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Special to the Times

The Friends of the Public Gar-
den will celebrate its 50th Anni-
versary virtually on Friday, April 
30. Attendees of this year’s special 
event will discover the power-
ful story of 50 Years of Friends: 
Moments, Memories & Mile-
stones hosted online by WCVB’s 
Rhondella Richardson. The funds 
raised will support the care and 
renewal of the Boston Common, 
Public Garden, and the Common-
wealth Avenue Mall.

With captivating visuals and a 
compelling narrative, the evening 
will include Friends president Liz 
Vizza, Board Chair Leslie Adam, 
Friends President Emeritus Henry 
Lee along with the faces and voic-
es of countless park lovers. The 
Friends is honored to have now 
Secretary of Labor Martin J. Walsh 
and Ms. Lorrie Higgins serving 
as honorary co-chairs. Proceeds 
from this year’s virtual celebration 
will provide critical funds for park 
stewardship, a most essential ele-

ment of the Friends’ efforts that 
ensures all of the 1,700 trees and 
more than 40 pieces of public art, 
as well as the turf areas of the Bos-
ton Common, Public Garden and 
Commonwealth Avenue Mall are 
maintained.

The stellar event committee is 
made up a roster of mostly Bos-
ton residents, including Leslie 
Singleton Adam, Tess and Sam 
Atkinson, Courtney Barry, Whit-
ney Dayton Brunet and Christian 
Brunet, Namrita Kapur and Tom 
DeWinter, Meg and Matt Dwyer, 
Tracy and John Flannery, Keeta 
Gilmore, Arjun Gupta, Christine 
and Scott Hayward, Elizabeth and 
Sol Kumni, Leslie Lucchina and 
Thomas MacGillivrary, Annsley 
and Bobby McAleer, Meg McClaf-
ferty, Katherine and Ian O’Keeffe, 
Annie and Alex Sacerdote, Aliza 
Samuels, Kate Enroth and Dana 
Schmalz, Kim Druker Stockwell 
and Pel Stockwell, Janie Walsh, 
and Boston Parks Commissioner 
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Special to the Times

King’s Chapel members have 
gone all out to celebrate Earth Day 
on April 22 and to introduce their 
Environmental Action Initiative to 
a wider audience.

Concerned about the effects of 
climate change on Boston and the 
rest of the planet, members rang 
the Paul Revere bell in the chap-
el’s tower at 11 a.m. on April 11 
to send the message that it is late— 
the eleventh hour—to do some-
thing about the warming of the 
earth.

They will participate in a 
Charles River cleanup on April 19 
and have begun to coordinate with 
other downtown houses of wor-

ship to learn how together they can 
be more effective. They have also 
organized a “Celebration of the 
Earth” virtual art show featuring 
photography, paintings, drawing, 
floral arrangements, poetry, cal-
ligraphy, sculpture, furniture and 
gardens that celebrate Mother 
Earth. It will go live in the after-
noon on Earth Day, April 22, on 
the chapel’s website http://www.
kings-chapel.org. Everyone is invit-
ed to take a look.

Finally, former Beacon Hill res-
ident and King’s Chapel member 
Bill Wilson, co-founder and man-
aging partner of Birds & Beans 
coffee, will give a Zoom talk at 
noon on April 22 entitled “Regen-
erative Agriculture + Good Coffee 

+ Abundant Bird Life.”  Regener-
ative agriculture, or using farming 
practices that rebuild soils and 
improve conditions, is the new 
standard of the environmental 
movement.

Wilson will tell the story of how 
he created a coffee business that 
helps preserve more than 4,000 
acres of tropical forest habitat and 
helps support over 2,500 family 
coffee farms and their workers in 
Central and South America while 
protecting more than 150 species 
of birds.

The public is invited to this 
Zoom talk. To register for the 
link, https://us02web.zoom.us/
meeting/register/tZMldO6orD4tH-
NY8Z6gA_9ZzxkXlHXR07IWM.

By Dan Murphy

Rep. Jay Livingstone and City 
Councilor Kenzie Bok were on 
hand via Zoom for the Beacon 
Hill Civic Association’s April 12 
board meeting to discuss proposed 
mitigation, including plans for 
more affordable housing and to 
bring a much-desired community 
center to the West End, for Mass 
General Hospital’s planned $1 bil-
lion expansion of its Cambridge 
Street campus.

Councilor Bok said the hospital 
is committing to move its current 
operations out of a maintenance 
garage at 12 Garden St. and into 
its new development in the next 
few years, at which time it would 
make that building available to the 
city for an acquisition fee of “$0” 
for income-restricted redevelop-
ment purposes.

In the meantime, the hospital 

would be willing to work with the 
community to develop a Request 
for Proposal (RFP) for the afford-
able housing project, which, said 
Councilor Bok, could take one of 
many forms, such as artist housing 
or housing for seniors who don’t 
now qualify for assistance, but still 
have trouble making ends meet.

“Right now, it’s a blank piece of 
paper where every part of it needs 
to be filled in,” Rep. Livingstone 
said of the flexibility that the RFP 
process would allow for the proj-
ect.

While the hospital won’t devote 
any additional funding to making 
the affordable housing project 
a reality, it’s paying $10 million 
into the city’s Affordable Housing 
Trust Fund, Councilor Bok said, 
and in an unusual move, the city 
has pledged to allocate part or all 

Above, Beacon Hill residents Stephen Courtney, Cathy Price, 
Dorie Seavey and Gary Riccio rang King’s Chapel’s bell, made 
by Paul Revere, to send the message about the urgency of acting 
upon climate change.

Left, Mt. Vernon St. resident Dorie Seavey pulls hard 
on the rope as she rings King’s Chapel’s Paul Revere 
bell at 11 a.m. on April 11 to emphasize that it is the 
11th hour to do something about climate change.

King’s Chapel serious about fighting climate change

Summer in the City guide, see Page 8

livingstone and Bok 
outline proposed 
MGH mitigation

Friends of the public Garden 
50th Anniversary Celebration

(MGH, Pg. 3)
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Dr. Glenn Mollette 

Like most everyone else, I’m 
tired of wearing a mask. 

Every time I go to the grocery, a 
restaurant, church, or work I have 
to put on a mask. Not long ago, 
if we wore a mask into a bank or 
convenience store, the attendants 
would be alarmed and call 911. 
Today if we don’t wear one, we are 
in trouble and not welcomed. 

A lot of people have died from 
Covid-19 and thus I understand 
masks are important in this pan-
demic era. I don’t want a disease. 
I have had two Pfizer shots and I 
wear a mask most every place I go. 

Is it our American, God given 
right to take off our masks? While 
we are free to take off our masks, 
others are free to ask us to put 
them on. The business owner has 
the freedom to require a mask. The 
airlines have the freedom to require 
masks. The religious assembly has 
the freedom to require you to wear 
a mask. People with whom you 
socialize may ask that you wear 

a mask. Of course, you are free 
to not patronize those businesses, 
forsake religious assembly and not 
hang out with certain people. 

You are free to go maskless if 
you want to. However, you aren’t 
free to be in someone else’s face 
without a mask if they don’t want 
you there without one.  There 
are many places where you aren’t 
allowed to smoke. There are some 
businesses that will not allow your 
pet. They have the freedom to 
refuse you service and you have 
the freedom to go somewhere else. 
This is America. 

We’ve all been to the funeral 
home around sick people. A dear 
friend of mine eulogized a funeral 
in late November. Two people were 
in attendance who had Covid-
19. He caught the virus and was 
dead by mid-December. He spent 
his last two weeks of life isolated 
in intensive care. He meant well in 
trying to help out a family in their 
time of grief. It cost him his life. He 
had been very active and healthy. 

I’ve spoken in churches and to 

groups where people would come 
up and shake my hand and then 
say, “Well, I’ve been sick, but I 
came anyway.” They acted like 
they should have received a tro-
phy for coming and contaminating 
everyone. In reality, their actions 
were inconsiderate of everyone 
else’s health. 

State governments may remove 
mask mandates.  However, keep 
in mind that business owners still 
have the right to require masks. 
Churches still have the right to 
require masks. You don’t have to 
let anyone in your home without a 
mask if you choose. 

We have freedom in America to 
make choices - all of us.

Glenn Mollette is the publish-
er of Newburgh Press, Liberty 
Torch and various other publish-
ing imprints; a national columnist 
–  American Issues and Common 
Sense opinions, analysis, stories 
and features appear each week In 
over 500 newspapers, websites 
and blogs across the United States.

By Catherine Duffy, NP, ACHPN

Note: This article is published 
in observance of National Health-
care Decisions Day.

 Times of our lives may be for-
ever defined as what happened 
“before the COVID-19 pandemic” 
and everything after that.

One thing that hasn’t changed 
is the importance of having con-
versations with your family and 
health care professionals about 
your preferences for medical care 
if you were unable to speak for 
yourself. 

In fact, the pandemic has only 
highlighted why it’s so import-
ant. Patients and family members 
who had advance care planning 
discussions prior to the pandem-
ic are prepared when faced with 
a serious illness or medical crisis. 
They’re comfortable sharing these 
discussions with healthcare pro-
fessionals, as in, “IF mom gets 
COVID-19, and IF it is severe, she 
would/would not want X, Y, or 
Z.”

Unfortunately, few families are 
that well prepared. Only one-third 

of U.S. adults have discussed or 
completed advance directive docu-
ments such as a health care proxy, 
power of attorney, or living will 
that help guide family members 
and health care professionals as to 
what kind of medical treatments 
you would or would not like to 
receive if you were unable to speak 
for yourself.   

•Don’t wait for a crisis
One of the biggest challenges 

I’ve seen during the pandemic is 
working with families who have 
not had any in-depth advance care 
planning discussions. Whether due 
to COVID-19 or some other ill-
ness, their loved one’s health sud-
denly was declining, and they had 
not been able to spend much time 
together because of the pandemic. 
Perhaps the patient lived in a facil-
ity with visitor restrictions or the 
patient limited visits out of infec-
tion concerns. The patient’s decline 
SEEMED sudden to the family, 
who was not seeing it happen as 
they normally would over days, 
weeks, and months. It was hard 
for them to believe, and thus hard 
to think in that moment about the 

crucial need for advance care plan-
ning conversations.

Many older adults have vision, 
hearing, or cognitive deficits and 
in-depth conversations over the 
phone or video are difficult. And 
video chats are not the same as 
in-person discussions. The conver-
sation flow is different and there 
often are technical issues to over-
come. 

It is never too early to start 
thinking and talking about your 
wishes for care if your health status 
were to change. Choose a health 
care agent wisely who will be your 
voice when you cannot speak for 
yourself and have those important 
discussions about health care pref-
erences before a crisis occurs. 

The COVID-19 pandemic 
opened a lot of eyes about advance 
care planning. Giving guidance to 
your family and friends will help 
you get the care that you want. 
Your loved ones can feel confident 
they are voicing YOUR wishes, 
not their guesses! 

Catherine Duffy, NP, ACHPN, 
is a palliative care nurse practi-
tioner at Care Dimensions.

Guest Op-ed

Don’t let the pandemic delay advance care planning

NUMB TO THE NUMBERS
With just about all of the states now reopening their economies, the 

conventional wisdom among most Americans is that the worst days of 
the coronavirus are behind us.

Yet the reality is that hundreds of Americans continue to die and tens 
of thousands more are contracting the disease each and every day.

This past Monday, April 12, for example, the New York Times -- 
which gets its data from Johns Hopkins University -- reported that 476 
Americans died from the virus and that there were 72,286 new cases on 
that day.

Admittedly, these numbers pale in comparison to the 3000 Americans 
who were dying and the 300,000 new cases that were being reported 
each day at the pandemic’s height this past winter.

But even these lower daily figures still are huge, rivaling the numbers 
that were in evidence last spring and summer.

Yet despite the ongoing tragedies of friends and family members 
across the country who are succumbing to the pandemic, there has been 
a complacency developing among most Americans about the virus.

To be sure, all of us are suffering from virus fatigue, attributable to the 
quarantining, restrictions, and omnipresent fear of catching the disease.

In addition, with the vaccine rollout proceeding ahead of projections, 
most of us believe that the worst is behind us.

And while that may be true, we still have a rough road ahead. With 
the announcement earlier this week that the one-and-done Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine is linked to serious side-effects in a tiny number of recip-
ients, the national vaccination program will be facing a slowdown.

More ominously, the so-called United Kingdom variant of the virus 
now is the dominant case-type in the U.S. -- and that variant has been 
shown to be 60% more contagious AND 67 percent more deadly.

Even more worrisome, the variants that have been attributable to Bra-
zil and South Africa are thought to be more resistant to vaccine-efficacy 
AND have been shown to reinfect persons who previously had caught 
the disease.

The arithmetic is this: More Americans still are dying each and every 
week from the coronavirus than were killed on 9/11. Let that sink in for 
a moment.

For those of us who like to compare the fight against COVID-19 to a 
war, the proper analogy to WWII is this: We may have won the war in 
Europe (V-E Day was on May 8), but American troops still were fighting 
and dying in the Pacific in epic battles on Iwo Jima and Okinawa. 

To paraphrase Winston Churchill, we are not at the end of this pan-
demic and, in view of the huge numbers we are seeing nationwide, we 
may not even be at the beginning of the end.

Although we may be at the end of the beginning, it is premature to let 
our guard (which is to say, our masks) down. 

The reality that we all must acknowledge is this: We still have a long 
way to go before we can declare victory over COVID-19.
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of those funds specifically to the 
garage project.

Rep. Livingstone said the “pret-
ty comprehensive” mitigation 
package is a “huge win” for the 
community and would resolve 
many local issues.  

Rep. Livingstone and Councilor 
Bok are in the process of finaliz-
ing with the hospital also includes 
plans to open a community center 
in the West End to accommodate 
senior groups, the West End Com-
munity Center, and Hill House, 
among other organizations.

Councilor Bok added that the 
mitigation also aims to address 
anticipated traffic congestion, 
especially at the intersection of 
Cambridge and Grove streets, and 
said that the Boston Planning and 
Development Agency has asked 
the hospital to put $250,000 aside 
for such purposes.

The mitigation package came 
about from multiple conversations 
with myriad stakeholders, said 
Rep. Livingstone, including the 
BHCA; ABCD North End/West 
End Neighborhood Service Cen-
ter (NE/WE NSC); the West End 
Civic Association; the West End 
Museum, the Esplanade Associa-
tion; and the Museum of African 
American History, among other 
groups, over several months to 
address as many of their concerns 
as possible.

Rajan Nanda, a Civic Associ-
ation board member, as well as a 
Garden Street resident, said the 
hospital hadn’t notified abutters 
of the plans for the Garden Street 
garage.

“It’s not so much the potential 

uses [that I have an issue with,]” 
Nanda said. “It’s that the process 
hasn’t been transparent.”

Rep. Livingstone replied, “The 
conversation happened very quick-
ly in March…but we want to con-
tinue the discussion with you, and 
to get everyone more involved.”  
Rep. Livingstone also said he and 
Councilor Bok held a meeting with 
residents of Garden Street, includ-
ing Nanda, last week to update 
them on the situation. 

Moreover, Rep. Livingstone 
said the hospital has committed 
to preserving some portion of the 
1884 Winchell Elementary School 
(a.k.a. Ruth Sleeper Hall) at 24 
Blossom St., the 1910 West End 
Tenement House at 23-25 North 
Anderson St. and the West End 
Settlement House at 16-18 Blos-
som St. – three of about a dozen 
historically significant buildings in 
the neighborhood to have survived 
the Urban Renewal efforts that 
began in the 1950s.

This decision comes in response 
to backlash against the propos-
al to demolish the buildings the 
hospital faced from civic groups 
and West End residents, as well as 
from Rep. Livingstone and Coun-
cilor Bok, particularly during an 
at-times passionate public meeting 
last August.

MGH’s expansion plans include 
the construction of two connected, 
12-story towers located entirely 
within the campus, with the facade 
facing Cambridge Street, as well 
as for six levels of below-grade 
parking that would provide more 
than 1,000 spaces beneath the new 
building.

Ryan Woods.
The Friends work in collabora-

tion with the City of Boston Parks 
and Recreation Department and 
invest nearly $2 million each year 
to ensure that the critical natural 
and structural features of these 
parks receive the vital care that 
they need. The group conducts 
major capital improvement proj-
ects like the $4 million renovation 
of the Brewer Fountain Plaza on 
Boston Common. The Friends 
also encourages citizen advocacy, 
speaking out for protection against 
park misuse and encroachment, 
and sponsors educational park 
programs and family events.

To take part in the Friends of 
the Public Garden 50th Anniversa-
ry Celebration, one of the spring’s 
signature philanthropic events, 
please visit https://friendsofthe-
publicgarden.org/events/50th-an-
niversary-virtual-celebration/.

Media contact:
Lynn Page Flaherty
781-571-9230
Lynn@friendsofthepublic-

garden.org

By Christina Yin

Patriots Day, celebrated on 
April 19, is the Massachusetts 
state holiday commemorating the 
Battles of Lexington and Concord 
and their significance sparking the 
Revolutionary War. On April 18, 
1775, Dr. Samuel Prescott of Con-
cord, met up with Paul Revere and 
William Dawes, who were riding 
to Concord as their second stop 
of the night.  Their first stop had 
been warning John Hancock and 
Samuel Adams in Lexington about 
their possible arrest. Next, Revere 
and Dawes needed to warn the 
Minutemen in Concord about the 
impending British strike on their 
military stores. If the riders failed 
this mission, the Patriots would 
be without weapons. Shortly after 
Prescott joined the two, they were 
stopped by British riders. Even 
though they all escaped or were let 
go, only Prescott was thoroughly 
familiar with Concord’s country-
side and made it to Concord a little 
past midnight, where he success-
fully warned the Minutemen.

Thanks to Prescott — the 
Midnight Rider who joined the 
ride midway — the Patriots suc-
cessfully hid the munitions that 
proved essential for the Battles of 
Lexington and Concord. Without 
Prescott’s warning, the start of the 
American Revolution might have 
turned out differently. 

After delivering his warning in 
Concord, Prescott rode on to noti-
fy the town of Acton Minutemen 
so that they would arrive in time to 
lead the advance on the Old North 
Bridge in Concord. Since 1962, 
Prescott’s ride through Acton 
has been reenacted in the town’s 
Patriot’s Day celebrations. Other 
members of the Prescott family 
have also contributed to American 
history.  It is said Prescotts have 
fought in every major U.S. battle. 
Colonel William Prescott led the 
Battle of Bunker Hill on June 17, 
1775. His grandson — and Samu-
el Prescott’s second cousin — was 
William Hickling Prescott, a his-
torian, scholar, and botanist who 
named the poinsettia plant. Today, 
the William Hickling Prescott 
House located at 55 Beacon St. is 
so named because it was his resi-
dence during 1845-1855. You may 
recognize it as it appeared in Greta 
Gerwigs’ “Little Women” (2019) 
as Meg March’s ballroom. 

Overlooking the Boston Com-
mon, this federal style mansion 

is also the headquarters of The 
National Society of The Colonial 
Dames of America in The Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts 
(NSCDA MA). NSCDA MA is a 
non-profit organization celebrat-
ing its 128th year of service. Its 
missions include historic preser-
vation, patriotic services, sponsor-
ship of veterans’ programs, as well 
as educational programs focused 

on early U.S. history. 
For 77 years, NSCDA MA has 

operated and preserved the Wil-
liam Hickling Prescott House. The 
house museum is closed for the 
2021 season due to COVID-19. 
However, please check their offi-
cial website, nscdama.org, or the 
William Hickling Prescott House 
Facebook page for possible sched-
ule modifications.

prescott patriots

Artwork courtesy of Linzee Prescott, Studio 1991.
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Learn to play the piano… 
...what better time than now?
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By Dan Murphy

After spending the past 18 years 
at the helm of the hospital, Dr. 
Peter Slavin announced last week 
he’s stepping down as president of 
Mass General.

Dr. Slavin, who said in his 
announcement that he’s been con-
sidering the move for months, has 
agreed to stay in the role until his 
replacement can be named, or in 
his words: “a new captain for the 
ship, someone with new energy 
and new ideas, who can ably steer 
this great hospital forward.”

Under Dr. Slavin’s leadership, 
research grew from $400 million 
in 2003 to more than $1 billion 
in research operations in 2020, 
according to the hospital, as MGH 
has maintained its position as the 
top hospital recipient of NIH 
funding and the largest hospi-

tal-based research program in the 
nation. 

Dr. Slavin championed diversity 

at MGH during his leadership. He 
helped develop the MGH Dispar-
ities Solutions Center, which the 
hospital describes as a “first-of-its-
kind effort to identify and elimi-
nate racial and ethnic inequities 
in health,” in 2005, and last year, 
“oversaw the creation of a broad-
based strategy to address structur-
al racism within and outside the 
hospital.”

Of Dr. Slavin’s tenure at the hos-
pital, Rep. Jay Livingstone wrote, 
“I greatly appreciate the steward-
ship of Peter Slavin as head of 
MGH where he has maintained 
it as one of the premier hospitals 
in the world, and I particularly 
appreciate his focus on mental 
health and the great expansion of 
mental health services under his 
leadership.”

Reflecting on the impact that 
Dr. Slavin has made on MGH 

over the course of his career there, 
City Councilor Kenzie Bok wrote: 
“It’s made us very proud to have 
someone from one of our anchor 
institutions serving as such a vocal 
leader throughout this pandemic, 
and really calling from the first 
moment for all hands on deck. 
MGH has benefited hugely from 
his many decades of service.”

In a press release, Anne Kli-
banski, MD, president and CEO 
of Mass General Brigham, called 
Dr. Slavin’s achievements as 
MGH president “nothing short of 
remarkable.” 

Dr. Klibanski said: “I know 
firsthand of his thoughtful and 
compassionate style, his knowl-
edgeable thinking and his warm 
heart, all of which have defined his 
leadership. Massachusetts Gen-
eral Hospital and, in turn, Mass 
General Brigham are better today 

because of the deep and lasting 
imprint Peter Slavin has made on 
so many.”

A 63-year-old Malden native, 
Dr. Slavin graduated from Har-
vard College and received his med-
ical degree from Harvard Medical 
School, and also holds an MBA 
from Harvard Business School. 
He completed his residency in 
Internal Medicine at the MGH 
before joining the hospital staff 
as a primary care physician.  Dr. 
Slavin was named Mass General’s 
chief medical officer in 1994 and 
remained in that role until 1997, 
when he went to Barnes-Jewish 
Hospital in St. Louis, Mo., serving 
as president there for two years. 
He returned to Boston in 1999 to 
become chairman and CEO of the 
Massachusetts General Physicians 
Organization and was appointed 
president of the MGH in 2003.

COURTESY OF MASS GENERAL HOSPITAL

Dr. Peter Slavin, Mass General’s 
outgoing president.

Dr. Peter Slavin stepping down as MGH president
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BEACON HILL BEAT

larceny
4/5/21 - Officers responded to 

Winchester Street for a larceny 
report. The officers spoke with 
the victim, who stated she went 
to bring her kids inside her house, 
but when she ran back out to get 
her suitcase, it was gone. The suit-
case contained many valuables. 
Area A-1 detectives are currently 
investigating the matter. 

Fight
4/7/21 - Officers responded to 

North Anderson Street for a large 
fight. 

 Upon arrival, police 
spoke with a female victim who 
had a large laceration to her head. 
She appeared to be extreme-
ly intoxicated and was not very 
cooperative. All other parties 
involved in the fight also appeared 
to be under the influence and not 
very helpful to the investigation. 
Area A-1 detectives are currently 
investigating the matter.

By John Lynds

Gubernatorial Candidate, for-
mer State Senator and Boston res-
ident Ben Downing outlined his 
climate plan that he’d make a pri-
ority if elected to the state’s corner 
office in 2022. 

In his plan, the Pittsfield native 
said he wants to achieve 100 per-
cent clean electricity in the Com-
monwealth by 2030 and 100 per-
cent clean energy by 2040. 

Downing, who became a 
clean energy business leader 
at a leading renewable energy 
company after leaving the Sen-
ate in 2017, unveiled his plan 
via his newly launched BEN TV 
(https://www.facebook.com/
watch/?v=305705040944045). 

Downing said the first part 
of his campaign’s policy agen-
da would be to focus on climate 
action. 

“The Downing Climate Plan” is 
focused on urgency, equity, inno-
vation, justice and jobs. 

Aside from reaching 100 per-
cent clean energy Downing said 
he’s also committed to requiring 

50 percent of climate spending 
to directly benefit environmental 
justice communities; undertake 
“Restructuring 3.0” to reform util-
ities and modernize the grid; create 
a climate impact mandate across 
state government; and maximize 
the economic benefit of a clean 
energy economy in Massachusetts

“For years, the Massachusetts 
state government has approached 
climate change with sluggishness 
and delay,” said Downing during 
the launch of his climate agenda. 
“So barely two weeks after we 
finally saw a major climate bill 
signed into law, we still find our-
selves behind. It’s past time we 
had a Governor who understands 
the fierce urgency of our chang-
ing climate, the disparate impact 
of our failures on disenfranchised 
communities, and the reality that 
if there is one resource we are flat 
out of, it is time. In the years ahead 
there is no greater priority for our 
state than undertaking an aggres-
sive, all-hands-on-deck campaign 
to bring emissions down, reform 
our energy sector, maximize green 
jobs, build up climate resilience, 

and fortify communities shoulder-
ing environmental injustice.”

Downing said his climate poli-
cy plan is the first of many in his 
campaign. 

“It’s critical to me that voters 
understand my vision and priori-
ties from the start,” said Downing. 
“Our campaign’s policy agenda 
will be a living, breathing effort, 
and we’re looking forward to 
sharing ideas in the months ahead, 
getting feedback, listening to con-
cerns, and building out a collective 
vision for a fairer, stronger Massa-
chusetts.”

Downing was a leading voice 
for climate action during his 10 
years in the state senate. He served 
as Senate Chair of the Joint Com-
mittee on Telecommunications, 
Utilities, and Energy where he 
passed transformative legisla-
tion to improve energy efficiency, 
jumpstart renewable development, 
and help the state meet its carbon 
reduction goals. 

He later served as Vice Presi-
dent at Nexamp and also served 
on the board of the Environmental 
League of Massachusetts.

Gubernatorial candidate Downing outlines his climate plan

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit engagement, wedding and birth announcements, news releases, 

business and education briefs, sports stories and photos for publication. Items should be forwarded to our offices 
at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  Items can also  be faxed to 781-485-1403.  We also encourage readers to 

e-mail news releases and photos to deb@reverejournal.com.
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Boston Harbor 
Fort Point

Ready 
for More

SEE BOSTON WITH NEW EYES AT ALLINCLUSIVEBOS.COM
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By Lauren Bennett

Acting Mayor Kim Janey held 
a press conference on April 13 to 
discuss police accountability and 
transparency, as well as violence 
in the City of Boston, following 
the shooting and death of Del-
ois Brown on her front porch in 
Dorchester last weekend.

“I visited the fatal crime scene 
on Saturday evening and again on 
Sunday morning,” Janey said. “It 
was my first time as mayor, but 
like the residents on that street, it 
is something I have experienced 
far too many times.”

She continued, “It is outrageous 
that a grandmother or anyone can-
not sit outside on a beautiful spring 
day without the fear of being shot 
to death. Most Boston residents 
live in a safe, peaceful neighbor-

hood, but too many others live in 
fear of violence.”

She said that “As mayor, I’m 
committed to ensuring safety, 
healing, and justice in every Bos-
ton neighborhood. I understand 
that the fabric of trust between the 
Boston Police Department (BPD) 
and Boston residents has worn 
thin in parts of our city, especially 
in communities of color.”

Janey said that “Transparency 
and accountability” need to be at 
the forefront of the conversation, 
“especially” when talking about 
law enforcement. 

“My administration is doubling 
down on our work to stand up the 
Office of Police Accountability and 
Transparency, otherwise known as 
OPAT,” she said.

On Wednesday, Janey submit-
ted her Fiscal Yer 2022 budget, 

which she said allocates $1 million 
to create the office. At Tuesday’s 
press conference, she announced 
that “seasoned attorney and advo-
cate” Stephanie Everett will be the 
Executive Director of OPAT.

Everett “will lead the organiza-
tion with the authority to review 
all BPD internal affairs cases, sub-
poena the release of records and 
strengthening police accountabili-
ty to the people of Boston,” Janey 
said. “My administration is bring-
ing a new era of transparency and 
accountability to all corners of city 
government.”

She also brought up the alle-
gations of child molestation and 
abuse against former Boston 
Police Union president and BPD 
officer Patrick Rose.

“I have directed the city’s law 
department to immediately review 

Patrick Rose’s internal affairs file, 
and redact any information that 
could compromise the identities of 
the sexual assault or domestic vio-
lence victims,” Janey said. “The 
victims of these appalling crimes 
must be protected, but transparen-
cy cannot wait any longer.” 

She continued, “As we now 
know, an alleged child molest-
er was allowed to remain on the 
police force and rise through the 
ranks of the patrolmen’s union for 
two decades.” 

She said that “those who are 
complicit in abuses of power will 
be held to account,” and that “the 
release of these files is a first step.”

Additionally, the OPAT will 
investigate the “BPD internal 
affairs system that allowed a police 
officer to remain on the job while 
preying upon children,” she said. 

“We must change the way BPD 
internal affairs works to ensure 
that this never happens again.”

She also said that her FY22 
budget “dramatically reduced 
police overtime expenses,” and 
funding for expanding the police 
cadet program by 50 percent to 
allow for more diversity in the 
police force. She said the program 
will add “20 new diverse officers 
to the Boston Police force.”

Janey also said that she has 
“charged” Chief of Housing Shie-
la Dillon with helping to “safe-
ly relocate families impacted by 
homicide.”

Additionally, “I’m dedicated to 
ensuring safety, healing, and jus-
tice for every resident in all of our 
neighborhoods,” she said.

Janey discusses police accountability and transparency in the city 

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Many people are talking about 
the weight they gained over the 
past year. Some call it “COVID 
curves” or the “Quarantine 15.” 
It might surprise you to learn that 
the website Daily Paws reported 
that a survey in December found, 
“... one-third of pet owners report 
that their animals have gained 
weight during the pandemic.” The 
good news is that you and your 
pets can make losing the extra 
pounds a joint effort.

Starting Point
Any major change in your rou-

tine diet and exercise, the two 
elements of weight loss for both 
humans and animals, should begin 
by checking in with your doctor 
and veterinarian. In both cases 
you should discuss an ideal weight 
goal that takes into account age 
and any medical conditions. 

Measure and record
You can schedule reminders 

for regular weight checks for the 
entire team and shop for any sup-
plies you might need to reach your 
goals. This might include better 
walking or hiking shoes for the 
humans, more active toys for cats, 
a long training-leash that would let 
dogs run in large circles in a safe 
place like a beach or field, more 
appropriate food, and healthier 
snacks for everyone.

Anyone who took up baking 
during the pandemic may have 
learned the value of weighing 

ingredients instead of just measur-
ing them. If you don’t have a kitch-
en scale, this may be an essential 
weight loss purchase. 

We’ve weighed our Poppy’s 
food since she was a puppy and, 
as a result, she has maintained her 
weight at a healthy level for eight 
years. Ed weighs her and himself 
every Thursday. That helps both of 
them stay fit.

You should also measure out 
any treats. Perhaps set up a treat 
jar or container that everyone 
knows is the pet’s daily limit. This 
can help get the whole family 
onboard for control of treat distri-
bution.

Plan Treats
Snacks and treats add pounds 

quickly. First think about size. You 
can break up larger treats if they 
happen to be a favorite or switch 
to smaller ones. We use tiny oat-
meal and fruit dog treats that are 
less than an inch long and very 
skinny. They also provide food 
value with very simple human 
food ingredients. 

You can also prepare a daily 
supply of snacks that you and 
your dog can share. One of our 
dog’s loved carrots and was just as 
happy gnawing at one as she was 
scarfing a dog biscuit. Hard boiled 
eggs can be cut up and will be a 
nice high protein treat for dogs or 
cats. 

You can also make home-made 
treats. We suggest ones based on 
oatmeal and yogurt which are 
both okay for feline or canine pals. 

There are plenty of recipes on the 
web. 

Exercise More
Adding more exercise and play-

time for your dog or cat will nat-
urally add more calorie burn to 
their day. This is an area where 
you have to start slowly and work 
up to a higher level of exercise, a 

bit more each week. While week-
ends would seem to be the perfect 
time to go all out, you might find 
you or your furry friend limping 
and exhausted by Monday. 

One added benefit to increased 
movement is that you and your 
animals might sleep better.

We’ve all heard the old adage 
that a tired dog is a good dog. The 

same is true for cats. You might 
even find yourself in a better mood 
and ready for sleep after you have 
enjoyed an evening stroll with 
your dog or some quality playtime 
with your cat.

Do you have a question or 
topic for City Paws? Send an email 
to Penny@BostonZest.com with 
your request.

Shed pounds those extra pandemic pounds by taking regular walks this spring

Both you and your dog can shed those pandemic pounds by summer with small changes, like regular weigh-
ins and longer walks. (Photo by Stephen Goldberg)

City Paws
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By John Lynds 

Last week Beacon Hill’s week-
ly COVID-19 positive test rate 
decreased after posting a 17.2 per-
cent increase two weeks ago. 

According to the latest data 
released by the Boston Public 
Health Commission (BPHC) last 
Friday, 2,987 residents were tested 
and 3.2  percent were positive--this 
was a 5.8 percent increase from 
the 3.4 percent reported by the 
BPHC two Fridays ago.

Overall since the pandemic 
started 48,822 Beacon Hill, Back 
Bay, North End, West End and 
Downtown residents have been 
tested for COVID-19 and the data 
shows that 6.7 percent of those 
tested were COVID positive. This 
was a 1.5  percentage increase from 

the 6.6 reported by the BPHC two 
weeks ago. 

Positive test rates citywide 
decreased but still remain at the 
5 percent threshold.  According 
to the BPHC     28,091 residents 
were tested and 5  percent were 
COVID positive--this was a 3.8 
percent decrease from the 5.2 per-
cent positive test rate reported by 
the BPHC two weeks ago. The 5 
percent threshold has been used 
to plan Boston’s phased reopening 
strategies. 

The BPHC data released last 
Friday showed Beacon Hill, Back 
Bay, North End, West End and 
Downtown had an infection rate 
of 586.4 cases per 10,000 resi-
dents, up 3.3 percent from the 
567.6 cases per 10,000 residents 
reported two weeks ago. 

An additional 105 residents 
became infected with the virus 
last week and the total number of 
cases in the area increased from 
3,163 cases to 3,268 cases as of 
last Friday. 

The statistics released by 
the BPHC as part of its weekly 
COVID19 report breaks down 
the number of cases and infection 
rates in each neighborhood. It also 
breaks down the number of cases 
by age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases of 
coronavirus increased 2.5 percent  
percent last week and went from    
65,474 cases to 67,138 confirmed 
cases in a week. Five additional 
Boston residents died from the 
virus last week and there are now 
1,358 total deaths in the city from 
COVID.

By John Lynds

The COVID-19 pandemic has 
brought overwhelming grief to 
many families. With many families 
struggling through the pandem-
ic with loss of jobs and income 
the added expense of providing a 
funeral for a loved one that suc-
cumbed to the virus has been a 
heavy burden. 

This has been especially true 
for many in Boston but a new 
program by the Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency (FEMA) 
aims to ease some of those finan-
cial burdens. 

Last week FEMA launched a 
new program that began provid-
ing financial assistance for funeral 
expenses incurred after Jan. 20, 
2020 for deaths related to COVID 
to, “help ease some of the financial 
stress and burden caused by the 
pandemic”. 

Under the Coronavirus 
Response and Relief Supplemental 
Appropriations Act of 2021 and 
the American Rescue Plan Act of 

2021, the new program will reim-
burse local residents who lost a 
loved one to COVID up to $9,000 
for funeral expenses. 

“At FEMA, our mission is to 
help people before, during and 
after disasters,” said Acting FEMA 
Administrator Bob Fenton. “The 
COVID-19 pandemic has caused 
immense grief for so many people. 
Although we cannot change what 
has happened, we affirm our com-
mitment to help with funeral and 
burial expenses that many families 
did not anticipate.”

If you have COVID-19 related 
funeral expenses, funeral direc-
tors are encouraging residents to 
keep and gather documentation. 
The types of information should 
include an official death certificate 
that attributes the death directly 
or indirectly to COVID-19 and 
shows that the death occurred in 
the United States, including the 
U.S. territories, and the District of 
Columbia. Other important docu-
ments are funeral expenses docu-
ments that include the applicant’s 

name, the deceased person’s name, 
the amount of funeral expenses, 
and the dates the funeral expenses 
happened.

To be eligible for FEMA’s funer-
al assistance, you must meet these 
conditions:

The death must have occurred 
in the United States, including the 
U.S. territories, and the District of 
Columbia.

The death certificate must indi-
cate the death was attributed to 
COVID-19.

The applicant must be a U.S. 
citizen, non-citizen national, or 
qualified alien who incurred funer-
al expenses after January 20, 2020.

There is no requirement for the 
deceased person to have been a 
U.S. citizen, non-citizen national, 
or qualified alien.

FEMA began accepting applica-
tions Monday, April 12 and addi-
tional Information may be found 
at https://www.fema.gov/disasters/
coronavirus/economic/funeral-as-
sistance. 

Beacon Hill COViD update posted

On Friday the BPHC released its weekly COVID-19 stats by neighbor-
hood that tracks infection rates and COVID testing results in Boston 
neighborhoods. 
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Beacon Hill Civic Association Community Corner

Beacon Hill Civic Association AffiliatesEvery spring, the Beacon Hill Civic Association publishes its Annual Report covering the organization’s accomplishments during the past year, including the accomplishments of some of its affiliated organizations. We will 

be sharing some of those accom-plishments here over the coming weeks.
Cambridge street Community Development CorporationThe Cambridge Street Com-munity Development Corpora-tion (“CSCDC”) comprises repre-sentatives of groups interested in 

advancing Cambridge Street as a vital commercial destination and balancing commercial and resi-dential considerations in its re-de-velopment, use and maintenance. The Beacon Hill Civic Associa-tion is a founding member of the CSCDC; other members include 

Special to the Beacon Hill TimesBoston City Councilor Michelle Wu has released a city-level Green New Deal (GND) and Just Recov-ery plan for Boston, a framework for using the full reach of munici-pal authority to mitigate the threat of climate change, attack poverty and economic inequality, close the wealth gap, and dismantle struc-tural racism.  
“Climate justice is racial and economic justice,” said Council-or Wu. “Cities have tremendous power to lead the charge, and we must recognize this moment as a call to action.”

Councilor Wu has emphasized 

that bold, progressive action is in line with the City of Boston’s legacy of civic leadership, as the home of the first public park, public school, and public library in the country. The report fea-tures 15 policies to demonstrate the potential for transformative city action today—accelerating decarbonization, just and resil-ient development, transportation justice, decommodifying housing, food justice, resilient stormwater infrastructure, growing the urban tree canopy, harnessing our coastal and ocean resources for decarbon-ization and “blue jobs,” and more.

City Councilor Michelle Wu launches plan for a Boston green New Deal and Just Recovery

D. MURPHY PHOTOS

A woman paddle-boarding on the Charles. See Page 6 for more summer photos.

A visitor enjoying some leisure time on the Esplanade.

SUMMER AROUND THE CITY

(Wu, Pg. 4)

(BHCA Pg. 5)

By Dan Murphy
The Rev. Dr. J. Theodore “Ted” Klein of West Roxbury, who for-merly served as the senior pastor of Church on the Hill died in Bos-ton on Saturday, Aug. 8 at age 79.Born to the late Harald Imman-uel and Ruth Powell Klein on March 23, 1941 in n Abington Pa., Mr. Klein earned degrees from the Academy of the New Church College (BA), Temple University (MEd in Education), and Boston University (MA and PhD in Phi-losophy) before he was ordained the Swedenborgian Church in 1984. He went on to serve the ministry for the next 36 years, including 15 years with the Bos-ton Society of the New Jerusalem (Church on the Hill, Boston), the last four years of which he served as its senior pastor. Mr. Klein also served on the faculty of the Swedenborg School of Religion; presented lectures and talks at churches and conventions; and served on several committees, including in the role of secretary of the Council of Ministers. He is the author of several published 

books, including “The Power of Service,” “Why Is This Happening To Me” and the “Learning Com-passion” workbook, as well.Mr. Klein began his distin-guished academic career teaching Philosophy at Urbana University (Ohio) before lending his skills in the classroom to the Sweden-borg School of Religion, as well as UMass Boston, from where he just retired after the spring semester.

Former Church on the Hill senior pastor, 
Rev. Dr. ‘ted’ Klein, passes away at age 79

COURTESY PHOTO
 Rev. Dr. J. Theodore “Ted” Klein.

(Klein, Pg. 5)
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FEMA to reimburse families up $9,000 
who lost a loved one due to COViD-19

April is designated as National 
Safe Digging Month, and National 
Grid urges anyone who is planning 
on digging to call 811 to prevent 
serious personal injury, property 
damage and service interruptions 
caused by accidentally digging 
into electric, gas, telephone, water, 
sewer or cable facilities.

Nationally every nine minutes, 
an underground utility line is dam-
aged because someone didn’t con-

tact 811 before digging. Knowing 
where underground utility lines 
are buried before you dig will help 
protect you and your family from 
injury. With more people staying 
home and relying on their utilities 
to work and communicate, incon-
venient outages are important to 
avoid. 

State laws mandate that 811 
must be contacted a few days in 
advance of beginning projects that 

require excavation. Failure to call 
811 may be punishable by fines, 
which in some states can be as high 
as $1,000 for a first offense and 
$10,000 for subsequent offenses.

National Grid works closely 
with local fire and police depart-
ments and, with their strong sup-
port, people are calling before they 
dig. Calling 811 can potentially 
avoid an incident that requires 
police and fire response.

National Grid reminds customers to call 8-1-1 before digging
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THE BOSTON 
CHILDREN’S SCHOOL
8 WHITTIER PLACE
Boston, MA  02114
617-367-6239
bostonchildrensschool.org

Summer Fun Program 
The Boston Children’s School 

Summer Fun Program celebrates 
its 39th year of providing excep-
tional summertime experiences 
and academic enrichment to chil-
dren between the ages of 3 and 
8 years old.  The Summer Fun 
Program at The Boston Children’s 
School is conveniently located at 
Charles River Park, in the historic 
West End section of Boston. The 
location is fully air-conditioned. 

The school has its own private 
playground, which allows children 
to safely play outdoors away from 
the noise, congestion and traffic of 
the city streets. The location also 
allows children to explore the cul-
tural richness of the City of Boston 
through field trips to museums, 
theaters, libraries and historic sites, 
as permitted by COVID protocols.  
The Summer Fun program is orga-
nized by age; each age group is 
supervised, taught and nurtured 
by certified teachers, along with 
teacher interns from local area 
colleges. All activities are designed 

to be developmentally appropriate 
for each age group.. The Summer 
Fun program also offers children 
music appreciation, gymnastics, 
arts and crafts, and interactive sto-
rytelling. Parent involvement and 
participation are always a part of 
the program, which begins July 12 
and ends Aug. 6, 2021 

If you would like your child 
to become part of the 2021 
Summer Fun Program at the 
Boston Children’s School, call 
Judy Langer, Program Director, at 
617-367-6239. We are also now 
enrolling for the 2021-22 aca-
demic year.  To learn more about 
all of the programming we offer, 
visit our website bostonchildrens-
school.org.

CHARLESTOWN 
BOYS & GIRLS CLUB 
15 Green Street 
Charlestown, MA 02129 
617-242-1775 
www.bgcb.org 

The Charlestown Clubhouse 
has a full Summer program, but 
everyone is looking forward to 
resuming regular after school 
programming this Spring. Visit 
www.bgcb.org to see what is hap-
pening “Up at the Club”. The 

Charlestown Boys and Girls Club 
has been around for over 125 
years thanks to the generous sup-
port of donors. To help contribute 
to their continued success during 
this difficult time, visit the website 
or call 617-242-1775

CHARLESTOWN 
BRANCH BOSTON 
PUBLIC LIBRARY
179 Main Street
Charlestown, MA 02129
617-242-1248

Spring Storytime + Art with 
Essem Studio

This six week series by 
Charlestown Library and Essem 
Art Studio begins Friday April 
23rd at 10:00 am and incorpo-
rates an Art Project along with 
a reading project. Art projects 
include:a cardboard robot, water-
color, a self  portrait, crayon proj-
ect, poppy flowers and a plate of 
“my favorite food”.

Be A Maker by Katey Howes 
includes the robot project. Craft 
materials for this project will 
be available at the Charlestown 
Library the week of  April 19th  
2021. Other titles include Tiger 
Days by Clark, I Promise by 
Lebron James, In The City by 

Chris Rascka, The Sandwich 
Swap by Kelly DiPucchio,and 
Michelle’s Garden by Sharee 
Miller. In addition, each session 
will include reading a poem from 
Mr Rogers’ A Beautiful Day in the 
Neighborhood.

The Zoom meeting link will be 
given to you closer to the date of 
the first program. To sign up con-
tact ewhittle@bpl.org

Also, on June 9th the BPL 
wil welcome Wally (the Green 
Monster) from The Red Sox for a 
virtual, interactive reading adven-
ture. Visit bpl.org for the Zoom 
link for this webinar or contact 
the Charlestown Branch at 617-
242-1248.

COURAGEOUS 
SAILING CENTER
Pier 4 Charlestown
caitlyn@
courageoussailing.org
www.courageoussailing.
org/spring-sale

Spring into Summer Sailing for 
ALL

After a long year indoors, kids 
aren’t the only ones who are ready 
to get outside and have some 
fun! Courageous Sailing Center 
offers programs for adults, fam-

ilies, and workplaces.  With a 
focus on getting you out on the 
water, Courageous offers Learn 
to Sail lessons on weekdays and 
weekends, 2-hour sails on Boston 
Harbor, and memberships to give 
you access to our fleet of over 35 
vessels. 

Adults ages 18+ can transform 
from landlubber to seafaring soul 
in just 2 short weeks with our 
Learn to Sail course, and families 
can enjoy time together out on the 
water on a Harbor Sail! Purchase 
by April 25 to take advantage of 
our “Spring into Sailing” event. 

After spending so much of 
this past year working alone, this 
summer is also a great time to 
get your work team back togeth-
er. Courageous offers unique 
team-building opportunities that 
get coworkers out on the water 
for casual cruises or racing, fol-
lowed by catered treats on the pier. 
Contact us for more information. 

Courageous Sailing is thankful 
for the support from our donors 
and sponsors that make all of 
our programming included in our 
mission based youth program pos-
sible. If you would like to make 
a contribution, please visit our 
website.

Summer in the City2021

SU
M

M
ER

 P
R

O
G

R
A

M
S

FOR GIRLS & BOYS 
GRADES 5-12

Specialty Programs 
GRADES 5–8

Sports Clinics
GRADES 6–12

Academic Courses
GRADES 6–12

 FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER:

bchigh.edu/summer
REGISTRATION BEGINS FEBRUARY 11, 2020!

✺
✺
✺

REGISTRATION BEGINS FEBRUARY 8, 2021

 

 June 22 to Aug. 21, 2020 

July 12 - August 6, 2021

617-367-6239
Eight Whittier Place

bostonchildrensschool.org

Ages 3 to

8 years

RReeggiisstteerr  NNooww!!

"e" inc. Summer Science Dis-
covery Program getting 

ready!!!

"e" inc. currently creating 
2 great curriculums for our 
5-day summer science camps 

in the Navy Yard.

Are you ready for the"e"inc. 
Summer Science Discovery Program?!

Want info?
Call us at: 617-894-3409

Sign up begins end-April

Another safe summer planned at 
the Charlestown Boys and Girls 
Club.
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The Massachusetts Department of Transportation
invites you to attend a

Virtual Public Information Meeting
for the 

Sumner Tunnel Centennial Project

These meetings will provide an opportunity for the public to hear an overview of the 
Sumner Tunnel Centennial Project including project overview, schedule, and traffic impacts. 
Attendees will have the opportunity to ask questions and offer comments.  Please note the 
presentation will be the same at both meetings.  Spanish and Arabic interpretation will be 
available at both virtual meetings.
All residents, abutters, local business owners, and interested commuters are invited to 
attend. All attendees who sign into the meeting and provide an email address will be entered 
into the project’s email database to receive project updates. Prior to the meetings, if you 
have specific questions or concerns for the project team, please email us: sumner100@dot.
state.ma.us. 

Note: This meeting is accessible to people with disabilities.  MassDOT provides reasonable 
accommodations and/or language assistance free of charge upon request (e.g interpreters 
in American Sign Language and languages other than English, live captioning, videos, 
assistive listening devices and alternate material formats), as appropriate. For accommo-
dation or language assistance, please contact MassDOT’s Chief Diversity & Civil Rights 
Officer by phone at (857) 368-8580, Relay Service at 7-1-1, fax (857) 368-0602 or by email to 
MASSDOT.CivilRights@dot.state.ma.us. Requests should be made as soon as possible prior 
to the meeting, and for more difficult to arrange services including sign-language, CART or 
language translation or interpretation, requests should be made at least ten business days 
before the meeting.

Title VI Notice of Nondiscrimination: MassDOT complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964 and related federal and state statutes and regulations. It is the policy of MassDOT to 
ensure that no person or group of persons shall on the grounds of Title VI protected cate-
gories, including race, color, national origin, or under additional federal and state protected 
categories including sex, age, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, 
religion, creed, ancestry, veteran’s status , or background, be excluded from participation 
in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination under any program 
or activity administered by MassDOT. To request additional information about this commit-
ment, or to file a complaint under Title VI or a related nondiscrimination provision, please 
contact MassDOT’s Title VI Specialist by phone at (857) 368-8580, Relay Service at 7-1-1, fax 
(857) 368-0602 or by e-mail at MASSDOT.CivilRights@dot.state.ma.us. 
If information is needed in another language, please contact the MassDOT Title VI Specialist 
by phone at (857) 368-8580. 
Caso esta informação seja necessária em outro idioma, favor contar o Especialista em 
Título VI do MassDOT pelo fone 857-368-8580.
Si necesita información en otro lenguaje, favor contactar al especialista de MassDOT del 
Título VI al 857-368-8580.

Thursday, April 29, 2021 
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Register: 
virtualmeeting.link/Sumner-4-29

Meeting ID: 862 2389 6416
Passcode: 765313

Dial-in option: 888 788 0099

Tuesday, April 27, 2021
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Register: 
virtualmeeting.link/Sumner-4-27

Meeting ID: 889 2113 5782
Passcode: 860159

Dial-in option: 888 788 0099

Title	VI	NoAce	of	NondiscriminaAon:	MassDOT	complies	with	Title	VI	of	the	Civil	Rights	Act	of	1964	and	
related	federal	and	state	statutes	and	regulaAons.	It	is	the	policy	of	MassDOT	to	ensure	that	no	person	
or	group	of	persons	shall	on	the	grounds	of	Title	VI	protected	categories,	including	race,	color,	naAonal	
origin,	or	under	addiAonal	federal	and	state	protected	categories	including	sex,	age,	disability,	sexual	
orientaAon,	gender	idenAty	or	expression,	religion,	creed,	ancestry,	veteran's	status	,	or	background,	be	
excluded	from	parAcipaAon	in,	be	denied	the	benefits	of,	or	be	otherwise	subjected	to	discriminaAon	
under	any	program	or	acAvity	administered	by	MassDOT.	To	request	addiAonal	informaAon	about	this	
commitment,	or	to	file	a	complaint	under	Title	VI	or	a	related	nondiscriminaAon	provision,	please	
contact	MassDOT's	Title	VI	Specialist	by	phone	at	(857)	368-8580,	Relay	Service	at	7-1-1,	fax	(857)	
368-0602	or	by	e-mail	at	MASSDOT.CivilRights@dot.state.ma.us.		

If	informaAon	is	needed	in	another	language,	please	contact	the	MassDOT	Title	VI	Specialist	by	phone	
at	(857)	368-8580.		

Caso	esta	informação	seja	necessária	em	outro	idioma,	favor	contar	o	Especialista	em	Título	VI	do	
MassDOT	pelo	fone	857-368-8580.	

Si	necesita	información	en	otro	lenguaje,	favor	contactar	al	especialista	de	MassDOT	del	Título	VI	al	
857-368-8580.	

如果需要使⽤其它语⾔了解信息，请联系⻢萨诸塞州交通部（MassDOT）《⺠权法》第六章专职⼈员，电话 
857-368-8580。 
如果需要使⽤其它語⾔了解信息，請聯系⾺薩諸塞州交通部（MassDOT）《⺠權法》第六章專職⼈員，電話 
857-368-8580。 

The Rose Kennedy Green-
way Conservancy, the non-profit 
responsible for the management 
and care of The Greenway, is 
pleased to announce the election 
of two new members of its volun-
teer Board of Directors: Matthew 
J. “Matt” Conti, retired Portfolio 
Manager at Fidelity Investments 
and owner of Matt Conti Photog-
raphy; and Yvonne Garcia, Chief 
of Staff to State Street CEO and 
Chairwoman of The Greater Bos-
ton Chamber’s Women’s Network.

“We are delighted to welcome 
Matt and Yvonne to join our vol-
unteer Board,” said Doug Husid, 
Chair of the Greenway Conservan-
cy Board and Director at Goulston 
& Storrs. “As we prepare to come 
out of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
their long-standing advocacy and 
deep community roots in Boston 
will help the Conservancy in mak-
ing The Greenway a place for all to 
gather, play, unwind, and explore.”

At public Board meetings this 
winter, the Greenway Conservancy 
Board of Directors welcomed:

Matthew J. “Matt” Conti
Matt Conti worked as a portfo-

lio manager 
at Fidelity 
Investments 
b e f o r e 
retiring in 
2018 after 
23 years. 
At Fidelity, 
Matt man-

aged several mutual funds, ETFs 
and institutional portfolios, focus-
ing on high-yield bonds, leveraged 
loans and asset allocation strate-
gies with total assets of over $12 
billion. His shareholders benefited 
from a long, consistent record of 
outperformance and he was part 
of the Fidelity team that won the 
prestigious Morningstar 2016 
U.S. Fixed-Income Fund Manager 
of the Year award. Prior to join-
ing Fidelity, he was an engineer 
at General Dynamics. He earned 
B.S. (Carnegie Mellon University) 
and M.S. (Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute) degrees in mechanical 
engineering and his MBA from 
Columbia Business School.

Matt is a photographer whose 
images have been widely pub-
lished in newspapers, books, and 
magazines, including National 

Geographic, USA Today, and the 
Boston Globe. He releases his cur-
rent work at MattConti.com and 
works with a variety of photogra-
phy organizations, including serv-
ing on the executive committee of 
the local non-profit, Boston Cam-
era Club. He was the founder and 
editor of the local news websites 
NorthEndWaterfront.com (ceased 
publication January 2021) and 
NorthEndBoston.com. Matt was 
nominated by the Rose Kennedy 
Greenway Conservancy for a first-
term concluding on 12/31/24.

Yvonne Garcia
Yvonne Garcia serves as Chief 

of Staff to 
State Street 
C h a i r -
man and 
CEO, Ron 
O ’ H a n -
ley, and 
as Global 
Head of 
Internal Communications. As an 
active leader of local and nation-
al communities, Yvonne served as 
the Chairwoman for the largest 
Latino Professional Organization 
in the country, ALPFA, and cur-
rently serves as the Chairwoman 
for ALPFA’s National’s Corporate 
Advisory Board.

Yvonne is also the co-founding 
Chair of Milagros para Niños, a 
board at Children’s Hospital in 
Boston, which has raised more 
than $14 million in funds for His-
panic children who can’t afford 
medical care. In addition, Yvonne 
was appointed by Massachusetts 
Governor Charlie Baker to serve 
on the state’s Latino Advisory 
Commission Board and was also 
appointed as the Chairwoman for 
the Greater Boston

Chamber’s Women’s Network. 
Yvonne has been featured in For-
tune magazine in partnership with 
ALPFA as one of the Top 50 Most 
Powerful Latinas in the United 
States four years in a row and just 
last year was named Boston Busi-
ness Journal’s Power 50. This year, 
Yvonne was recognized by the 
Boston Business Journal’s Women 
Who Mean Business and by Yahoo 
Finance on their top 10 HERoes 
list nationally showcasing leaders 
who are championing women in 
business and driving change for 

Greenway Conservancy Board announces new members
gender diversity in the workplace. 
Yvonne was nominated by Gover-
nor Baker for a first-term conclud-
ing on 12/31/24.

“Matt and Yvonne’s insights 
and experiences will help to guide 
the Conservancy and incoming 
Executive Director Chris Cook as 
we emerge from the pandemic,” 
said Jesse Brackenbury, Executive 

Director of the Greenway Con-
servancy. “We look forward to 
working with them to assure The 
Greenway remains a beautiful, 
welcoming respite for all.”

For a complete list of the Gre-
enway Conservancy’s Board of 
Directors, visit www.rosekennedy-
greenway.org/board.

The Greenway is the contem-

porary public park in the heart of 
Boston. The Greenway welcomes 
millions of visitors annually to 
gather, play, unwind, and explore. 
The Greenway Conservancy is 
the non-profit responsible for the 
management and care of The Gre-
enway. The majority of the public 
park’s annual budget is generously 
provided by private sources.

Want Neighborhood News
delivered right to your hands?

Subscribe to The Beacon Hill Time’s 
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Visit thebeaconhilltimes.com or scan the QR Code



PA G E  1 0 A P r i l  1 5 ,  2 0 2 1T H E  B E A C O N  H I L L  T I M E S

THINK OF IT AS AN 
OWNER’S MANUAL
 FOR YOUR MONEY.

The free Consumer Action
Handbook. It’s in print and
online at ConsumerAction.gov.
Order your free copy online
at ConsumerAction.gov or 
write to Handbook, Pueblo, 
CO 81009. 

Please Recycle

By Times staff

As part of the eighth annual 
Boston Design Week, venerable 
bridge architect and designer, as 
well as a resident of Beacon Hill, 
Miguel Rosales will be on hand 
for a virtual presentation on 
Wednesday, April 28, at 1 p.m. to 
discuss his work on the design of 
the Leonard P. Zakim Bunker Hill 
Memorial Bridge, among other 
major bridge projects in the Bos-
ton area.

Rosales most recently com-
pleted work on the historic resto-
ration of the Longfellow Bridge, 
as well as on the design of its sis-
ter structure, the Frances Apple-
ton Pedestrian Bridge. He will be 
interviewed by Peter Vanderwark-
er, who is nationally known for 
his architectural photography, and 
whose photos are in museum col-
lections.

Admission for the event is 
free, and tickets can be reserved 
at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
meet-miguel-rosales-bridge-ar-
ch i t e c t - and -de s i gne r- t i ck -
ets-149919048911?aff=efbevent-
tix.

SERVICE DIRECTORY

JOHN J. RECCA 
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454

617-723-3296

M9304

Old Window 
& Door 

Restoration
Sach • cord

copperchain • etc
Lock repair

Call
Rez at

(617) 947
3710

or email at
Rezayazdi252@gmail.com

FriENDS OF THE 
PUBliC GArDEN 
ANNUAl MEETiNG 
COMiNG APril 15

The Friends of the Public Gar-
den will its 51st Annual Meeting 
via Zoom on Thursday, April 15, 
at 6 p.m.

The virtual meeting will fea-
ture Imari Paris Jeffries of King 
Boston presenting “How Boston’s 
Newest Memorial Can Help Build 
the Beloved Community,” as well 
as welcoming remarks by Board 
Chair Leslie Adam and a presen-
tation on 2020 Friends activities in 
the parks from President Liz Vizza, 
with a Q&A session to follow.

Admission is free; R.S.V.P by 
April 15 by visiting friendsofthe-
publicgarden.org.

lECTUrE ON 
‘ADVANCES iN 
TrEATiNG CANCEr’

Beacon Hill Village presents a 
virtual program called “Advances 
in Treating Cancer” with Edward 
J. Benz, Jr., MD, on Tuesday, April 
20, from 2 to 3:30 p.m.

About one in three of us will 
develop cancer, and we all have 
known someone with this dead-
ly disease.  Dr. Benz will explain 
how cancer develops and review 
the remarkable progress in under-
standing and treating this complex 
disease. Cancer treatment has pro-
gressed from traditional chemo-
therapy and radiation to targeted 
therapies, including immune thera-
pies, vaccines, and CAR-T, a form 

of gene therapy. Cancer care also 
focuses on lifestyle factors like diet 
and stress management to relieve 
symptoms and improve outcomes. 
After his presentation, Dr. Benz 
will welcome your questions.

This program is presented 
in partnership with the Boston 
Public Library, as part of Beacon 
Hill Village’s Living Well Ending 
Well series.  Registration required 
online or by calling Beacon Hill 
Village at 617-723-9713.   Regis-
trants will receive a zoom link for 
the program. This program is free 
and open to the public.

FOPG’S 50TH 
ANNiVErSArY 
VirTUAl 
CElEBrATiON

In lieu of its traditional Green 
and White Ball this year, the 
Friends of the Public Garden will 
present its 50th Anniversary Vir-
tual Celebration via Zoom called 
“50 Years of Friends: Memories, 
Moments and Milestones” on Fri-
day, April 30, at 6:30 p.m.

Tickets cost $250 and spon-
sorships are also available for the 
event; visit friendsofthepublic-
garden.org for more information.

Hill HOUSE 2021 
SUMMEr CAMP 
rEGiSTrATiON NOW 
OPEN!

Hill House, Inc. located at 127 
Mount Vernon S., has officially 
opened up Summer Camp regis-

tration for 2021 campers. 
Now in its 22nd year, Hill 

House Camps (Kiddie Kamp for 
3-5 year olds and Day Camp for 
5- to 12-year-olds) feature: week-
ly Day Camp field trips; Kiddie 
Kamp onsite adventures; expand-
ed enrichment opportunities; sail-
ing, theatre, sports and film camp 
options; weekly themes; extended 
day options for Day Campers; and 
expanded LIT program for 13- to 
15-year-olds.

Visit Hill House’s Summer 
Camp website (www.hillhouse-
boston.org/Camps.htm) to learn 
more about all the fun. For more 
information on registering, con-
tact Chelsea Evered at 617-227-
5838 or cevered@hillhouseboston.
org.

iMAGiNE VAN GOGH 
COMiNG DEC. 21 
TO SOWA POWEr 
STATiON.

“Imagine Van Gogh,”  more 
than 200 of the Dutch artist’s 
paintings, is making its debut in 
Boston on Dec. 21 at the SoWa 
Power Station.

The exhibition is a contactless 
experience spanning over 24,000 
square feet, with a limited number 
of guests allowed in on a timed-en-
try basis, and it will adhere to all 
safety guidelines established by the 
Commonwealth.

 Tickets start at $33.99 (plus 
service charges and fees) and are 
on sale now. For more informa-
tion, visit www.imagine-vangogh.
com.

Neighborhood rouNdup

Beacon Hill bridge architect and 
designer, Miguel Rosales.

Bridge Architect Miguel rosales on hand 
for Boston Design Week virtual presentation

By Dan Murphy

National Grid’s ongoing work 
on Temple Street will take five 
months to complete, and involves 
the replacement of a leaky elevat-
ed pressure plastic gas main that 
was installed in 1977, according 
to Christine Milligan, a spokes-
woman for the utilities company.

The project area covers Temple 
Street between Cambridge and 
Derne streets, behind the State 
House, according to Milligan, and 
work there entails replacing the 
existing 4-inch plastic main with 
an 8-inch steel main, as well as 
replacing 42 gas services on Tem-
ple Street from the old main to the 
new one.

“The primary driver for the 

replacement project is to eliminate 
gas leaks from the services and the 
main.” Milligan said.

Additionally, National Grid is 
installing a 6-inch elevated pres-
sure plastic main beneath Ridge-
way Lane between Cambridge 
and Derne streets, said Milligan, 
to maintain service to the State 
House.

(The interconnections of streets 
also feed into other areas in some 
cases, said Milligan, so National 
Grid also needs to maintain the 
connections to ensure supply to 
areas beyond Temple Street.)

Most of the project falls under 
the umbrella of the Gas System 
Enhancement Plans (GSEP) pro-
gram, Milligan said.

National Grid replacing leaky 
gas main on Temple Street
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LEGAL NOTICES

The feet in the last clue are on the George Robert White Memorial in 
the Boston Public Garden created by Daniel Chester French. From the 
corner of Arlington and Beacon Streets, you have the opportunity to 
enjoy the details on the back of this statue. When possible, walk around 
a statue to see all sides and all angles.

Do you have a favorite building or detail you would like featured? Send 
an email to Penny@BostonZest.com with your suggestion.

Real Estate Transfers

THiS WEEK'S ClUE

Attention to Detail
By Penny CheruBino

THiS WEEK'S ANSWErBUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE

BACK BAY 

Suizenji GP LLC Pascu, Nicolae L      75 Clarendon St #40          $845,000

Suizenji GP LLC Pascu, Nicolae L       75 Clarendon St #502          $845,000

Robin I Kane T        80 Comm Ave Dev LLC 80 Commonwealth Ave #3      $5,400,000

Fliegauf, Heidi          Baban, Jalal E         492 Beacon St #14             $1,195,000

Raqeeb RT            Vincent Falanga RET   183-185A Massachusetts Ave #601 $1,160,000

Lahmadi, Wahid Forkner, Adam H 425 Newbury St #N58             $120,000

160 St Botolph Street LLC Knickerbocker&Brahmin 160 Saint Botolph St           $3,100,000 

Namkung, Andrew Besosa, Jorge L        175 Saint Botolph St #2        $850,000 

BEACON HILL

Nicholas, Coral D Koncilja, Kevin 17 Bowdoin St #5A           $510,000

Koncilja, Kevin Schaefer, Justin       125 Charles St #R3             $820,000 

Kaplan, Lee M          Crozier, Julie S 19 W Cedar St #1               $578,000

    

BAY VILLAGE/SOUTH END/KENMORE
Brindley, David A Gianatasio, Frank 213 W Canton St #1            $1,975,000

Miranda, Zurilla M     Oconnell, Elise W 554 Tremont St #9          $870,000

Schmid, Anna Robert J Comazzi 16 Wellington St #5          $645,000

Mcmahon, Brian       Shannon Robins RET     156 Worcester St #2        $705,000

WATERFRONT/DOWNTOWN

 LCI 147 Milk Street LLC Mept 147 Milk LLC 147-149 Milk St             $47,950,000

Tran, Hai                              Roberts, Justin 165 Tremont St #801     $2,410,000

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND 
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
Docket No.
SU20E0042

CITATION
Matter of:
The Evangelistic
Association of

New England
To all interested persons:
A petition has been filed 
by:
The Evangelistic Associ-
ation of New England of 
Cambridge, MA
requesting: 
A. Modify the restrictions 
on the Christian Leadership 
Fund to allow for EANE to 
make distribution from the 
fund’s principle to provide 
scholarships for pastors 

and church leaders from 
Urban, minority, multi-eth-
nic communities so that 
they  may participate the 
EANE’s varied leadership 
training events; and 
B. Grant any further relief 
the court deems just and 
proper.
You have the right to ob-
tain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-

ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before 10:00 
a.m. on 05/11/2021.
This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance and objection 
if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an Affidavit of Objections 

within thirty (30) days of 
the return date, action may 
be taken without further 
notice to you.
WITNESS, Brian J. Dunn, 
First Justice of this Court.
Date: April 06, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

4/15/21
BH

ADVERTISE IN THE TIMES.  
CALL 781-485-0588
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The Friends of the West End 
Library have been hard at work to 
renovate the open space in front 
of this branch of the Boston Pub-
lic  Library. The Friends began 
working with the Beacon Hill 
Garden Club to improve the space 
in 1989, but over years it had 
become a messy tangle of ivy and 
dying shrubs. In 2020, with the 
energy and funds provided by a 
new Friends Board and a generous 
grant from the Beacon Hill Gar-
den Club, hard-working volun-
teers cleaned and maintained the 
garden spaces. They discovered 
attractive flagstones buried in the 
soil and  planted more than a hun-
dred daffodil bulbs contributed by 
the Beacon Hill Garden Club and 
the Boston Blooms program.

This spring, the Friends’ Land-
scaping Committee, under the 
leadership of Sheryl Man and 
Laura Guadagno, has already 
added three elevated beds and 
paving stones by the gates.  The 
beds will include a variety of kale, 
beets, lettuces, peppers, tomatoes, 
and herbs. Additional plantings 
of native flowers, both perennials 
and annuals, will encourage polli-
nators as well as enhance this area 
of Cambridge Street. Laura Gua-
dagno, a Master Gardener, has 
headed the garden design. 

The Friends of the West End 
Library is a 501c(3) organization, 
led by Robin Al-Khatib,  which 
works with Branch Librarian 

Helen Bender to help the Library 
in many other ways. The group 
raises funds to finance and sup-
port events, supplies, and services 
that are not part of the Library 
budget to benefit all who use of 
the West End Branch Library. You 
can learn more about the Friends 

of the West End Library by visit-
ing their website, https://friend-
softhewestendlibrary.org.

If you would like to help care 
for the gardens, please sign up on 
the website or email friendswest-
endlibrary@gmail.com.

Sheryl Man, Lisa Gannon, Likam Lie, and Robin Al-Khatib.

Spring blooms at the West End library with volunteers’ help

Volunteers from the West End and Beacon Hill
Anne Fitzgerald, Lisa Gannon, Likam Lie, Betsy Peterson, Laura 
Guadagno, and Sheryl Man.

A look at the library grounds before, (above) and after (beelow) the vol-
unteers hard work.

IN 2020 REAL ESTATE  

REFERRALS FROM  

SIMPLIFIED LIVES  

RESULTED IN $6,000,000 

IN HOME SALES!

We’d love to get  
to know you!
We are New Englands Premier 

Moving Concierge Service.

WE ARE A GREAT PARTNER & RESOURCE
CALL US TO HELP YOUR CLIENTS - WE OFFER A FREE CONSULTATION

Valerie Achorn, MPA , Founder & President 
508-332-8601 or 401-480-1532 • info@SimplifiedLives.com 

www.simplifiedlives.com

SIMPLIFIEDLIVESSM
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The Rose Kennedy Greenway 
Conservancy today announced the 
selection of Chris Cook as its next 
Executive Director.

“Chris’ deep local experience in 
open space, parks, and community 
engagement is a tremendous asset 
for both the Conservancy’s and 
The Greenway’s next chapter,” 
said Doug Husid, Chair of the 
Greenway Conservancy Board. 
“We are delighted to have Chris 
at the helm as we emerge from 
the pandemic and continue to 
strengthen our community con-
nections, world-class horticulture, 
and remarkable art programs that 
are the hallmarks of The Green-
way.”

“The Greenway represents one 
of the greatest transformations of 
urban space in American history,” 
said Cook. “I am honored to join 
the Conservancy to continue to 
contribute to and expand on The 
Greenway’s success and thrilled by 
the opportunity to focus deeply on 
such an important public park and 
resource.”

The Greenway is a park like 
no other. It has transformed 
downtown Boston and delivered 
on the promise of the Big Dig to 
create a vibrant green space that 
is filled with thought-provoking 
experiences and connections. The 
nonprofit Greenway Conservancy 
has sole responsibility for manag-
ing all aspects of The Greenway 
and utilizes that responsibility to 
create year-round beauty, robust 
and inclusive programming, and 

artistic experimentation. Cook is 
a local expert with deep commu-
nity connections who can hit the 
ground running; under his leader-
ship, the Conservancy is well-po-
sitioned to engage with and lift 
up the diverse communities across 
Boston and the Commonwealth 
as we emerge from the pandem-
ic. The Greenway epitomizes the 
future of our cities and the ongo-
ing importance of public parks to 
a thriving urban landscape.

Cook brings extensive experi-
ence working in parks throughout 
Boston, as the past Commissioner 
of the City’s Parks and Recreation 
Department and current Chief 
of Environment, Energy & Open 
Space for the City. He has spent 
his career working to strategi-
cally position open spaces to fos-

ter community, adapt to climate 
change, and promote public health 
and wellness through design excel-
lence and management. In his time 
as Commissioner, Cook compre-
hensively worked on initiatives to 
make Boston’s open spaces more 
equitable and accessible. As the 
former Director of the previous 
Mayor’s Office of Arts, Tour-
ism, & Special Events, Cook also 
played a key role in advancing 
cultural tourism and fostering the 
growth of the cultural community.

“Chris has been a steward of 
Boston’s parks throughout his 
career, and there’s no one more 
dedicated to making sure our city’s 
open spaces are inviting and inclu-
sive for all to enjoy,” said Mayor 
Kim Janey. “While we’ll miss his 
leadership at City Hall, I have no 

doubt he’ll bring the same passion, 
creativity, and collaborative spirit 
to charting the future of the iconic 
Rose Kennedy Greenway. We wish 
Chris the best and look forward 
to partnering with him in his new 
role.”

A five-member Executive Direc-
tor Search Committee was formed 
in October 2020 and began the 
months-long search process that 
included input and feedback 
from a wide variety of stakehold-
ers. They utilized the search firm 
Isaacson, Miller, which sought a 
talented candidate pool for the 
position, engaging with more than 
250 sources and prospective can-
didates.

“The Executive Director Search 
Committee is delighted to wel-
come Chris to lead the organiza-
tion as its new Executive Director. 
We had an accomplished pool of 
candidates with varied and impres-
sive professional experiences that 
reflected the strong reputation of 
the Greenway Conservancy,” said 
Search Committee Member Karen 
Johnson. “We are thankful to 
everyone who was involved in our 
selection process and are looking 
forward to working with Chris.”

Cook will begin in May 2021, 
succeeding Jesse Brackenbury, 
who has been named President 
and CEO of The Statue of Liber-
ty-Ellis Island Foundation in New 
York. Cook is looking forward to 
working with MassDOT Acting 
Secretary Jamey Tesler, Mayor 
Kim Janey, the abutters who 

comprise the Greenway Business 
Improvement District (BID), the 
Conservancy’s partners in local 
and state government, and the 
adjacent neighborhoods through-
out Boston.

“We look forward to working 
alongside Chris in championing 
and enlivening this free and open 
public park,” said Greenway BID 
Board Chair Stephen Faber. “In 
addition to providing $1.5 million 
in annual funding to the Conser-
vancy, the Greenway BID provides 
support in thoughtful placemaking 
through enhancement funds, con-
sensus building, and civic engage-
ment that is critical for the future 
of The Greenway.”

Cook joins the organization at 
an interesting inflection point for 
the future of what cities can be and 
will continue the work of the Con-
servancy as a standard bearer for 
excellence in park management. 
The Greenway played an import-
ant role as an essential respite and 
gathering space in 2020, and will 
begin the 2021 season celebrating 
joy, resiliency, and vibrancy in Bos-
ton and the Commonwealth.

The Greenway is the contem-
porary public park in the heart of 
Boston. The Greenway welcomes 
millions of visitors annually to 
gather, play, unwind, and explore. 
The Greenway Conservancy is 
the non-profit responsible for the 
management and care of The Gre-
enway. The majority of the public 
park’s annual budget is generously 
provided by private sources.

rose Kennedy Greenway Conservancy names Chris Cook as new Executive Director

Chris Cook named as the next Executive Director of The Rose Kennedy 
Greenway.

On Saturday, April 17, the Old 
North Church and Historic Site 
will kick-off Patriots’ Day Week-
end by re-opening its doors to vis-
itors after a 13-month closure in 
response to the COVID-19 crisis. 
Known for “One if by land, and 
two if by sea,” and the midnight 
ride of Paul Revere, the city’s old-
est surviving church is one of the 
first institutions to re-open along 
the Freedom Trail.

 Built in 1723, the Old North 
Church’s enduring fame began 
on the evening of April 18, 1775, 
when church sexton Robert New-
man and vestryman Capt. John 
Pulling, Jr. climbed the steeple and 
held high two lanterns as a signal 
that the British troops were head-
ing to Lexington and Concord by 
sea across the Charles River. That 
is when Paul Revere embarked on 
his journey, igniting the Ameri-
can Revolution. In 1860, on the 
brink of the United States Civil 
War, Henry Wadsworth Longfel-
low penned “Paul Revere’s Ride,” 

citing the Old North Church, to 
appeal to Northern readers’ patri-
otism and rally readers behind the 
abolitionist cause with the tale of 
a hero who bravely stepped for-
ward to change the course of his-
tory. Once again, the Old North 
Church helped to inspire a nation.

 “Although founded nearly 
300 years ago, we believe that the 
legacy of Old North Church is 
as important today as ever,” says 
Nikki Stewart, Executive Director 
of the Old North Church & His-
toric Site. “We aim to inspire our 
visitors to consider the roles that 
active citizenship, hope, sacrifice, 
and patriotism can play in their 
lives in 2021 and beyond. When 
individuals and families leave the 
Old North Campus, we hope they 
feel a sense of American pride and 
are empowered to create mean-
ingful change in each of their own 
communities.”  

Like all museums and pub-
lic institutions, the Old North 
Church & Historic Site shut down 

onsite visitor operations in March 
of 2020. As a result, the Old 
North Church Foundation shifted 
to a virtual strategy, launching an 
online lecture series featuring his-
torians, authors and artists, and 
equipping K-12 educators with 
engaging content that combines 
a core history curriculum with 
thought-provoking discussions 
about active citizenship, liberty, 
and personal values. The legacy 
of Old North Church is discussed 
in history and civics classrooms 
nationwide. 

“The loss of revenue over the 
past 13 months has been devast-
ing to us as over 90 percent of 
our operating budget is earned 
income through ticket sales, tours, 
school trips and merchandise,” 
says Stewart, who took the reins 
amidst the COVID-19 crisis in 
June of 2020. “April through 
October is usually peak tourist 
season for Freedom Trail sites. 
We are excited to be back in some 
capacity this spring.”

 Tickets will be offered at the 
reduced price of $5 per person. 
Self-guided tours will offer a more 
in-depth view of the building that 
once served wealthy merchants, 
government officials, and skilled 
tradesmen. Visitors can walk 
through box pews, admire the 
17th century angels flanking the 
church’s 1975 organ, and view 
the stairs of the famous steeple, 
known as a beacon of American 
independence. All visitors must 
be masked as the Old North 
Church & Historic Site adheres to 
all CDC health and safety guide-
lines. For more information or to 
purchase tickets in advance, visit:  
www.oldnorth.com.

 About The Old North Foun-
dation of Boston / Old North 
Church and Historic Site

Established in 1991, The Old 
North Foundation of Boston is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
that is responsible for historic 
site operations and interpretative, 
educational, and preservation 

programs at the iconic Old North 
Church and Historic Site. A secu-
lar organization that is indepen-
dent of Christ Church in the City 
of Boston, Old North Church 
welcomes approximately 150,000 
visitors annually while oversee-
ing the use and preservation of 
an enduring symbol of American 
independence. The Foundation 
serves a wide audience by creating 
meaningful experiences through 
educational outreach, site-specific 
programming, and historical anal-
ysis. Old North Church works 
collaboratively with the City of 
Boston, the U.S National Park 
Service, the Freedom Trail Foun-
dation, and other non-profits to 
foster educational and interpretive 
programs for students and visitors 
while engaging the public in Old 
North Church’s history and its 
role in inspiring liberty and free-
dom. For more information, visit:  
www.oldnorth.com.

The Old North Church and Historic Site re-opens for tourists
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Fresh and LocaL

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

Have you ever noticed that the 
stew you made over the weekend 
tastes much better as a Monday 
leftover? That may be, in part, 
because you didn’t have to cook 
after a busy day, but it is also 
because a stew, in our opinion, is 
one of those dishes that is at its 
best after it has had a rest.

For us, the same is true of chili, 
braised meat, and some soups. 
This recommendation, like so 
many in the food world, has its 
friends and foes. After extensive 
testing, The Serious Eats Food Lab 
concluded that with these foods, 
it really doesn’t make a difference 
and told readers to do whatever 
they wanted, rest or don’t rest.

The popular no-knead bread 
dough recipes call on long, slow, 
cool fermentation to improve the 
flavor, texture, and some say the 
bread’s digestibility. It also allows 
the baker more flexibility about 
when they want to bake a loaf. 

A Must for Chowder
In his book, “50 Chowders 

One Pot Meals, Clam, Corn & 
Beyond,” Boston Chef Jasper 
White recommends the step of let-
ting a chowder rest or “cure,” as 
New Englanders call it. He writes, 
“Do not underestimate the impor-
tance of this process. It is during 
the resting and cooling-off period 
that chowder undergoes a meta-
morphosis, emerging with a deep-
er flavor and richer texture.”

We find this is also true of other 
soups. We make a variety of soups 
that are combinations of vegeta-
bles with a sausage. After a day in 
the refrigerator, a sausage like kiel-
basa or chorizo will have shared its 
seasoning with the rest of the soup 
to a greater degree than when first 
cooked.

Short Naps
Rest time may be short or long. 

If you’ve grilled a steak, you may 
have learned to cover it with foil 
and let it rest for five to ten min-
utes to allow the heat in the meat 
to finish cooking and for the juic-
es to redistribute. That time will 
extend to 20 to 30 minutes for a 

large roast.
When we make quick pickles, 

salad dressings, or herb and yogurt 
sauces like riata or tzatziki, we’ll 
make those first as we begin to 
cook, so they have some time for 
the herbs and seasonings to infuse 
into the liquids.

In baking, the rest times are 
often for totally different reasons. 
Cookie and pastry dough call for 
a time out in the refrigerator to 
allow the flour to be completely 
hydrated by the wet ingredients 
and let the fat, be it butter or lard, 
reharden for a tender or flaky 
result.

Food Safety First
While telling you to let your 

chowder cure, Chef White, a 
long-time restaurateur, addresses 
the food safety aspect of allowing 
food to rest. He says, “A 1-hour 
resting will improve your chow-
der immensely, and refrigerating 
overnight or longer is even better! 
If you decide to refrigerate your 
chowder, let it cool at room tem-
perature for 30 minutes, then place 

it in the refrigerator uncovered. 
Covering can prolong the cooling 
process, resulting in a warm center 
that is ideal for bacterial growth. 
Bacteria ruins the flavor and short-
ens the shelf life of food. Cover the 
chowder only after it has chilled 
completely.” 

We would add that you should 

always use a food thermometer to 
ensure that your resting food stays 
out of the danger zone of 40°F to 
140°F, where bacteria proliferate.

Do you have a question or topic 
for Fresh & Local? Send an email 
to Penny@BostonZest.com with 
your suggestion.

Stew always tastes better after a rest

This Rhode Island clam chowder is a dish that benefits from a rest or, as 
Jasper White calls it, “time to cure.”

By Lauren Bennett

Women’s Lunch Place (WLP), 
a day shelter that provides meals 
and programs for women experi-
encing homelessness and poverty, 
is back with its 19th year of Moth-
er’s Day cards.

Each $25 card will provide 
lunch for one woman for five days 
through WLP’s Healthy Meals 
program.

This year’s card utilizes pieces 
of cards from years past that have 
been cut up and arranged into a 
floral mosaic design. The card was 
created by Darcy, who has been a 
WLP guest for more than 10 years, 
according to WLP Chief Develop-
ment Officer Paula White. 

“She came to us after she was 
in a car accident and injured her 
back, and was unable to work,” 
White said. “She has been sta-
bly housed for quite some time 
through efforts of WLP.”

White said that Darcy fell in 
love with WLP’s Creative Expres-
sions program, which is part of 
the organization’s “overarching 
wellness program,” she said, add-
ing that “…through expressing 
yourself in a creative way, a lot 

of our guests find peace, they find 
their inner voice, they talk a little 
bit more easily about what they’ve 
experienced and the trauma that 
they have felt and witnessed by 
expressing themselves through art 
rather than just retelling their sto-
ries.”

After becoming housed, Darcy 
continued to visit WLP to partic-
ipate in the Creative Expressions 
program, as well as “to have com-
munity, because she found com-
munity when she started coming 
to us and to ensure that she had 
well-balanced, nutritious meal,” 
White said. 

The Mother’s Day cards are cre-
ated through the Creative Expres-
sions program, where one wom-
an’s design is chosen to be the face 
of the card, and they can either be 
sent blank to be filled out later, or 
sent directly to the recipient with 
a message. 

White said that Darcy, “prob-
ably more than anyone,” has had 
her design featured on the cards 
the most over the years. 

This year, many of WLP’s pro-
grams and activities are still being 
conducted via pick-up rather than 
at the shelter, though White said 

that WLP is starting to return to 
the community slowly. The Cre-
ative Expressions program was 
“takeout rather than on-site” this 
year, so the women “didn’t have a 
lot of time” to create the designs. 

The cards are priced at $25 
each, and White said that the pric-
es for meals were increased this 
year because everything has to be 
individually packaged per COVID 
regulations. Additionally, they 
couldn’t have any volunteers in 
the kitchen and instead had to hire 
staff to prepare the meals. 

Aside from the $25 card, there 
are also other options to help the 
entire WLP community. 

For $300, an individual, busi-
ness, or organization “can sponsor 
a day of breakfast..for everyone 
we serve,” White said. “That’s 
very impactful for a lot of people. 
We do about 200 meals a day.”

For $500, a day of lunch can 
be sponsored, and for $150, fresh 
fruit can be provided for a day. 
Each of these three options also 
includes one Mother’s Day card. 

White said that the sale of these 
cards  “gives people something 
very meaningful to give women in 
their lives,” and allows people to 

“honor the women in your life by 
supporting women in need.”

She said that often, people buy 
cards for their wives, sisters, and 
other important women in their 
lives, not just their mothers. 

“You don’t have to be a mother 
to understand the importance of 
caring for each other,” White said.

Additionally, the purchase of 
a Mother’s Day card from WLP 
“spreads our message,” she said, 

as everyone who receives one of 
the cards also receives information 
about WLP and about the artist 
who created the card. 

“It really helps to educate those 
who need to understand…exactly 
the impact of our work,” she said.

To order a card, which can be 
sent blank or personalized with a 
message, visit  womenslunchplace.
org/mothers-day.

Women’s lunch Place Mother’s Day cards have returned

Women’s Lunch Place guest Darcy creating the design for this year’s 
Mother’s Day card. 
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Beacon Hill Civic Association Community Corner

By Dan Murphy

During the five years she spent 

with the Nichols House Museum, 

Laura Cunningham, who stepped 

down from her role as its Curator 

of Collections on March 31 to pur-

sue a new employment opportuni-

ty, said perhaps what she’ll cher-

ish the most from her experience 

there was having the opportunity 

to thoroughly immerse herself in a 

small museum environment.

“At a small museum like the 

Nichols House Museum, each 

position has creative freedom 

besides handling your day-to-day 

responsibilities,” Cunningham 

said, “and as a small museum, 

there’s so much to explore there, 

but there aren’t multiple depart-

ments, which allows for creativity 

and exploring different interests. 

For me, I was really interested in 

learning more about the collection 

and interpreting it, so I focused 

my extra time on research into 

the objects and making it publicly 

available for exhibitions.”

Cunningham, who hails from 

Boston suburbs and earned a BA 

in art history from Boston Univer-

Beacon Hill Garden Club members Leslie Adam, at left, and Alecia 

Manning ushered in spring by planting the window box and the 

Charles Street Post Office at the end of March.

Laura Cunningham, bids farewell 

to the Nichols House Museum

Laura Cunningham, who stepped 

down as Curator of Collections 

March 31 after five years with 

the Nichols House Museum.

SPECIAL DELIVERY

(Cunningham Pg. 3)
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Esplanade 

Association 

holds 20th 

annual meeting

By Dan Murphy

The Esplanade Association 

marked a milestone via Zoom 

on Monday, April 5, when the 

longstanding organization held its 

20th annual meeting.

Michael Nichols, executive 

director of the nonprofit that 

has worked in partnership with 

the Department of Conservation 

and Recreation for the past two 

decades to care for and maintain 

the park, detailed big changes 

already planned for it in 2021, 

including the planned demolition 

of the Charles River Bistro and a 

new paint job – and new shade – 

for the Arthur Fiedler Footbridge 

coming between now and July 1, 

as well as “widespread” landscap-

ing improvements near the State 

Police Barracks to create a new 

entrance to the West End and the 

Museum of Science.

Already in 2021, the Esplanade 

Association launched “Hatched: 

Breaking through the Silence,” a 

15-minute sight and sound expe-

rience led by Boston-based per-

cussionist and composer Maria 

By Seth Daniel

Already sitting in the corner 

office and being the first African 

American and woman to lead the 

City, Acting Mayor Kim Janey 

released a video at 6 a.m. on Tues-

day morning to officially announce 

she would be running for mayor in 

the September Preliminary Elec-

tion.
She joins five other candidates 

who have already announced a 

run for mayor in what will surely 

be a very crowded ballot in Sep-

tember, assuming everyone run-

ning gets the required signatures 

to be placed for consideration on 

the ballot.
In the three-minute video, Janey 

stressed, “we can’t go back, we 

can only go better.”

“The work to address the chal-

lenges we face from COVID-19 

and the racial inequalities that 

have been inherited from cen-

turies of structural racism will 

take longer than a few months to 

change,” she said in a statement 

Save the Date - Beacon Hill 

Civic Association Annual Meet-

ing of Members; Monday, May 

17th via Zoom

The BHCA is thrilled to 

announce that Joseph M. Bagley, 

City Archeologist for the City 

of Boston, will be the keynote 

speaker for our Annual Meeting 

in May. His talk will be titled 

“Wells, Privies, and Diverse His-

tories: The Archaeology of Bea-

con Hill”.
Joe Bagley joined the City 

Archaeology Program in 2011 

as the fourth City Archaeolo-

gist since 1983.  Bagley curates 

a growing repository of archae-

ological collections currently 

housed at the City Archaeology 

Laboratory at 201 Rivermoor 

St. in West Roxbury, acts as the 

review and compliance agent for 

below-ground cultural resources 

in the city, educates the public 

in archaeology through a num-

ber of city programs, manages 

Rainsford Island, and manages 

the Archaeology Programs social 

media platforms.

Joe received his Bachelor’s 

Degree in Archaeology from 

Boston University and a Master’s 

Degree in Historical Archaeolo-

gy from UMass Boston.  While 

a senior at BU he worked at the 

City Archaeology Lab under 

the previous City Archaeologist, 

Ellen Berkland, to analyze the 

Native American artifacts exca-

vated by former City Archaeol-

ogist, Steven Pendery, on Boston 

Common.
Joe has conducted archaeolog-

ical surveys from the woods of 

Maine to the Florida Everglades.  

He specializes in both Native 

American and Historical archae-

ological analysis and the archae-

A History of Boston in 50 

Artifacts by Joseph M. Bagley.

(BhCa Pg. 4)

Acting Mayor Janey 

launches campaign 

for four-year term

Acting Mayor Kim Janey – the 

former Council President – 

announced on Tuesday that she 

will officially join the race for 

mayor.

(JanEy, Pg. 2)
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The American Red Cross of Mas-
sachusetts is on a mission to make 
more than 600 homes across the 
state safer between now and May 8.

Volunteers will meet with resi-
dents by appointment – either vir-
tually or socially-distanced outside 
their homes – to share crucial fire 
safety information, help create an 

escape plan, and practice a two-min-
ute drill. This information is free and 
available to anyone who makes an 
appointment. In some communi-
ties, the Red Cross is working with 
partner fire departments to offer free 
smoke alarm installations when it 
becomes safe to do so.

This effort comes as part of a 
larger national push to educate 
100,000 people about home fire 
safety in high-risk communities. 
Here in Massachusetts, focus cities 
include Worcester, Brockton and 
Quincy, although individuals in any 
city or town (owner or renter) may 
participate.

To sign up for free home fire 
safety education, please visit 
SoundTheAlarm.org/Massachu-
setts. The Red Cross is also looking 
for additional volunteers to train as 
home fire safety educators and offer 
this training in their own communi-
ty. 

The Red Cross of Massachusetts 
is grateful for the support of our 
sponsors, National Grid and Har-
vard Pilgrim. This effort would not 
be possible without the support of 
the focus cities, with special thanks 
to Mayor Joseph Petty of Worcester, 
Mayor Robert Sullivan of Brock-
ton and the Quincy, Worcester and 
Brockton fire departments and 
emergency management teams.

By John Lynds

A popular Beacon Hill bakery 
and cafe that has made a name for 
themselves outside the confines of 
the neighborhood is now featured 
in The Food Lens’s first digital 
cookbook “Dining in Boston”. 

The Food Lens, an online din-
ing resource that helps readers 
discover the best food, drink, and 
happenings in Boston, has includ-

ed a recipe from Flour Bakery + 
Cafe on Cambridge Street. 

The Food Lens’s founders 
Molly Ford and Sarah Jesup also 
compiled more than 38 other rec-
ipes from the area’s best chefs and 
restaurants in an effort to bring 
their readers a new way to expe-
rience local dining at home during 
Covid-19. 

A portion of proceeds from 

Dining in Boston will benefit 
Massachusetts Restaurants Unit-
ed (MRU) to help strengthen and 
support the industry after a chal-
lenging year.

“We find purpose in our work 
to showcase the area’s many tal-
ented chefs every day, but this 
effort feels particularly meaning-
ful as we look back on a year of 
Covid-19 and the devastating toll 
it has taken on the city’s hospital-
ity industry,” said The Food Lens 
Co-Founder, Molly Ford. “Our 
hope is to not only offer our read-
ers with another fun and dynamic 
way to experience their favorite 
spots, but also to give back to the 
restaurant community that we 
love so deeply,” added Co-Found-
er Sarah Jesup. 

The digital cookbook includes 
Beacon Hill’s Flour Bakery + 
Cafe’s recipe for their famous 
“Sticky Sticky Buns”. 

The Food Lens’ digital cook-
book, Dining in Boston is avail-
able for purchase at thefoodlens.
com/shop for $14.00, with 10% 
of every sale contributing to 
MRU’s mission to not only help 
local restaurants survive the pan-
demic, but to keep them open and 
thriving long after the spread of 
Covid-19.

Tuesday-Saturday 10am-6pm 
82 Charles Street  •  Boston, MA 02114 

617.723.7263
dave@davepoutrefineframing.com       www.davepoutrefineframing.com

Dave Poutré fine Framing

The finest quality  
silver heirloom frames.

—Made in America

.999 fine silver.  

The best of the best!

BOSTON
CONSIGNMENT

Furnishings From The FinesT homes

Buy • Consign • enjoy

Bostonconsigns.com
978-969-1115

info@bostonconsigns.com

Beacon Hill restaurants featured in new digital cookbook

The front cover of The Food Lens’s new digital cookbook that features 
a recipe from a popular Beacon Hill bakery and cafe on Cambridge 
Street. 

Are you a healthy man or woman without any chronic illness? Are you age 45 or older?
If yes, you are invited to participate in a research study at the Brigham and Women’s Hospital 
that is looking at the effects of a dietary supplement β-nicotinamide mononucleotide, (a 
dietary component found in various food products) on metabolism, muscle performance, and 
physical function.
• Participation includes up to 12 study visits
• Financial compensation of up to $1700 is provided
• Free parking and meals are also provided.
For more information, please call: 617-525-9193   Or Email: nozimek@bwh.harvard.edu    Or Visit: 

https://rally.partners.org/study/nad_booster • http://hormonesandaging.bwh.harvard.edu/mib/

Clinical Research Study for Healthy 
Men and Women

red Cross aiming to make more 
than 600 homes safer by May 8
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