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By Dan Murphy

When Lindsay Perrelli’s edu-
cational/children’s bookstore, a 
self-described “Land of Learn-
ing,” opens at 73 Charles St. 
in June, it will realize an all-en-
compassing dream for the 
Pinckney Street resident, teach-
er and soon-to-be published 
author of a children’s book.

“This not something that 
has just sprung up,” Perrelli 
said of the store called “The 
Happy Journey.” “This has 
been a lifelong dream of 
mine. I adore Beacon Hill and 
consider it my home, and this 
is an extension of my love 
for teaching and my love for 
kids.”

Originally from Con-
necticut, Perrelli, now 27, 
earned a bachelor’s degree 
in English Education from 

Ithaca College in Upstate New 
York before she relocated to Bos-
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Beacon Hill Civic Association Community Corner
BEACON HILL CIVIC 
ASSOCIATION 
SEEKING BOARD 
NOMINATIONS

The 2021 Nominating Com-
mittee of the Beacon Hill Civic 
Association is seeking nomina-
tions of BHCA Members who are 
dedicated to the mission of the 
BHCA to serve on its Board of 
Directors.  

The Beacon Hill Civic Asso-
ciation (BHCA) was established 
in 1922 with the mission of 
protecting Beacon Hill’s historic 

residential character. Today, the 
BHCA continues as a volunteer 
organization that helps preserve 
and enhance the quality of life 
on Beacon Hill and advocates 
for Beacon Hill residents, includ-
ing zoning, licensing, and traf-
fic, parking, and neighborhood 
cleanliness. Monitoring city-
wide developments that impact 
the neighborhood and planning 
community-building events, both 
social and informational, are 
among the organization’s major 
activities.

Board terms are for one year, 

commencing after our Annual 
Meeting in May.  

The Nominating Committee 
will consider involvement with 
BHCA activities and committees, 
applicable experience and abili-
ties, commitment to and knowl-
edge of the Beacon Hill neighbor-
hood, availability to commit to 
monthly meetings and committee 
responsibilities, and past or cur-
rent board level experience.  We 
welcome nominations that fur-
ther the goal of diversity, equity, 

(BHCA Pg. 6)

(Land of Learning, Pg. 3)

By Dan Murphy

The Esplanade Association 
has been recommended to receive 
a Community Preservation Act 
grant from the city for the third 
consecutive year – this time in the 
amount of $14,241.

Michael Nichols, executive 
director of the nonprofit that works 
in partnership with the Depart-
ment of Conservation and Recre-
ation to care for and maintain the 
Charles River Esplanade, said the 

funds would be put towards the 
group’s “tree-care efforts” and 
added that the $10,000 CPA grant 
it received from the city last year 
and the one for $27,000 in 2019, 
have enabled them to plants 80 
new trees in the park over the past 
two years.

“This year, the grant, if ulti-
mately approved, would further 
continue the Esplanade Associa-
tion’s ability to further grow its 
tree canopy on the Esplanade,” 
Nichols said.

Tea recommended to receive 
$14,241 CPa grant from city

By Dan Murphy

The Beacon Hill Architec-
tural Commission unanimous-
ly approved an application for 
outdoor signage for a proposed 
Charles Street children’s store at its 
Feb. 18 hearing, which took place 
virtually.

The applicant, who intends to 
open a store called “The Happy 
Journey” this June at 73 Charles 
St., told the commission the sign 
would be black, with shades of 
gold and green, and made of wood, 

measuring 96-by-8 inches, and 
adorned with a turtle on one side 
and a schoolbook and an apple 
on the other. It would be affixed 
over the front doorway using two 
existing wood screws, the appli-
cant added, and those would be 
obscured from sight with putty.

Yankee Woodcarvers of Plym-
outh has been commissioned to 
manufacturer the sign, the appli-
cant said, which would be similar 
to the existing signage for Pinck-
ney Nails at 91 Charles St. and 

Zba approves 
to create egress 
vestibule,  
move door at 
40 beacon St. 

By Lauren Bennett

The Zoning Board of Appeal 
(ZBA) on February 23 discussed a 
building code matter at 40 Beacon 
St. where the request was to “mod-
ify fourth floor unit to isolate space 
to be transferred to second floor 
Unit 3. Create egress vestibule and 
move one door,” according to the 
hearing notice, after some changes 
arose following the original devel-
opment plan.

The notice continues on to say 
that “the number of exits or exit 
access doorways required within 
the means of egress system shall 
comply with the provisions of Sec-
tion 1006.2 for spaces and Section 
1006.3 for stories.”

Doug Anderson, the co-consul-
tant on this matter, said that origi-
nally, this redevelopment included 
a particular space on the roof ter-
race for for Unit 5 that connected 
two pieces. He said that the Bea-
con Hill Architectural Commis-
sion denied it “because of a very 
small visibility issue from a drive-
way” down what he said he thinks 
was Willow St. 

“The development went for-
ward and the rear part and the 
front part were originally market-
ed together as Unit 5,” Anderson 
said, but the owner of Unit 5 did 
not want the rear portion, so the 
owner of Unit 3 two floors down 

bought it.
“This introduced an egress 

issue,” he said, and the rear stair 
had to be kept as common use for 
Unit 4.

“As a form of compliance alter-
native, we proposed as a second 
means of egress:” a door that 

would be equipped with an electric 
stripe for the top floor unit to use, 
Anderson said.

The roof terrace is heated, “so 
there’d be no snow or ice issues. 
I looked at this as analogous to a 
connecting balcony,” he said

The ZBA voted to approve this 
project.  COURTESY OF LINDSAY PERRELLI

Pinckney Street resident to open 
children’s store at 73 Charles St.

bHaC approves outdoor signage at 
new Charles Street children’s store

(CharLes street, Pg. 6)

WINTER IS NOT GONE ... YET

The “Make Way for Ducklings” in the Public Garden dressed for the 
cold weather of last week.  This week these ducks could be in their 
spring outfits.
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AN UNFATHOMABLE NUMBER
When COVID-19 first came into our national consciousness more 

than a year ago, it was just a blip on the news. The prospect that a viral 
bug originating halfway around the world would alter every aspect of 
our lives seemed inconceivable.

And even if the virus did come here, America was not some third-
world country. We had confidence that the world’s best medical care 
system and scientific minds would work together to prevent something 
as seemingly trivial as a mere virus from overwhelming our nation.

But one year -- and 500,000 American lives -- later, that which was 
unimaginable has become a nightmarish reality.

To be sure, the unprecedented incompetence and outright malevo-
lence of the previous administration contributed substantially to ampli-
fy and worsen the problems brought on by the pandemic.

But even in a best-case scenario, the virus would have upended every 
aspect of our lives. Although the politicization of the virus contributed 
to our nation’s suffering, the pandemic still would have caused death 
and economic turmoil to an unprecedented extent.

The official count of 500,000 COVID deaths was surpassed this 
week. Let’s hope that as we move forward and as the daily numbers of 
deaths and hospitalizations continue to decline, we have learned that 
despite our high-tech lifestyle, we are no match for Mother Nature.

The pandemic has exposed many problems in our country, includ-
ing the inadequacy of our health care system, especially for minority 
groups, and the danger of politicizing scientific information.

Hopefully, we have recognized our multitude of mistakes and we will 
make the necessary investments in our health care and pandemic detec-
tion systems to ensure that we will be ready for the next pandemic. 

As the philosopher succinctly put it, those who do not learn from the 
past are condemned to repeat it.

SPRING IS IN THE AIR
This winter has not been a particularly difficult one for us in the 

Northeast, although February has been colder and stormier than Jan-
uary. 

But with temperatures reaching the 50s by the middle of this week, 
there is the feeling that spring is just around the corner.

We realize that “spring” is a relative term for those of us living on 
the Massachusetts coast, but undeniably the onset of warmer weather 
will provide more opportunities to get outside and enjoy the fresh air 
and sunshine after months of being cooped-up amidst our pandemic 
quarantines.

Spring traditionally symbolizes rebirth and rejuvenation. That 
thought is especially meaningful in the spring of 2021.

Hopefully, the coming of spring and the availability of mass vaccina-
tions will enable all of us to emerge from our cocoons and allow us to 
return safely to our pre-pandemic lives.

Dr. Glenn Mollette 

A good friend died recently. At 
the age of 80 all his life insurance 
had expired and his savings was 
spent. His family, financially, were 
living from week to week. His 
failing health along with Covid-
19 put him in an Intensive Care 
Unit for days apart from his family 
where he died. His hospitalization 
brought more bills and financial 
hardship for those left behind. 
Needless to say, there wasn’t 
any money to pay for a casket, 
embalming, plot of ground and a 
grave marker. 

His young adult son put togeth-
er their dire scenario and sent it 
out to everyone his family knew. 
Within a week 103 friends had 
given $20,300 to momentarily res-
cue this family from their perilous 
situation. It was enough money to 
buy a casket, embalming, a plot of 
ground and a small grave memori-
al marker. 

Do you have 103 friends who 
would give $20 to $2000 each to 
pay for your burial expenses? I 
know I do not. Such an outpouring 
was a testimony to his life and the 
lives of so many he had touched. 
This story is a sad reminder that 
we must take prudent steps toward 
covering our burial/funeral costs.

I don’t want my wife or children 
to have to figure it out after I’m 
dead. Often, we don’t get a choice. 
We die way before we have time to 
make our final arrangements. This 
happens a lot. This is why we need 
to do it now or as soon as we can. 

Another dear friend recently 
died very young. Her family was 
strapped for cash and went the 
rout of cremation. Cremation is 
costing between $2500 to $7500 
depending on where you live.  Not 
cheap. My Navy son said, “Dad, 
just cremate me and scatter my 
remains over the north Atlantic.” 
I pray he lives to be a hundred and 
his grandchildren have to do that. 

Some of you know my wife died 
back in 2002. Her funeral cost me 
about $10,000 and her grave plot 
was $600. I was cash strapped at 
the age of 47. I had nothing but 
medical bills and a house payment. 
I wasn’t prepared for a funeral, 
mentally or financially. The only 
thing that saved me was a year 
before she was diagnosed with 
multiple sclerosis, a good friend 
sold us small life insurance policies. 
He also talked us into paying extra 
for a disability wavier on the pol-
icy. The disability wavier was the 
only way I was able to maintain 
that life insurance policy which 
we used 13 years after he sold it 

to us. It was the only way I could 
have paid for that funeral, unless I 
could have borrowed more money 
on my house. This was doubtful 
because I already had a second 
mortgage on the house from trying 
to pay other medical bills. I would 
have been hurting and probably 
would have had to go the cheapest 
route available for her funeral. It 
was simply the grace of God and a 
wise insurance agent who saved us 
in that respect.

My mother and father in law 
both died recently and their 
funeral expenses alone were over 
$14,000 each. Fortunately, they 
had saved enough money to cover 
these costs. You can spend less and 
you can spend more of course. 
The question is do you want your 
family to have to figure it out?  Sit 
down with a trusted funeral direc-
tor and begin making preparations 
now. 

Decide which route you want 
to go. Decide how much you want 
to spend. You can plan everything. 
Pick out everything. Most like-
ly pay for everything. Just make 
sure you are dealing with a very 
trusted funeral director. Write out 
everything you want done includ-
ing music, speakers and anything 

Making your funeral arrangements

Guest Op-ed

(op-ed Pg. 3)
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By John Lynds 

Last week Beacon Hill’s cumu-
lative COVID-19 positive test rate 
increased slightly  but the week-
ly positive test rate continues to 
decrease steadily. 

According to the latest data 
released by the Boston Public 
Health Commission (BPHC) last 
Friday, overall since the pandemic 
started 45,302 Beacon Hill, Back 
Bay, North End, West End and 
Downtown residents have been 
tested for COVID-19 and the data 
shows that 6 percent of those test-
ed were COVID positive--this was 
a 5.3 percentage increase from the 
5.7 percent reported by the BPHC 
two weeks ago. 

Last week 2,821 residents were 
tested and only 1.9 percent were 
positive--a 37 percent decrease 
from the 3 percent reported two 
Fridays ago. 

Citywide,    29,757 residents 
were tested and 3.8 percent were 
COVID positive--a 21 percent 
decrease from the 4.8 percent test-
ing positive two weeks ago. 

At a press briefing last Thurs-
day Mayor Martin Walsh said the 
average number of positive tests 
recorded each day was 209. That’s 
down by about 13 percent from 
the week before, and daily new 
cases have continued to go down 
since early January.

“Our current community pos-
itivity rate was 4.8 percent,” said 
Walsh. “That’s below our 5 percent 
threshold, and the lowest positivity 
we’ve seen since October. The rate 
went down in every neighborhood, 
and every neighborhood is now 
below 8 percent, which is good 
news. An average of 4,263 people 
were tested each day. That’s up by 
3 percent over the week before and 
does not include college testing.”

The Mayor said Boston contin-
ues to work with the State on the 
vaccine rollout. 

“On Wednesday, the Governor 
announced that, as of February 
18, anyone 65 or older, or who has 
two or more qualifying medical 

conditions, is now eligible for the 
vaccine,” said Walsh. 

The Mayor noted that mod-
erate and severe asthma are now 
included in that list of conditions, 
which is a good thing. 

“This was an important deci-
sion, to ensure that more residents 
of color who face elevated risk are 
eligible sooner,” said Walsh. “In 
addition, everyone in Phase 1 con-
tinues to be eligible if you have not 
been vaccinated yet -- including 
health care workers, first respond-
ers, and residents and staff in long-
term care and congregate care set-
tings.”

The full updated schedule is at 
Mass.gov/CovidVaccine.

Walsh said the City of Bos-
ton will continue to advocate on 
behalf of Boston residents, and 
increase equity in this process for 
any resident or community that 
may face barriers. He said the City 
is focusing on access in the Black 
community; the Latino communi-
ty; the Asian community; and our 
immigrant communities. 

“We’re also focusing on access 
for elderly residents and those with 
disabilities,” he said. “We’re doing 
targeted outreach to these commu-
nities through City departments, 
Community Health Centers, and 
nonprofit partners.”

The infection rate in Beacon 
Hill and surrounding neighbor-
hoods increased 6.7 percent in one 
week according to the latest city 
statistics. 

The BPHC data released last 
Friday showed Beacon Hill, Back 
Bay, North End, West End and 
Downtown had an infection rate 
of 480.9  cases per 10,000 resi-
dents, up 6.7 percent from 450.6 
cases per 10,000 residents. 

An additional 169 residents 
became infected with the virus 
last week and the total number of 
cases in the area increased from 
2,511cases to 2,680 cases as of last 
Friday. 

The statistics released by 
the BPHC as part of its weekly 
COVID19 report breaks down 
the number of cases and infection 

rates in each neighborhood. It also 
breaks down the number of cases 
by age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases of 

coronavirus increased 3 percent  
percent last week and went from  
56,079 cases to 57,794 confirmed 
cases in a week. Thirty-seven addi-

tional Boston residents died from 
the virus last week and there are 
now 1,251 total deaths in the city 
from COVID. 

ton to pursue a master’s in Elemen-
tary and Special Education at what 
was then Wheelock College, which 
she earned in 2017.

Perrelli then spent two years as 
lead teacher at Boston Children’s 
Hospital, teaching children rang-
ing in age from 3 to high school 
students who were too sick to 
learn in a regular classroom.

When Perrelli stepped down 
from that role in 2019, she began 
work on her first children’s book, 
also called “The Happy Journey,” 
which has been picked up by a 
publishing company.

“The whole thing was inspired 
by my time at the hospital,” she 

said of her upcoming book, “and 
the lessons I learned from the 
patients and families there.”

Besides hew own title, The 
Happy Journey store will carry 
children’s books personally select-
ed by Perrelli, as well as also stock 
a selection of children’s games 
handpicked by her.

“We’re not just throwing any-
thing on the shelves,” said Perrel-

li, who is currently working as a 
“pod teacher” for first-grade stu-
dents from five Charlestown fam-
ilies. “I’ve actually tried all these 
games.”

Moreover, The Happy Journey 
will also offer new children’s pro-
gramming under Perrelli’s guid-
ance.

“I want families to feel the 
presence of a teacher,” she said, 

Land of Learning (from pg. 1)

op-ed (from pg. 2)
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specific you want them to say. It’s 
up to you of course. Make sever-
al copies of your wishes and what 
you have done. It’s amazing how 
people lose stuff. 

When we are dead, we won’t 
care. We won’t know, but we care 
now. I know most of us care about 
those we leave behind. This is one 
way we can help them to know 
how and what we want done and 

relieve their burden by making the 
arrangements ourselves. 

Glenn Mollette is the publish-
er of Newburgh Press, Liberty 
Torch and various other publish-
ing imprints; a national columnist 
–  American Issues and Common 
Sense opinions, analysis, stories 
and features appear each week 
In over 500 newspapers, websites 
and blogs across the United States.

On Friday the BPHC released its weekly COVID-19 stats by neighborhood that tracks infection rates and 
COVID testing results in Boston neighborhoods. 

Weekly COVID-19 
positive test rate decreases
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This is a brief overview of con-
struction operations and impacts 
for the North Washington Street 
Bridge Replacement Project. Mass-
DOT will provide additional notic-
es as needed for high-impact work 
and changes to traffic configura-
tions beyond those described below.

VIbrATOry HAMMEr 
NOISE IMPACTS

•A vibratory hammer is being 
used to install the five cofferdams 
which will be needed to build the 
piers of the new bridge. Installa-
tion of each cofferdam takes about 
two weeks.

•The project team has posi-
tioned a combination of hanging 
sound blankets and temporary 
barrier to minimize noise impacts 
from the vibratory hammer. These 
measures will be adjusted as need-
ed and appropriate.

•The vibratory hammer is oper-
ated place during the day (7 a.m. 
– 3 p.m.)

DESCrIPTION OF 
SCHEDuLED WOrK 

•Crews will be repairing ware-
house piers and columns, installing 
and conducting maintenance of 

silt curtains, and installing coffer-
dams.

WOrK HOurS
•Most work will be done during 

the daytime (6:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.)
WOrK THAT HAS bEEN 

COMPLETED
•Prior to 2/21/21, crews con-

tinued preparatory work to build 
the new bridge. Cofferdam instal-
lation is 95% complete.

PrOJECT NEWSLETTEr 
POSTED

•Work on the North Washing-

ton Street Bridge began in August 
2018. Since then, the project team 
has accomplished a lot. As of Feb-
ruary 2020, we have transferred 
all utilities (gas, electric, fiber, 
communications) onto the tempo-
rary utility bridge, demolished the 
old bridge’s center swing span and 
piers, and have started to build the 
foundations of the new bridge. 

•A project progress newslet-
ter has been posted to the proj-
ect webpage detailing the above 
accomplishments and many more.

TrAVEL TIPS
Westerly sidewalk, Lovejoy 

Wharf stairs near Converse are 
open to the public with the open-
ing of the temporary bridge, the 
adjacent section of the Harbor-
walk passing under the bridge 
remains closed.

The Tudor Wharf Walkway 
(under the bridge next to the 
water in Paul Revere Park) will 
be intermittently closed for safety 
during construction operations, 
with access provided via the Water 
Street underpass.

Wolverton develops close relationships with her customers
By Annie Stockwell

When Lynne Wolverton moved 
to Boston from Columbus, Ohio 
in 1984, she dreamt of one day 
starting her own store. She had 
experience with retail: working in 
a record business, a small clothing 
boutique, and then as the assistant 
manager at Burberry in Boston.

After a few years, with her 
knowledge and love of retail, 
Lynne was ready to start her own 
store:

Linens on the Hill.
Before embarking on her own, 

Lynne says, “It had been in my 
head for quite a while, sothe ques-
tion was really when was I going 
to take the leap and go for it.” In 
1987, Lynne openedLinens on the 

Hill on 71 Charles Street in Bea-
con Hill. She “fell in love with 
Boston” aftervisiting, and knew 
that Beacon Hill was the environ-
ment where she wanted to start 
her ownbusiness.

“I wanted to concentrate on 
linens because that was, and is 
my passion,” she said. I’dthought 
about opening a store a long time 
before I was able to do it, and 
then the timing becameright.” She 
signed a short-term lease which 
ended a year and a half later, after 
which she foundher new location 
at 52 Charles Street. While the nine 
foot-wide store was not ideal, Lyn-
necontinued to bring in business 
and form bonds with her custom-
ers. Eventually, Lynne was ableto 

expand her space, giving her more 
room to display her products.

Linens on the Hill specializes 
in high end bed, bath, and table 
linens. While the largestportion 
of the business is bed linens, the 
store has various gift items such 
as sleepwear, babygifts, wastebas-
kets, tissue sets, trays, and more.

Lynne carefully finds products 
to display in her store. She prefers 
to see products inperson, before 
adding them to her collection. 
Before COVID, she would go to 
trade shows, andspend days walk-
ing through the aisles of goods 
carefully examining the details and 
finding thenext items she might 
add to her store.

“I look for high quality and 

unique things,” she said of her 
trade show searches. “I alwaystry 
to find things that you are not 
going to find someplace else.”

Lynne brings her own sense of 
style to her store, choosing specific 
items that shepersonally likes and 
knows others will, too.

“I can’t buy what I don’t like 
personally,” she explained. “It 
seems to work because myclientele 
continues to visit, and seem to like 
what I choose.”

Being on Charles Street has 
brought her close relationships 
with clients. Lynne says, “If a

customer has a dog for instance, 
I might see them everyday because 
this is on their dog walkingroute. 
Because I am next to the hard-
ware store, and across from Gary 

Drugs, everybody goes tothose 
places frequently, so I see a lot of 
people.” She describes the close 
relationships that shehas made 
over the years with her customers. 
She says, “I have a relationship 
with a lot offamilies; knowing 
children, parents and grandpar-
ents.” She explains the difference 
between hercustomers and other 
stores’ customers, saying, “They 
are not just customers, we haver-
elationships.”

While Linens on the Hill was 
closed during quarantine, the busi-
ness remained popular online.

Annie Stockwell lives in Bea-
con Hill and is a student attending 
BB&N.

North Washington Street Bridge construction look-ahead through Mar. 6

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

Special to the times

Mayor Martin J. Walsh and the 
Election Department announced 
the start of the City of Boston's 
Annual Resident Census, which 
is kicking off today with the first 
batch of mailings being sent to 
households. The 2021 Boston 
Annual Resident Listing, as the ini-
tiative is officially known, attempts 
to count all individuals who live in 
the City of Boston, and Boston res-
idents age 17 and older are asked 
to complete the census for their 
household. An accurate count of 
residents helps the City ensure that 
municipal resources are distribut-
ed equitably to all, and the census 
plays an important role in helping 
officials maintain an up to date roll 
of active voters as well as a log of 
residents who are eligible for jury 
duty. The latter is crucial to ensur-
ing that everyone has access to a 
fair jury trial.

For the second year, the option-
al City of Boston Childcare Survey 
will be conducted alongside the 
Annual Resident Listing. Created 
by the Mayor's Office of Women's 
Advancement in 2019, this first-
in-the-nation approach to under-
standing childcare in Boston gives 
parents and guardians an opportu-
nity to share direct feedback with 
the City about their early educa-
tion and care needs. The survey's 
purpose is to better understand 
how families access and experience 
care for their children, ages five 
and under. This year's survey find-
ings will offer especially important 
feedback on how families adjust-
ed to the challenges posed by the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 
Residents with young children are 
encouraged to complete the Bos-
ton Childcare Survey and return it 
along with their completed Boston 
Annual Resident Listing form.

"The annual resident census 
and the optional childcare sur-
vey are among the easiest and 
most important ways for people 
to stay civically engaged," said 
Mayor Walsh. "The feedback we 
get directly from residents helps us 
shape how we deliver critical city 
services so that we can continue to 
improve the lives of everyone liv-
ing in Boston. It's quick and easy 
to participate, and I encourage 
everyone to do their part by com-
pleting the surveys."

The Boston Childcare Survey 
asks parents and guardians about 
their preferences and any barriers 
that may affect a parent or guard-
ian's ability to choose their pre-
ferred method of childcare. Acces-
sibility, affordability, and quality 
of care tend to be barriers that 
people identify, and City officials 
are able to use survey responses 
to tailor solutions to specific chal-

lenges.
Completed responses to both 

the mandatory Boston Annual 
Resident Listing and the optional 
Boston Childcare Survey can be 
returned free of charge using the 
prepaid envelope that is provided 
with the mailing. All households 
in Boston can expect to receive 
their mailing within the next two 
weeks, and the Election Depart-
ment requests that residents com-
plete and return the forms within 
seven days of receipt.

In addition to returning the 
completed forms to the Election 
Department using the prepaid 
envelope that is provided to all 
households as part of the mailing, 
residents have three other options 
for participating.

•Respond online: Visit Bos-
ton.gov/census to respond to the 
Boston Annual Resident Listing. 
Translations are available online in 

Spanish, Chinese, and Vietnamese. 
The website includes a link to the 
optional Childcare Survey.

•Printable mail-in version: If 
for any reason one's household 
did not receive the Boston Annual 
Resident Listing or if the mailing 
was misplaced, a printable ver-
sion is available online. For more 
details, visit Boston.gov/census or 
call (617) 635-8683 (VOTE).

•Call the Election Department: 
Residents can call (617) 635-8683 
(VOTE), Monday through Friday 
between 9 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., to 
speak to a representative about 
completing the census.

Residents that do not respond to 
the 2021 Boston Annual Resident 
Listing will become inactive on the 
voter registration roll. Residents 
can register to vote online, in-per-
son at the Election Department, or 
by calling (617) 635-8683 (VOTE) 
to have a form mailed to them.

Walsh encourages residents to complete 2021 boston annual resident listing
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ADVErTISE IN THE bEACON HILL TIMES. CALL 781-485-0588

From Boston Police Area A-1
COMMUNITY SERVICE OFFICE: 617-343-4627

DRUG UNIT: 617-343-4879 • EMERGENCIES: 911

BEACON HILL BEATNeighborhood rouNdup

Combo Rates available!  
Buy any 3 sites, get 4th FREE

Online Advertising
is Available

Showcase Your Business, Open 
House, or More with an online 

ad!
Clients and Customers 
are just a click away! 

— $30000 per month per site —

AD SIZE

in pixels
W: 160px
H: 600px

——————

please send 
in “png”
format

Call the office to get started!
781-485-0588

reverejournal.com •winthroptranscript.com 
lynnjournal.com • everettindependent.com 

eastietimes.com • chelsearecord.com 
charlestownbridge.com • beaconhilltimes.com

northendregionalreview.com • thebostonsun.com

jamaicaplaingazette.com • missionhillgazette.com

INDEPENDENT
THE

N E W S P A P E R S

NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO RELOCATE A BRANCH OFFICE

Notice is hereby given that Citizens Bank, National Association, One Citizens 
Plaza, Providence, RI 02903, has filed an application with the Comptroller of 
the Currency on February 25, 2021, as specified in 12 CFR 5 for permission 

to relocate the branch at 73 Tremont Street, Boston, MA 02108 to 326 
Cambridge Street, Boston, MA 02114.  

Any person wishing to comment on this application may file comments in 
writing with the Director for Large Bank Licensing, Office of the Comptroller 

of the Currency, 400 7th Street SW, Mail Stop 10E-2, Washington, DC  20219 
within 30 days after the date of this publication.

Larceny - Shoplifting
02/15/21 – A Cambridge 

Street pharmacy reported two 
suspects - a male and a female 

- stole detergent pods from the 
store at around 2:30 p.m. before 
fleeing on foot.

HILL HOUSE SUMMER 
CAMP REGISTRATION 
NOW OPEN FOR 2021

Hill House, Inc. located at 127 
Mount Vernon S., has officially 
opened up Summer Camp regis-
tration for 2021 campers. 

Now in its 22nd year, Hill 

House Camps (Kiddie Kamp for 
3-5 year olds and Day Camp for 
5- to 12-year-olds) feature: week-
ly Day Camp field trips; Kiddie 
Kamp onsite adventures; expand-
ed enrichment opportunities; sail-
ing, theatre, sports and film camp 
options; weekly themes; extended 
day options for Day Campers; and 

expanded LIT program for 13- to 
15-year-olds.

Visit Hill House’s Summer 
Camp website (www.hillhouse-
boston.org/Camps.htm) to learn 
more about all the fun. For more 
information on registering, contact 
Chelsea Evered at 617-227-5838 
or cevered@hillhouseboston.org.

By Dan Murphy

Old West Church has been rec-
ommended to receive a $50,000 
Community Preservation Act 
grant from the city to continue 
exterior restoration work on the 
envelope of its building at 131 
Cambridge St.

Rev. Dr. Sara Garrard, the 
church’s pastor, said the cost of the 
entire project is about $700,000, 

and that restoration on the tower, 
as well as the first-floor windows, 
had already been completed 
for around $400,000. (The city 
awarded $4000,000 in CPA funds 
to the church in 2019, which paid 
for this work.)  

The latest CPA funds, she said, 
will be used to complete resto-
ration on the church’s east-west 
facing windows. 

The church had requested 
$100,000 from the city to cover 
this entire phase of the project, said 
Rev. Garrard, but it was ultimately 
only recommended to receive half 
that sum.

“We’ve done about one-third 
of the windows,” she added. “We 
have a lot of windows.”

The Old West Church is home 
to a United Methodist congregation 
comprising a diverse cross-section of 
people from Greater Boston neigh-
borhoods and serves as an urban 
training parish for students from 
BU School of Theology. Its congre-
gation also partners with the Boston 
Food Forest Coalition to offer a 
food forest on the church grounds. 

Visit www.oldwestchurch.org 
for more information on Old West 
Church.

 COURTESY OF OLD WEST CHURCH 

Front of Asher Benjamin’s 1806 historic facade of the Old West 
Church, founded in 1737. 

Old West Church recommended to receive 
$50,000 CPA grant from city for restoration

Scaffolding encased the Old West 
Church’s tower during the sum-
mer and fall of 2020, allowing 
for the restoration of the tower’s 
envelope, which is a major part 
of the complete restoration of the 
entire building. 
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David Sherf, the property man-
ager, had proposed moving the 
intercom system from an alcove in 
a stairwell leading to a basement 
living space to the left side of the 
doorway on the building’s façade 
in an effort to mitigate the impact 
on the occupant of that unit, who 
said she has been inundated with 
delivery packages for the entire 
nine-unit building. 

“All the wiring comes in on the 
left,” Sherf added, “so you really 
can’t move it to the other side of 
the door.”

While the proposal would entail 
alterations to the exterior of a 
building in a historic neighbor-
hood, which is prohibited under 
BHAC guidelines, Nick Armata, 
senior preservation planner for the 
city, after working closely with the 
applicant over the past few weeks, 
said: “In this particular instance, 
this seems like the only logical 

solution I can’t think of anything 
else. I’m not sure there’s another 
option available at this point.”

In conclusion, however, Com-
missioner Miguel Rosales said, 
“We shouldn’t be endorsing break-
ing the historic guidelines because 
the applicant doesn’t want to find 
a solution that’s appropriate.”

The commission unanimously 
approved as submitted an appli-
cation for 78 Mount Vernon St. 
to install new dormers at the rear 
façade, as well as a new oriel, 
while also unanimously approving 
an application as filed for 66 Bea-
con St. to repaint the front door 
using black Benjamin Moore gloss 
paint.

An application for 40 Phillips 
St. to replace 12 wood, one-over-
one windows with 12 Fibrex 
one-over-one windows was unan-
imously denied without prejudice 
because the commission deemed 

that the proposed composite mate-
rial was “inappropriate” for the 
historic district.

The commission voted unan-
imously to continue an applica-
tion for 83 Mt. Vernon St. – the 
William Ellery Channing House, 
which was built in 1835 – to con-
struct a new fifth-floor dormer and 
deck, as well as to install new door 
hardware, new front light fixture 
and a new intercom system, and 
to repaint the front door Heritage 
Red.

A subcommittee comprising 
P.T. Vineburgh, the commission’s 
chair, as well as Commissioners 
Alice Richmond and Rosales, was 
convened to review the extensive 
application and full mock-ups, and 
its future hearings will be open to 
the public, said Armata.

Likewise, the commission 
voted unanimously to continue an 
application for 27 Brimmer St. to 
replace the roofdeck, as well as to 
remove and rebuild the headhouse 
in a new location, with new guard-
rails and a new skylight.

Commissioner Rosales, who 
described the roofdeck request as 
excessive, said, “It’s a very exag-
gerated proposal. They should 
make an effort to minimize the size 
and visibility.” 

Peter White, a principal with the 
Woburn architectural firm ZEN 
Associates, responded he would 
be “happy to scale it down and 
reduce the visibility, and to come 
back [to the commission] with the 
best foot forward.”

The commission requested that 
White return to its next monthly 
hearing with a mockup of the new 
proposal.

Moreover, the commission 
voted to deny an application for 
62 Chestnut St. to replace wood 
shutters with replicas to match in 
color, style and material due to 
“insufficient information” provid-
ed. The sample submitted as part 
of the application also wasn’t con-
sistent in proportion and detailing 
with the existing shutters, accord-
ing to the commission, which are 
in derelict condition.

Elegant Findings Antiques at 89 
Charles St.

The commission approved this 
application with the proviso that 
the applicant submit final shop 
drawings showing the sign’s loca-
tion on the building façade for 
staff files. 

In another matter relat-
ed to proposed storefront sig-
nage, Laura Cousineau, owner 
of Upstairs Downstairs, which 
recently moved to the retail space 
formerly occupied by The Red 
Wagon at 69 Charles St. from its 
former home at 93 Charles St., 
applied for a new hanging sign 
that would closely resemble the 
one that was at the business’s old 
location for 28 years, although she 
agreed to the commission’s request 
to change its color to black from 
the proposed Essex green. (Cous-
ineau also agreed to change the 
color of the awning to black from 
the proposed alpine green per the 
commission’s recommendation.)

Unlike the old sign, which 
read “Upstairs Downstairs,” the 
one would have the business’s 

new name, “Upstairs Downstairs 
Home,” printed in 23-carat gold 
stenciling, said Cousineau, and 
would be adorned with a “swirl” 
deign at the bottom.

No masonry would be penetrat-
ed or altered during the installa-
tion of the sign, Cousineau added, 
which would also use existing 
hardware.

This application was approved 
unanimously with provisos that 
the new sign be black; that the 
replacement awning, which would 
be also be black to match, not have 
scalloped edges; and that Cousin-
eau submit shop drawings to staff 
for final approval.

On an application to ratify a 
violation for 11 Irving St., which 
was carried over from the Decem-
ber hearing, the commission voted 
3-2 to deny the installation of an 
unapproved intercom system and 
instructed the applicant to find a 
solution where the system would 
be affixed to the door, instead of 
to the building itself, in keeping 
with the historic neighborhood’s 
guidelines.

Charles street (from pg. 1)

The future home of The Happy Journey children’s store at 73 Charles St.

Upstairs Downstairs Home’s new location at 69 Charles St.

BhCa (from pg. 1)

and inclusion.  
Nominations may be submit-

ted until Friday, March 5th, 2021 
by contacting the BHCA office at 
info@bhcivic.org or (617) 227-
1922.

2021 Annual Appeal
Our 2021 Annual Appeal let-

ter will be arriving to you short-
ly. We depend on your generosity 
to continue the work we do for 
the neighborhood. Thank you, in 
advance, for your support!

Street Cleaning 
Street Cleaning resumes on 

Beacon Hill Monday March 1st! 
Check the signage to see when this 
applies to your street.

Join a bHCA Committee!
The Beacon Hill Civic Associ-

ation has various committees that 
focus on a targeted range of issues 
and initiatives aligning with the 
BHCA’s mission of Community 

Building, Civic Engagement, and 
Historic Preservation. Committee 
chairs are board members who 
volunteer their time and share 
their expertise to implement plans 
that relate to the goals of the orga-
nization for the good of our neigh-
borhood. The BHCA encourages 
interested neighbors to become 
members of the BHCA and to join 
any of our Committees that match 
your interests.

 
upcoming Meetings & Special 

Events
Meet & Greet (virtual) – Mon-

day, March 1st, 6-7pm *
BHCA Zoning & Licensing 

Committee (virtual) – Wednesday, 
March 3rd, 7pm*

* Email info@bhcivic.org for 
joining instructions.

become a member!
If you have yet to become a 

member of the BHCA, we invite 
you to join. For 99 years, we have 
worked to preserve this special 
neighborhood. By joining our 
membership, you strengthen our 
numbers and add credibility to our 
purpose as advocates for Beacon 
Hill. Most importantly, you join 
a community of residents, busi-
nesses, and volunteers who work 
together to keep our neighbor-
hood vibrant. Please visit bhcivic.
org or call the office at 617-227-
1922 to become a member and get 
involved today! 

BOSTON
CONSIGNMENT

Furnishings From The FinesT homes

Buy • Consign • enjoy

Bostonconsigns.com
978-969-1115

info@bostonconsigns.com
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By Dan Murphy

An on-the-job accident two 
weeks ago proved nearly tragic for 
Beacon Hill barber Stephen Silva, 
but the outpouring of support he 
has received since then has come as 
a reaffirming reminder of just how 
compassionate people can be.

“People have been amazing,” 
said Silva, who has worked at Bos-
ton Barber Co.’s Bowdoin Street 
location for the past four years, 
from his Wilmington on Saturday, 
Feb. 20, just hours after he was 
released from Mass General Hos-
pital. “I’m just grateful for what 
everyone has done for me. I wasn’t 
expecting any of this. “

On Friday, Feb. 12 at around 
1:30 p.m., Silva was cutting a 
customer’s hair at the Beacon 
Hill barbershop when he lost his 
footing and plunged straight into 
a pair of scissors. His coworkers 
reached out to the owner, Robert 
Del Russo, who was working at 
the North End location, and who 
instructed them to lay Silva down; 
to apply pressure to his wound; 
and to call 9-1-1 and wait for an 
ambulance to arrive.

“I was just lucky I was saved 
by my coworkers, and they looked 
out for me,” Silva said. “I have a 
great family at work.

They’re great people, and they 
absolutely saved my life.”

Boston Police and paramedics 
were on the scene in minutes. Silva 
and Del Russo both said the call 
was likely expedited since Boston 
Police logged it in as a stabbing, 
rather than as a workplace acci-
dent, giving it greater priority.

“If it was called in as a freak 
accident, the police wouldn’t have 
responded as fast – they were 
there, in like, two minutes,” Del 
Russo said, “It was the craziest 
freak accident I could ever imagine 
as far as barbering goes. [Silva] lit-
erally had a better chance of get-
ting hit by a bolt of lightning.’

When police arrived on the 
scene, however, they were con-
vinced the barbershop was a crime 
scene and wouldn’t allow employ-
ees to wipe Silva’s blood off the 
floor.

“They were trying to clean up 
the blood on the floor, but the 
police wouldn’t let them because 
it was still a crime scene and they 
didn’t believe the story,” Del Russo 
said. “Thank God we had the sur-
veillance video to show them what 
happened.”

Silva has been a good sport 
about it all, though, said Del 
Russo, and has even taken to 
calling himself the “Beacon Hill 
Klutz,” although Del Russo pre-
fers another moniker for him – 
“Stabbin’ Steve.”

Del Russo has been “very sup-
portive,” Silva said, checking up 
on him every day and encouraging 
him to take as much time as he 
needs to make a full recovery

Silva, who punctured an artery 
in his heart, was taken to Mass 
General, and underwent open-
heart surgery, but as a testament 
to both his resilience, as well as to 
MGH’s highly skilled surgeons, his 
stay at the hospital lasted just over 
one week. 

“I’m still having issues with 
breathing, and I can’t lift over a 
gallon of milk,” Silva said Satur-
day. “I can’t open and close doors. 
I can’t raise both hands over my 
head [simultaneously].”

His recovery is expected to take 
between six and eight weeks while 
the bone heals, and although phys-
ical therapy won’t be part of his 
recovery regimen, several physical 
therapist he’s never met before 
have reached out to offer their ser-
vices to him pro bono.

Attorneys, also strangers, have 
contacted Silva to offer free legal 
assistance with any workman’s 
compensation claims, and fel-
low barbers from as far away as 

Thailand and South America have 
heard Silva’s story and reached out 
to him as well, he said.

Some strangers even began 
checking on Silva on a daily basis, 
including some who don’t speak 
English and instead rely on trans-
lators to facilitate their conver-
sations with him. “I’ve talked to 
some amazing people I’ve never 
met before,” Silva said.

After hearing about his acci-
dent, BaByliss, a manufacturer of 
professional hair tools, even sent 
Silva a complete kit, including 
a pair clippers, a trimmer and a 
magnetic mat – “the whole nine 
yards,” he said.

Hattori Hanzo, which made the 
scissors involved in Silva’s acci-
dent, also sent him a care package.

Silva added, “I’m grateful for 
everyone on Beacon Hill. All the 
businesses, the State House Ash-
burton Place and neighbors, too, 
have all come by [both of the bar-
bershop’s locations] to make sure 
I’m okay and drop off packages 
and money.”

In addition, Silva’s girlfriend, 
with help from other friends of 
his, set up a GoFundMe crowd-
funding campaign with a goal of 
$40,000, which was expected to 
be just enough to cover his cost of 
living during his convalescence. As 
of Tuesday afternoon, it had raised 
nearly $32,000.

While Silva has health insur-
ance, he worries that his hospital 
bill could set him back an exorbi-
tant sum. 

“It could be like $60,000, and 

I could be out of work six months 
- I don’t know,” Silva said. “I’ll be 
out of work for at least six to eight 
weeks and hopefully not any more 
[than that], and when I come back, 
I don’t know if it’ll be full time.” 

But despite this major setback, 
the experience has made Silva see 
and truly appreciate the innate 
kindness in others.

“I wish no one had to donate, 
and that it never happened,” he 
said, “but at the same time, peo-
ple are reaching out to me, and it’s 
good to see there are good people 
out there.”

Visit https://www.gofundme.
com/f/stephen-silva to contribute 
to the GoFundMe campaign for 
Stephen Silva.

The Archer Residences is a boutique, full-service 
condominium in Beacon Hill with 24-hour white-glove 
services and impeccably designed indoor and outdoor 
spaces for health, wellness, and socializing. One- to four-
bedroom residences starting at $1.5M.

S C H E D U L E  A  P R I VAT E  S H O W I N G  T O D AY . 

Now open and available for 
immediate occupancy. 

The Archer Residences 

—

45 Temple Street, Beacon Hill 

sales@thearcherresidences.com

617.315.2451

thearcherresidences.com
LICENSED AS COMPASS. COMPASS IS A LICENSED REAL ESTATE 
BROKER AND ABIDES BY EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY LAWS.  

Hill barber receives outpouring of support after on-the-job accident

Barber Stephen Silva working at Boston Barber Co.’s Beacon Hill loca-
tion.

Boston Barber Co. at 124 Bowdoin St.
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baker announces plan to eliminate remote learning for elementary schools by April 
By Lauren Bennett

Governor Charlie Baker on 
Tuesday announced that the state 
has a goal of getting elementary 
school students back into the class-
room full-time by April.

“I think we all know that when 
COVID hit last year, just about 
this time, teachers, staff, and stu-
dents experienced an incredible 
disruption to their daily routines 
in school,” Baker said, “and ever 
since, have been adapting and 
adjusting to the challenges that 
came with the pandemic.”   

Baker said that districts across 
the state have made adjustments 
to help their students adapt to the 
challenges put forth by the pan-
demic, “but I think we all agree 
there’s no substitute for in-person 
learning, especially for kids in ele-
mentary school,” he said.

“Our administration has been 
clear for months that the best place 
for kids is in the classroom,” Baker 
said. 

He said that Jeff Riley, the Com-
missioner of the state Department 
of Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation, began a process on Tuesday  

with the Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education“ to get more 
kids back into the classroom full 
time by phasing out remote-only 
learning in April” and allow stu-
dents, beginning with elementary 
school students, to attend classes 
in person Monday through Friday. 

Baker said that the process 
would begin with students in ele-
mentary school, and that the state 
“hope[s] to be moving ahead 
soon,” he said. “We know the pan-
demic’s been difficult on everyone, 
but it’s been really tough on kids 
and their parents as they struggle 
to be out of the classroom and 
detached from their teachers and 
their peers.” 

Approximately 80 percent 
of the state’s school districts are 
currently providing some sort of 
in-person learning, whether it be 
a hybrid model or fully in person, 
Baker said.  

“Districts with in-person learn-
ing, regardless of how high COVID 
transmission is in their communi-
ty, have seen few, if any, examples 
of in-school transmission,” Baker 
said. He said that with “proper 
mitigation strategies” and com-

pliance with protocols, “schools 
across the Commonwealth have 
been able to safely welcome kids 
back to the classroom for many 
months now.”

However, about 20 percent of 
the state’s school districts are still 
fully remote, which translates to 
about 400,000 kids, Baker said, 
“most of whom haven’t been in 
a classroom since March [of last 
year].” 

Baker said that students’ “social, 
mental, and emotional well-being 
has been significantly impacted” 
by being out of the classroom. 

“The science is pretty clear on 
this one: there are now dozens of 
reports from all over the world 
that it’s safe to be in school, and 
doctors and public health experts, 
including Dr. Fauci, all agree that 
getting kids back in school needs 
to be a top priority,” Baker said.

He said that the state has “com-
mitted funding, resources, and 
supports to schools and districts to 
return to classrooms.” 

Commissioner Riley said he 
would “take a phased-in approach 
to returning students to the class-
room, working closely with 

state health officials and medical 
experts.”

He said he would work first to 
return elementary school students 
to in-person learning, “with the 
plan likely extending to middle 
school grades later in the school 
year and possibly high schools as 
well.”

Parents who do not wish to 
send their children for in person 
learning will not be required to do 
so, and they can remain learning 
remotely through the end of the 
school year, Riley said, adding that 
“there will be a waiver process for 
districts who may need to take 
a more incremental approach,” 
Riley said, adding that fully remote 
schools could first transition to a 
hybrid model. 

Baker said that “with COVID 
cases and hospitalizations continu-
ing to decline and vaccines well 
underway, it’s time to set our sites 
on eliminating remote learning by 
April and starting with elementa-
ry schools.” He said the state will 
continue to ramp up vaccine dis-
tribution as much as possible and 
open more mass vaccination sites 
statewide. 

Please visit www.beaconhilltimes.com

By John Lynds

This week South End State 
Representative and an emergency 
room physician Dr. Jon Santia-
go announced his candidacy for 
Mayor of Boston. In a two minute 
video, produced in both English 
and Spanish, Santiago tells his per-
sonal story and calls on neighbors 
across the city to join together and 
write the next chapter of “our Bos-
ton story.” 

Santiago is currently serving his 
second term as the State Repre-
sentative for the 9th Suffolk Dis-
trict that includes the South End, 
Roxbury, Back Bay, and Fenway. 
He is an emergency room physi-
cian employed at Boston Medical 
Center and also serves as a captain 
in the U.S. Army Reserve and has 
deployed overseas. 

“We are living through an 
unprecedented crisis, the impact of 
which will last far beyond today. 
It’s a turning point for our city, but 
in it I also see great possibilities,” 
said Santiago. “I see and hear it 
in the voices of my neighbors, 
patients, and constituents. I’ve 
spent my life in service to others 
and now I’m running for mayor to 

lead us through this moment and 
to a recovery rooted in equity and 
opportunity. I will bring our city 
back, stronger than ever. Today, 
we set out to bring neighbors 
together to write the next chapter 
of our Boston story.”

On Monday Santiago’s launch 
video titled “Our Boston Story” 
reintroduces the candidate to vot-
ers and tells how his early years in 
Boston led to a life of service - in 
the Peace Corps, as a captain in 
the U.S. Army Reserve deploying 
overseas, an emergency room phy-
sician, and as a state representa-
tive. 

“I’ve heard from many friends 
across every neighborhood about 
the challenges Boston faces in this 
critical moment and its future,” 
said Santiago. “Our Boston story 
has always been about hard work-
ing people—everyday heroes who 
dig deep and harness the spirit of 
our city to keep moving us for-
ward. Beginning right now, we’re 
building a grassroots movement to 
bring our city together to write our 
next chapter.”

In the video Santiago is seen 
walking home from an overnight 
shift in the ER with his voiceover 

saying it is this time that he often 
reflects on his life and the future of 
his community. 

“To think about my patients 
and try to understand why they 
ended up here. The daughter 
in the grips of substance use; a 
homeless family looking for shel-

ter; the young man, another vic-
tim of gun violence. And now 
these same families, impacted by 
COVID-19,” says Santiago in the 
video. “I’ve come to learn that my 
patients are a reflection of Boston. 
Their stories speak to our greatest 
challenges. Disparities in health 
and wealth; rising rents; struggling 
schools. I’ve spent my life in ser-
vice to tackle these very issues. I’m 
running for mayor to lead Boston 
through this crisis...to a recovery 
rooted in equity and opportunity.”

Santiago grew up in subsidized 
housing and attended Boston Pub-
lic Schools. 

After college he joined the Peace 
Corps to help those less fortunate.

“I took an oath to serve in the 
Army and deployed overseas,” 
he says. “I came back to Boston 
to work as an ER doctor, now on 
the frontlines fighting COVID-
19. My commitment to service is 
what compelled me to first run for 
public office.  Every day I wake 
up ready to serve the people of 
Boston. But our city is now at a 
turning point. The pandemic has 
exposed our vulnerabilities. This 
moment requires a leader who sees 
each and every one of you. I’m 

ready to serve.”
To accompany the launch San-

tiago unveiled a new website at 
www.jonsantiago.org, which is 
already serving as an online orga-
nizing hub and a home for every 
Boston voice to share input, give 
feedback, and engage in a dia-
logue with the campaign. In the 
days ahead, the campaign will be 
announcing COVID-safe online 
citywide organizing events.

Santiago’s elected service began 
in 2019 when he was sworn in 
as state representative for the 9th 
Suffolk District. Since then, he 
has been a leading voice on the 
COVID-19 response, substance 
use issues, and vaccine equity 
across the Commonwealth. He 
has been appointed Vice Chair of 
the Joint Committee for COVID-
19 and Emergency Preparedness 
Management. He has been a 
staunch advocate for organized 
labor as a former member of CIR/
SEIU and has championed trans-
portation equity, environmental 
justice, and economic recovery for 
small businesses in Boston. 

Santiago lives in the South End 
with his wife, Alexandra. 

South End State rep. and emergency room physician Jon Santiago announces bid for Mayor

South End State Representative 
and an emergency room physician 
Dr. Jon Santiago announced his 
candidacy for Mayor of Boston 
Monday. 
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The door knocker in the last clue is on 22 Chestnut Street designed by 
architect Cornelius Coolidge and built circa 1824. While the use of door 
knockers has been replaced by other devices, they do allow homeowners 
to make a gracious statement of welcome and stamp their personality 
on a doorway.

Do you have a favorite building or detail you would like featured? Send 
an email to Penny@BostonZest.com with your suggestion.

Real Estate Transfers

THIS WEEK'S CLuE

Attention to Detail
By Penny CheruBino

THIS WEEK'S ANSWErBUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE

BACK BAY 

320 Beacon St 1&2 RT Hodgetts LT 320 Beacon St #1 $2,431,500

320 Beacon St 1&2 RT Hodgetts LT 320 Beacon St #2 $2,431,500

S Brown T 2003 G P&P T Haseotes Philia 220 Boylston St #1102 $2,385,000

Schweitzer, Aida O D Santangelo RE T 325 Commonwealth Ave #7 $2,200,000

Pugatach, Ryan A Turka, Joshua 10 Dartmouth Pl #3 $1,475,000

Gray, Michael Bromer, Anne C 20 Gloucester St #1F $1,000,000

Harrier Development LLC Melanson, Ella 86 Marlborough St #5 $710,000

BEACON HILL

Zelny, Victor J Ghaffar, Asim 10 Bowdoin St #511 $975,000

89 Beacon Street RT Beal T 70 Brimmer St #116 $460,000

8 Whittier Pl 14D8 RT Snyder RT 375 Charles St #8 $460,000

8 Whittier Pl 14D8 RT Snyder RT 385 Charles St #8  $460,000

Migliozzi, Michele E A Kelley RET 6 Whittier Pl #4O $445,000

8 Whittier Pl 14D8 RT Snyder RT 8 Whittier Pl #14D $460,000

BAY VILLAGE/SOUTH END/KENMORE

Are MA Region 87 Owner Landmark Center Dev LP 201 Brookline Ave $341,894,593

Michael Cargo RET 116 Chandler Street LLC 116 Chandler St #2 $3,400,000

Gorin, Lisa F Maura A Greene 2013 92 Chandler St #5 $1,034,500

Le, Steven Grover, Chad L 19 Cortes St #7 $710,000

Duncan, Alison Jones, Ida 85 E Brookline St #3 $650,000

69 Montgomery Mainsail 69 Montgomery Street RT 69 Montgomery St $4,325,000

Miller, Paul Orvieto RT 15 Park Dr #12 $350,000

Mitchell, Mark D Joncas, Julie 136-140R Shawmut Ave #3B $845,000

Sousa, Patrick Harlan L Lane RET 301 Shawmut Ave #13 $930,000

Puscasu, Cezar 50 Symphony LLC 50 Symphony Rd #103 $1,225,000

Yocum, Patrick L Takara, Thomas 42 W Newton St #1-8 $615,500

Frisch, David Axelrod, Samuel 1166 Washington St #301 $1,175,000

Chao, Wendy Lee, Christopher 43 Westland Ave #303 $12,600

Zhu, Lilia Lee, Christopher 43 Westland Ave #303 $710,000

Keith, Jamie L Holton, Jerome 16 Worcester Sq #1 $1,549,000

Young, I Chien Chen, Jinya 1 Franklin St #2606  $1,150,000

Pantalone, David W Etude 2 LLC 210 South St #11-2 $995,000
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SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit engagement, wedding and birth announcements, news releases, 

business and education briefs, sports stories and photos for publication. Items should be forwarded to our offices 
at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  Items can also  be faxed to 781-485-1403.  We also encourage readers to 

e-mail news releases and photos to deb@reverejournal.com.

DID YOU KNOW?
Recycled newspapers 

can be made into 
cereal boxes, egg cartons, pencil 
barrels, grocery bags, tissue paper 
and many other products,
including new newspapers!

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate

and Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR

FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

Docket No.
SU21P0191EA

Estate of:
Elizabeth M.

Schaaf
Date of Death
08/10/2020

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Ad-
judication of Intestacy and 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Thomas J. Moylan, 
Esq. of Boston, MA request-
ing that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests 
that: Thomas J. Moylan, 
Esq. of Boston, MA be 
appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve With 

Corporate Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to ob-
tain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
03/10/2021.
This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance and objection 
if you object to this pro-

ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may 
be taken without further 
notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMIN-
ISTRATION UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM 
PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC 
in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to 
file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice 

regarding the adminis-
tration directly from the 
Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to 
the estate, including the 
distribution of assets and 
expenses of administra-
tion.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: January 29, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

2/25/2021
BH

LEGAL NOTICES

By Lauren Bennett

The Bay Village Historic Dis-
trict Commission (BVHDC) 
met virtually on Feb. 9, where 
members heard another advisory 
review for the condominium pro-
posal at 19 Isabella St., the former 
Our Lady of Victories Church. No 
vote is taken on advisory review 
proposals until they come before 
the Commission with an official 
design review proposal. 

The project has been before the 
Commission several times already, 
including last month, where Com-

missioners had an overall posi-
tive response to the proposal, but 
asked to see some more details and 
renderings from different angles 
on the street to gain more clarity 
of the scope of the project.

Tony Hsiao of Finegold Alex-
ander Architects went into some 
more detail about the impact of 
the proposed addition on Isabella 
St. 

Hsiao said that “there are a few 
minor refinements which we are 
studying,” and the team is “look-
ing to simplify some of the areas.”

One of the new changes from 

last time includes the proposal 
of a “decent sized granite curb” 
to allow for planting to occur, as 
there is a vault underneath the 
front portion of the church. The 
previously proposed curb was 
lower, but the new one would be 
12 inches high to accommodate 
plantings appropriately.

Hsiao showed the building 
from other views on the street, 
such as towards the Hancock 
building, which were not shown 
at other hearings. He also showed 
the building head-on.

“You cannot see the addition 
straight on,” he explained. “The 
massing of the existing church 
covers it.”

He also showed the alley-
wayson either side of the building 
and how the addition could be 
viewed. He said that the addition 
can be seen from they alleyway 
to the right of the church, but it 
is “pretty discreet” and “modest” 
from that angle.

Hsiao then showed the view 
from the rear of the buildings, 
which is the Arlington St. side, 
which he said has not changed 
from last time save for some 
“minor refinements” on window 
proportions.

He then explained what the 
existing modifications to the 
church will be, including cutting 
down the windowsills at the east, 
west, and north sides to the stone 
band for accommodation of the 
units, there will be all new replace-
ment windows in the church with 
mullion and muntin patterns  to 
match what is currently there, 

the color of the windows in the 
church building will match the 
existing dark green, the existing 
front entry stairs will be demol-
ished and arched entries will be 
created at grade for accessibility, 
and the existing wood front doors 
will be repurposed as side panels 
on the first level, according to the 
presentation. 

“I think that really clarified 
a lot,” said Commissioner Ruth 
Knopf, referring to the new angles 
presented.

“For me it fleshed it out,” Com-
missioner Anne Kilguss agreed. 
“I think it’s a beautiful use of this 
property. I think you’ve done a 
nice job.”

Commissioner Steve Dunwell 
said “I agree with Ruth and Anne,” 
but said he didn’t feel that the new 
“representations were quite at the 
same level of professionalism as 
the rest of your work.” He added 
that he felt the “severe keystoning 
is a little distracting,” as Hsiao 
warned that some of the new 
images were distorted in areas. “I 
personally thought that it was not 
at the same level as your excellent 
renderings that we saw in other 
places,” Dunwell said. 

He also asked about the alley 
on the lefthand side and who has 
responsibility for it.

Rebecca Berry of Finegold 
Alexander Architects explained 
that another developer had pur-
chased the former church’s Parish 
House and redeveloped it. They 
were also looking to redevelop the 
church but ultimately were not 
able to make that happen, so the 

“property was subdivided.” 
She said that “this space 

between the former Parish House 
and the church on the right 
belongs to the Marc Condomini-
ums.” Berry also said there is an 
easement for this property.

Hsiao added that since there is 
a “common shared interest” for 
both buildings, “we need to make 
it work for both developments,” 
as both need to use this alleyway.

“I would suggest that you have 
fairly good lighting,” Kilguss said. 
Dunwell asked if the entry on this 
side will be cleaned up.

Berry said that there will be an 
improvement with the new doors 
and windows, especially once the 
brick is cleaned. 

“That will certainly happen,” 
she said, adding that the pavement 
in that alley is new from the Marc 
Condominium construction. 

Several neighbors spoke about 
the project positively, and the 
Commission also seemed pleased 
with this latest iteration.

Berry said the project has not 
been before the Zoning Board of 
Appeal (ZBA) yet, and the team 
will “very shortly” be filing their 
Article 80 application with the 
Boston Planning and Development 
Agency (BPDA).

Joe Cornish, Director of Design 
Review for the Boston Landmarks 
Commission (BLC) said that the 
next step for the team will be to 
submit an application for a vote by 
the Commission barring any other 
major changes. 

bVHDC hears what is probably the last advisory review for Isabella St. condo proposal
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Beacon Hill Civic Association Community Corner

Beacon Hill Civic Association AffiliatesEvery spring, the Beacon Hill Civic Association publishes its Annual Report covering the organization’s accomplishments during the past year, including the accomplishments of some of its affiliated organizations. We will 

be sharing some of those accom-plishments here over the coming weeks.
Cambridge street Community Development CorporationThe Cambridge Street Com-munity Development Corpora-tion (“CSCDC”) comprises repre-sentatives of groups interested in 

advancing Cambridge Street as a vital commercial destination and balancing commercial and resi-dential considerations in its re-de-velopment, use and maintenance. The Beacon Hill Civic Associa-tion is a founding member of the CSCDC; other members include 

Special to the Beacon Hill TimesBoston City Councilor Michelle Wu has released a city-level Green New Deal (GND) and Just Recov-ery plan for Boston, a framework for using the full reach of munici-pal authority to mitigate the threat of climate change, attack poverty and economic inequality, close the wealth gap, and dismantle struc-tural racism.  
“Climate justice is racial and economic justice,” said Council-or Wu. “Cities have tremendous power to lead the charge, and we must recognize this moment as a call to action.”

Councilor Wu has emphasized 

that bold, progressive action is in line with the City of Boston’s legacy of civic leadership, as the home of the first public park, public school, and public library in the country. The report fea-tures 15 policies to demonstrate the potential for transformative city action today—accelerating decarbonization, just and resil-ient development, transportation justice, decommodifying housing, food justice, resilient stormwater infrastructure, growing the urban tree canopy, harnessing our coastal and ocean resources for decarbon-ization and “blue jobs,” and more.

City Councilor Michelle Wu launches plan for a Boston green New Deal and Just Recovery

D. MURPHY PHOTOS

A woman paddle-boarding on the Charles. See Page 6 for more summer photos.

A visitor enjoying some leisure time on the Esplanade.

SUMMER AROUND THE CITY

(Wu, Pg. 4)

(BHCA Pg. 5)

By Dan Murphy
The Rev. Dr. J. Theodore “Ted” Klein of West Roxbury, who for-merly served as the senior pastor of Church on the Hill died in Bos-ton on Saturday, Aug. 8 at age 79.Born to the late Harald Imman-uel and Ruth Powell Klein on March 23, 1941 in n Abington Pa., Mr. Klein earned degrees from the Academy of the New Church College (BA), Temple University (MEd in Education), and Boston University (MA and PhD in Phi-losophy) before he was ordained the Swedenborgian Church in 1984. He went on to serve the ministry for the next 36 years, including 15 years with the Bos-ton Society of the New Jerusalem (Church on the Hill, Boston), the last four years of which he served as its senior pastor. Mr. Klein also served on the faculty of the Swedenborg School of Religion; presented lectures and talks at churches and conventions; and served on several committees, including in the role of secretary of the Council of Ministers. He is the author of several published 

books, including “The Power of Service,” “Why Is This Happening To Me” and the “Learning Com-passion” workbook, as well.Mr. Klein began his distin-guished academic career teaching Philosophy at Urbana University (Ohio) before lending his skills in the classroom to the Sweden-borg School of Religion, as well as UMass Boston, from where he just retired after the spring semester.

Former Church on the Hill senior pastor, 
Rev. Dr. ‘ted’ Klein, passes away at age 79

COURTESY PHOTO
 Rev. Dr. J. Theodore “Ted” Klein.

(Klein, Pg. 5)
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By Lauren Bennett

Efforts to stop the Enbridge 
Energy Line 3 oil pipeline (which 
runs from the Alberta tar sands 
through areas of the Midwest) 
replacement project have ramped 
up in recent weeks, including sup-
port from right here in Boston. 

Local organizations like the 
Boston node of 350.org, Mothers 
Out Front, the Sierra Club, and 
others have advocated for the cre-
ation of jobs in renewable energy 
and to stop gas pipelines and leaks 
in Greater Boston for years, but 
now, national attention has been 
placed on Line 3 in recent weeks 
as activists in Minnesota protest 
against the pipeline for protection 
of treaty rights of Native Ameri-
can tribes in an area of Minneso-
ta where the pipeline is proposed 
to be expanded. The pipeline also 
poses a number of environmental 
concerns, activists say.   

Jackie Royce, a Boston resident 
and a member of many of local 
environmental groups, said that 
these organizations have “stop-
ping pipelines as a high priority.”

Many have compared the Line 3 
pipeline to the Keystone XL pipe-
line, which was recently stopped 
by the Biden administration, and 
now the goal is to tell President 
Biden to do the same with Line 3, 
which began construction in Min-
nesota in December 2020, accord-
ing to Enbridge’s website. 

As a former Minnesota resident, 
Royce said she is “particularly 
interested” in the Line 3 pipeline 
project and she, along with resi-
dents Pamela Musoke and Sandy 
Weinstein, brought signs to the 
Boston Women’s Memorial on 
the Commonwealth Avenue Mall 
on January 10 that read: “PRES-
IDENT BIDEN: YOU CAN’T 
‘BUILD BACK BETTER’ UNLESS 
YOU BUILD BACK FOSSIL 
FREE” to help send the message to 
President Biden that they believe 
the pipeline should be stopped. 

The statues of Lucy Stone, Abi-
gail Adams, and Phillis Wheatley 
donned masks along with Royce, 
Musoke, and Weinstein as they 
stood “in solidarity with tribes in 
Northern Minnesota,” according 
to Royce. 

“If they were alive today, they 
would go to the front and demon-
strate,” Royce said. “They would 
publicize what was wrong about 
that,” she added, speaking about 
the Line 3 pipeline.

“Today’s government just dis-
regarded the treaty that this is 
their land,” she said of the Native 
American tribes. “They would 
never have allowed polluting of 
their sacred wild rice or their rivers 
that they fish from.” 

Royce explained that groups 
across the country have dissemi-
nated information about different 
actions people can take, and “they 
send a description of what people 
should do” to support this effort 
from where they are if they can-
not make it to Minnesota. They 
include things like making posters 
and signs with a message like the 
one Royce, Musoke, and Wein-
stein were holding to send a mes-
sage to President Biden to stop the 
work on the pipeline. 

Royce said that spreading the 
word about this issue is important, 
and showing her support through 
the photos and signs was one of 
the ways she could help.

Deb Pasternak, Chapter Direc-
tor of the Massachusetts Chapter 
of the Sierra Club, said that “get-
ting behind this fight on the Line 3 
is a priority for the Sierra Club. On 
the federal level, there’s advocacy 
going on, and the Minnesota chap-
ter is in the fight as well.”

She said the Massachusetts 
Chapter is “showing up for part-
ners when asked to,” and she 
believes that there are opportuni-
ties for the creation of permanent 
jobs in the renewable energy field 
that could provide a stable living 
for those who work on pipelines 

like Line 3, as those who support 
the pipeline have said shutting it 
down would cause the loss of jobs. 

She said local jobs can come 
from wind and solar energy indus-
tries. “There’s a big opportunity 
for good paying jobs both in the 
erection and the building and the 
operations,” she sad, as well as “in 
the manufacturing components for 
these industries. It’s a way the US 
can build back better.” 

She said that the Line 3 pipeline 
is “sending money out of the coun-
try to bring in this dirty fuel,” and 
“also polluting our environment 
in the process instead of creating 
green energy and building our 
local economy.” 

Pasternak said she realizes that 
“pipeline workers are impacted 
workers,” but “it’s our responsi-
bility to make sure the workers are 
given the opportunity to transi-
tion into new jobs that are equally 
good paying with equal benefits, 
or that they can pursue whatever 
oath they want to choose,” but she 
said the construction of pipelines 
has to stop. 

She added, “I do think that this 
project is very much like Keystone. 
It’s crazy that if we have an oppor-
tunity not to build this that we 
would build this.” 

Michel said that “building a 
pipeline is a one-time job,” and 
that people from across the county 
were hired to work on the Line 3 

pipeline, not just Minnesota resi-
dents.     

“I have great compassion for 
the skilled labor in this country 
and the ways in which they’ve 
been squeezed,” he said. “These 
people are awesome, but they’re 
doing the wrong job.” 

James O. Michel, also part of 
multiple climate advocacy orga-
nizations both local and national, 
said that from a “climate lens,” 
the Line 3 pipeline is certainly a 
risk, but he believes the “more 
egregious” thing about it is that 
it violates Native American treaty 
rights in Michigan where the pipe-
line would cross. 

Michel said that as a part of 
Yet-To-Be-Named Network, 
which “works at the intersection 
of climate resilience and racial jus-
tice,” he “organized an expedition 
out to take direct action in north-
ern Minnesota at the beginning of 
the month.”

He also explained that aside 
from the Line 3 pipeline, there 
are others coming from Alberta 
including the Keystone XL pipe-
line, which President Biden has 
revoked the permit for, the Line 
5 pipeline into Michigan, and the 
Dakota Access Pipeline, about 
which Michel said that “courts 
have found that it was never legal-
ly permitted; that the environmen-
tal impact statement study wasn’t 

correct.”
Michele said that Enbridge is 

“facing numerous court battles 
with respect to violation of indig-
enous treaty rights” as well as the 
inadequate environmental impact 
study. “We need the administra-
tion to intervene,” he said.

On a local level, Michele said 
he’s been “fighting gas pipelines 
here in Boston,” adding that “this 
is not an industry that we want to 
expand; at this time we should be 
taking apart gas pipelines…and 
leaning hard into renewable ener-
gy technologies and sources.”

He said that this includes things 
like building solar farms and off-
shore wind farms, and “building 
better buildings in the City of Bos-
ton.” 

Michel also said that “the more 
I read, the more I learn, the more 
I get upset,” and “the more I feel 
called to act. I spend my time try-
ing to awaken my fellow citizens in 
getting them prepared to act. This 
is unacceptable.”

He said that “there’s a robust 
climate justice community here 
in Boston. Our pants are on fire; 
we’re on fire,” and he said that 
taking action now will positively 
impact future generations.

“We only have one planet,” he 
said, “so we should all care about 
that.”
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residents join fight 
against Line 3 pipeline

Boston residents Pamela Musoke, Sandy Weinstein, and Jackie Royce stand with the statues of Lucy Stone, 
Abigail Adams, and Phillis Wheatley with signs advocating against the Line 3 pipeline in Minnesota. 

Special to the Times

As part of its ongoing Music 
Salon series, the Beacon Hill Vil-
lage has invited award-winning 
guitarist Sharon Isbin to speak on 
Zoom Tuesday, March 3 at 5:30 
p.m.. The event is free and open to 
the public.

Acclaimed for her extraordinary 
lyricism, technique and versatility, 
the multiple Grammy Award win-
ner was named the 2020 Musical 

America Worldwide Instrumen-
talist of the Year, the first guitarist 
ever to receive the coveted honor 
in its 59-year history. Soloist with 
over 200 orchestras, Isbin has per-
formed in the world’s most promi-
nent halls. She has premiered over 
80 works written for her by some 
of the world’s leading composers 
and directs the guitar departments 
at the Aspen Music Festival and 
the Juilliard School. 

The Salon will not include 

a livestream of a performance. 
Instead, participants are asked 
to watch in advance a 90-minute 
video entitled Troubadour via 
Prime Video and come prepared to 
ask questions. 

Registration required online in 
advance here or by calling Bea-
con Hill Village at 617-723-9713. 
Registrants will receive the Zoom 
invitation information in advance 
of the program. 

Music Salon features award-winning guitarist
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City Paws

Short and Sweet

THE CITY OF BOSTON C�N HELP YOU

apply for the Senior Circuit Breaker Tax Credit program.

Mayor Martin J. Walsh
#BOSC��H���

BOS :311

The Senior Circuit Breaker Tax Credit helps people 65+
get a tax break and maybe even a refund. You may
qualify even if you don’t usually file taxes. Learn more
by calling 311 and put money back in your pocket.

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Imagine someone in authori-
ty talking to you and what you 
hear is “yadda, yadda, yadda,” 
IMPORTANT, “Blah blah blah 
…” or “LISTEN TO ME!” As 
far as your dog is concerned, you 
sound like a chattering chipmunk 
with an occasional word like 
“SIT!, GOOD GIRL!, or NO!” 
popping up here and there. 

Now think about some of 
the best-trained, working dogs 
like herding sheepdogs, K-9 first 
responders, and real service dogs. 
These animals have learned behav-
iors requested with one word, 
sound, hand signal, or a combina-
tion of those. 

What we can all learn from the 
professionals who train and work 
with these animals is to keep our 
directions short. And, since we 
know that dogs are sensitive to the 
tone of your voice, we suggest you 
also keep it sweet. 

Lessons from the Pros
Sheepdog handlers use a com-

bination of words and whistles to 
guide the herding work of their 
dogs. For example, the “Whee-
Whee-Wheet” whistle sound or 
the word, “Come here” calls the 

dog to the shepherd’s side. 
K-9 first responders are taught 

to obey commands, often in a 
foreign language, and only from 
their human partner. Each has a 
related hand signal in case silence 
is needed for safety. Specific signals 
might tell the dog to, “Search for a 
man,” “Search for an article,” or 
“Release the bite.”

Real service dogs learn about 
30 basic one or two-word com-
mands. Many of these are ones 
that would be great for any com-
panion animal to master. For 
example, “Watch me” – to make 
eye contact, “Get busy” – to go to 
the bathroom, and “Release” – to 
be done with work.”

Listen to yourself
What do you sound like when 

you ask your dog or cat to do 
something? Yes, there are times 
when a sudden irruption in bark-
ing or yowling will startle us, and 
our voice, when we correct the 
animal, is harsh. 

However, you may actually 
achieve the result you want more 
often if you practice speaking to 
your animals in an upbeat man-
ner with a smile punctuating your 
words. Since we’re the ones who 

select the command words, try to 
find words that are softer in sound 
and used less in the real world. We 
like the word “Hush!” instead of 
“Quiet,” or “Stop barking!”

The other trick we use is to give 
our dog a command she knows 
to distract her from unwanted 
behavior. You could try a bright 
and cheery, “Come here!” If those 
words are practiced consistently 
and sometimes resulted in a treat 
or nice ear scratch, you’ll increase 
your success rate.

Vocabulary basics
Stanley Coren, PhD, of the 

University of British Columbia, 
estimates that “... dogs’ mental 
abilities are close to a human child 
age 2 to 2.5 years.” He is quoted 
by the American Psychological 
Association as saying, “As for lan-
guage, the average dog can learn 
165 words, including signals, and 
the “super dogs” (those in the top 
20 percent of dog intelligence) can 
learn 250 words.” 

When our first Westie Sassy 
worked at our company, the staff 
created a list of the words she 
knew. As the list grew, there were 
words we never used but that a 
particular staff member favored. 

We suggest this as a great family 
exercise. Once you have a list, sim-
plify it where you can and see if 
you can reach an agreement on the 
short and sweet words you will use 

to guide your furry family mem-
bers through well behaved days.

Do you have a question or topic 
for City Paws? Send an email to 
Penny@BostonZest.com with your 
request.

Our Poppy is very good at obeying the “Watch me” request when her 
dinner is being prepared.

TO PLACE YOUR AD IN THE BEACON HILL TIMES
CALL 781-485-0588 OR EMAIL DEB@THEBOSTONSUN.COM
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