for being alive this time 
next year. 

Make some decisions about 
2021. Where do you want to be 
this time in 12 months? Would 
you like to be ten pounds heavier? 
Maybe you would like to be ten or 
twenty pounds lighter? If you cut 
back on your portions and get off 
the couch you can lose a pound a 
week on average. This is daunting 
but just think about where you can 
be the first of March if you start 
today? Don’t start tomorrow. Start 
right now. Today. This minute. 
Throw all that junk cake and pie 
in the trash. This is a tough deci-
sion because we hate to say good-
bye to all those holiday cookies 
and candies. Your body will thank 
you and you will feel so much bet-
ter very soon.

Decide about financial habits. 
Millions of Americans carry credit 
card debt. Minimum payments on 

$3,000 of credit card debt is like 
swimming up river. If you have 
missed a few payments your credit 
card company may be anxious to 
hear from you. Ask them if they 
will consider a settlement payoff. 
A friend of mine owed $5,000 and 
his credit card company settled for 
a $2800 payoff. Your company 
might or might not but it never 
hurts to negotiate. You might be 
able to sell some things in order 
to erase that back breaking high 
interest debt. 

Make some money in 2021 - 
if you want to. Most Americans 
need to make money in 2021. 
Work on job applications. Peruse 
the newspaper. Search online. 
Consider places you have heard 
about and call them, go see them. 
Knock on doors of opportunity. 
You get nowhere if you do not 
try. You might complete 20 or 30 
applications to get one job inter-
view. Complete the application 
thoroughly. Give them a reason to 
consider you. Put together a good 
biographical sketch, resume. Have 
a friend or two to review and edit 
because two heads are better than 
one. Have some good trusted ref-
erences. Wherever you work do a 
good job because you want them 
to say a good word about you. A 

good word may seal the deal on 
your next job opportunity. 

Jobs sometimes are scarce. Con-
sider your personal knowledge 
and abilities and what might you 
do to make a dollar or two? What 
do you know that others need to 
know? What can you offer that 
others need or might want? Can 
you make something? Can you fix 
things? How can you help others?  
Creating your own life and busi-
ness might be the financial and 
mental sanity answer for you. If 
you create your own work and are 
good at what you do, you will not 
run out of something to do. 

Our decisions determine our 
destiny. Whatever decision we 
make we have to put into action. 
Faith without works is dead. May 
your life be good, healthy and 
filled with wonderful love, family 
and friends in 2021. Let’s work 
together for a good year.

Glenn Mollette is the publish-
er of Newburgh Press, Liberty 
Torch and various other publish-
ing imprints; a national columnist 
–  American Issues and Common 
Sense opinions, analysis, stories 
and features appear each week 
In over 500 newspapers, websites 
and blogs across the United States.

HAVE A HAPPY -- AND SAFE -- 
NEW YEAR

The arrival of a new year marks a time for reflection, as to both the 
year that has passed and the year that lies ahead.

In the words of the poet Alfred Lord Tennyson:

Ring out the old, ring in the new,
   Ring, happy bells, across the snow:
   The year is going, let him go;
Ring out the false, ring in the true.

To put it another way, we might ask ourselves, “Where have we been 
-- and where are we going?”

The latter question asks us to foresee the future, which by definition is 
an impossible task. Though we may make our best guess to predict what 
may lie ahead -- and to plan accordingly -- none of us has a crystal ball. 
The vicissitudes of life more often than not throw us curve balls that lay 
to waste even the best-laid of our plans for the year to come. 

Who among us imagined on December 31, 2019, that 2020 would 
bring a world-wide pandemic that already has killed more than 330,000 
of our fellow Americans, devastated our economy, and directly impacted 
the lives of each and every one of us? 

As bad as 2020 has been, we dread to contemplate what 2021 might 
have in store for us. There is no certainty that 2021 will be any better.

However, the former question is equally as tricky. Answering it requires 
both introspection and self-awareness, two qualities that typically are in 
short supply, even during a pandemic when most of us are house-bound 
for more hours of every day than we ever have experienced.

But trying to figure out the, “Why?” of what we have done with our 
lives is essential if we are to meet the challenges of the future. 

As the philosopher said, if we do not learn from our mistakes, we are 
condemned to repeat them.

We do not pretend to have all (or any) of the answers, but we do know 
that in the difficult days ahead one thing is true: Each of us must step 
up to do our part to ensure the safety of ourselves, our loved ones, and 
everyone around us.

We all have a role to play in combating COVID-19 (by wearing masks, 
not gathering in large groups, and maintaining a physical distance from 
others wherever we may be) AND in helping those who desperately are 
in need of assistance because of the devastating economic effects of the 
pandemic.

Although a New Year is here, our problems are not magically going 
away.

We wish all of our readers a happy, safe, and healthy New Year.
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month of March for small busi-
nesses that operate within the His-
toric Beacon Hill District.

*On April 16, the Beacon Hill 
Civic Association sponsored a vir-
tual hearing regarding the state’s 
plans to launch a redevelopment 
process for the Charles F. Hurley 
Building.

*On May 10, the Friends of the 
Public Garden hosted a “virtual” 
Duckling Day in lieu of the tra-
ditional yearly event at the Public 
Garden.

*On May 20, work commenced 
on the $2.8 million restoration of 
the Robert Gould Shaw and the 
54th Regiment Memorial on the 
Boston Common via a unique 
partnership that includes the City 
of Boston, National Park Service, 
Friends of the Public Garden, the 
Museum of African American His-
tory and the Friends of the Public 
Garden,

*In June, Sen. Sal DiDomenico 
and Rep. Jay Livingstone filed a 
bill authorizing the long-term lease 
of the former Lee Pool Complex 
on the Charles River Esplanade.

*From June 1 to 7, the Espla-
nade Association held its first Vir-
tual 5K that slowed around 300 
participants to make the trek at 
their own pace and on any route 
they choose, instead of the usual 
footrace, which typically draws 
around 1,000 runners to the 
Charles River Esplanade.

*On July 21 and 22, the city 
installed temporary bike lanes 
around the Public Garden and 
the Boston Common as part of its 
Healthy Streets initiative, which 
reconfigures streets to allow more 

space between vehicles, bicyclists 
and pedestrians.

*In August, Everett’s Night 
Shift Brewing partnered with the 
Esplanade Association to open 
the Owl’s Nest beer garden for its 
third season in the park.

*On Aug. 6, the Friends of the 
Public Garden held its 50th annu-
al meeting virtually, at which time 
Liz Vizza was promoted to presi-
dent of the nonprofit organization.

*On Aug. 25, Beacon Hill res-
ident Miguel Rosales was recog-
nized in Mayor Martin Walsh’s 
annual Garden Contest for the 
third consecutive year during a 
virtual ceremony. Rosales received 
second place in the Shade Garden 
category this year, and had pre-
viously received first and second 
place awards in the same category 
in 2019 and 2018, respectively.

*In September, the Blessing 
Barn, a thrift and antique shop, 
and self-described “sharing cen-
ter,” opened at 144 Charles St.  

*On Sept. 15, the city 

announced that it would trans-
form the temporary bike lanes 
around the Boston Common and 
the Pubic Garden into permanent 
infrastructure.

*On Sept. 25 and 26, the Bea-
con Hill Business Association’s 
long-running and eagerly await-
ed Sidewalk Sale returned to the 
neighborhood, albeit with social 
distancing and other new public 
safety protocol in place.

*On Sept. 27, the Beacon Hill 
Civic Association’s Fall HillFest 
took place virtually.

*On Oct. 22, the city held the 
first of several planned meetings 
to plan for the future of the West 
End Branch Library, including the 
possibility of creating new afford-
able housing as a component of 
the project.

*On Nov. 2, Thieves Next 
Door – the sister establishment 
to next-door neighbor December 
Thieves – opened at 53 Charles St.

*On Nov. 5, voters on Beacon 
Hill, and throughout the country, 
supported Democrat Joe Biden in 
his victory over the incumbent, 
President Donald Trump, in the 
race for the White house.

*On Dec. 6, the Nichols House 
Museum held its first-ever Holiday 
Wreath Tour.

*On Dec. 12, the Beacon Hill 
Business Association held its Safe 
Holiday Stroll.

*On Dec. 14, Joel Pierce, who 
stepped down earlier this year 
after serving on the Beacon Hill 
Architectural Commission for 
nearly three decades, was awarded 
the Beacon Hill Civic Association’s 
24th annual Beacon Award for his 
“significant and sustained contri-
bution” to the community.

Year In revIew (from pg. 1)

*All participants will receive $25 after completion of their 
visit. To complete the visit, participants must create an 
account, give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and have their 
measurements taken (height, weight, blood pressure, etc.), 
and give blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services.

Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?
You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300 
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Courtesy of the Friends of the Public Garden

MAY - Duckling Day became a virtual event this year, unlike past years 
pictured above.

SEPTEMBER - Shoppers during the September 26 Sidewalk Sale.

MARCH - Major hospitals like Boston Medical Center (BMC), are pre-
paring for a potential surge in patients with coronavirus. Here, outside 
the emergency room, they have set up a triage and testing tent to aid in 
any potential surge. Right now, it is being used for drills, but is being 
prepared for real use.

DECEMBER - Ophelia Navarro, and her son, Alessandro Navarro 
Gatti, shopping at Rugg Road Paper Company on December 5, during 
the Beacon Hill Civic Association Safe Holiday Stroll.
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CITY Hall (from pg. 1)

By Dan Murphy

When it came time to balance 
the budget for 2020, Church on 
the Hill found itself in the fortu-
nate position of having a surplus 
and decided to pay its good for-
tune forward by increasing its 
annual line item for giving to an 
unprecedented $500,000.

The funds were earmarked for 
this purpose following a vote by 
the board in December, said Kevin 
Baxter, the church’s pastor, and 
this is twice the amount allocated 

for giving last year, as well as more 
than an eight-fold increase from 
the $60,000 four years ago when 
Baxter came on board. The large 
surplus this year was left over, he 
said, in part from the free concert 
series and the in-house meals it 
provided to the community before 
the pandemic struck and have sub-
sequently been put on hold since 
March.

Besides the usual beneficiaries 
like the Cooperative Metropolitan 
Cathedrals, a self-described “inter-
faith, interracial coalition of urban 

and suburban congregations in 
metropolitan Boston”; Common 
Cathedral, an outdoor congrega-
tion that worships on the Boston 
Common and includes members of 
the city’s homeless population; and 
the United Way, which was award-
ed $100,000 this year, Church on 
the Hill also lent its support non-
profits focusing on homelessness 
and food insecurity.

“In April, we started looking at 
ways to respond to the pandem-
ic and how to focus our efforts,” 
Baxter said. “We felt that it wasn’t 

morally good to just invest it, and 
that we ought to give it to people 
who needed it instead.”

These include, Baxter said, 
the ABCD North End/West End 
Neighborhood Service Center 
(NE/WE NSC), Boston Health 
Care for the Homeless Program, 
Women’s Lunch Place, the Great-
er Boston Food Bank, Community 
Servings, the New England Center 
and Home for Veterans, the Pine 
Street Inn, Project Bread, St. Fran-
cis House and the Family Nurtur-
ing Center in Dorchester, as well as 

Chelsea Eats – a program to com-
bat food insecurity in that city. 

Specific to COVID, Church on 
the Hill also supported the Bos-
ton Resiliency Fund; the Massa-
chusetts COVID-19 Relief Fund; 
and the Massachusetts Council of 
Church’s COVID-19 Response, 
which, Baxter said, functions “to 
keep churches open during the 
pandemic.”

“We’re a little church, but we’re 
trying to do good things,” he said.

Walsh juggle myriad responsibili-
ties, such as planning for the Red 
Sox’s 2018 World Series champi-
onship parade or talking about the 
urgency of climate resiliency with 
a roomful of developers.

A first-generation Irish Ameri-
can and lifelong Bostonian, Mayor 
Walsh discusses his and the city’s 
critical response to President 
Trump’s hardline policy on immi-
gration, and while Mayor Walsh 
never invokes him by name, the 
White House and its policies cast 
a pall over the entirety of “City 
Hall.” 

Mayor Walsh’s enduring char-
acter, meanwhile, is on display 
throughout the film.

In one revealing moment, 
Mayor Walsh stands outside City 
Hall in solidarity with local nurs-
es in support of Massachusetts 
Ballot Question 1 in 2018, which 
would have limited the number of 
patients assigned to a single nurse, 
while sharing memories of the 
nurses who cared for him at Bos-

ton’s Dana-Farber Cancer Institute 
when he was diagnosed with can-
cer at age 7.  

During a Veteran’s Day Service, 
Mayor Walsh also candidly dis-
cusses his struggles with alcohol 
as a young adult, including once 
being ejected from a Bruins game 
for drunkenness, as well as his sub-
sequent recovery.

Elsewhere, city staffers are seen 
discussing the addiction-plagued 
intersection of Massachusetts Ave-
nue and Melnea Cass Boulevard 
while presciently suggesting that 

a victory in the then-impending 
court case to reopen the Long 
Island Bridge could provide some 
much-needed relief for not only 
the afflicted, but also for residents 
of that neighborhood.

A wedding is ordained at City 
Hall, and in another scene, a new 
father makes a sympathetic pitch 
that successfully gets him out of 
two tickets he received after park-
ing in front of a hydrant overnight.

While much of the film is con-
fined to City Hall itself, it also 
shows city employees in the field, 
including an Inspectional Services 
Department worker responding to 
a 71-year-old veteran whose home 
is infested by rats as he faces immi-
nent eviction at the hands of his 
landlord – his own brother. 

“My spirit is broken,” says 
the forlorn man in the film’s most 
heart-wrenching scene that sheds 
light on the city’s marginalized 
population.

Mike Ross, the former District 
8 city councilor who ran against 

Walsh in 2013 to succeed Thom-
as M. Menino as the 54th mayor 
of Boston, makes a cameo as an 
attorney for the prospective oper-
ator of a Dorchester recreational 
cannabis dispensary in a segment 
that also underscores the frustra-
tion that many have felt with the 
byzantine process surrounding this 
burgeoning new industry in the 
city.

The city’s fraught racial history, 
especially the strife surrounding 
busing in the 1970s, also comes 
to the fore when Mayor Walsh, 
in anticipation of the NAACP’s 
national convention coming to 
Boston, is seen discussing how 
the city can promote itself while 
also acknowledging its sometimes 
polarized past.

“It’s all about marketing,” 
Mayor Walsh says. “How we do 
we take the past and celebrate it 
and also understand where the 
problems are?”

At the end of Wiseman’s 
absorbing opus, which leaves the 

viewer with a fully realized picture 
of just how much it takes to keep 
the City of Boston up and running, 
Mayor Walsh emerges as a humble 
public servant who, after his first 
five years in office, still appears 
genuinely honored to represent the 
people of his hometown.

“I love my job,” he emphatical-
ly tells the crowd during his State 
of the City address in January of 
2019 at Symphony Hall. “Every 
day I get to go out into the neigh-
borhoods to talk, listen and work 
with the people of Boston. In our 
five years together, we’ve made 
Boston a more compassionate, a 
more dynamic and a more dem-
ocratic city. We’ve listened, we’ve 
learned and we’re leading.”

As a documentary, “City Hall” 
is an engaging and fitting testa-
ment to Boston (as well as a flatter-
ing endorsement of its city govern-
ment) in these times that ultimately 
justifies its daunting running time.

church on the Hill increases annual giving to unprecedented $500,000

By Lauren Bennett

Governor Charlie Baker on 
Tuesday announced additional 
statewide restrictions following 
the increase in COVID-19 cases 
after the Thanksgiving holiday and 
the potential for another increase 
following the Christmas and New 
Years’ holidays. 

Baker said that these restric-
tions are in addition to his previ-
ously implemented restrictions, 
which include a stay at home advi-
sory from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m., and 
more restrictions for restaurants. 
The would go into effect on Dec. 
26 at 12:01 a.m. and would reduce 
capacity at Encore Boston Harbor 
casino and at all restaurants to 25 
percent.

Baker said that prior to Thanks-
giving, “acute hospital beds” 
were 67 percent occupied, but 
by December 15, they were 83 
percent occupied and have “only 

recovered one percentage point 
since that peak.” 

Baker said that since “hospitals 
are under significant pressure,” 
the administration feels that it is 
“appropriate to take action now,” 
and “do so in a way that we can 
avoid over running our hospital 
system.”

The new restrictions announced 
will be in place for “at least two 
weeks,” according to Lt. Governor 
Karyn Polito, and they do affect 
Encore Boston Harbor. An emer-
gency meeting of the Massachu-
setts Gaming Commission (MGC) 
was held late Tuesday to put the 
new measures into place.

“Together, the intent of these 
restrictions will be to pause activ-
ity and reduce mobility so we can 
reduce the spread of the virus 
without closing our schools or our 
businesses,” Baker said.

The new restrictions include a 

lowering of capacity limits to 25 
percent “for most industries,” he 
said, and also includes new restric-
tions for both indoor and outdoor 
gathering limits. The new outdoor 
gathering limit is 25 people, and 
the new indoor limit is 10 people, 
which includes events.

“This is part of what we must 
do during this critical period when 
the vaccine is just a few months 
away to slow the spread,” Baker 
said.

“Nothing we’re announcing 
today affects K-12 education,” 
he continued. “As the science and 
medical data have made very clear, 
all school districts, even those 
with high infection rates, can and 
should bring students back into 
the classroom. In fact, these mea-
sures today will help districts bring 
students back, and bring them 
back soon.”

He said that “the decision to 

restrict capacity at so many busi-
nesses is an enormously difficult 
decision,” and that his adminis-
tration recognizes the impact it 
has on people’s “livelihoods and 
families.”

The Baker-Polito administra-
tion is “putting together a signifi-
cant economic relief fund for the 
Commonwealth’s small businesses 
that will be the most negative-
ly impacted by these decisions,” 
Baker said.

Polito said of the new restric-
tions that “it is our goal to keep 
these measures temporary,” and 
that the industries impacted by the 
restrictions include: restaurants, 
personal services, theaters, perfor-
mance venues, casinos, office spac-
es, places of worship, retail, librar-
ies, common areas in lodging, and 
more.

“Workers and staff will not 
count towards the occupancy 

count for restaurants, personal ser-
vices, places of worship, and retail 
businesses such as grocery stores,” 
Polito said. 

She told residents to plan on 
purchasing gift cards from local 
restaurants and shops to continue 
to support them, as well as getting 
takeout meals from local restau-
rants. “Do everything you can to 
support…” these businesses, she 
said.

“I know this pandemic has 
been hard for everyone, but here is 
light at the end of this tunnel,” she 
said, with “thousands” of people 
in Massachusetts having already 
received their first dose of the vac-
cine and more on the way. 

“We all know there are bet-
ter, brighter, and healthier days 
ahead,” Polito said.

For more information on the 
new restrictions, visit mass.gov/
covid19.

baker announces new capacity restrictions “for most industries” across the state

COURTESY IMAGE

Boston City Hall.



PA G e  5D e c e m b e r  3 1 ,  2 0 2 0 T H E  B E A C O N  H I L L  T I M E S

Massachusetts Governor Char-
lie Baker, Connecticut Gover-
nor Ned Lamont, Rhode Island 
Governor Gina Raimondo and 
Washington, D.C. Mayor Muriel 
Bowser signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) commit-
ting to a groundbreaking multi-
state program that will reduce 
motor vehicle pollution by at least 
26 percent and generate over $1.8 
billion in Massachusetts by 2032. 
The bipartisan Transportation and 
Climate Initiative Program (TCI-P) 
will allow participating jurisdic-
tions to invest in equitable, cleaner 
transportation options, and cre-
ate significant new employment 
opportunities while substantially 
improving public health across 
the Commonwealth and New 
England.

Underscoring the importance 
of regional action, other Trans-
portation and Climate Initiative 
(TCI) jurisdictions released a joint 
statement committing to continued 
collaboration on the development 
of the regional program, as well 
as working to identify additional 
regional strategies to reduce air 
pollution, create healthier commu-
nities, and invest in cleaner, more 
equitable transportation systems. 
Significantly, the State of North 
Carolina joined the joint state-
ment, committing for the first time 
to working with the other TCI 
jurisdictions on the development 

of the program. With the issuance 
of the MOU, the remaining TCI 
jurisdictions have the ability to for-
mally sign the MOU at any time. 
The program is slated to begin 
in 2023 after a reporting year to 
allow for additional jurisdictions 
to sign on.

“As a Commonwealth, we have 
an obligation to address climate 
change head on and a challenge 
this great requires action across our 
region and nation. That’s why I am 
proud to join Governor Lamont, 
Governor Raimondo and Mayor 
Bowser to launch this trailblazing 
program to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions while building the 
clean, resilient transportation sys-
tem of the future,” said Governor 
Charlie Baker. “By partnering with 
our neighbor states with which we 
share tightly connected economies 
and transportation systems, we can 
make a more significant impact 
on climate change while creating 
jobs and growing the economy as 
a result. Several other Transporta-
tion and Climate Initiative states 
are also committing to this effort 
today and we look forward to 
these partners moving ahead with 
us as we build out this first in the 
nation program.”

In a region with nation-lead-
ing climate goals, Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, Rhode Island and 
Washington, D.C. are commit-
ting to bold action to ensure the 

achievement of emissions reduc-
tion targets while positioning the 
jurisdictions and region as leaders 
in the clean transportation econo-
my. Accounting for 73 percent of 
the transportation emissions, 76 
percent of the vehicles, and 75 to 
80 percent of the gross domestic 
product in New England, the three 
states and Washington D.C. are 
taking this action at a time when 
the impacts of climate change con-
tinue to be felt across the country 
and region.

In New England, transporta-
tion is responsible for over 40 per-
cent of greenhouse gas emissions, 
and exposure to air pollution 
exacerbates lung and heart ail-
ments, causes asthma attacks, and 
increases the risk of a stroke and 
other serious health conditions. To 
address these challenges, the new 
program will make available over 
$160 million in allowance auc-
tion proceeds to Massachusetts by 
2023  — money to provide better 
transportation options that result 
in less pollution, improved health, 
and a growing economy.  

The TCI-P jurisdictions have 
committed to invest 35 percent 
of annual revenue in communities 
underserved by current transporta-
tion options, and with dispropor-
tionately high levels of pollution. 
To ensure equitable clean transpor-
tation outcomes, Massachusetts 
will designate an advisory body 

with diverse representation to iden-
tify underserved and overburdened 
communities, provide guidance for 
investments, and define goals and 
metrics for measuring progress. 

“Tackling a challenge as big as 
climate change requires regions to 
work together and both the Mem-
orandum of Understanding and 
joint statement represent a com-
mitment by a broad group of states 
to continue collaborating on strat-
egies that can bend the curve on 
transportation greenhouse gas 
emissions, which continue to be the 
largest and fastest growing source 
of climate-altering pollution,” said 
Transportation Secretary and CEO 
Stephanie Pollack.

TCI-P will require large gas-
oline and diesel fuel suppliers to 
purchase “allowances” for the pol-
lution caused by the combustion of 
fuels they sell in the regions. The 
total number of emission allow-
ances would decline each year, 
resulting in less transportation pol-
lution. Each participating jurisdic-
tion will independently decide how 
to invest program proceeds. These 

proceeds will be invested in ways 
that help both urban and rural res-
idents, including improving and 
expanding public transportation; 
zero-emission buses, cars, and 
trucks; electric vehicle charging 
infrastructure; development of 
interstate electric vehicle charging 
corridors;  improving high speed 
wireless internet in rural and 
low-income areas to allow for tele-
working; repairing existing roads 
and bridges; and providing safer 
bike lanes and sidewalks.

TCI-P was developed with 
extensive outreach and input from 
thousands of residents, stakehold-
ers, businesses, and organizations, 
as part of the Transportation 
and Climate Initiative (TCI), a 
multi-jurisdictional collaboration 
of Northeast, Mid-Atlantic, and 
Southeast states and the District of 
Columbia. With the signing of the 
TCI-P MOU, there will be many 
additional opportunities for the 
public to provide feedback during 
the subsequent development of a 
model rule, and program imple-
mentation.

Spring is finally here and with 
it comes our annual Membership 
drive at the Beacon Hill Civic 
Association. Soon to reach our 
centennial, our volunteer organi-
zation has worked to preserve the 
historic beauty and quality of life 
on Beacon Hill since 1922. 

From answering your calls and 
e-mails, to working with the City 
on zoning, architecture, trees, 
trash, and traffic and parking 
issues, the BHCA office is a busy 
place. Most recently, we have 

been able to recapture 15-min-
ute resident parking spaces at 
the intersection of Joy and Mt. 
Vernon Streets, and we are work-
ing closely with the City on the 
new accessibility and traffic calm-
ing measures that are appearing 
all over Beacon Hill. Contractor 
parking is a constant challenge, 
and we listen and do our best 
to respond to your concerns, so 
that the impact on neighbors is 
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BHAC continues 
Beacon Hill 
Bistro application

Area A-1 sees 11 percent decrease in 
Part One crime in ’19 from last year

Aspire Spring Gala raises $2.6M for autism research

It’s Membership Season at the BHCA!

By Dan Murphy

As the first quarter of 2019 
came to a close, Area A-1 report-
ed an 11 percent drop in violent 
and property crime, compared 
with the same timeframe the pre-
vious year.

 According to Boston Police, 
449 incidents of Part One crime 
were reported between Jan. 1 
and March 24 of this year in the 
dis-trict, which includes Beacon 
Hill, Chinatown Downtown and 
the North End, down from 504 
last year.

 While no homicides were 
reported either this year or last, 
the rate of rapes and attempted 
rapes doubled as the number of 
inci-dents climbed to eight from 
four in 2018.

 In contrast, robberies and 
attempted robberies were down 
nearly 55 percent, dropping to 
15 from 33 last year.

 Similarly, the rate of domestic 
aggravated decreased by around 
57 percent as the number of inci-
dents fell to three from seven in 
2018.

 Non-domestic aggravated 

assaults were also down by near-
ly 12 percent, with 52 incidents 
in 2019, compared to 59 a year 
ago.

 Likewise, commercial bur-
glaries saw more than a 29-per-
cent decline as the number 
dropped to 12 from 17 in 2018.

 The rate of residential bur-
glaries remained steady, however, 
with nine incidents this year and 
last, respectively.

 Meanwhile, other burglaries 
were on the rise as the number 
climbed to three from one in 
2018.

 Larcenies from motor vehi-
cles were down around 49 per-
cent, with 43 incidents in 2019 
as opposed to 85 the previous 
year, while other larcenies were 
up nearly 10 percent, with 291 
this year, com-pared with 265 in 
2018.

 Moreover, the rate of auto 
theft decreased almost 46 per-
cent as the number fell to 13 
from 24 the previous year.

 Citywide, Part One crime was 
down around 7 percent, with 
3,302 incidents this year, com-
pared with 3,599 in 2018.

Program leaders and participants are all smiles at the Aspire Spring Gala  held by MassGeneral Hospital for Children.

Photos by Matt West

Around 900 people came 
together for the MassGeneral 
Hospital for Children Aspire 
Spring Gala at the Four Seasons 
and raised more than $2.6 mil-
lion for autism research and care. 
The 19th annual event support-
ed Aspire, the highly successful, 
therapeutically-based program 
of the Lurie Center for Autism 
based in Lexington, Mass. Aspire 
helps children, teens and adults 

with high cognitive autism spec-
trum disorder and related pro-
files develop the skills necessary 
to be successful in their commu-
nities and workplaces.

Peter L. Slavin, MD, presi-
dent of Massachusetts General 
Hospital; Scott McLeod, PhD, 
executive director of Aspire; 
Andrew Harris, Aspire program 
manager; the 2019 Aspire Spring 
Gala Committee of Stephanie 
and David Long, Tim Sweeney, 
Ann Marie and Daniel Gross, 

and Kim and Eric Karofsky 
(Terry and Tom Hamilton could 
not make it due to Aerosmith’s 
Las Vegas schedule); Aspire pro-
gram participants and their fam-
ilies; and corporations from all 
over the country were in atten-
dance to celebrate the great suc-
cess of the Aspire program.

“As Aspire continues to grow, 
we are engaging more and more 
clients with our new program-

(Aspire, Pg. 5)

By Dan Murphy

The Beacon Hill Architectural 
Commission again voted to con-
tinue its determination on the 
Beacon Hill Hotel & Bistro’s 
application during its April 18 
hearing at City Hall

Frank McGuire, project archi-
tect, outlined two concepts for 
the building at 25 Charles St., 
both of which include plans to 
relocate the hotel’s main lobby 
and entry to the corner of Charles 
and Branch streets while offering 
two alternatives for realigning 
the building’s windows openings 
and patterns along its Charles-, 
Branch- and Chestnut-street 
sides.

Commissioner Miguel Rosales 
instructed the applicant to return 

to the commission with more 
information on the proposed 
hardware for the new entry door 
and the awning fronting Charles 
Street, as well as a final win-
dow design. “Your application 
is incomplete…and you need 
to resolve the window issue,” 
Rosales said.

The commission voted to deny 
without prejudice an application 
for the Charles Street Garage at 
144-158 Charles St. to remove 
three existing AT&T antennae 
and hardware from a chimney 
and replace them with four 
antennae inside three, new fiber-
glass canisters on the roof, which 
would have been visible from a 
public way.

(BHAC Pg. 8)
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massachusetts, New england States, and D.c. commit to groundbreaking 
regional program to reduce pollution, invest in clean transportation

Last week, the Baker-Polito 
Administration launched a $668 
million program to provide finan-
cial assistance to Massachusetts 
small businesses impacted by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The pro-
gram in part relies on the pend-
ing federal COVID-19 relief bill 
recently passed by Congress. 
Regardless of the developments at 
the federal level, the Baker-Polito 
Administration will start releasing 
millions in new funding to restau-
rants, retailers, and other small 
businesses throughout the Com-
monwealth as soon as this week.    

Earlier this week, the Admin-
istration announced nearly $49 
million in grants through the Mas-
sachusetts Growth Capital Corpo-
ration (MGCC) COVID-19 Small 
Business Program to support over 
1,158 small businesses. More than 
10,000 applicants had sought 
relief in this grant round. 

Additional grants will be made 
available to eligible small busi-
nesses through MGCC. The Small 
Business Grant Program was 
established in the fall, and current-
ly has a pool of eligible applicants 
awaiting funding. This additional 
funding will allow the Adminis-
tration to award more of those 
pending applicants. Eligible busi-
nesses that already applied to the 
program, but were not funded due 
to limited funds available, will be 
prioritized for funding first and do 
not need to reapply.

The funds will also be used to 
stand up an additional grant pro-
gram at MGCC. This program 
will target the industries most 
hard-hit during the pandemic.

Eligible industries for the new 
program include:

•Restaurants, bars, caterers
•Indoor recreation and enter-

tainment establishments

•Gyms and fitness centers
•Event-support professionals 

(photographers, videographers, 
etc.)

•Personal services
•Retail
The new business relief pro-

gram would offer grants up to 
$75,000, but not more than three 
months’ operating expenses, to be 
used for employee wage and ben-
efits costs, space-related costs, and 
debt service obligations.

The online application portal 
for the new program will open 
on Thursday, December 31, and 
will close on Friday, January 
15. Awards are expected to be 
announced in early February.

More details on how to apply 
and eligibility requirements are 
available at www.empowering-
smallbusiness.org.

baker-Polito administration announces 
$668 million small business relief package
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Igloo (from pg. 1)

thing new, especially in this crazy 
year…and it’s also extremely safe 
because you’re sitting in a private 
igloo by yourself with a party of 
six or less.”

The bubbles, which are 

equipped with interior lighting for 
nighttime use, are open for lunch, 
brunch and dinner, seven days a 
week, Ripperger said, providing 
an ideal and serene setting for cel-
ebrating a birthday or anniversary, 

enjoying dinner with the family 
or just having a night out on the 
town, and each one comes with 
a Bluetooth speaker that enables 
diners to enjoy the music of their 
choice while inside their bubbles.

Moreover, the restaurant is 
offering “Bubbly Brunch in the 
Bubble” – a lavish brunch spread 
in the bubble with bottles of bub-
bly and surf-and-turf Eggs Bene-
dict.

Bubbles at Igloo Village at 75 
on Liberty Wharf can be reserved 
at no cost by visiting http://75on-
libertywharf.com/reservations/, or 
by requesting “outdoor dining” 
on the Open Table app.

COURTESY OF HAMPSHIRE HOUSE CORPORATION

Igloo Village at 75 on Liberty Wharf.

By John Lynds 

Last week the overall COVID-
19 positive test rate in Beacon Hill 
and the surrounding neighbor-
hoods dropped slightly but Mayor 
Martin Walsh said there’s still a 
long way to go in this worldwide 
crisis. 

According to the latest data 
released by the Boston Public 
Health Commission (BPHC) last 
Friday, 36,974 Beacon Hill, Back 
Bay, North End, West End and 
Downtown residents have been 
tested for COVID-19 and the data 
shows that 10.1 percent of those 
tested were COVID positive--a 
19.2 percent decrease from the 
12.5 percent two weeks ago. 

 Last week 3,967 residents were 
tested and 3.3 percent were posi-
tive. 

Citywide, 36,332 residents 
were tested and 7.3 percent were 
COVID positive. 

Overall since the pandemic 
began 4.3 percent of Beacon Hill, 
Back Bay, North End, West End 
and Downtown residents were 
found to be COVID positive. 

Governor Charlie Baker 
announced a 25 percent capacity 
limit for most industries. These 
restrictions went into effect on 
Saturday, December 26 and will 
last until January 10.

At his daily press briefing 
Mayor Walsh reminded residents 
that on December 16, Boston 
moved back into a modified Phase 
2, Step 2 of reopening, for at least 
three weeks. 

“We are also going to be fol-
lowing the State’s rollback on 
capacity but that does not change 
the industries temporarily closed 
to in-person use in Boston,” said 
Walsh. “Museums, movie the-
aters, gyms, etc. will not reopen to 
in-person use until at least January 
6.”

Walsh said on Saturday, in 
accordance with the State’s new 
restrictions, restaurants, close 
contact personal services, places 
of worship, indoor golf facilities, 
and retail businesses in Boston will 
be reduced to 25 percent capacity. 
Office spaces will be reduced from 
40 percent to 25 percent as well. 

The Mayor reminded everyone 
that the goal of these rollbacks 
is to slow the spread of the virus 
now, so the city can avoid a more 
severe shutdown later. 

“We still have a long way to go 
in this crisis. But we have turned a 
corner in this pandemic. And we 
have reasons to be optimistic,” 
said Walsh. “The vaccine is rolling 
out. Every day, people are getting 
vaccinated -- including right here 
in Boston. When the time comes, 
I ask everyone to follow the lead 
of our health care heroes and med-
ical experts and take the vaccine. 
It’s another act that we can all take 
as individuals to protect ourselves 
and our families, and bring our 
community safely through this cri-
sis. We are finally at a point where 
we feel like we have less days 
ahead of us in this virus, than we 
do behind us. And while we don’t 
know exactly when this pandemic 

will end, we know that better days 
are coming. So I am asking every-
one to hang in there. Take care 
of yourself, and look out for one 
another. Listen to the public health 
officials and keep doing your part 
to stay safe and protect those 
around you. We will get through 
this difficult time, if we all contin-
ue to work together.”

The infection rate in Beacon 
Hill and surrounding neighbor-
hoods increased 9.5 percent in one 
week according to the latest city 
statistics. 

The BPHC data released last 
Friday showed Beacon Hill, Back 
Bay, North End, West End and 
Downtown had an infection rate 
of 299.3 cases per 10,000 resi-
dents, up from 273.1 cases per 
10,000 residents. 

One hundred forty-six addi-
tional residents became infected 
with the virus last week and the 
total number of cases in the area 
increased from 1,522 cases to 
1,668 cases as of last Friday. 

The statistics released by 
the BPHC as part of its weekly 
COVID19 report breaks down 
the number of cases and infection 
rates in each neighborhood. It also 
breaks down the number of cases 
by age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases of coro-
navirus increased 10.4 percent  
percent last week and went from 
35,201 cases to 38,872 confirmed 
cases in a week. Thirty-three more 
Boston residents died from the 
virus and there are now 988 total 
deaths in the city from COVID.

beacon Hill cOVID update

On Friday the BPHC released its weekly COVID-19 stats by neighbor-
hood that tracks infection rates and COVID testing results in Boston 
neighborhoods. 
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Building upon the strong base 
of COVID-19 preventative mea-
sures and standards established by 
a union construction labor-man-
agement partnership in the spring 
and summer, the Greater Boston 
Building Trades Unions and their 
construction industry partners 
have teamed up with internation-
ally renowned nonprofit Partners 
In Health (PIH), local non-prof-
it public health agency Harbor 
Health Services, and City of Boston 
Mayor Martin J. Walsh to forge 
a national model for COVID-19 
safety and prevention.

“Safety is always our top priori-
ty, both on and off the job, which is 
why we’re excited to launch Con-
struction Stops COVID. We thank 
Mayor Walsh for connecting us 
with global and local public health 
experts to create the strongest 
possible safety protocols in order 
to win the fight against COVID-
19. The Greater Boston Building 
Trades Unions, along with our 
union contractor partners, are 
honored and excited to be team-
ing up with Partners In Health, 
Harbor Health Services, the City 
of Boston, and the City of Cam-
bridge in order to kick-off what 
we believe will become a national 
model for COVID-19 safety and 
prevention within our industry 
and beyond,” said Brian Doherty, 
General Agent of the Greater Bos-
ton Building Trades Unions.

The innovative collaboration 
will introduce testing hubs where 
there are high concentrations of 
construction activity throughout 

the region, and an industry-spe-
cific public awareness campaign 
to keep workers and their families 
safe at work and at home. The 
multi-platform public awareness 
campaign will be being promot-
ed through a range of platforms 
across the entire Boston metropol-
itan area.

The collaboration was forged 
with support from the City of 
Boston Mayor Martin J. Walsh’s 
office and following a process that 
brought together building trades 
union leaders and PIH experts. 
The collaboration has since 
received strong support from the 
office of City of Cambridge Mayor 
Sumbul Siddiqui along with other 
Cambridge elected leaders and 
stakeholders.

In March 2020, Mayor Walsh 
was widely praised for making the 
bold, early decision to pause con-
struction sites in Boston, allowing 
labor unions, union contractors, 
and developers the time to collab-
oratively develop new safety and 
training protocols, and to even-
tually establish a safer path back 
to work when job sites reopened 
through a phased-in approach.

In consultation with industry 
stakeholders, the City of Boston’s 
Boston Public Health Commis-
sion(BPHC) and Inspectional Ser-
vices Department (ISD) also set 
some of the strictest guidelines 
and regulations in the nation to 
promote worker and community 
safety.

Now, those regulations will be 
further bolstered by the creation of 

testing, tracing and treatment hubs 
in areas with high concentrations 
of construction activity, along 
with a sweeping public messaging 
effort, all aimed at keeping work-
ers, their families, and their com-
munities safe by preventing further 
COVID-19 spread. The multi-plat-
form messaging campaign seeks to 
bolster public health and showcas-
es best practices to slow the spread 
of the disease by prioritizing safety 
both at work and at home. The 
goal is to minimize pressure on 
our healthcare system and to pro-
tect the health of Boston and sur-
rounding communities.

The Construction Stops 
COVID initiative has underscored 
the power and importance of joint 
labor-management partnerships. 
Construction Stops COVID has 
been coordinated and launched 
with the support of construction 
managers John Moriarty & Asso-
ciates, Suffolk, and Turner Con-
struction, along with support from 
several key stakeholders who have 
been working collaboratively since 
March 2020, when the industry 
came together to launch the first 
round of safety protocols as part of 
the COVID-19 Construction Sub-
committee. That subcommittee is 
made up of construction unions 
and area construction companies, 
and has now joined forces with 
local and global health experts to 
form Construction Stops COVID. 

The collaboration was formal-
ly announced as part of a virtual 
kickoff event on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 22, 2020.

“We applaud Partners In 
Health, the building trades unions, 
the contractors and developers, 
and all of the other stakeholders 
who are making this initiative 
a reality,” said City of Boston 
Mayor Martin J. Walsh in a state-
ment. “The building trades unions 
have a strong culture of safety and 
they will be natural allies to Part-
ners In Health in documenting and 
strengthening a model of work-
place protections that will help 
other industries raise standards.”

“Like all essential workers 
who play a key role in our econ-
omy, construction workers are 
at high risk for being infected 
with COVID-19,” said Dr. Joia 
Mukherjee, Chief Medical Offi-
cer of Partners In Health. “Unions 
are critical in the fight for health 
equity, and we applaud the Build-
ing Trades for developing this 
innovative program to keep con-

struction workers safe in this pan-
demic.”

Specifically, Partners In Health 
is supporting public health aware-
ness efforts by providing expert 
and scientific messaging to inform 
the industry about sound safety 
measures aimed at keeping this 
vital workforce on the job while 
keeping themselves, their families, 
and the community safe.

Boston-based Harbor Health 
Services will provide COVID test-
ing and follow-up services from 
the testing hubs.

“Community health centers 
have played an incredibly import-
ant role in expanding access to 
COVID testing in Greater Bos-
ton,” explains Harbor Health Ser-
vices’ President and CEO Chuck 
Jones. “We look forward to this 
new and innovative partnership 
to help keep essential construction 
workers safe and healthy.”

ADVERTISE IN THE TIMES. CALL 781-485-0588

THE CITY OF BOSTON CAN HELP YOU

understand your healthcare options.

Mayor Martin J. Walsh
#BOSCanHelp

BOS :311

Together, we can navigate your healthcare plan
options to find the best fit for you. For more
information about this and other resources you may
qualify for, visit www.boston.gov/benefits or call 311.

Greater boston building trades unions and contractors and 
partners in health promote cOVID-19 safety in construction
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By Dan Murphy

Joel Pierce, who served on the 

Beacon Hill Architectural Com-

mission for nearly three decades 

before stepping down earlier this 

year, has been named the recipient 

of the Beacon Hill Civic Associa-

tion’s 24th annual Beacon Award 

for his “significant and sustained 

contribution” to the community.

“I never though I’d be in the 

running,” Pierce said. “I saw the 

names of the previous winners and 

was surprised to be in such distin-

guished company.”

Pierce moved to Beacon Hill 

in 1978 and joined the Civic 

Association’s board of directors 

the following year, serving as its 

chairman for one year circa 1983. 

In 1993, he began his tenure as 

the Civic Association’s nominee 

to the Beacon Hill Architectural 

Commission and would go on to 

dutifully serve in that role until his 

retirement in July of this year.

“I’ve lived on the same block 

for almost 43 years now,” Pierce 

said, “and I served on the Archi-

tectural Commission for about 

half that time.”

Unlike some other commis-

sioners he served alongside, Pierce 

wasn’t an architect by profession, 

but instead an attorney, and while 

he said his legal background some-

times came in handy during his 
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Agency releases 

draft project 

proposal for 

Hurley building 

redevelopment 

By Dan Murphy

The state’s Division of Capital 

Asset Management and Mainte-

nance presented its draft project 

proposal for the redevelopment 

of the Charles F. Hurley Building 

during a virtual meeting on Dec. 

17.
Bound on three sides by Stani-

ford, Cambridge and New Char-

don streets, the Brutalist building 

occupies about 327,000 gross 

square-feet, and has an additional 

241,000 square footage of unused 

space on a 3½-acre site. The build-

ing, which opened in 1971, and 

now faces an estimated $225+ 

million in capital renewal needs, 

currently provides office space for 

around 680 employees working in 

the Department of Unemployment 

Assistance, MassHire and several 

other state labor and workforce 

departments.

DCAMM expects to issue a 

Request for Proposals (RFP) early 

next year, said Abi Vladeck, a 

senior project manager with the 

agency, and then to designate a 

private redevelopment partner for 

the project in late ’21. . Construc-

tion is subsequently scheduled to 

commence in 2023, she said, and 

to wrap up around two years later.

The project’s goals, Vladeck 

said, include finding a cost-effec-

tive solution for renewing and 

replacing the outdated building, as 

well as to provide office space for 

the state under long-term leases, 

as well as to reduce the “super-

block” effect through which the 

site was conceived to secure it 

from automobiles. 

In an effort to address neighbor-

hood and preservation concerns, 

DCAMM will offer the entire site 

as part of the project, including 

the open space surrounding the 

abutting Erich Lindemann Mental 

Health Center (although no per-

manent structures will be allowed 

there, and could result in the ter-

mination of the lease).

The redevelopment project 

must include 200 parking spac-

By Dan Murphy

The Beacon Hill Architectur-

al Commission approved Suffolk 

University’s application to install 

new awnings at 22 Beacon St. at 

its monthly hearing that took place 

virtually on Thursday, Dec. 17.

John Nucci, Suffolk’s senior 

vice president of external affairs, 

said the signage would be mini-

mal and intended only to identify 

the location, which be designated 

solely for administrative use and 

operate only between the hours of 

8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The new awnings, which would 

be marine blue in color and iden-

tical in style as the blade banners 

found at 8 Ashburton Place and 73 

Tremont St., would replace exist-

ing awnings at the proposed loca-

tion, Nucci said, and be installed 

there using existing hardware.

“We’re not attaching anything 

to the façade of the building,” 

Nucci said. “We’re simply using 

the awning for signage purposes.”

The commission also approved 

an application for 104 Mt. Vernon 

St. to install two granite 

window wells with removable, 

flush steel grates at the ground 

level on the building’s front facade, 

keeping the top of the granite and 

the grates flush with the brick side-

walk.
A piece of wood was secured 

in front each of the two base-

ment-level windows, said Brigid 

Williams, the project’s architect, 

during the installation of the side-

walk, which sits “quite a bit higher 

than the window sills.],” and this 

has subsequently caused rainwa-

ter to accumulate on the wooden 

bHAc approves application 

for Suffolk University’s awnings

(AwArd, Pg. 3)

(BHAC  Pg. 4)

(Hurley, Pg. 4)

The Dec. 17 snow 

turned Chestnut 

Street into a winter 

wonderland. For 

some, the snow 

meant shoveling, but 

for Cosmo Shattock 

(photo right) it 

meant  time to get 

out and play.

Joel Pierce receives 24th 

annual beacon Award
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The stained glass in the last clue is on 78 Beacon Street built circa 
1848. Until 1992 it was the office of the Unitarian Universalist Service 
Committee. It has been a single-family home since 1994.

Do you have a favorite building or detail you would like featured? Send 
an email to Penny@BostonZest.com with your suggestion.

Real Estate Transfers

THIS WeeK'S cLUe

Attention to Detail
BY PennY CHeruBIno

THIS WeeK'S ANSWerBUYER 1BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE

BACK BAY 

JDunne, Michael      Mcdonnell, Edward 342 Marlborough St #1       $2,150,000

BEACON HILL
Antico, Rosette J JDMD Owner LLC 45 Temple St #211             $2,400,000
Callahan, Ronald J         Mccafferty, Kevin M 8 Whittier Pl #6E             $765,000
    
BAY VILLAGE/SOUTH END/KENMORE
Lawless, Hannah 435 Columbus Ave LLC 435 Columbus Ave #1        $850,0000
Delgiacco, Elizabeth Menegatti, Christian 14 Follen St #3               $1,425,000
Freliech, Michael A    Willett, Ellen D 15 Lawrence St #2          $1,100,000
SCD 380 Stuart Street LLC John Hancock Life Ins Co 380 Stuart St                  $177,000,000
Crampton, David Patti B Silver T    400 Stuart St #18L           $860,000
ackman, Derek          Morse, Guy W             139 E Berkeley St #602        $1,020,000
Daynard, David Stevenson T           28 Greenwich Park #3     $2,030,000
Bryant, Jonathan Rowe, Rebecca 5 Hanson St #5                $900,000
9 Keswick LLC Fredriksen, Paula L 9 Keswick St                    $2,275,000
Zaniboni Prvte Single FT Katherine L Pinard T    50-52 Rutland Sq #3            $1,510,000
Krug, Guyon Byrnes, Christopher C   711 Tremont St #4        $1,105,000
Glynn, Tricia M Ricks, Alan A         52 Union Park #4-5          $3,436,875
Delgiorno, Alexander V    Walsh, Kimberly 106 Union Park St #1             $715,500
Merselis, Jeffrey S Morgan, John 90 Wareham St #308           $755,000

WATERFRONT/DOWNTOWN
Holland, Emily H       Juliano, William      106 Commercial St #1         $975,000 
Nino, Richard Hunsicker, Brian  57 Fulton St #1              $619,000

Say GOODBYE to 2020 and start the New Year
WITH A RATE THAT CAN’T BE BEAT! 

ACTUAL SIZE

GET 12 WEEKS OF 
EYES ON YOUR AD
CHOOSE FROM 4 COMMUNITIES 

TO ADVERTISE IN!
Don’t miss out on our Professional 

Service Directory Special!

ONLY ONLY 
$$100100

2-PAPER 2-PAPER 
BUYBUY  $$150150
3-PAPER 3-PAPER 
BUYBUY  $$200200
4-PAPER 4-PAPER 
BUY BUY $$250250
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Published every Thursday serving back bay - souTh end - Fenway - kenmore

If you are looking to get in contact with our staff 
or any info related to the Boston Sun please call 

781-485-0588 or contact us via email.
Email addresses are listed on the editorial page.

southbound on...washington?
 check it out on PAGE 7

Time for Mass/Cass 3.0?
WSANA neighbors 

say 2.0 plan is failing

STAYING COOL ON COMM AVE.

BPS looks to hybrid, 
in-person model for fall

By Seth Daniel

The Boston School Committee 
heard a plan from the adminis-
tration of Boston Public Schools 
(BPS) for its proposed plans to 
re-open all schools this fall in a 
hybrid, in-person model where 
students would attend two days a 
week in groups.

Supt. Brenda Cassellius told the 
Committee and also in a letter to 
parents that surveys and commu-
nity meetings have revealed most 

parents are comfortable sending 
their children back to school in 
some fashion. 

“We’ve learned that many par-
ents/guardians wish for their stu-
dents to return to school this fall 
in some capacity,” she wrote in the 
letter. “Under current guidelines, 
BPS will not be able to transport 
the number of students we have 
traditionally brought to and from 
school on our school buses each 
day. Because of the transportation 

By Lauren Bennett

The City Council Committee 
on Ways and Means held a lengthy 
hearing on July 28 regarding Bos-
ton Police Department (BPD) over-
time, after which many councilors 
still had many questions regarding 
different aspects of the BPD struc-

ture and overtime. 
Committee Chair Kenzie Bok 

assured the councilors and the 
public that these questions will 
be part of an extensive follow-up 
with the appropriate departments. 

The City Council voted to pass 
the proposed budget for Fiscal 
Year 2021 in June, which calls 

for the reallocation of $12 million 
in police overtime. Bok said she 
believes it’s the Council’s “respon-
sibility” to ensure that the admin-
istration follows through and real-
izes this savings.

Councilor Andrea Campbell 

City Council holds hearing on police overtime 

Haddon Hall construction work violates 
zoning permit; raises concerns in the Back Bay

Family history becoming a very popular ‘Quarantine Project’

Lisa Jones, a union official with the school bus drivers’ union, spoke 
on Wednesday at a rally in front of City Hall that challenged the BPS 
Re-Opening Plan and called for more safeguards.

(BPS Re-oPening, Pg. 4)

(Police oveRtime, Pg. 9)

By Lauren Bennett

The renovation work at 29 
Commonwealth in the Back Bay, 
known as Haddon Hall, has been 
underway for some time now, but 
the Neighborhood Association of 
the Back Bay (NABB) has raised 

some concerns about recent vio-
lations at the site, which is in a 
Groundwater Conservation Over-
lay District (GCOD).    

In 2017, the property was sold 
to developer Hexagon Properties, 
who wanted to convert it to a pri-
vate club. NABB and many other 

community members were against 
this proposal as they did not feel 
this location was the best one for 
such a use. 

The proposal was eventually 
changed into one for luxury con-

(Haddon Hall, Pg. 3)

Digging out old pics 
and making family 
trees eats up extra time

By Seth Daniel

With ample time in the present, 
many have found themselves delv-
ing deep into the past.

Family history and genealogy 
have become one of the most pop-
ular “Quarantine Projects” over 
the last several months as people 
of all ages found themselves with 
more time and the ability to pick 
up unfinished projects or start new 
“past” times.

That’s exactly what happened 

for Etta Rosen of the South End, 
who had always promised her 
late mother she would catalog 
and label the more than 100 pho-
tos they had of relatives they had 
visited after World War II. There, 
however, had never seemed to be 
enough time to do it just how she 

(genealogy, Pg. 6

By Seth Daniel

Prior to COVID-19, many resi-
dents of the Worcester Square area 
were upbeat about last summer’s 
rollout of the City’s Mass/Cass 
2.0 plan to address homelessness, 
drug addiction and quality of life 
on the corridor, but now neighbors 

are calling the program a complete 
failure.

In the wake of several unmet 
deadlines for the promised six-
month report on 2.0, a pub-
lic dashboard that would give 
detailed metrics of the plan, and 
the recent new homeless shelter 

(WSana, Pg. 8)

It’s been hot outside, but staying cool on the Comm Ave Mall is old William Lloyd Garrison, who is com-
memorated as one of many statues on the Mall. With temperatures in the 90s for several days this week, resi-
dents have flocked outside in the mornings and evenings to enjoy such scenes.

T H E R E  A R E  N O  T I M E S  l I K E  T H E S E  T I M E S
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By Lauren Bennett

The City Council Committee 
on Ways and Means held a lengthy 
hearing on July 28 regarding Bos-
ton Police Department (BPD) over-
time, after which many councilors 
still had many questions regarding 
different aspects of the BPD struc-
ture and overtime. 

Committee Chair Kenzie Bok 
assured the councilors and the 
public that these questions will 
be part of an extensive follow-up 
with the appropriate departments. 

The City Council voted to pass 
the proposed budget for Fiscal 
Year 2021 in June, which calls 
for the reallocation of $12 million 

in police overtime. Bok said she 
believes it’s the Council’s “respon-
sibility” to ensure that the admin-
istration follows through and real-
izes this savings.

Councilor Andrea Campbell 
started by saying she would have 
liked to see even more money 
removed from the police budget, 
and stated that she has seen an 
“uptick in homicides and stab-
bings” in her district of Dorches-
ter and Mattapan. She said that 
she has heard conversations in the 
community that the lowering of 
the overtime budget is leading to 
less police officers out in the com-

BOOK YOUR 
POST IT

Call Your 
Advertising Rep
(781)485-0588

For the latest news in Beacon Hill that you need to know, check 

www.beaconhilltimes.com

Beacon Hill Civic Association 
Community Corner

Beacon Hill Civic Association 
Committees

Every spring, the Beacon Hill 
Civic Association publishes its 
Annual Report covering com-
mittee accomplishments during 
the past year. We’ll be sharing the 
committees’ reports here over the 
next weeks.

Parks & Public Spaces
 Committee

The Parks & Public Spac-
es Committee is charged with 
monitoring the condition of our 
neighborhood’s greenspaces, pri-
marily the Common, the Public 
Garden and the Esplanade. We 

(BHca Pg. 4)

COOLING OFF ON THE COMMON

(Police, Pg.6)

PHOTOS BY D. MURPHY

The Tadpole Playground, which remains a popular destination for families from Boston and beyond. City Council holds lengthy 
hearing on police overtime

By Times staff

A truck carrying an oversized 
metal frame cut a swath through 
the neighborhood on Wednesday, 
July 22, at about 8:30 a.m., top-
pling a tree and spinning a postal 
box around on the sidewalk near 
the corner of Revere and Garden 
streets in the process.

A reader who alerted us to this 

matter said she has observed count-
less over-sized vehicles “get into 
trouble” while cutting through the 
neighborhood during the 20 years 
she has lived on Beacon Hill.

“It makes me wonder why, 
at the least, there’s no signage at 
the corner of Charles and Revere 
streets that warns drivers of 
what lies ahead,” Deborah Holt 
wrote. “Full-sized tour buses (of 

which there have been several) and 
very large trucks cannot negotiate 
the turns required to exit down to 
Cambridge Street or up to Myrtle 
Street.   Revere Street is especial-
ly susceptible to being used as a 
cut-through by unfamiliar drivers 
because of the direct access from 
Storrow Drive.  There should be 
signage that strongly warns driv-

Truck cutting through neighborhood leaves destruction in its path

(tRuck, Pg. 12)

By Seth Daniel

Capt. Robert Ciccolo comes 
from a long line of police officers 
in his family, but that didn’t mean 
he knew he wanted to be a police 
officer too.

In fact, the 37-year veteran said 
it took him awhile to decide his line 
of work, which was cemented after 
joining the Boston Police Cadet 
program in the 1980s. Now, he is 
the new leader of the Charlestown 
and Downtown Police Area (A-15 
and A-1), coming from a supervi-
sory role on the Night Command 
for the North of the City – which 
included Charlestown.

“Policing wasn’t always my first 

choice,” he said. “I was a young 
man who wasn’t sure where I 
wanted to go. It wasn’t like all 
my life I wanted to be a cop like 

Captain Robert Ciccolo.

Being Safe and Feeling Safe
Capt. Ciccolo new leader of downtown police district

(ciccolo, Pg. 9)

By Seth Daniel

The Zoning Board of Appeals 
(ZBA) has sent an appeal of the 
restaurant permit for recent-
ly-opened Tatte Bakery + Café in 
the Warren Street office building 
to the Law Department for further 
review.

Abutter Ken Flynn appealed 
the decision of the Inspectional 
Services Department (ISD) for 
issuing a building permit for 
Tatte to build out its restaurant 
– an appeal that was delayed by 
COVID-19 shutdowns while the 

construction of Tatte motored on 
towards its July opening.

On July 21, the ZBA took up 
the appeal by Flynn, who was 
represented by Attorney Nina 
Pickering-Cook. The gist of his 
appeal is that Urban Renewal 
is butting up against zoning. 
Typically, the Urban Renewal Plan 
(URP) supersedes any zoning laws, 
and Flynn argues that a restaurant 
is not defined as a retail use in 
Urban Renewal. A few years ago, 
after a long fight over the prop-
erty, Flynn agreed to a retail use 

By Seth Daniel

Capt. Robert Ciccolo comes 
from a long line of police officers 
in his family, but that didn’t mean 
he knew he wanted to be a police 
officer too.

In fact, the 37-year veteran said 
it took him awhile to decide his line 
of work, which was cemented after 
joining the Boston Police Cadet 
program in the 1980s. Now, he is 
the new leader of the Charlestown 
and Downtown Police Area (A-15 
and A-1), coming from a supervi-
sory role on the Night Command 
for the North of the City – which 
included Charlestown.

“Policing wasn’t always my first 
choice,” he said. “I was a young 
man who wasn’t sure where I 
wanted to go. It wasn’t like all 
my life I wanted to be a cop like 
my dad. I wasn’t sure as a teen. 
Then I graduated high school and 
decided to look at the cadet pro-
gram. The Cadets are wonderful 
because it allowed me to work 
in the Police Department before I 

actually became a police officer.”
Ciccolo’s father was a Boston 

Police Officer, and so was his 
uncle. He also has a niece and a 
nephew who are Boston Police 
Officers as well. He joined the 

Cadets in 1983, and was officially 
sworn in as an officer in 1987.

Ciccolo has a very diverse career 
within BPD. He was a patrolman 
and sergeant in Mattapan and a 
lieutenant in Jamaica Plain and the 
Station Captain in Hyde Park for 
a time. He’s been the commander 
of the dispatch operations and 
also led the Hackney Division. 
Most recently, he spent the last 
four and a half years as the Night 
Commander for the North Zone.

One of the things he likes is the 
changes one can make within the 
department.

“It’s a wonderful job in you 
can have so many different jobs 
without leaving the same employ-
er,” he said. “There are such a 
wide variety of functions you can 
work at. I think a benefit of a 
large department is you can re-in-
vigorate yourself periodically by 
making such changes.”

And, of course, change is a key 
word these days in policing and 
Ciccolo said he is concentrating as 
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By Seth Daniel

When Republican 
Congressional Candidate Rayla 
Campbell prayed for an opportu-
nity to run for office, she had no 
idea just how elaborately – and 
at times hurtfully – that prayer 
would be answered.

Yet, that answered prayer 
brought her to a home on Eden 
Street on July 22 for a house 
party in her honor with a healthy 
group of Charlestown resi-
dents and movers-and-shakers 
ready to back her campaign for 
the 7th Congressional District 
against sitting Congresswoman 
Ayanna Pressley. The new-found 
Charlestown backing is the kind of 
support that has come out of left 
field for the Randolph Republican, 
who is an African American 
woman and Trump supporter that 
was recently the target of a racial-
ly-charged, vulgar and offensive 
video posted by Boston communi-
ty organizer (Violence in Boston, 
Inc. founder) Monica Cannon-
Grant – a long-time campaign sup-
porter for Pressley. Cannon-Grant 
was upset Campbell was running 
against Pressley, and that members 
of the conservative Super Happy 
Fun Group showed up uninvited 
at some of Campbell’s events – a 
group that organized last sum-

mer’s Straight Pride Parade.
The video has gone viral in 

every sense of the word, viral in 
the sense that it has sickened peo-
ple all across the region and viral 

7th Heaven
In wake of video, Republican Candidate Campbell finds 
supporters in Democratic strongholds like Charlestown

Republican Congressional 
Candidate Rayla Campbell 
speaks to potential voters during 
a house party fundraiser for 
her in Charlestown on July 22. 
Campbell is running against 
Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley 
in the 7th District, but as an 
African American woman who 
is a Republican and a Trump 
supporter – she has drawn the 
ire of many Pressley supporters, 
including a horribly offensive 
and vulgar video posted by a 
well-connected community orga-
nizer in Boston.

USS Constitution 
Mesueum talks 
Civil War ships

By Michael Manning - Overseer -        

USS Constitution Museum    

What is the best known war-
ship designed and built in the 
Charlestown Navy Yard?  You’d 
say, well, the USS Constitution, 
of course.  However, you’d be 
off by approximately 700 yards.  
The USS Constitution was built 
in Edmund Hartt’s shipyard in 
Boston’s North End, located at 
the present site of the United 
States Coast Guard facility on 
Commercial Street.

Most naval historians agree 
that a number of famous warships 
were designed and built in the 
Charlestown Navy Yard.  One 
of the better known vessels: the 
USS Merrimack.  The Merrimack, 

named after the river, was one 
of six hybrid-powered frigates 
ordered in 1854 by the US Navy.  
She was launched in 1855 after 14 
months of construction at what 

was then known as the Boston 
Navy Yard (in Charlestown).  As 
hybrid-powered vessels, this class 
of frigates had both sails and a 

Stories from the Shipyard

Being Safe and Feeling Safe
Capt. Ciccolo new leader of downtown police district

Fight on 40 Warren goes to 
legal Dept., Tatte CEO resigns

(camPBell Pg. 12)

Images courtesy of Hampton Roads Museum

USS Monitor (foreground) versus CSS Virginia (background)

(SHiPyaRd Pg. 4)

Capt. Robert Ciccolo has taken 
over as the leader of the down-
town police district, including 
Areas A-1 (Downtown) and A-15 
(Charlestown). 

(ciccolo Pg. 4)
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By John Lynds

At his daily briefing last week 
Mayor Martin Walsh commented 
on the draft plan Boston Public 
School (BPS) Superintendent 
Brenda Cassellius submitted to the 
school committee. 

According to the plan a return 
to school this fall would combine 
in-person and remote learning. 

Mayor Walsh said the draft 
plan submitted by Cassellius and 
her team included a great deal of 
research, dialogue, thought, and 
care. He also reminded families 

that the process of getting input 
and feedback from communities 
continues. 

The next BPS reopening pub-
lic community meeting is this 
Thursday, July 30 and Walsh said 
BPS wants to hear from commu-
nity members as they continue 
planning for the fall.

To sign up for the meeting visit 
https://www.bostonpublicschools.
org. 

“Your feedback is critical and 
will guide many important deci-
sions required to ensure a safe and 
healthy return to school buildings 

in September,” said Walsh. 
Walsh added that he under-

stands that families are anxious 
to see a final plan. He reminded 
everyone that it is important to 
take our time and get it right. 
Public health data guides these 
decisions, and the City continues 
to monitor that data and prioritize 
the health and safety of children, 
teachers, and staff. 

He also said equity is a central 
concern to the reopening process. 

“By September, children will 

Visit www.northendregional.com
Email stephen.quigley@reverejournal.com or deb@bostonsun.com or call 781-485-0588 for your Regional Review information

BEAT THE SUMMER HEAT

(ScHoolS, Pg. 5)

By Seth Daniel

Capt. Robert Ciccolo comes 
from a long line of police officers 
in his family, but that didn’t mean 
he knew he wanted to be a police 
officer too.

In fact, the 37-year veter-
an said it took him awhile to 
decide his line of work, which 
was cemented after joining the 
Boston Police Cadet program in 
the 1980s. Now, he is the new 
leader of the Charlestown and 
Downtown Police Area (A-15 and 
A-1), coming from a supervisory 
role on the Night Command for 
the North of the City – which 
included Charlestown.

“Policing wasn’t always my 
first choice,” he said. “I was 
a young man who wasn’t sure 
where I wanted to go. It wasn’t 
like all my life I wanted to be a 
cop like my dad. I wasn’t sure 
as a teen. Then I graduated high 
school and decided to look at the 
cadet program. The Cadets are 
wonderful because it allowed me 
to work in the Police Department 

before I actually became a police 
officer.”

Ciccolo’s father was a Boston 
Police Officer, and so was his 
uncle. He also has a niece and a 
nephew who are Boston Police 
Officers as well. He joined the 
Cadets in 1983, and was officially 
sworn in as an officer in 1987.

Ciccolo has a very diverse career 
within BPD. He was a patrolman 
and sergeant in Mattapan and a 
lieutenant in Jamaica Plain and 
the Station Captain in Hyde Park 
for a time. He’s been the com-

By Phil Orlandella

New Health has opened 
a COVID-19 testing site in the 
Nazzaro Community Center park-
ing lot for North End residents.

The site is open, rain or shine 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
9 a.m. to 12 p.m.. No symptoms 
unnecessary to book an appoint-
ment at 617-643-8000.

After the opening, New Health 
recognized Representative Aaron 
Michlewitz for helping to establish 
the North End COVID-19 testing 
site in the neighborhood.

Entrance to the testing site is 
from North Bennet Street. No 
access from Prince Street.

According to New Health, 
“Testing is available without a 
referral. Residents who are not 
exhibiting symptoms can be tested. 
Proof of residency is required.”

Prior to testing, a telehealth test 
will be conducted which is appar-
ently covered by major health 
insurance providers. Those who 
have no insurance will be tested 
free.

“I want to make sure our most 
vulnerable residents are kept safe 
during this pandemic,” said New 
Health CEO James Luisi.

He added, “We’ve opened this 
site close to encourage residents 
of the North End to come and get 
tested.”

Captain Robert Ciccolo.

New COVID-19 testing site 
now open in the North End

PHOTO BY MATT CONTI

There are several fountains and other places, including the Mirabella Pool, in the area to cool off this summer, 
and enjoy the other activities taking place at the popular area. 

Walsh comments on BPS’s draft plan for fall reopening

By John Lynds

After reporting a seven percent 
increase in the COVID-19 infec-
tion rate in the North End two 
weeks ago the infection rate here 
has only risen 2.8 percent. 

According to the latest data 
released by the Boston Public 
Health Commission (BPHC) on 

Friday the North End, as well as 
West End, Beacon Hill, Back Bay 
and Downtown the infection rate 
rose only 2.8 percent in the past 
two weeks. 

On Friday the BPHC released 
its weekly COVID-19 stats by 
neighborhood that tracks infec-
tion rates and COVID testing 
results in Boston neighborhoods. 

The BPHC data released last 
Friday showed the North End, 
West End, Beacon Hill, Back Bay 
and Downtown had an infection 
rate of 91.7 cases per 10,000 
residents, up from 89.2 cases per 
10,000 residents two week ago. 

The number of confirmed cases 

Latest COVID-19 update information for North End

(uPdate Pg. 5)

Being Safe and Feeling Safe
Capt. Ciccolo new leader of downtown police district

(ciccolo Pg. 2)
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From Boston Police Area A-1
COMMUNITY SERVICE OFFICE: 617-343-4627

DRUG UNIT: 617-343-4879 • EMERGENCIES: 911

BEACON HILL BEAT

Assault and battery
12/18/20  - A victim report-

ed he was punched in the face at 
around 6:53 p.m. on Mt. Vernon 
Street by a male suspect who was 
operating a gray Ford Fusion. The 
victim said the suspect got out 
of his vehicle following a verbal 
altercation that transpired after 
the suspect’s vehicle almost struck 
the victim while he was walking. 
The suspect struck him on his 
cheek and fled in the vehicle. The 

victim declined medical attention 
at this time.

Larceny - Shoplifting
12/21/20 – A Cambridge 

Street store reported three sus-
pects stole items from the “tech” 
aisle, including a battery Charger, 
two Bluetooth devices, two Fitbit 
Versa/Logitech combos and one 
Fitbit charger before fleeing on 
foot at approximately 8:08 p.m.

The state’s November total 
unemployment rate is down 0.7 
percentage points at 6.7 percent, 
the Executive Office of Labor 
and Workforce Development 
announced Friday.

The Bureau of Labor Statistics’ 
preliminary job estimates indi-
cate Massachusetts added 12,200 
jobs in November. This follows 
last month’s revised gain of 9,500 
jobs. Over the month, the private 
sector added 15,600 jobs as gains 
occurred in Trade, Transportation, 
and Utilities; Professional, Scien-
tific, and Business Services; Con-
struction; Education and Health 
Services; Leisure and Hospitality; 
Information; Financial Activi-
ties; Manufacturing; and Other 
Services.  Government lost jobs 
over the month.

From November 2019 to 
November 2020, BLS estimates 
Massachusetts lost 337,900 
jobs. Losses occurred in each of 
the private sectors, with the larg-
est percentage losses in Leisure 
and Hospitality; Other Services; 
Construction; and Education and 
Health Services.

The November unemployment 
rate was the same as the national 
rate of 6.7 percent reported by the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics.

The labor force decreased by 
43,900 from 3,622,200 in Octo-
ber, as 18,000 fewer residents 
were employed and 25,900 fewer 
residents were unemployed over 
the month.

Over the year, the state’s sea-
sonally adjusted unemployment 
rate increased by 3.9 percentage 
points.

The state’s labor force partici-
pation rate – the total number of 
residents 16 or older who worked 
or were unemployed and active-
ly sought work in the last four 
weeks – dropped to 63.1 percent. 
Compared to November 2019, 
the labor force participation rate 
is down by 4.8 percentage points.   

November 2020 Employment 
Overview 

•Trade, Transportation and 
Utilities added 6,800 (+1.3%) jobs 
over the month. Over the year, 
Trade, Transportation and Utilities 
lost 36,100 (-6.2%) jobs.

•Professional, Scientific and 
Business Services gained 3,500 
(+0.6%) jobs over the month. 
Over the year, Professional, Sci-
entific and Business Services lost 
21,500 (-3.6%) jobs. 

•Construction added 2,900 
(+2.0%) jobs over the month. 
Over the year, Construction has 

lost 13,500 (-8.3%) jobs.
•Education and Health Ser-

vices gained 1,000 (+0.1%) jobs 
over the month. Over the year, 
Education and Health Services lost 
64,000 (-7.8%) jobs.

•Leisure and Hospitality added 
600 (+0.2%) jobs over the month. 
Over the year, Leisure and Hospi-
tality lost 132,800 (-35.1%) jobs.

•Information gained 
300 (+0.3%) jobs over the month. 
Over the year, Information lost 
3,600 (-3.8%) jobs.

•Financial Activities added 200 
(+0.1%) jobs over the month. 
Over the year, Financial Activities 
lost 1,600 (-0.7%) jobs.

•Manufacturing gained 100 
(0.0%) jobs over the month. Over 
the year, Manufacturing lost 8,900 
(-3.6%) jobs.

•Other Services added 100 
(+0.1%) jobs over the month. 
Over the year, Other Services are 
down 25,600 (-18.5%) jobs.

•Government lost 3,400 
(-0.8%) jobs over the month. Over 
the year, Government lost 30,100 
(-6.6%) jobs. 

 Labor Force Overview 
The November estimates show 

3,337,200 Massachusetts resi-
dents were employed and 241,100 
were unemployed, for a total labor 

force of 3,578,300. The unem-
ployment rate at 6.7 percent was 
down by 0.7 percentage points 
from the October estimate of 7.4 
percent. The November labor 
force decreased by 43,900 from 
3,622,200 in October, as 18,000 
fewer residents were employed, 
and 25,900 fewer residents were 
unemployed over the month. The 
labor force participation rate, the 
share of working age population 
employed and unemployed, was 
down 0.8 percentage points over 
the month at 63.1 percent. Over 
the year, the labor force was down 
256,800 from the 3,835,100 
November 2019 estimate, with 
391,400 fewer residents employed 
and 134,600 more residents unem-
ployed. 

 The unemployment rate is 
based on a monthly sample of 
households. The job estimates are 
derived from a monthly sample 
survey of employers. As a result, 
the two statistics may exhibit dif-
ferent monthly trends. The Bureau 
of Labor Statistics implemented 
the Current Population Survey lev-
el-shift outliers into the estimation 
models to incorporate the state 
claims and CES inputs starting 
with the revised March estimates. 
These level shifts preserved move-

ments in published estimates that 
the models otherwise would have 
discounted as sampling error. 
Seasonal factors, which were sus-
pended beginning with the March 
estimates, have been resumed and 
were applied starting with the June 
estimates. 

 NOTES:  
The labor force is the sum of 

the numbers of employed residents 
and those unemployed, that is 
residents not working but active-
ly seeking work in the last four 
weeks. Estimates may not add 
up to the total labor force due to 
rounding. 

 For further information on 
seasonal adjustment methodology, 
please refer to the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics websitehttps://www.bls.
gov. 

 Local area unemployment sta-
tistics for November 2020 will be 
released on Tuesday, December 
22, 2020. The preliminary Decem-
ber 2020 and revised November 
2020 unemployment rate, labor 
force and job estimates for Massa-
chusetts will be released on Friday, 
January 22, 2021. See the 2020 
Media Advisory annual sched-
ule for a complete list of release 
dates.

massachusetts unemployment and job estimates for November

In memory of Suffolk prose-
cutor Paul McLaughlin, and in 
honor of his commitment to using 
the law as a means to improve 
the communities he served, Dis-
trict Attorney Rachael Rollins has 
created the Paul R. McLaughlin 
Memorial Scholarship and invited 
high school students in their junior 
year from Boston, Chelsea, Revere 
and Winthrop to apply.

“I never had the privilege of 
working with Paul, but more than 

25 years after his murder, his pas-
sion for justice and second chances 
still stand as an inspiration to all of 
us.  This scholarship opportunity 
is one way that we can continue 
the work that Paul dedicated his 
life to,” District Attorney Rollins 
said.  “He saw the role of the pros-
ecutor as more than just holding 
individuals accountable for their 
actions. He knew that serving the 
community means engaging with 
the community not just on the 

DA rollins invites high school students to apply for paid internship in memory of fallen prosecutor

worst days of their lives, but every 
day; not just in courtrooms, but in 
neighborhoods.” 

Beginning in the Summer of 
2021, McLaughlin Scholars will 
have the opportunity to join Dis-
trict Attorney Rollins’ office for a 
two-month, paid internship.  The 
program pairs each student with 
a mentor within the office and 
allows the Scholars to work along-
side SCDAO staff.  Scholars will 
be immersed in one of five intern-
ship focus areas: Public Policy and 
Strategy, Community Affairs and 
Relationships, Child Protection 
and Advocacy, Neighborhood 
Safety and Strategic Prosecutions, 

and an Executive Team placement.
This office’s relationship with 

the McLaughlin Scholars will 
continue well after their intern-
ship ends.  Upon acceptance into 
college, the Scholars will receive 
financial assistance toward their 
higher education.

“Paul’s legacy lives on in the 
work that we are doing here at the 
Suffolk County District Attorney’s 
Office, at the Dorchester youth 
center that bears his name, and 
now with the McLaughlin Scholar-
ship.  This fund will help the next 
generation of aspiring civic leaders 
achieve the education necessary to 
continue the work that Paul com-

mitted his life to.  Paul’s work con-
tinues through all of us, and with 
this scholarship fund, we’re able 
to ensure that his work continues 
for generations,” District Attorney 
Rollins said.  “We’ve reached out 
to our partners at Suffolk County 
high schools and the community 
nonprofits we work with to spread 
the word about this high school 
scholarship opportunity.  We also 
made sure that our partners at 
the Department of Youth Services 
are aware of this opportunity.  I 
encourage all youth to apply for 
the Scholarship, regardless of their 
interactions with the criminal legal 
system.  I want to ensure that eli-
gible young people in every neigh-
borhood my office serves are able 
to apply for this opportunity.  It is 
my hope that our pool of appli-
cants reflects the diverse back-
grounds and experiences of our 
community, as well as the commit-
ment to service that Paul’s legacy 
embodies.”

The deadline for applications 
is February 5, 2021.  An online 
information session will take place 
on January 6, 2021.  For more 
information or to apply for the 
Paul R. McLaughlin Scholarship, 
please visit suffolkdistrictattorney.
com/scholarship.
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JOHN J. RECCA 
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454 617-723-3296
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HILL HOUSe OFFerING 
SemI-PrIVATe cLASSeS            
FOr FAmILY PODS

Hill House, Inc., located at 127 Mount Vernon 
St., recognizes that many families have formed pods 
to keep groups smaller/reduce exposure. 

To acknowledge that, Hill House is now offering 
semi-private classes and athletics for small cohorts of 
children. From art to science and Pre-K sports, there 
are open opportunities for you to come into the Fire-
house at flexible times and enjoy the wide array of 
enrichment programs and athletics with the comfort 
of knowing who you’re in the class with in an individ-
ualized space. These semi-private classes are open to 

all ages and led by our trained staff. For further infor-
mation and to sign up, call the Front Desk at 617-
227-5838, or visit www.hillhouseboston.org.

beAcON HILL SemINArS 
reGISTrATION AND KIcKOFF 

Beacon Hill Seminars is offering 18 online courses 
this spring and the public is invited to learn more at 
their Spring Semester Kickoff on Wednesday, Jan. 6, 
at 2 p.m. via Zoom.  The course leaders will share 
brief introductions to their classes on art, history, sci-
ence, politics and more.  

For more information, visit beaconhillseminars.org 
or email info@beaconhillseminars.org.

First Night® Boston, New 
England’s longest-running New 
Year’s Eve celebration, announced 
today its full performance schedule 
for its New Year’s Eve broadcast, 
and features an array of performers 
from Boston and beyond across all 
genres of music.

Beginning at 6:00 p.m. and con-
tinuing until 2:00 a.m., a stream of 
musical and artistic performances 
will showcase a diverse range of tal-
ents for audiences celebrating from 
home as the Covid-19 pandemic 
continues to disrupt everyday life. 
Held every year since 1975, First 
Night Boston is an annual celebra-
tion of the city’s arts, culture, and 
people. Since 2015, the event has 
culminated with lights, fireworks, 
ice sculptures, and music in Copley 
Square. 

“First Night Boston has been a 
cherished tradition for more than 
four decades, and a celebration of 
this size simply doesn’t just can-
cel,” said Dusty Rhodes, event 
director. “This city is packed with 
brilliant artists and rising stars who 
depend on events like First Night to 
showcase their talents, and we’re 
thrilled to move part of the show 
online and to the air.” In addition 
to the online stream, a special First 
Night Boston broadcast will air on 
NBC10 Boston from 7:00 p.m. – 
8:00 p.m., and on NECN and NBC 

Sports Boston from 11:00 p.m. – 
12:01 a.m. 

The show kicks off at 6:00 p.m., 
and the first hour will feature per-
formances from the Greater Bos-
ton Chinese Cultural Association 
(GBCCA), jazz from the Makanda 
Project, a booming organ perfor-
mance from the Church of Chris-
tian Science, and a dance set by 
North Shore’s Guardians of Isado-
ra.

From 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., it’s 
the Boston Youth Chamber giving 
way to highly acclaimed pianist 
Yelena Beriyeva, while Boston Gay 
Men’s Chorus closes out the hour 
after additional performances by 
GBCCA and Makanda Project. 

The Skating Club of Boston 
kicks off the 8:00 p.m. hour with 
a lineup of figure skating routines 
from Olympic hopefuls. Hyde 
Park’s Sweet Harmony performs 
their first of two upbeat sets before 
vocalist Maddi Ryan takes the 
stage, and East Boston’s Veroni-
ca Robles represents Boston’s first 
all-female mariachi band. 

The countdown continues with 
rising star Alli Haber kicking off 
the 9:00 p.m. hour, before giving 
way to the African and Caribbean 
beats of Zili Misik. The all-men 
quintet On the Outside performs a 
short set before the local Dempsey 
Sisters and Mandi Crimmins rock 

the house. 
The fifth hour features segments 

from Lori McKenna and Kemp 
Harris shot at Boston’s Boch Cen-
ter, while Boston hip-hopper Nan-
cia drops some beats with local 
scenes. Performances from rockers 
Sons of Levin and soulful Of Sea 
and Stone bring us to the 11:00 
p.m. hour, when NECN and NBC 
Sports Boston pick up the final 
countdown.   

The online stream will resume 
after midnight with some of the eve-
ning’s most popular performances 
re-airing until 2:00 a.m. The latest 
stream schedule is attached to this 
release, and available at www.first-
nightboston.org. 

In a normal year, hundreds of 
thousands of guests visit Copley 
Square and the surrounding area 
on New Year’s Eve. The event 
showcases Boston’s beauty in a 
night of light, music, and First 
Night Boston is supported entirely 
by contributions from the corpo-
rate community and the general 
public. Event sponsors for 2021 
include the City of Boston, Xfinity, 
Conventures, The Boston Founda-
tion, The Greater Boston Visitors 
and Convention Bureau, Strega 
Entertainment, and NBC Boston. 
Donations can be made to help 
support the event at the event web-
site, www.firstnightboston.org.
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The fifth hour features segments from Lori McKenna and Kemp 
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(As	of	December	22,	2020.	All	7mes	subject	to	minor	changes.)
 

Stream	Schedule,	December	31,	2020				www.firstnightboston.org

Performer Performance
Es,mated	
Hit	Time

Style

6:00	-	7:00	p.m.
GBCCA	Kick-Off	
Parade

First	Night	2020	
Parade	Clip 6:00	p.m.

Interpreta7v
e	Dance

Boston	Guzheng	
Ensemble Peng	Ba	Ban 6:01	p.m.

Tradi7onal,	
virtual	
performance

Makanda	Project It	Takes	a	While 6:05	p.m. Jazz
First	Church	of	Christ,	
Scien7st

Fugue	in	E-Flat	
Major,	by	Bach 6:17	p.m.

Organ	
Recital

Guardians	of	Isadora Dance	Set 6:23	p.m.

Avant	Gard	
Women's	
Dance	
Group

Makanda	Project Caribe 6:32	p.m. Jazz

GBCCA	Chinese	Music	
Ensemble Divina7on 6:44	p.m.

Chinese	
Virtual	
Ensemble

Chu	Ling	Dance	
Academy

Dance	Set
6:49	p.m.

Chinese	
Dance

Chester	Brezniak	&	
Yelena	Beriyeva

Donald	
Mar7no's		Sona
ta	for	Clarinet	
and	Piano 6:53	p.m.

Piano	and	
Clarinet	Duo

	
7:00	p.m.	-	8:00	p.m.
Boston	Youth	
Chamber

Holiday	
Favorites 7:01	p.m. Violin	Trio

Yelena	Beriyeva
Aram	
Khachaturian’s	
Toccata 7:07	p.m.

Piano	Solo

Chu	Ling	Dance	
Academy Dance	Set 7:12	p.m. Ar7s7c
GBCCA	Choral	Society Yueqin 7:16	p.m. Choral
Makanda	Project Why	Not 7:20	p.m. Jazz
GBCCA	Yo-Yo	Troupe Dance	Set 7:33	p.m. Ar7s7c

Kim	Tavares
Don't	Know	
Why 7:44	p.m.

Female	
Vocalist

Old	South	Church Pops	and	Pipes 7:48	p.m.
Organ	
Recital

Boston	Gay	Men's	
Chorus

Prayer	for	
Peace 7:54	p.m. Choral

	
8:00	p.m.	-	9:00	p.m.

Ska7ng	Club	of	Boston Performances 8:00	p.m.

Figure	
Ska7ng	
Performance

Sweet	Harmony
Set	1 8:26	p.m.

Song	and	
Dance	
Troupe

Boston	Synchrony	
Chinese	Percussion	
Ensemble

Drum	
Performance 8:35	p.m. Ar7s7c

Maddi	Ryan Set 8:39	p.m.
Female	
Vocalist

Veronica	Robles Set 8:49	p.m.
Female	
Mariachi

	
9:00	p.m.	-	10:00	p.m.

Alli	Haber Set 9:00	p.m.
Female	
Vocalist

Zili	Misik Set 9:08	p.m. R&B/Soul

Sweet	Harmony
Set	2 9:16	p.m.

Song	and	
Dance	
Troupe

Paco Set 9:27	p.m. Oldies
On	the	Outside Set 9:33	p.m. Boy	Band
Boston	Gay	Men's	
Chorus

Prayer	for	
Peace 9:38	p.m. Choral

Dempsey	Sisters Set 9:45	p.m. Pop
Mandi	Crimmins Set 9:52	p.m. Rock

	
10:00	p.m.	-	11:00	p.m.

Kemp	Harris

Boch	Center’s	
Ghost	Light	
Series 10:00	p.m. Solo	Piano

Boston	Gay	Men's	
Chorus Relax! 10:10	p.m. Choral

Lori	McKenna

Boch	Center’s	
Ghost	Light	
Series 10:16	p.m. Solo		

Boston	Synchrony	
Chinese	Percussion	
Ensemble

Drum	
Performance 10:26	p.m. Ar7s7c

Nancia Get	Low 10:30	p.m. Hip-Hop
Sons	of	Levin Set 10:35	p.m. Rock	Band

Of	Sea	and	Stone Set 10:46	p.m.
Alterna7ve	
Duo

	
11:00	p.m.	-	12:01	a.m.
Recorded	Stream	on	NECN
Recorded	Stream	on	NBC	Sports	Boston
12:01	a.m.	-	2:00	a.m
Re-Air	of	9:00	p.m.	-	11:00	p.m.	
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Chinese	Percussion	
Ensemble

Drum	
Performance 8:35	p.m. Ar7s7c

Maddi	Ryan Set 8:39	p.m.
Female	
Vocalist

Veronica	Robles Set 8:49	p.m.
Female	
Mariachi

	
9:00	p.m.	-	10:00	p.m.

Alli	Haber Set 9:00	p.m.
Female	
Vocalist

Zili	Misik Set 9:08	p.m. R&B/Soul

Sweet	Harmony
Set	2 9:16	p.m.

Song	and	
Dance	
Troupe

Paco Set 9:27	p.m. Oldies
On	the	Outside Set 9:33	p.m. Boy	Band
Boston	Gay	Men's	
Chorus

Prayer	for	
Peace 9:38	p.m. Choral

Dempsey	Sisters Set 9:45	p.m. Pop
Mandi	Crimmins Set 9:52	p.m. Rock

	
10:00	p.m.	-	11:00	p.m.

Kemp	Harris

Boch	Center’s	
Ghost	Light	
Series 10:00	p.m. Solo	Piano

Boston	Gay	Men's	
Chorus Relax! 10:10	p.m. Choral

Lori	McKenna

Boch	Center’s	
Ghost	Light	
Series 10:16	p.m. Solo		

Boston	Synchrony	
Chinese	Percussion	
Ensemble

Drum	
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Nancia Get	Low 10:30	p.m. Hip-Hop
Sons	of	Levin Set 10:35	p.m. Rock	Band

Of	Sea	and	Stone Set 10:46	p.m.
Alterna7ve	
Duo

	
11:00	p.m.	-	12:01	a.m.
Recorded	Stream	on	NECN
Recorded	Stream	on	NBC	Sports	Boston
12:01	a.m.	-	2:00	a.m
Re-Air	of	9:00	p.m.	-	11:00	p.m.	

Stream	Schedule,	December	31,	2020				www.firstnightboston.org

Performer Performance
Es,mated	
Hit	Time
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Chinese	
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Chinese	
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Yelena	Beriyeva
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Why 7:44	p.m.
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About First Night Boston
First Night Boston is a production of Boston Celebrations, Inc., a 501 
(c) (3) non-profit organization. The New Year's Eve celebration 
traditionally features family-friendly programming such as a parade 
down Boylston Street, hand-crafted ice sculptures, performances 
from local musicians and artists, and of course the highly anticipated 
“Copley Countdown” to 2021. All First Night Boston activities are free 
and open to the public. For more information and a list of events, 
please visit www.firstnightboston.org

# # #
 
 

If you would rather not receive future communications from Conventures, Inc., let us know 
by clicking here.
Conventures, Inc., 88 Black Falcon Avenue, Suite 202, Boston, MA 02210 United States

First Night boston announces full broadcast schedule

ADVERTISE IN 

THE TIMES.  

CALL 

781-485-0588



PA G e  1 2 D e c e m b e r  3 1 ,  2 0 2 0T H E  B E A C O N  H I L L  T I M E S

Boston is a city of 
strength, 

resiliency, and 
heart. 

Brighter days are 
ahead. 

Wishing you a safe, 
happy, and healthy 

New Year. 
                                     

-Mayor Martin J. 
Walsh 

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Have you ever read one of the 
many versions of “All I Really 
Need to Know I Learned from my 
Dog?” Or, as the case may be, “... 
from my cat?” 

Some of the lessons included in 
these collections are pure humor. 
Like the cat saying, “When you go 
out into the world, always remem-
ber, being placed on a pedestal is a 
right, not a privilege.” Or, the dog 
philosophy that “If it lands on the 
floor, it’s mine!” 

Others are life lessons for 
humans. Think about the things a 
dog or cat does each day that con-
tributes to a better life for them (or 
for you) to see what you can learn.

Play, rest, and Always Stretch
Every day our animals show 

us a pace of life we should emu-
late. Like them, we should “Run, 
romp, and play daily.” After that 
activity, they believe they should, 
“Take naps and stretch before ris-
ing.” 

Even when Penny entices Poppy 

out of bed in the morning with the 
promise of cookies, our food-ob-
sessed Westie will pause for a long, 
complete-body stretch before rac-
ing for the promised treat. 

Provide Quiet
 comfort 

One of our favorite axioms 
from the dog list is, “When some-
one is having a bad day, be silent, 
sit close by and nuzzle them gen-
tly.” Cats would say, “Curl up in 
their lap and purr away.” 

Throughout this challenging 
year, many of us have benefited 
from the unconditional love and 
creature comfort of cats and dogs. 
People cleared the animal shelters 
during the pandemic. They were 
seeking companions to lessen their 
feelings of isolation, distract them 
from constant anxiety, give them 
a reason to get out and walk their 
dog, or take time to play with their 
cats.

While Westies as a breed are 
not lap-dogs, our Poppy is a loyal 
cuddler. She’ll sense when one of 

us needs her and hop up next to us 
on the sofa or chair. She settles in 
with a sigh and offers her presence 
like a balm for our sad moments.

She’ll also celebrate when we’re 
happy. Some anonymous person 
describes this as, “The best thing 
about dogs is you can act like 
something really good just hap-
pened and they’ll instantly start 
celebrating. They have no idea 
what the context is, they’re just 
always ready to party.” 

Provide early 
Warnings

The dog version of this is, 
“Avoid biting when a simple 
growl will do.” Cats might say, 
“Arch your back and give a little 
hiss before you scratch.” This is a 
lesson so many of us have to learn 
after an era of anger and confron-
tation. 

Humans often fail to give the 
early signals that might prevent a 
blow-up. They hold things inside 
far too long and then shock peo-
ple when they lose control of their 

anger. Yes, some dogs will snap 
first and some cats don’t want 
anyone near them. However, these 
animals do use body language to 
ward off pushy people even in 
those cases. 

Years ago, we made business 
cards for our dog Sassy and listed 
her as Vice President of Securi-
ty and Morale. She usually loved 
everyone but offered a soft growl 
and walked away when a certain 
man visited the office. Eventually, 

we learned we should not have 
trusted him and fired him as our 
client.

We hope that in 2021 we’ll con-
tinue to learn from the animals 
who are a part of our community. 
They can be a form of continuing 
education and inspiration.

Do you have a question or topic 
for City Paws? Send an email to 
Penny@BostonZest.com with 
your request.

CITy PAws

Learn from your animals in 2021

When someone is having a bad day, be silent, sit close by and nuzzle 
them gently.


