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Upstairs Downstairs 
makes a rainy day bright

BHCA SAFE HOLIDAY STROLL

Ophelia Navarro, and her son, Alessandro Navarro Gatti, shopping at Rugg Road Paper Company on 
December 5, during the Beacon Hill Civic Association Safe Holiday Stroll. See page 5 for more photos.

Special to Times 
Last Saturday, Dec. 5, it was 

disappointing for many Beacon 
Hill businesses and would-be holi-
day revelers to see the annual Hol-
iday Stroll canceled due to pouring 
rain, but this did not dampen the 
spirits of Laura Cousineau and her 
merry staff at Upstairs Downstairs 
at 93 Charles St. 

Despite the inclement weath-
er, many intrepid strollers visited 
the neighborhood and, within 
Upstairs Downstairs, found per-
fect gifts and wonderful surprises 
and a warm and welcoming ref-
uge from the storm. Many people 
and families, 42 plus in all, were 
delighted to receive a free gift with 
their purchase - hand sanitizer.

In addition, each brave soul 
who entered the store was sur-
prised to see a giant wooden hand-
carved advent calendar of Faneuil 

Hall with 25 drawers that held 
25 surprises.  Each customer was 
invited to choose any door they 
wished and claim for themselves 
the treasure within. Each drawer 
contained a surprise coupon like 
10 to 20 percent off their pur-
chase or a free antique ornament.  
Every box contained an old Buf-
falo nickel and a couple of old 
Lincoln Wheat pennies. Scattered 
in a few drawers lucky ones could 
find a dollar coin or a Kennedy 
half-dollar. The look of glee and 
the happy surprise in people’s eyes 
was a sight to see and even behind 
masks broad smiles could easily be 
detected. 

The entire store was bedecked 
in a sparkling nostalgic and glori-
ous Christmas splendor and with 
the gratitude of customers one 
could feel the Stroll although dif-

By Dan Murphy

The Public Garden has long 
been a place of respite for Lynn 
Page Flaherty, but she was unaware 
of the Friends of the Public Garden 
before she leaned they were seek-
ing a fresh hire to fill the newly 
created role of vice president for 
advancement and external affairs.

 “My memories as a 
young professional include going 
to hide in the Public Garden for a 
while to get away from my office, 
but I didn’t know about the Friends 
group until someone shared with 
me who the group is and what 
they do,” said Flaherty, who began 
serving in the new role  w i t h 
the nonprofit group that works in 
partnership with the Department 
of Conservation and Recreation 
to care for the Public Garden, as 

well as the Boston Common and 
the Commonwealth Avenue Mall, 
in late November. “And when you 

dive into breadth and depths of 
their work, you realize the orga-
nization makes such a difference 
not just for Boston residents, but 
also for the regular visitors to Bos-
ton, so I’m excited to help them 
build their presence and show how 
important they are.”

Flaherty was raised outside of 
Keene, N.H., and has never left 
the Boston area after coming here 
30 year ago to attend Boston Col-
lege as an undergraduate. Her 
memories of the city’s parks go 
back to childhood, though, when 
each December, her parents would 
bring her to the Common to see 
the holiday lights and hear her 
father singing Christmas carols.

The Boston Athletic Associa-
tion’s 5K, which Flaherty describes 

Amanda and Santa Paws.

(Upstairs  Pg. 6)

Lynn Page Flaherty, the Friends of 
the Public Garden’s vice president 
for advancement and external 
affairs.

New Friends of the Public Garden staffer no stranger to parks

(Flaherty, Pg. 3)

beacon Hill community Fund 
Grant Award winners 

to be recognized 
At the December 14th BHCA 

Board of Directors meeting*, these 
organizations and members of our 
community will be recognized for 
their winning proposals submitted 
to the Beacon Hill Community 

Fund, totaling $29,500:
1. Beacon Hill Seminars: 

$2,000 for investment in technol-
ogy to continue to expand online 
courses

2. Big Sister Association of 
Greater Boston: $2,500 to help 
support the wellbeing of girls in 
Beacon Hill and beyond

3. Boston Health Care for the 
Homeless Program: $2,500 to 
support the Food Program for 
homeless patients

4. Boston Landmarks Orches-
tra: $2,500 for the Summer 2021 
season of concerts at the Hatch 

(BHCa Pg. 4)
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Letters to the editor

DEEPLY APPRECIATE 
THE KIND GESTURE

To the editor,
Boston Water and Sewer Com-

mission would like to extend a 
special note of gratitude to the 
thoughtful residents of Mount 
Vernon Street who provided a 
Thanksgiving Day dinner to our 

crew while they were making an 
emergency repair on their street. 
The crew deeply appreciated the 
kind gesture especially on a day 
when most of us were enjoying 
the holiday at home with family. 
Thanks to our talented crew the 
emergency was repaired without 
an interruption of service. It is 

most heartening that neighbors 
took time from their own holi-
day to acknowledge and thank 
our essential workers for the type 
of critical work they perform 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week.

Sincerely,
boston Water and 

Sewer commission

HAPPY HANUKKAH
The eight-day observance of Hanukkah, also known as the Festival of 

Lights, gets underway this Thursday, December 10, and will culminate 
next Friday, December 18.

In summary, Hanukkah commemorates the victory of the Maccabees 
-- a group of fierce warriors who used guerilla tactics against an occupy-
ing army -- in 166 BCE when the Maccabees liberated the Jewish people 
from the Greek-based rulers who essentially had outlawed the Jewish 
religion.

When the triumphant Maccabees captured the city of Jerusalem, they 
quickly entered the Holy Temple, tossing out the images of the Greek 
gods that had been installed there by the occupying rulers.

When the Maccabees went to light the Menorah candles in the Tem-
ple, they thought they only had one day’s worth of oil. However, the 
lights remained lit for eight days -- hence the miracle of the Festival of 
Lights.

Hanukkah is a joyous occasion for Jews world-wide, marked by large 
gatherings of friends and families and the playing of traditional games 
such as the dreidel and eating traditional foods such as latkes.

Although Hanukkah celebrations this year will be much more sub-
dued than is typical because of the COVID-19 pandemic, we wish all of 
our Jewish friends a happy, healthy, and meaningful Hanukkah in 2020.

THE VIRUS IS A HUNTER -- AND WE 
ARE ITS PREY

It now has been nine months since lockdowns went into effect in many 
states, including here in Massachusetts on March 16. However, despite 
all of our previous efforts, the COVID-19 pandemic is surging across the 
entire United States.

The pleas of public health and government officials can only go so 
far if Americans fail to heed their warnings and do not take the com-
mon-sense and easy-to-follow steps of wearing masks, maintaining phys-
ical distance, and not congregating in group settings of any kind.

With the promise of a vaccine on the horizon, this is no time to let our 
guard down. The virus is everywhere and no one is safe from it. Each 
and every one of us must assume personal responsibility for the safety of 
ourselves, our families, and our friends.

The coronavirus is a living organism that is stalking us wherever we 
go and whatever we do. We are its prey -- and it requires that we must 
be ever-vigilant in order to avoid becoming another victim and spreading 
it to others. 

Selfishness and failure to follow the rules simply are not options amidst 
this widening pandemic.

PEARL HARBOR WAS 
79 YEARS AGO

It was 79 years ago this week -- December 7 -- that the nation of Japan 
launched its attack on Pearl Harbor.

The very next day, President Franklin D. Roosevelt convened a joint 
session of Congress in which he famously declared the attack as, “A day 
that will live in infamy,” and asked Congress for a Declaration of War.

For more than two years prior to the attack, America had stayed out 
of the war that already had engulfed the rest of the world. By the time 
of the Japanese attack, Hitler’s Nazis had conquered all of continental 
Europe and much of Africa, while the Japanese had invaded almost all of 
Asia, save for the U.S. outposts in the Philippines and other small islands 
in the Pacific.

Americans clung to the belief that our isolation, separated from the 
rest of the world by two oceans, would keep us out of the war. But after 
Pearl Harbor, we no longer could keep our heads buried in the sand.

The lessons of Pearl Harbor are many, but chief among them is that 
freedom isn’t free -- and that we always must be vigilant to recognize the 
forces of evil that seek to destroy our way of life.

When does christmas begin?
Dr. Glenn Mollette

Christmas has different begin-
ning times for most everyone.

For some it’s when you put up 
the Christmas tree and decora-
tions.

For others it’s when you wrap 
some presents and put them under 
the tree. 

While for others it’s about the 
Christmas music. When they first 
start hearing Christmas songs 
on the radio then Christmas has 
begun for them. 

Christmas may begin for you 
when your family arrives home to 
share in your celebration. Or your 
Christmas celebration may real-
ly begin when your family finally 
leaves.

When I was a child Christmas 
started for me when everything 
came together. The big fresh tree 
was hewn down from the hillside. 
Once it was decorated, I started 
watching for Santa.  But it still 
was ‘t Christmas until I came up 
with a big package of firecrackers, 
cherry bombs and other noisy fire-
works.  I always loved putting fire-
crackers and cherry bombs under 
cans to see how far they would fly 
through the air. 

My mother would make cook-
ies, cakes and pies. My dad would 

always buy a big box of apples 
and oranges. It seems like they 
lasted a week. 

Christmas really began when 
family came home. When we all 
got together that’s when it seemed 
Christmas really started. The 
excitement came by us all being 
together. Sharing gifts was fun and 
provided moments of laughter. 
Eating my mother’s delicious meal 
was always a stable holiday treat 
we always enjoyed. 

The best past part was every-
one being together for a couple of 
days. With social distancing, this 
may be one element of Christmas 
that many will not get to enjoy in 
2020. 

So many thousands of people 
have died from Covid-19 and they 
will be missed at the Christmas 
table. If this is you please cling to 
the hope of life beyond this world 
and that you will see your loved 
one again.

I believe throughout our planet 
that seeing our sick friends get well 
would make Christmas for  all of 
us. 

Christmas is different this year. 
We must enter Christmas this year 
with hope. You have to have hope 
to live. Life without hope is like 
a car with no fuel. A vaccine for 

Covid-19 is coming. We are pray-
ing this will spare lives in 2021. 
We have hope that by next Christ-
mas we can all get together and 
celebrate. 

Keep in mind there has never 
been anything normal about 
Christmas. Mary and Joseph and 
the baby spent their first Christmas 
in a barn which was like a cave for 
animals. The baby was laid in a 
cow’s trough for a bed.  Christmas 
always has the potential of being 
very different. 

Remember Christmas is in your 
heart and that’s where your main 
celebration and hope lie. May 
hope and Christmas be bright and 
rekindled anew and afresh. May 
you within your spirit hear the 
bells on Christmas day. And, may 
you hear the angels sing, “Glory 
to God in the highest and on earth 
peace to all men on whom his 
favor rests.” 

Glenn Mollette is the publish-
er of Newburgh Press, Liberty 
Torch and various other publish-
ing imprints; a national columnist 
–  American Issues and Common 
Sense opinions, analysis, stories 
and features appear each week 
In over 500 newspapers, websites 
and blogs across the United States.

Guest Op-ed
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as her favorite footrace, also starts 
between the Common and the 
Public Garden and takes place 
in and around the parks, so that 
experience, she said, had fur-
ther deepened her appreciation 
for Downtown Boston’s public 
green-spaces.

Flaherty, meanwhile, joins the 
Friends group with more than 
20 years of experience in educa-
tion and human service-focused 
organizations. Most recently, she 
consulted for Marts & Lundy, a 
global philanthropy consulting 
firm based in Lyndwurst, N.J., 
and prior to that, she served as 
the chief development officer for 
Make-A-Wish, where she oversaw 
a $6.5-million annual fundraising 

budget, as well as a team of six.
In her now role, Flaherty is 

leading the Friends’ advancement 
and communications team, includ-
ing overseeing the elevation of its 
branding and public messaging, as 
well as the group’s efforts to grow 
membership. She is also serving as 
a close “thought partner” to Liz 
Vizza, the group’s president while 
leading the Friends group’s 50th 
Anniversary Capital Campaign.

“It’s such an exciting time, anni-
versaries always are, to look at 
how the parks have evolved over 
time, and the partnerships that 
really make it happen,” she said. 
“And this campaign is so exciting 
because it really touches all three 
parks.”

At the Public Garden, the 
Friends intends to restore the 
Arlington Street entrance, as well 
as the two fountains depicting 
children on either side of it, Fla-
herty said, while planned work at 
the Commonwealth Avenue Mall 
includes lighting the statues and 
improving the landscaping there. 
A temporary, interactive art exhib-
it called “What Do We Have in 
Common?” will also be unveiled 
on the Common next fall. 

As she settled into her new posi-
tion, Flaherty was admittedly sur-
prised at how much science goes 
into the Friends’ work.

“The park care people are truly 
scientists who understand organ-
ic soil management and restoring 
statues and public art – there’s real-
ly a science to that, too,” Flaherty 
said. “They’re brilliant about these 
things that we take for granted.”

Further, Flaherty has also been 
impressed to learn just how much 
support the Friends receives from 
its myriad partners.

“The Friends wouldn’t exist 
without the city, the state, civic, 
and business groups, other parks 
groups  – it’s amazing how many 
people have a role in keeping these 
parks so special,” she said, “We 
want them to be part of our work, 
and to bring them all together.”
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By Dan Murphy

While visitors to the city’s 
park who feed the wildlife there 
are likely doing it with only the 
best of intentions, this seemingly 
benign act can have unintended 
but adverse consequences.

Besides increasing the likelihood 
that someone could get scratched 
or bitten by an animal, feeding 
food meant for human consump-
tion to animals is unhealthy for 
them and can also cause them 
to congregate in large numbers, 
which can lead to the spread of 
disease.

“Parks have been a respite 
during the pandemic. Bostonians 

feel safer doing outdoor activi-
ties,” said Commissioner Ryan 
Woods of the Boston Parks and 
Recreation Department. “Along 
with the increased usage, we’ve 
seen an uptick in park visitors 
feeding wildlife. Ironically, this has 
created a different type of public 
health risk.”

Moreover, Alexis Trzcinski, 
director of the city’s Animal Care 
and Control Division, added: 
“More often than not, people who 
feed wildlife are well-intentioned. 
That’s why it’s important to edu-
cate the public about why feeding 
wild animals is very harmful to 
their wellbeing.”

Feeding wildlife in city’s parks can 
have unintentionally adverse effects

By Lauren Bennett

The Baker administration on 
Tuesday announced that all Mas-
sachusetts cities and towns will roll 
back to Step Three, Phase One of 
the state’s reopening plan, effective 
Sunday, December 13. 

Following increases in hos-
pitalizations and cases after the 
Thanksgiving holiday, the “sharp 
increase is putting a strain on our 
healthcare system and frontline 
workers,” Baker said. 

As of Monday, the state had 
2,463 new cases of COVID-19, 
and the seven day average test rate 
is about 5.5 percent, the governor 
said. There are also 1,516 people 
hospitalized with the virus, and 
302 in the ICU. 

He said that continuing at this 
rate is “not sustainable over time” 
and will continue to put the health-
care system and healthcare work-
ers at increased risk. 

Prior to and “just after” 
Thanksgiving, Baker said that the 
“data was showing progress” from 
the restrictions put in place about 
a month ago, including a stay at 
home advisory from 10pm to 5am, 
and reducing the indoor gather-
ing limit to 10 people. But as the 
state encounters a second surge 
of the virus and cases continue 

to increase, more restrictions are 
being put in place. 

He said that there is “hope” 
with the vaccine coming soon, but 
“we cannot simply wait for the 
vaccine to get here.” 

Reverting back to Phase Three, 
Step One will help to “reduce the 
opportunities this virus can have to 
spread,” said Lt. Governor Karyn 
Polito. Baker acknowledged that 
a lot has been asked of both resi-
dents and businesses over the past 
nine months, but everyone needs 
to continue to follow the guidelines 
in order to slow spread of the virus 
to ensure health and safety for all 
communities across the state. 

“Today’s announcement is 
meant to tighten up guidance and 
to ensure that all residents are tak-
ing the proper COVID-19 preven-
tion measures, no matter where 
they are,” Polito said. 

Starting on Sunday, the outdoor 
gathering limit at event venues will 
be reduced from 100  people to 50, 
and people hosting outdoor gath-
erings with more than 25 people 
“will now be responsible for noti-
fying their local board of health,” 
Polito said. Additionally, the roll-
back requires indoor theaters, per-
formance venues, and “higher con-
tact indoor recreation businesses” 
to close, according to the state, and 

theaters and performance venues 
that are outdoors may not operate 
with more than 25% capacity, and 
not more than 50 people. 

Statewide, capacity limits for 
arcades, driving and flight schools, 
gyms, libraries, museums, retail, 
offices, places of worship, lodging 
common areas, movie theaters, 
and gold facilities, will be reduced 
from 50 percent to 40 percent, the 
state said. Movie theaters may not 
have more than 50 people per the-
ater. 

Polito said that the adminis-
tration is “hoping this will be a 
temporary closure,” and that they 
will “consider reopening” indoor 
theaters and performance venues” 
when the data and hospitalizations 
improve.  

Additionally, there are new 
guidelines for restaurants as well, 
including that masks are required 
at all times inside restaurants 
expect for when actively eating and 
drinking. No more than six people 
per table will be allowed, and all 
tables will have a 90 minute time 
limit. Also, musical performanc-
es at restaurants will no longer be 
allowed, and food court seating at 
malls will be closed. 

Polito said that residents should 
only eat at restaurants with people 
in their immediate household. She 

baker Administration announces statewide rollback to Step Three
added that all social clubs serving 
food must abide by the restaurant 
guidelines. 

Inside gyms and fitness centers, 
masks are required at all times, and 
all office workers are also required 
to wear masks except when not 
in their own personal workspace, 
and the use of break rooms should 
be limited or eliminated. Polito 
also suggested that employers con-
tinue to use teleworking as much 
as possible to slow the spread.

“In order to beat this virus, we 

must all continue to do our part,” 
Polito said. 

Baker said that these new restric-
tions will help to prevent infection 
and the spread of the virus, “espe-
cially in indoor settings,” and will 
also help to “reduce mobility” and 
the amount of time that people 
spend with those outside of their 
household. 

“There’s nothing more power-
ful than people playing their part 
and understanding their role,” 
Baker said.  
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Shell
5. Friday Night Supper Pro-

gram: $2,500 to support operat-
ing expenses allowing for weekly 
meals and other needs for home-
less in Boston

6. Hill House, Inc.: $2,500 to 
sponsor 6 youths from 250 Cam-
bridge Street to the Hill House 
2021 summer camps

7. International Women’s Writ-
ing Guild: $2,000 to support the 
creation and distribution of an 
anthology written by girls of color 
and their mentors in Boston

8. Museum of African Ameri-
can History: $5,000 to expand dis-
tance learning opportunities and a 
more robust website

9. Old West Church: $3,000 
for freezer storage to enable lon-
ger edible life and an increase in 
bi-weekly food offering for dis-
placed, elderly and food-insecure 
people

10. Piers Park Sailing Center: 
$2,500 for year-round support of 
programs in marine science, cli-
mate leadership, sail training, and 
water safety 

11. The Simple Things: $2,500 
to provide masks and cold weath-
er necessities such as socks, hand 
warmers and survival blankets

*This meeting will be held via 
Zoom. Please contact the BHCA 
at info@bhcivic.org for joining 
instructions.

More information about the 
Fund can be found at bhcivic.org/
community-fund. 

State to seek proposals for      
redevelopment of Hurley building

Bruce Kiernan, BHCA Direc-
tor and Chair of the Oversight & 
Planning Committee

The state continues to move 
through its process for the redevel-
opment of the Hurley Building at 
Cambridge and Staniford Streets. 
In November, a virtual public meet-
ing was held to discuss the draft 
Design Guidelines for the redevel-
opment, with about 230 people 
participating. On December 17th, 
a second public virtual meeting 
will be held to review the Project 
Proposal, which will be submitted 
to obtain formal approval to begin 
soliciting proposals for the site.

When redevelopment propos-
als are received, in mid- to late 
2021, community members will 
be invited to discuss more specif-
ic aspects of the proposals. The 
redevelopment provides an oppor-
tunity to substantially improve the 
use and design of this prominent 
site. However, nearby residents 
have expressed concerns about the 
project, such as the uses included 
on the site; the size and massing of 
the building; preservation or reuse 
of the existing building; and traf-
fic generated by the development. 
(For more information, see the 
state web page at bit.ly/hurleyproj-
ect. The draft Design Guidelines 
and Project Proposal are available 
at bit.ly/hurleydocs.)

The current timeline for the 
project is to identify a redevelop-
ment partner during 2021, and to 

begin construction in 2023. The 
redevelopment partner for the site 
is expected to build replacement 
office space for the state, as well as 
additional office space for private 
use. That would allow the state to 
consolidate office space it current-
ly leases at other locations in the 
downtown area. The site is zoned 
for up to four to five times the cur-
rent floor area (up to 1.2 million 
net square feet), with heights of 
125 feet along the street edges and 

400 feet on the interior.
The Hurley state office was 

completed in 1971, and currently 
has about 241,000 usable square 
feet and 327,000 total square 
feet; has about 625 occupants; is 
about 50 to 70 feet in height; and 
shares 200 parking spaces with the 
adjacent Lindemann Building. The 
Lindemann Health Center would 
continue to operate, and is not 
part of this redevelopment process. 
However, it is a goal of the project 

to improve the open spaces around 
the Lindemann, and to convert the 
parking lot at Merrimac Street to 
a park.

The public can submit written 
comments by email, to hurleyre-
dev.dcamm@mass.gov, or by mail 
to: Abigail Vladeck, DCAMM 
Project Manager, One Ashburton 
Place, 15th Floor, Boston, MA 
02108.

VISIT WWW.BEACONHILLTIMES.COM

BhCa (from pg. 1)

Aerial photo of the planned Hurley Building redevelopment courtesy https://www.mass.gov/doc/charles-f-hur-
ley-building-redevelopment-public-meeting-presentation-20-11-19/download. 

By John Lynds 

As feared the post-Thanksgiv-
ing COVID-19 surge is here and 
numbers are once again spiking in 
Beacon Hill and the surrounding 
area. 

Beacon Hill and the surround-
ing area experienced a 60 percent 
drop in the positive test rate during 
Thanksgiving week but that num-
ber has increased 110 percent the 
week following the holiday. 

According to the latest data 
released by the Boston Public 
Health Commission (BPHC) last 
Friday, 33,164 Beacon Hill, Back 
Bay, North End, West End and 
Downtown residents were tested 
for COVID-19 and the data shows 
that 5.9 percent of those tested 
were COVID positive. This was a 
110 percent increase from the 2.8 
percent testing positive the week of 
Thanksgiving. 

The citywide positive test rate 
also exploded and the average was 

11.9 percent--a 138 percent per-
cent increase from the 5 percent 
that tested positive two weeks ago. 

Overall since the pandemic 
began 3.5 percent of Beacon Hill, 
Back Bay, North End, West End 
and Downtown residents were 
found to be COVID positive. 

At his daily press conference last 
Thursday Mayor Martin Walsh 
said there is a sharp increase in 
viral activity and there’s an urgent 
need for vigilance: The Mayor said 
that after a couple of weeks of 
declining numbers Boston is now 
seeing, in the wake of Thanksgiv-
ing, a significant uptick in COVID 
activity. 

“On Wednesday and Thursday, 
we recorded a combined 960 new 
cases in Boston, and Wednesday’s 
number for Massachusetts was 
the highest since the pandemic 
began,” said Walsh. “In addi-
tion, we are seeing more patients 
admitted to Boston hospitals 

due to COVID-19. Since Friday 
(Nov. 27), we’ve seen an increase 
of about 70 patients. We’re going 
to be monitoring the data, work-
ing closely with our hospitals and 
health care leaders, and bringing 
relief and resources where they are 
needed.”

Walsh said in the meantime, 
Bostonians must double-down on 
their personal precautions. 

“Wear a face covering that 
covers your nose and your mouth 
when you are outside your house,” 
said Walsh. “Wash your hands 
frequently and use hand sanitizer. 
Clean and disinfect your surround-
ings, especially at work. If you 
are an employer, make sure your 
workers have what they need to be 
safe, and allow as many people to 
work from home as possible.”

The Mayor asked seniors, in 
particular, to take extra care and 
continue to stay at home as much 
as possible.

The Mayor repeated his request 
that everyone get tested, especially 
if you have reason to think you’ve 
been exposed to COVID-19, or 
if you spent Thanksgiving with a 
group larger than your immediate 
household.

“Currently, we have over 30 
testing sites in Boston,” said 
Walsh. “You can find them list-
ed and mapped at boston.gov/
coronavirus, or you can call 311. 
The City will continue to invest in 
free mobile sites and bring them 
to neighborhoods where COVID 
activity is higher. Our mobile 
sites are free and open to anyone, 
regardless of whether you have 
COVID symptoms or not.”

The infection rate in Beacon 
Hill and surrounding neighbor-
hoods increased 8.5 percent in one 
week according to the latest city 
statistics. 

The BPHC data released last 
Friday showed Beacon Hill, Back 

Bay, North End, West End and 
Downtown had an infection rate 
of 219.4 cases per 10,000 resi-
dents, up from 202.2 cases per 
10,000 residents. 

Ninety-six additional residents 
became infected with the virus 
last week and the total number of 
cases in the area increased from 
1,127 cases to 1,223 cases as of 
last Friday. 

The statistics released by 
the BPHC as part of its weekly 
COVID19 report breaks down 
the number of cases and infection 
rates in each neighborhood. It also 
breaks down the number of cases 
by age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases of coro-
navirus increased 12.7 percent last 
week and went from 27,228 cases 
to 30,692 cases in a week. 

Two more Boston residents died 
from the virus and there are now 
940 total deaths in the city from 
COVID. 

beacon Hill’s positive test rate increases dramatically post-Thanksgiving
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please reCyCle

BEACON HILL CIVIC ASSOCIATION  HOLDS SAFE HOLIDAY STROLL

By Marianne Salza

On December 5, Charles Street 
businesses welcomed visitors into 
their boutiques for special promo-
tions and seasonal shopping during 
the Beacon Hill Civic Association 
Safe Holiday Stroll. Traditionally, 
the City of Boston will close the 
street to vehicles, and only allow 
foot traffic for this annual commu-

nity event that featured carolers 
and horse-drawn carriage rides; 
but this year, safety protocols were 
a priority and mask-wearing was a 
must. Businesses, which ordinarily 
offer champagne and cookies to 
guests, maintained their holiday 
spirit with garland-embellished 
entryways, toy drives, and mail-
boxes that deliver letters directly 
to the North Pole. 

Meha Sandeep, shopping for sweaters at Covet.

Haley MacMillan and Lindsey Schwartz decorating the Whitney & 
Winston Christmas tree.

Former Beacon Hill resident, Lea 
Bushnell, of MA Plume, personal-
ized ornaments with calligraphy at 
Rugg Road Paper Company.

Britt Broadwood and Elizabeth Leary, of Covet.

Sandra Gilpatrick shopping for pleated skirts at Ouimillie, with Kennedy Avery, and Sadie Safrit.

Kara Weymouth and Brianne Steif, of Crush.
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ferent and with challenges to over-
come was a success.

Furthermore, customers 
expressed gratitude that their pur-
chase supported the MGH first-re-
sponders fund. (Anyone interested 
in supporting MGH’s COVID-19 
Emergency Response Fund may 
do so at https://because.mass-
general.org/campaign/mass-gen-
eral-emergency-response-fund/
c276647.)

“Although the stroll was brief 
and grey, Upstairs Downstairs 
look forward to continuing to 
entertain and surprise its custom-
ers next weekend on Dec. 12 from 
noon to 6 p.m. for the resched-
uled Stroll (rain date: Sunday, 
Dec. 13),” Cousineau said. “Rain, 
snow, or shine, Upstairs Down-
stairs is here to brighten your 
day.”

uPStaIrS (from pg. 1)

Mark Duffield with, Jennifer Mullett, who 
won a half-dollar via Upstairs Downstairs’ 
advent-calendar giveaway.

The Upstairs Downstairs team. Alessandro Gatti shows off the free vintage 
ornament she received courtesy of Upstairs 
Downstairs.

Todd Setaghian and Irina Torosyan. Brendan McGough and Natalie Kazierad. Mark Duffield with guests at Upstairs Downstairs.
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‘Tis the season for fast, reliable Internet with top-notch coverage. With X� nity, you can choose the 
speed that works best for you, all the way up to gig. Plus, Advanced Security is included at no extra 
cost with X� nity xFi, so you can rest easy knowing that your connected devices are protected — just 
log in and activate through the X� nity app. It's all powered by the largest gig-speed network outside 
the North Pole.

Spread holiday cheer 
at gig speed.

Go to x nity.com, call 1-800-x nity or visit an X nity Store today.
Offer requires enrollment in both automatic payments and paperless billing. Must enroll within 30 days of placing order for advertised offer. Without enrollment, service charge automatically increases by $10/mo. Automatic payment and 
paperless-billing discount appears on bill within 30 days of enrolling. If either automatic payments or paperless billing are canceled during the 12-month period, or if service is downgraded to Limited Basic only, the $10/mo. discount will be 
discontinued. Offer ends 1/31/21. Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. New residential customers only. Limited to Performance Pro Internet 200 Mbps. Equipment, installation, taxes and fees extra, and subject to change during and 
after promo. After promo, regular rates apply. Comcast’s service charge for Performance Pro Internet is $92.95/mo. (subject to change). Service limited to a single outlet. May not be combined with other offers. Actual speeds vary and are not 
guaranteed. For factors affecting speed, visit xfinity.com/networkmanagement. xFi and xFi Advanced Security require Xfinity Internet and compatible gateway. xFi Advanced Security activation requires Xfinity app login. © 2020 Comcast. 
All rights reserved. NPA234019-0001  GBR-HolidayPrint-Q4-V1

39a mo.
/ 1 yr.

$ 99

Get started with 
X nity Internet for

No term contract required

Equipment, taxes and other charges extra 
and subject to change. See details below.

Or pick your speed, 
with options up to gig

Enjoy 
a powerful 

Internet
experience

139191_NPA234019-0001 Holiday N Perf Pro 10.25x13 V1.indd   1139191_NPA234019-0001 Holiday N Perf Pro 10.25x13 V1.indd   1 11/30/20   2:14 PM11/30/20   2:14 PM
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By Kirsten Aucoin

Raise a glass for traditions….     
Christmas time at the William 

Hickling Prescott House, located 
at 55 Beacon St., looked rather 
different when Boston merchant 
James Smith Colburn lived there 
in the early 1800s and also during 
most of the time Prescott lived 
there from 1845 to 1859.

The Christmas holiday was not 
legalized until after 1856. Luck-
ily, William Hickling was able to 
enjoy a few “legal” Christmas 
holidays before his death in 1859, 
and Prescott House must have 
been elegantly adorned to match 
its gracious style most recently 
depicted in Greta Gerwig’s 2019 
Christmas Day film release of “Lit-
tle Women.” 

You might be surprised to learn 
that Christmas celebrations were 
not the norm in New England 
overall during the earlier 1800s. 
Though the wealthy had celebra-
tions and many others would take 
note of the holiday, there also were 
some anti-Christmas perspectives 
remaining from the area’s Puri-
tan English roots. The Massachu-
setts-Bay Colony ordinance of 
1659, made it illegal to celebrate 
Christmas in that specific colony. 
The Pilgrims felt it was a time of 
debauchery and filled with excess 
in England where they came from. 
These forms of celebration New 
England did not initially approve 
of. 

In other colonies, Christmas 
had taken on “its familiar modern 
form” by 1836, with Santa Claus 
and holiday shopping in the U.S. 
Christopher Klein, author of the 
History channel’s article “When 
Massachusetts Banned Christ-
mas,” noted that Christmas was 

not recognized as a federal holiday 
until 1870, but it was by no means 
illegal in the rest of the U.S.

In the late 1600s, people in Mas-
sachusetts could be charged with a 
fine for acknowledging Christmas. 
It was considered to be more nar-
cissistic than religious by the crit-
ics at the time. Some later felt that 
the holiday wasn’t patriotic, since 
it was viewed as a remaining tra-
dition from England. The holiday 
was banned in 1659, and then 
legalized in 1856. However, stu-
dents still could be expelled from 
school for not attending on Christ-
mas Day up until Christmas was 
officially made a national holiday 
in 1870 by a bill that was signed 
by President Ulysses S. Grant.

Despite the overall anti-Christ-
mas mentality that was still pres-
ent in the 1800s, there also were 
the aspects of society that were 
gradually accepting the holiday. 
The 1800s brought many of the 
Christmas staples that we now 
know today.

Santa Claus was a newer name 
for St. Nicholas, with the first 
poem about the man owning a 

sleigh and reindeer appearing in 
a children’s poem in 1821. That 
imagery was further solidified two 
years later, with the publication of 
“The Night Before Christmas.” 

In 1841, the Christmas tree 
began to rise to popularity after 
Prince Albert decided to have 
one on display in Windsor Castle 
(though news of it didn’t reach the 
United States until the late 1940s). 
There had also been previous doc-
umented cases of two Harvard 
professors from Germany - Charles 
Follen and Herman Bokum - who 
both decorated Christmas trees 
in their homes during the 1830s. 
During Prescott’s time in Boston, 
a Christmas tree would have been 
an eccentric concept as it was not 
yet the household staple we see 
today. 

Other decorative plants were 
utilized in households, however, 
and some people would hang small 
items such as holly and mistletoe 
around their homes. Stockings 
being hung also began to make an 
appearance in the mid-1800s (the 
tradition originated from Dutch 
settlers in New England).

Christmas carols have been 
around for longer than many 
may realize. Massachusetts native 
James Pierpont published his 
popular song “One Horse Open 
Sleigh” - now known more com-
monly as “Jingle Bells” - in 1857. 
Another Boston native is Phillip 
Brooks, who wrote the lyrics for 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
in 1868. Right around the end 
of Prescott’s years at the Prescott 
House would have been the pub-
lication of “It Came Upon The 
Midnight Clear” by Edmund 
Sears in 1849. Carols were most 
likely played on the rare recently 
restored Tomkinson square piano 
still at home in the parlor. 

Charles Dickens’s “A Christ-
mas Carol” also shaped the cul-
tural view of Christmas following 
its publication in 1843. The story 
presented a more wholesome fam-
ily feel to the holiday. When the 
book reached the United States a 
year after its publication, it rose 
to popularity fairly quickly. This 
helped to push the trend of the 
holiday including charity, quality 
time and gift-giving. 

 Red meats, potatoes and 
bakery items were popular for 
Christmas dishes while mince-
meat, meat pies, and fruitcakes 
are mentioned in a fair amount 
of literature from the time peri-
od. These dishes were not easy to 
prepare and took a fair amount 
of prior planning. The wealthy 
would often get oysters around the 
holidays as well. 

Groceries for the Prescott fam-
ily mostly came from S.S. Pierce, 
which was located on the cor-
ner of Tremont and Court streets 
and established in 1831. It began 

as a wholesale supplier to ships 
in the Boston Harbor but later 
became the grocer for many fam-
ilies, especially those who had 
a taste for delicacies. Pierce had 
a reputation for exchanging his 
provisions for delicacies the ships 
would bring from faraway ports. 
The grocery business thrived, due 
in part to “celebrity customers,” 
such as John Quincy Adams, Dan-
iel Webster and Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, Sr., all of whom would 
never dare to switch their busi-
ness elsewhere after having been 
so spoiled by such lavish offerings. 
Though the holiday was treated 
differently in years past, we can 
recognize traces of our current 
holiday looking back. Feasting, 
treats, caroling, family and friends 
gathering all remain common 
threads from the Colonial Period. 
Celebrating the birth of Christ has 
always been the meaning behind 
the significance of Christmas.  
This birthday jubilation carried 
through the years brings us tradi-
tions of Christmas festivities - days 
meant to be joyous, and that allow 
us to take a breather and celebrate 
the season. Reflecting on these tra-
ditions shared through hundreds 
of years is cause raise a glass on 
Dec. 25, 2020, toasting bonds 
with friends and families as we 
look forward to 2021 and sharing 
blessings together. 

William Hickling Prescott 
House is owned, operated and 
preserved by The National Society 
of The Colonial Dames of Ameri-
ca in The Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts. It is open for tours on 
selected hours April through Octo-
ber. 

PREMIER PARKING FOR SALE
LIMITED AVAILABILITY • IN THE HEART OF BEACON HILL

144 Charles Street • Boston, MA • CharlesStreetGarage.com
Michael Tammaro • mtammaro@charlesstreetgarage.com

617.399.6399 

Stockings hung with care at Prescott House

S.S. Pierce Grocer on the corner of Tremont and Court streets.  

COURTESY OF WILLIAM HICKLING PRESCOTT HOUSE

The Prescott family’s original Tomkinson square piano laden with 
Christmas treats.

Please visit www.beaconhilltimes.com
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The gate in the last clue is on the Branch Street side of 52 Beacon 
Street. This is a case where the rear of a building, while in a completely 
different style, is as attractive as the front. 

Do you have a favorite building or detail you would like featured? Send 
an email to Penny@BostonZest.com with your suggestion.

Real Estate Transfers

THIS WeeK'S cLUe

Attention to Detail
By PeNNy CheruBINO

THIS WeeK'S ANSWer
BUYER 1BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE

BACK BAY 
Valtz Family LLC Sara Suleri Goodyear RET 280 Beacon St #51              $1,400,000
PTP LLC Munschauer, F E       300 Boylston St #614         $2,450,000
Glauber, Barbara Scott, Diana          300 Boylston St #905           $3,900,000
Radich, James A     Robin A Mccaul T    180 Commonwealth Ave #18       $960,000 
Macleod, Ethel Y Young Holly J Est        233 Commonwealth Ave #5     $930,000
Latchford, Michael     Patterson, Thomas E     26 Dartmouth St #4            $715,000
Rogers, Scott            Modica, Nicole 265-275 Dartmouth St #4H    $651,000
Back Bay Brighton RT    Kathi U Whitaker 2007   185 Marlborough St #2      $3,500,000
Dukhan, Faisal A Wendy L Gabel LT        110 Stuart St #16H          $1,165,000

BEACON HILL
Pleines, Stephen R Roffi, Kristen M 34-36 Grove St #7            $452,000
Walsh, Noel              Fonzi, David J          47 Joy St #2                    $765,000 
Daggenhurst, Richard R S Dodd IRT 2012     70-72 Mount Vernon St #2A27   $1,560,000 
Canfield, James A         JDMD Owner LLC 45 Temple St #204            $1,400,000 
Lee, Christopher           JDMD Owner LLC 45 Temple St #212          $1,500,000 
Robert J Silverman LT     JDMD Owner LLC 45 Temple St #405         $2,025,000
Temple Street 410 RT       JDMD Owner LLC 45 Temple St #410             $1,800,000 
Ten Walnut St Unit 3 NT    10 Walnut LLC 10 Walnut St #3                $6,200,000 
    
BAY VILLAGE/SOUTH END/KENMORE
38 H S C LLC Handsman James B Est    38 Holyoke St #C              $600,000
Troup, Robert D         Sample, Ryan H          2 Claremont Park #1         $625,000
Frank, Sara K            Claremont Park RT    26 Claremont Park #1          $1,600,000
Kenmore Square Hotel LLC XHR Boston Comm LLC 500-528 Commonwealth Ave    $84,904,000 
Ahlawat, Aditi Riviello, Daniel M 97 E Brookline St #1         $650,000
Bartlett, Stephen L Ferrell, Daniel E     30-34 E Concord St #11      $707,500
DelFavero, Christine A Fine, Jared J 12 Greenwich Park #4           $1,050,000 
DeJocas, Claude E      Fix, Aaron 34 Plympton St #2         $1,027,000 
Wild, Stephanie         Gross, Daniel L 78 Rutland St #3             $2,000,000
Jia, Lin Rubinstein, Zachary D 3531 Washington St #219     $557,500
Beatrix, Antoine Hicks, Winslow M     37 Worcester St #1             $900,000
Raturi, Anusha Frank, Sara     67 Worcester St #3      $733,000

WATERFRONT/DOWNTOWN
Corcoran, Sean Fontaine, George O 8 Battery St #12          $435,000
M B Bacigalupo T 2012    Greenblatt, Lee J 2-1/2 Battery Wharf #2410    $2,600,000
Mehta, Aakanksha Maughmer, Shae 65 E India Row #39C            $1,112,425
SIXG LLC Kelleher Family RE LLC 137 South St #3               $685,000
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Please visit www.beaconhilltimes.com

Neighborhood rouNdup

Editor (Branded Content). Edit content focused on 
platform-based payment services industry. Bach. deg. 
or higher (Journalism or related) req’d.  Min. 1 yr. exp. 
in FT editorial pos’n(s) a) w/ pubs focusing on plat-
form-based payment services industry and b) SEO req’d.  
What’s Next Media and Analytics LLC, Boston, MA. Re-
sumes, to: Recruiting, What’s Next Media and Analytics, 
140 S. Dearborn, Ste. 1000, Chicago, IL 60603.

HELP WANTED

HILL HOUSE 
ANNUAL TrEE SALE 
NOW HAPPENING 
ONLINE

Hill House, Inc. located at 127 
Mount Vernon St., is offer the 
chance to purchase trees, wreaths 
and garland via its distributor, and 
to have them delivered directly to 
your doorstep in either the morn-
ing or the afternoon. Until Dec. 
16, you can fill out an order form 
to purchase trees, wreath and 
garland (all while supporting Hill 
House) at https://forms.gle/YmX-
B8jt1u2uZA9cHA. 

For more information or 
questions, contact Meredith at 
madamczyk@hillhouseboston.
org, or you can also find more 
information at hillhouseboston.
org.

bEAcON HILL 
SEmINArS 
rEGISTrATION   
AND KIcKOFF 

Beacon Hill Seminars is offering 
18 online courses this spring and 
the public is invited to learn more 
at their Spring Semester Kickoff 
on Wednesday, Jan. 6, at 2 p.m. 
via Zoom.  The course leaders will 
share brief introductions to their 
classes on art, history, science, pol-
itics and more.  

For more information, visit 
beaconhillseminars.org or email 
info@beaconhillseminars.org.

cHUrcH ON THE 
HILL PrESENTS                     
cArOLING                       
cONcErT

The Church on the Hill will 
present an outdoor caroling per-
formance on the front steps of 
the church at 140 Bowdoin St. on 
Wednesday, Dec. 16, beginning at 
11:30 a.m.

Barriers will be set up to ensure 
social distancing for three 20-min-
ute sets, including Sara Shelton 
(Mezzo Soprano), leading and 
playing the piano, as well as Max 
Rydqvist (Baritone); Avery Suj-
kowski (Baritone); Alexandra 
Logue (Soprano); Lisa Hadley; 
(Mezzo Soprano); and Nate Ram-
sayer (Tenor) in traditional sea-
sonal songs and tunes.

VIrTUAL HEAr-
ING ON PrOPOSED 
HUrLEY bUILDING 
rEDEVELOPmENT 
SET FOr DEc. 17

The state’s Division of Capital 
Asset Management and Mainte-
nance (DCAMM) will hold a vir-
tual public hearing on Thursday, 
Dec. 17, at 6:30 p.m. to present 
the draft Project Proposal for the 
redevelopment of the Charles F. 
Hurley Building.

You can view the draft Project 
Proposal at https://www.mass.
gov/doc/charles-f-hurley-building-
draft-project-proposal/download.

The hearing will be held online, 
via Zoom. To pre-register, click on 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webi-
nar/register/WN_Zw1ed5LORH-
qn_M2OsqgqBg;

after registering, you will 
receive a confirmation email with 
information about joining.

 

‘mEmOIrS’          
cOLLEcTION OF 
ArTWOrK NOW    
ON EXHIbIT AT             
THE bArrY           
GrOUP’S OFFIcES

The Hidden Art Gallery pres-
ents “Memoirs” - a collection of 
paintings by Patrick Anderson 
and Zoe Arguello that are a mix 
of realists cityscapes of Boston, 
Beacon Hill and impressionist 
paintings of nearby public parks 
- for viewing during the week 
or by appointment at The Barry 
Group offices at 98 West Cedar St. 
through Dec. 31. Feel free to stop 
by in person or call 617-308-5966 
for an appointment.

HILL HOUSE    
OFFErING      
SEmI-PrIVATE   
cLASSES FOr       
FAmILY PODS

Hill House, Inc., located at 127 
Mount Vernon St., recognizes that 
many families have formed pods 
to keep groups smaller/reduce 
exposure. 

To acknowledge that, Hill 
House is now offering semi-pri-
vate classes and athletics for small 
cohorts of children. From art to 
science and Pre-K sports, there 
are open opportunities for you to 
come into the Firehouse at flexible 
times and enjoy the wide array of 
enrichment programs and athletics 
with the comfort of knowing who 
you’re in the class with in an indi-
vidualized space. These semi-pri-
vate classes are open to all ages 
and led by our trained staff. For 
further information and to sign 
up, call the Front Desk at 617-
227-5838, or visit www.hillhouse-
boston.org.

NOW HIRING!
Experienced Diesel 
Mechanics at our 

WM-Boston North 
District in Woburn, MA!

Requirements:
18 Years or Older

2+ Years of experience

Employee Stock 
Purchase Plan, 401K 
w/ Company Match

Call or apply online 
for immediate 
consideration!

1-877-220-5627
careers.wm.com 

Equal Opportunity 
Employer

Minority/Female
Disability/Veteran 

 Competitive Pay, 
Great Benefits!

LEGAL NOTICES
LEGAL NOTICE

COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS

Division of Capital Asset Man-
agement and Maintenance
Notice of Intent to Submit a 
Project Proposal to the Asset 
Management Board and Pub-
lic Hearing for a Long Term 
Lease and Redevelopment of 
the Charles F. Hurley Building 
located at 19 Staniford Street 
in the City of Boston
The Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts, Division of Capital 
Asset Management and Main-
tenance, hereby gives notice 
under 810 CMR 2.05 that it 
intends to (i) submit a Project 
Proposal to the Asset Man-
agement Board (the “Board”) 
and (ii) hold a public hearing 
on the proposed project which 
has been granted Preliminary 
Project Approval by the Board. 
The proposed project is for a 
long-term lease in connection 
with the redevelopment by the 
ground lessee of the Charles F. 
Hurley Building and adjacent 
property at 19 Staniford Street 
in Boston. 
The project contemplates 
the redevelopment by the 
ground lessee of the existing 
327,000 square foot building 
and improvements to public 
space and new building 
improvements to the 3.25-acre 
site. The project will include 
office space for state agencies 
as well as the introduction of 
private uses in a public/pri-
vate partnership. The ground 
lessee(s), selected through 
a competitive process, will 
secure all necessary permits, 
approvals and funding.
The public is invited to go 
to the “Project Website” at 
https://www.mass.gov/hur-
ley-redevelopment for copies 
of the draft Project Proposal 
and to submit written com-
ments. On the Project Website, 
individuals may also sign up 
for the “Project Email List.” 
Copies of the draft Project 
Proposal are also available 
from, and testimony may be 
submitted in writing to, Abi-
gail Vladeck, DCAMM Project 
Manager at One Ashburton 
Place, 15th Floor, Boston, MA 
02108, or via email: hurleyre-
dev.dcamm@mass.gov.  
The “Virtual Public Hearing” 
will be held on December 17, 
2020 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 
p.m. At the Virtual Public 
Hearing, the public will have 
the opportunity to provide 
comments on the proposed 
project. Information on how 
to participate in the Virtual 
Public Hearing will be posted 
on the Project Website and 
distributed to the Project 
Email List in advance. 
The deadline for receipt of 

written comments through the 
Project Website or directly to 
Abigail Vladeck (via regular 
mail or email) is December 
23, 2020 at 5:00 p.m.
By:  Carol Gladstone, Com-
missioner
Division of Capital Asset Man-
agement and Maintenance

12/3/20, 12/10/20
BH, RR

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU20P0616EA
Estate of:
Anna Marie Loesch
Date of Death:
10/03/2013
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and Lim-
ited Formal Testacy and/or 
Appointment has been filed 
by Diane L. Jones of Boston, 
MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief 
as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: 
Diane L. Jones of Boston, MA 
be appointed as Personal Rep-
resentative(s) of said estate to 
serve on the bond in an unsu-
pervised administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object 
to this proceeding. To do so, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance and 
objection at this Court before: 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 01/18/2021.
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file 
a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken with-
out further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRA-
TION UNDER THE MASSACHU-
SETTS UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 

with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: November 23, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

12/10/20
BH

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
TRUST
CITATION
Docket No.
SU20P1350PO
In the matter
Of: The Lucy L.
Kremer
Revocable Trust
To all interested persons:
A Petition has been filed by: 
B.N.Y.  Mellon, N.A. of Boston, 
NA requesting Petitioner re-
quests that the Court confirm 
and authorize termination 
of trust. The petitioner also 
requests authorization that 
the remaining trust assets 
be distributed to Girls’ Clubs 
of America, Inc. (Currently 
known was “Girls Inc.:) with 
headquarters in New York, NY 
and grant such further relief 
as this court deems reason-
able and appropriate issued.
You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney  must file a 
written appearance and objec-
tion at this Court before 10:00 
a.m. on 12/31/2020. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file 
a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an 
Affidavit of Objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
date, action may be taken 
without further notice to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: November 24, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

12/10/20
BH

THINK OF IT AS AN 
OWNER’S MANUAL
 FOR YOUR MONEY.

The free Consumer Action
Handbook. It’s in print and
online at ConsumerAction.gov.
Order your free copy online
at ConsumerAction.gov or 
write to Handbook, Pueblo, 
CO 81009. 
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Geek For Hire

617-241-9664
617-515-2933

C  o  m  p  u  t  e  r    c  o  n  s  u  l  t  a  n  t    a  v  a  i  l  a  b  l  e    f  o  r    home or business. 

•  PC support & networking of all types with  
focus on secure Internet access (wired & wireless), 

•  broadband router & firewall technology, 
• virus detection/prevention,  
• spam control & data security/recovery.

ServiceS include:

ADVERTISE IN 

THE TIMES.  

CALL 

781-485-0588

SERVICE DIRECTORY

JOHN J. RECCA 
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454 617-723-3296

M9304

THINK OF IT AS 
AN OWNER’S MANUAL

FOR YOUR MONEY.

A public service message from the U.S. General Services Administration.

The free Consumer Action Handbook. In print and online at ConsumerAction.gov, it’s 
the everyday guide to protecting your hard-earned money. For your free copy, order 
online at ConsumerAction.gov; send your name and address to Handbook, Pueblo, 
CO 81009; or call toll-free 1 (888) 8 PUEBLO. 

Being a smart shopper just got easier. 

From Boston Police Area A-1
COMMUNITY SERVICE OFFICE: 617-343-4627

DRUG UNIT: 617-343-4879 • EMERGENCIES: 911

BEACON HILL BEAT

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

The current generation of cooks 
will sometimes plan meals around 
themes like Meatless Mondays 
or Taco Tuesdays. Former gen-
erations were guided by fish on 
Fridays and beans and franks on 
Saturdays. Your family may give 
the cook a night off with Take-
Out Thursdays or a weekly Pizza 
Night.

Other cultures still follow a 
more traditional structure of daily 
specials. In a recent “A Kitchen 
in Rome” column, food writer 
Rachel Roddy described the tradi-
tional daily dishes she will still find 
on local menus or make herself, 
“Monday beans with pork rind, 
Tuesday braised meat with celery, 
Wednesday oxtail, …” and so on 
through the week. 

Local restaurant Specials
We’ve always loved the daily 

specials that have been a part of 
the menu at Neptune Oyster in 
the North End. Yes, they may also 
have “blackboard specials. How-
ever, if Penny wants their shrimp 
and grits, she knows to go on a 
Thursday. We’d love to see more 
restaurants add a roster of dishes 
like this to their menus. 

It would be great if places 
beyond diners offered “Blue Plate 
Specials.” Wikipedia defines this 
as, “... a low-priced meal that usu-
ally changes daily.” With more 
places offering take-out right now, 
this special could be a win-win. 

The local customer could have 
a lower cost meal like a hearty 

soup, stew, meatloaf, or casserole 
that would survive the trip home 
in good shape. A smart chef could 
design these to use whatever ingre-
dients are on hand, offcuts, or 
what suppliers are offering at a 
great price.

Other Themes to Inspire You!
You might be surprised at the 

fun your household can have com-
ing up with menu themes. Not 
only does this approach take the 
burden of meal planning off the 
main cook’s task list, but it may 
also encourage others to cook. 

Perhaps the family member 
who wants a monthly chili night 
might volunteer to cook that meal. 
The backyard griller could fill in 
one night a week in season. Or, 
the pizza lover could step up and 
be responsible for the entire meal 
from placing the order, to setting 
the table, and clean-up. 

The other advantage of giving 
the group a say in menu planning 
is that you may be reminded of 
meals that have fallen out of your 
list of regulars. What’s more, some 
cooks may be pleased to find out 
that one of their specialties is very 
well-loved and missed.

Some of our Favorite Themes
Two of our fun themes are 

“Breakfast for Dinner,” and 
“Appetizers as a Meal.” To keep 
ourselves eating healthy food, we’ll 
cook a “Farmers Market Supper,” 
or opt for a “Mediterranean Meal” 
or “Healthy Vietnamese.” 

Penny also belongs to a cook-
book club that encourages her to 

cook from a specific cookbook for 
a month. This has added new dish-
es to our usual rotation. She will 
also pick a cookbook, website, 
or cooking video series to review 
and include some dishes from that 
source in our meal plans in order 
to photograph them for publica-
tion!

By the way, the tradition of fish 
on Fridays has been the subject of 
a long-standing myth about why it 
came about. Maria Godoy writing 

FrEsH ANd LOCAL

cook that theme

Taco Tuesdays is a fun theme and a delicious way to use up leftovers.

Attempted Larceny
A victim reported as she was 

walking on Beacon Street, an 
unknown male suspect grabbed 
her cellphone and fled on foot. 
The victim said she gave chase 

and, with the help of a witness, 
stopped the suspect and retrieved 
her iPhone 10 from him before the 
suspect fled on foot. Video footage 
has been made available of the 
male suspect to detectives.

for NPR explained that it was for 
purely economic reasons. When 
King Edward VI took the throne in 
1547, he introduced meatless fast-
ing days by law, “... for worldly 
and civil policy, to spare flesh, and 
use fish, for the benefit of the com-

monwealth, where many be fish-
ers, and use the trade of living.”

Do you have a question or topic 
for Fresh & Local? Send an email 
to Penny@BostonZest.com with 
your suggestion.
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ADVERTISE 
IN THE TIMES.  

CALL 
781-485-0588

Say GOODBYE to 2020 and start the New Year
WITH A RATE THAT CAN’T BE BEAT! 

ACTUAL SIZE

GET 12 WEEKS OF 
EYES ON YOUR AD
CHOOSE FROM 4 COMMUNITIES 

TO ADVERTISE IN!
Don’t miss out on our Professional 

Service Directory Special!

ONLY ONLY 
$$100100

2-PAPER 2-PAPER 
BUYBUY  $$150150
3-PAPER 3-PAPER 
BUYBUY  $$200200
4-PAPER 4-PAPER 
BUY BUY $$250250
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Published every Thursday serving back bay - souTh end - Fenway - kenmore

If you are looking to get in contact with our staff 
or any info related to the Boston Sun please call 

781-485-0588 or contact us via email.
Email addresses are listed on the editorial page.

southbound on...washington?
 check it out on PAGE 7

Time for Mass/Cass 3.0?
WSANA neighbors 

say 2.0 plan is failing

STAYING COOL ON COMM AVE.

BPS looks to hybrid, 
in-person model for fall

By Seth Daniel

The Boston School Committee 
heard a plan from the adminis-
tration of Boston Public Schools 
(BPS) for its proposed plans to 
re-open all schools this fall in a 
hybrid, in-person model where 
students would attend two days a 
week in groups.

Supt. Brenda Cassellius told the 
Committee and also in a letter to 
parents that surveys and commu-
nity meetings have revealed most 

parents are comfortable sending 
their children back to school in 
some fashion. 

“We’ve learned that many par-
ents/guardians wish for their stu-
dents to return to school this fall 
in some capacity,” she wrote in the 
letter. “Under current guidelines, 
BPS will not be able to transport 
the number of students we have 
traditionally brought to and from 
school on our school buses each 
day. Because of the transportation 

By Lauren Bennett

The City Council Committee 
on Ways and Means held a lengthy 
hearing on July 28 regarding Bos-
ton Police Department (BPD) over-
time, after which many councilors 
still had many questions regarding 
different aspects of the BPD struc-

ture and overtime. 
Committee Chair Kenzie Bok 

assured the councilors and the 
public that these questions will 
be part of an extensive follow-up 
with the appropriate departments. 

The City Council voted to pass 
the proposed budget for Fiscal 
Year 2021 in June, which calls 

for the reallocation of $12 million 
in police overtime. Bok said she 
believes it’s the Council’s “respon-
sibility” to ensure that the admin-
istration follows through and real-
izes this savings.

Councilor Andrea Campbell 

City Council holds hearing on police overtime 

Haddon Hall construction work violates 
zoning permit; raises concerns in the Back Bay

Family history becoming a very popular ‘Quarantine Project’

Lisa Jones, a union official with the school bus drivers’ union, spoke 
on Wednesday at a rally in front of City Hall that challenged the BPS 
Re-Opening Plan and called for more safeguards.

(BPS Re-oPening, Pg. 4)

(Police oveRtime, Pg. 9)

By Lauren Bennett

The renovation work at 29 
Commonwealth in the Back Bay, 
known as Haddon Hall, has been 
underway for some time now, but 
the Neighborhood Association of 
the Back Bay (NABB) has raised 

some concerns about recent vio-
lations at the site, which is in a 
Groundwater Conservation Over-
lay District (GCOD).    

In 2017, the property was sold 
to developer Hexagon Properties, 
who wanted to convert it to a pri-
vate club. NABB and many other 

community members were against 
this proposal as they did not feel 
this location was the best one for 
such a use. 

The proposal was eventually 
changed into one for luxury con-

(Haddon Hall, Pg. 3)

Digging out old pics 
and making family 
trees eats up extra time

By Seth Daniel

With ample time in the present, 
many have found themselves delv-
ing deep into the past.

Family history and genealogy 
have become one of the most pop-
ular “Quarantine Projects” over 
the last several months as people 
of all ages found themselves with 
more time and the ability to pick 
up unfinished projects or start new 
“past” times.

That’s exactly what happened 

for Etta Rosen of the South End, 
who had always promised her 
late mother she would catalog 
and label the more than 100 pho-
tos they had of relatives they had 
visited after World War II. There, 
however, had never seemed to be 
enough time to do it just how she 

(genealogy, Pg. 6

By Seth Daniel

Prior to COVID-19, many resi-
dents of the Worcester Square area 
were upbeat about last summer’s 
rollout of the City’s Mass/Cass 
2.0 plan to address homelessness, 
drug addiction and quality of life 
on the corridor, but now neighbors 

are calling the program a complete 
failure.

In the wake of several unmet 
deadlines for the promised six-
month report on 2.0, a pub-
lic dashboard that would give 
detailed metrics of the plan, and 
the recent new homeless shelter 

(WSana, Pg. 8)

It’s been hot outside, but staying cool on the Comm Ave Mall is old William Lloyd Garrison, who is com-
memorated as one of many statues on the Mall. With temperatures in the 90s for several days this week, resi-
dents have flocked outside in the mornings and evenings to enjoy such scenes.
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By Lauren Bennett

The City Council Committee 
on Ways and Means held a lengthy 
hearing on July 28 regarding Bos-
ton Police Department (BPD) over-
time, after which many councilors 
still had many questions regarding 
different aspects of the BPD struc-
ture and overtime. 

Committee Chair Kenzie Bok 
assured the councilors and the 
public that these questions will 
be part of an extensive follow-up 
with the appropriate departments. 

The City Council voted to pass 
the proposed budget for Fiscal 
Year 2021 in June, which calls 
for the reallocation of $12 million 

in police overtime. Bok said she 
believes it’s the Council’s “respon-
sibility” to ensure that the admin-
istration follows through and real-
izes this savings.

Councilor Andrea Campbell 
started by saying she would have 
liked to see even more money 
removed from the police budget, 
and stated that she has seen an 
“uptick in homicides and stab-
bings” in her district of Dorches-
ter and Mattapan. She said that 
she has heard conversations in the 
community that the lowering of 
the overtime budget is leading to 
less police officers out in the com-

BOOK YOUR 
POST IT

Call Your 
Advertising Rep
(781)485-0588

For the latest news in Beacon Hill that you need to know, check 

www.beaconhilltimes.com

Beacon Hill Civic Association 
Community Corner

Beacon Hill Civic Association 
Committees

Every spring, the Beacon Hill 
Civic Association publishes its 
Annual Report covering com-
mittee accomplishments during 
the past year. We’ll be sharing the 
committees’ reports here over the 
next weeks.

Parks & Public Spaces
 Committee

The Parks & Public Spac-
es Committee is charged with 
monitoring the condition of our 
neighborhood’s greenspaces, pri-
marily the Common, the Public 
Garden and the Esplanade. We 

(BHca Pg. 4)

COOLING OFF ON THE COMMON

(Police, Pg.6)

PHOTOS BY D. MURPHY

The Tadpole Playground, which remains a popular destination for families from Boston and beyond. City Council holds lengthy 
hearing on police overtime

By Times staff

A truck carrying an oversized 
metal frame cut a swath through 
the neighborhood on Wednesday, 
July 22, at about 8:30 a.m., top-
pling a tree and spinning a postal 
box around on the sidewalk near 
the corner of Revere and Garden 
streets in the process.

A reader who alerted us to this 

matter said she has observed count-
less over-sized vehicles “get into 
trouble” while cutting through the 
neighborhood during the 20 years 
she has lived on Beacon Hill.

“It makes me wonder why, 
at the least, there’s no signage at 
the corner of Charles and Revere 
streets that warns drivers of 
what lies ahead,” Deborah Holt 
wrote. “Full-sized tour buses (of 

which there have been several) and 
very large trucks cannot negotiate 
the turns required to exit down to 
Cambridge Street or up to Myrtle 
Street.   Revere Street is especial-
ly susceptible to being used as a 
cut-through by unfamiliar drivers 
because of the direct access from 
Storrow Drive.  There should be 
signage that strongly warns driv-

Truck cutting through neighborhood leaves destruction in its path

(tRuck, Pg. 12)

By Seth Daniel

Capt. Robert Ciccolo comes 
from a long line of police officers 
in his family, but that didn’t mean 
he knew he wanted to be a police 
officer too.

In fact, the 37-year veteran said 
it took him awhile to decide his line 
of work, which was cemented after 
joining the Boston Police Cadet 
program in the 1980s. Now, he is 
the new leader of the Charlestown 
and Downtown Police Area (A-15 
and A-1), coming from a supervi-
sory role on the Night Command 
for the North of the City – which 
included Charlestown.

“Policing wasn’t always my first 

choice,” he said. “I was a young 
man who wasn’t sure where I 
wanted to go. It wasn’t like all 
my life I wanted to be a cop like 

Captain Robert Ciccolo.

Being Safe and Feeling Safe
Capt. Ciccolo new leader of downtown police district

(ciccolo, Pg. 9)

By Seth Daniel

The Zoning Board of Appeals 
(ZBA) has sent an appeal of the 
restaurant permit for recent-
ly-opened Tatte Bakery + Café in 
the Warren Street office building 
to the Law Department for further 
review.

Abutter Ken Flynn appealed 
the decision of the Inspectional 
Services Department (ISD) for 
issuing a building permit for 
Tatte to build out its restaurant 
– an appeal that was delayed by 
COVID-19 shutdowns while the 

construction of Tatte motored on 
towards its July opening.

On July 21, the ZBA took up 
the appeal by Flynn, who was 
represented by Attorney Nina 
Pickering-Cook. The gist of his 
appeal is that Urban Renewal 
is butting up against zoning. 
Typically, the Urban Renewal Plan 
(URP) supersedes any zoning laws, 
and Flynn argues that a restaurant 
is not defined as a retail use in 
Urban Renewal. A few years ago, 
after a long fight over the prop-
erty, Flynn agreed to a retail use 

By Seth Daniel

Capt. Robert Ciccolo comes 
from a long line of police officers 
in his family, but that didn’t mean 
he knew he wanted to be a police 
officer too.

In fact, the 37-year veteran said 
it took him awhile to decide his line 
of work, which was cemented after 
joining the Boston Police Cadet 
program in the 1980s. Now, he is 
the new leader of the Charlestown 
and Downtown Police Area (A-15 
and A-1), coming from a supervi-
sory role on the Night Command 
for the North of the City – which 
included Charlestown.

“Policing wasn’t always my first 
choice,” he said. “I was a young 
man who wasn’t sure where I 
wanted to go. It wasn’t like all 
my life I wanted to be a cop like 
my dad. I wasn’t sure as a teen. 
Then I graduated high school and 
decided to look at the cadet pro-
gram. The Cadets are wonderful 
because it allowed me to work 
in the Police Department before I 

actually became a police officer.”
Ciccolo’s father was a Boston 

Police Officer, and so was his 
uncle. He also has a niece and a 
nephew who are Boston Police 
Officers as well. He joined the 

Cadets in 1983, and was officially 
sworn in as an officer in 1987.

Ciccolo has a very diverse career 
within BPD. He was a patrolman 
and sergeant in Mattapan and a 
lieutenant in Jamaica Plain and the 
Station Captain in Hyde Park for 
a time. He’s been the commander 
of the dispatch operations and 
also led the Hackney Division. 
Most recently, he spent the last 
four and a half years as the Night 
Commander for the North Zone.

One of the things he likes is the 
changes one can make within the 
department.

“It’s a wonderful job in you 
can have so many different jobs 
without leaving the same employ-
er,” he said. “There are such a 
wide variety of functions you can 
work at. I think a benefit of a 
large department is you can re-in-
vigorate yourself periodically by 
making such changes.”

And, of course, change is a key 
word these days in policing and 
Ciccolo said he is concentrating as 
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By Seth Daniel

When Republican 
Congressional Candidate Rayla 
Campbell prayed for an opportu-
nity to run for office, she had no 
idea just how elaborately – and 
at times hurtfully – that prayer 
would be answered.

Yet, that answered prayer 
brought her to a home on Eden 
Street on July 22 for a house 
party in her honor with a healthy 
group of Charlestown resi-
dents and movers-and-shakers 
ready to back her campaign for 
the 7th Congressional District 
against sitting Congresswoman 
Ayanna Pressley. The new-found 
Charlestown backing is the kind of 
support that has come out of left 
field for the Randolph Republican, 
who is an African American 
woman and Trump supporter that 
was recently the target of a racial-
ly-charged, vulgar and offensive 
video posted by Boston communi-
ty organizer (Violence in Boston, 
Inc. founder) Monica Cannon-
Grant – a long-time campaign sup-
porter for Pressley. Cannon-Grant 
was upset Campbell was running 
against Pressley, and that members 
of the conservative Super Happy 
Fun Group showed up uninvited 
at some of Campbell’s events – a 
group that organized last sum-

mer’s Straight Pride Parade.
The video has gone viral in 

every sense of the word, viral in 
the sense that it has sickened peo-
ple all across the region and viral 

7th Heaven
In wake of video, Republican Candidate Campbell finds 
supporters in Democratic strongholds like Charlestown

Republican Congressional 
Candidate Rayla Campbell 
speaks to potential voters during 
a house party fundraiser for 
her in Charlestown on July 22. 
Campbell is running against 
Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley 
in the 7th District, but as an 
African American woman who 
is a Republican and a Trump 
supporter – she has drawn the 
ire of many Pressley supporters, 
including a horribly offensive 
and vulgar video posted by a 
well-connected community orga-
nizer in Boston.

USS Constitution 
Mesueum talks 
Civil War ships

By Michael Manning - Overseer -        

USS Constitution Museum    

What is the best known war-
ship designed and built in the 
Charlestown Navy Yard?  You’d 
say, well, the USS Constitution, 
of course.  However, you’d be 
off by approximately 700 yards.  
The USS Constitution was built 
in Edmund Hartt’s shipyard in 
Boston’s North End, located at 
the present site of the United 
States Coast Guard facility on 
Commercial Street.

Most naval historians agree 
that a number of famous warships 
were designed and built in the 
Charlestown Navy Yard.  One 
of the better known vessels: the 
USS Merrimack.  The Merrimack, 

named after the river, was one 
of six hybrid-powered frigates 
ordered in 1854 by the US Navy.  
She was launched in 1855 after 14 
months of construction at what 

was then known as the Boston 
Navy Yard (in Charlestown).  As 
hybrid-powered vessels, this class 
of frigates had both sails and a 

Stories from the Shipyard

Being Safe and Feeling Safe
Capt. Ciccolo new leader of downtown police district

Fight on 40 Warren goes to 
legal Dept., Tatte CEO resigns

(camPBell Pg. 12)

Images courtesy of Hampton Roads Museum

USS Monitor (foreground) versus CSS Virginia (background)

(SHiPyaRd Pg. 4)

Capt. Robert Ciccolo has taken 
over as the leader of the down-
town police district, including 
Areas A-1 (Downtown) and A-15 
(Charlestown). 

(ciccolo Pg. 4)

T h e  N o r T h  e N dT h e  N o r T h  e N dT h e  N o r T h  e N dT h e  N o r T h  e N d
r e g i o N a l  r e v i e wr e g i o N a l  r e v i e wr e g i o N a l  r e v i e w

J u ly  3 0 ,  2 0 2 0

E M A I l :  D E B @ T H E B O S T O N S u N . C O M W W W. N O RT H E N D R E G I O N A l R E V I E W. C O M
E D I T O R @ R E V E R E J O u R N A l . C O M

PuBlISHED EVERy OTHER THuRSDAy

By John Lynds

At his daily briefing last week 
Mayor Martin Walsh commented 
on the draft plan Boston Public 
School (BPS) Superintendent 
Brenda Cassellius submitted to the 
school committee. 

According to the plan a return 
to school this fall would combine 
in-person and remote learning. 

Mayor Walsh said the draft 
plan submitted by Cassellius and 
her team included a great deal of 
research, dialogue, thought, and 
care. He also reminded families 

that the process of getting input 
and feedback from communities 
continues. 

The next BPS reopening pub-
lic community meeting is this 
Thursday, July 30 and Walsh said 
BPS wants to hear from commu-
nity members as they continue 
planning for the fall.

To sign up for the meeting visit 
https://www.bostonpublicschools.
org. 

“Your feedback is critical and 
will guide many important deci-
sions required to ensure a safe and 
healthy return to school buildings 

in September,” said Walsh. 
Walsh added that he under-

stands that families are anxious 
to see a final plan. He reminded 
everyone that it is important to 
take our time and get it right. 
Public health data guides these 
decisions, and the City continues 
to monitor that data and prioritize 
the health and safety of children, 
teachers, and staff. 

He also said equity is a central 
concern to the reopening process. 

“By September, children will 

Visit www.northendregional.com
Email stephen.quigley@reverejournal.com or deb@bostonsun.com or call 781-485-0588 for your Regional Review information

BEAT THE SUMMER HEAT

(ScHoolS, Pg. 5)

By Seth Daniel

Capt. Robert Ciccolo comes 
from a long line of police officers 
in his family, but that didn’t mean 
he knew he wanted to be a police 
officer too.

In fact, the 37-year veter-
an said it took him awhile to 
decide his line of work, which 
was cemented after joining the 
Boston Police Cadet program in 
the 1980s. Now, he is the new 
leader of the Charlestown and 
Downtown Police Area (A-15 and 
A-1), coming from a supervisory 
role on the Night Command for 
the North of the City – which 
included Charlestown.

“Policing wasn’t always my 
first choice,” he said. “I was 
a young man who wasn’t sure 
where I wanted to go. It wasn’t 
like all my life I wanted to be a 
cop like my dad. I wasn’t sure 
as a teen. Then I graduated high 
school and decided to look at the 
cadet program. The Cadets are 
wonderful because it allowed me 
to work in the Police Department 

before I actually became a police 
officer.”

Ciccolo’s father was a Boston 
Police Officer, and so was his 
uncle. He also has a niece and a 
nephew who are Boston Police 
Officers as well. He joined the 
Cadets in 1983, and was officially 
sworn in as an officer in 1987.

Ciccolo has a very diverse career 
within BPD. He was a patrolman 
and sergeant in Mattapan and a 
lieutenant in Jamaica Plain and 
the Station Captain in Hyde Park 
for a time. He’s been the com-

By Phil Orlandella

New Health has opened 
a COVID-19 testing site in the 
Nazzaro Community Center park-
ing lot for North End residents.

The site is open, rain or shine 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
9 a.m. to 12 p.m.. No symptoms 
unnecessary to book an appoint-
ment at 617-643-8000.

After the opening, New Health 
recognized Representative Aaron 
Michlewitz for helping to establish 
the North End COVID-19 testing 
site in the neighborhood.

Entrance to the testing site is 
from North Bennet Street. No 
access from Prince Street.

According to New Health, 
“Testing is available without a 
referral. Residents who are not 
exhibiting symptoms can be tested. 
Proof of residency is required.”

Prior to testing, a telehealth test 
will be conducted which is appar-
ently covered by major health 
insurance providers. Those who 
have no insurance will be tested 
free.

“I want to make sure our most 
vulnerable residents are kept safe 
during this pandemic,” said New 
Health CEO James Luisi.

He added, “We’ve opened this 
site close to encourage residents 
of the North End to come and get 
tested.”

Captain Robert Ciccolo.

New COVID-19 testing site 
now open in the North End

PHOTO BY MATT CONTI

There are several fountains and other places, including the Mirabella Pool, in the area to cool off this summer, 
and enjoy the other activities taking place at the popular area. 

Walsh comments on BPS’s draft plan for fall reopening

By John Lynds

After reporting a seven percent 
increase in the COVID-19 infec-
tion rate in the North End two 
weeks ago the infection rate here 
has only risen 2.8 percent. 

According to the latest data 
released by the Boston Public 
Health Commission (BPHC) on 

Friday the North End, as well as 
West End, Beacon Hill, Back Bay 
and Downtown the infection rate 
rose only 2.8 percent in the past 
two weeks. 

On Friday the BPHC released 
its weekly COVID-19 stats by 
neighborhood that tracks infec-
tion rates and COVID testing 
results in Boston neighborhoods. 

The BPHC data released last 
Friday showed the North End, 
West End, Beacon Hill, Back Bay 
and Downtown had an infection 
rate of 91.7 cases per 10,000 
residents, up from 89.2 cases per 
10,000 residents two week ago. 

The number of confirmed cases 

Latest COVID-19 update information for North End

(uPdate Pg. 5)

Being Safe and Feeling Safe
Capt. Ciccolo new leader of downtown police district

(ciccolo Pg. 2)

By Ariana Hanley

On Tuesday, December 15, The 
Beacon Hill Women’s Forum will 
host their annual Wassail Party 
to celebrate the holiday season!  
Please join for a festive Zoom 
meeting followed by a Christmas 
carol stroll through the Boston 
Public Garden to enjoy the lights 
and décor of the neighborhood.  
The Zoom meeting will include 
holiday tips on decorating, cook-
ing, wine, and self-care from some 

of our neighborhood favorites; 
Rouvalis, Charles Street Liquors, 
and Folain.  The Beacon Hill 
Women’s Forum will also be raf-
fling gift certificates from some of 
our wonderful Beacon Hill mer-
chants.  Be sure to register online 
and join in for some holiday fun!     

The Beacon Hill Women’s 
Forum is a nonprofit organization 
established to help bring women 
in and around Beacon Hill togeth-
er to form a close community of 

support and inspiration.  We wel-
come a speaker, always a woman 
with a unique, formidable story 
to tell, to our monthly Forums 
which meet on the second Tues-
day of the month, virtually, from 
6pm to 8pm (virtual social hour, 
followed by the program starting 
at 7pm sharp).  Visit The Beacon 
Hill Women’s Forum website to 
learn more about our membership 
options.  www.beaconhillwom-
ensforum.org
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HOLIDAY ART SHOW
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beacon Hill Women’s Forum Wassail Party set for Dec. 15

SCAMPO’S 
Holiday TAKE OUT Selections as Follows:

To be picked up Christmas Eve Day December 24th 2020
at 215 Charles Street (Liberty Hotel) Boston, MA.

Available from Noon to 4 PM*
Reserve Menu by December 20th at 5PM

Visit www.scampoboston.com or call 617-536-2100

Lydia’s Crisped Extra Large 
Roka Shrimp
12 pc.   $55
18 pc.  $70

Cesare Casalla’s 
Thinly Sliced Prosciutto 

on Platter with 
Whole Burrata, 
Pear Mostarda, 

Toasted Hazelnuts
$48

6 ppl. Sherried ‘Winter Place’ 
Lobster Stew

$58

Whole Brown Sugar & Beer 
Smoked Pork 

Shoulder Slow Roasted 
served w/ Honey Mustard  

$65

12 petite James Beard’s 
Cream Biscuits

$20

6 to 8 ppl.   
Crisp Roasted Christmas Goose 

w/ Cranberry ‘Necklace’ 
Chestnut, Apple & Sausage 

Stuffing, Black Pepper Caramel
Cider & Bourbon Glazed Shallots 

$220

4 ppl.   Roast Chilean Sea Bass 
w/ White Miso Glaze,

Scallion & Radish
$120

6 ppl.   12 oz. each  Meaty 
Barbera Wine Braised Shortribs

$150

Polenta w/ Crisped Onion Strings
$30

6 to 8 ppl.  
Prime Nebraska Raised 

Cote de Boeuf
(Rib of Beef)

with our Pomegranate Marinade
Grilled over Cherry Wood Chips

Two Sauces : Roquefort & 
Au Poivre

$220

6 ppl.  ‘Crackling’ 
Sicilian Porchetta

Rolled w/ Pistachio & Apricot
$85

Fazzoletti ‘folded handkerchiefs’ 
Pasta w/ Chunky Pesto  

$50

Baked Acorn Squash w/ Bacon, 
Brown Sugar & Butter   

$35

Crisped Brussels Sprouts w/ 
Sweet Chili Sauce,

Shaved Ricotta    
$40

Chantilly Mashed Potatoes   
$35

Coconut Basmati Rice,
Thai Basil & Wasabi Peas

$28

Wines To Go 
TBD 

STARTERS
4 to 6 people

DINNER

SIDES

The City of Boston reminds you:

The legal drinking age is 21.

Thanks for not providing
alcohol to teens.

WWW.DONTSERVETEENS.GOVProudly sponsored by The Patrón Spirits Company.
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