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BHWF intern
Holly Sullivan
takes next step

By Marianne Salza

High School senior, Holly Sul-
livan, has been the Beacon Hill
Women’s Forum (BHWF) Market-
ing Intern for the past two years,
surrounded by successful busi-
nesswomen who exemplify pro-
fessionalism. Soon, Holly will be
graduating, and aspires to further
expand the business skills that she
has acquired.

“I've learned how to profes-
sionally present myself with a
proper greeting, and respond to
emails,” noted 18-year-old Holly.
“They were good lessons to learn
at a young age.”

Since 2020, Holly has been
involved in creating Neighbor-
hood Narrative content for social
media. Once a month, Holly
would visit a Beacon Hill business
to interview the owner and share
his or her story. Through this proj-
ect, she has developed relation-
ships with local business owners in
her home town.
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Holly Sullivan wearing a Soodee dress outside Follain.

“Everyone said that they got
new clients,” exclaimed Holly,
who now heartily greets indi-
viduals that she has met through
Neighborhood Narrative when
they pass each other on Charles
Street.

Holly’s internship with BHWF
has led to a multitude of opportu-
nities, including a job at Upstairs
Downstairs ~ Antiques,  college
recommendation letters, and a
summer internship, in which she
learned product analysis and

research at a small business that
sells printed beach bags.

“I created my own mock
product. It was a cooler bag for
moms picnicking on the beach,”
described Holly. “They’re produc-
ing it next season.”

Holly has been a fashion and
commercial model with Boston’s
Model Club, Inc. agency for two
years, and has posed for Charles
Street boutiques such as Remy
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Beacon Award
Nominations Requested
The Beacon Hill Civic Asso-
ciation invites the community to
nominate candidates for the 25th
Annual Beacon Award. Institut-

BEACON

HILL

CIVIC ASSOCIATION
1922 t0 2022

ed in 1997 by the BHCA as part
of its Diamond Jubilee Year, the
Beacon Award annually hon-
ors those individuals or groups
deserving of particular recogni-
tion for significant and sustained
contribution to the Beacon Hill

community.
Nomination forms are avail-
able online at www.bhcivic.

org or by calling BHCA at 617-
227-1922. A new form should
be completed for each individ-
ual nomination submitted and
should be returned to the Beacon
Hill Civic Association no later
than Friday, April 4th. Nomina-
tions will be reviewed and a win-
ner will be selected by a commit-
tee composed of representatives
from the BHCA and the commu-
nity at large.

The 2022 Beacon Award will
be presented at the BHCA 100th
Annual Meeting, to be held May
16, 2022 at the Union Club of
Boston.

Use this OR code to purchase
tickets!

49th Annual Beacon Hill Gala -
A Centennial Celebration!
Get your tickets today!

Join us on Saturday, April 2nd,
as we celebrate our 100th year of
Neighbors Helping Neighbors!
Our Centennial Gala will take
place at the beautiful Four Sea-
sons Boston.

For tickets, opportunities to
sponsor or to advertise in our
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Hidden Gardens Tour
returns to In-person

Special to the Times

Spring is bursting forth and so
is the Beacon Hill Garden Club,
which is pleased to announce the
Hidden Gardens of Beacon Hill
Annual Tour will once again take
place in person. The tour will take
place on May 19, from 9 a.m. to §
p.m. rain or shine. Nine beautiful
gardens will be show-cased and
include four that are new to the
tour. The garden at the Sunflower
Castle on Mount Vernon Street is
being featured. It once belonged to
Gertrude Beals Bourne, founder
of the Beacon Hill Garden Club.
There will also be “ribbon” gar-
dens along the self-guided route,

providing a bird’s-eye view into
four lovely neighborhood gardens
that can be seen from the street.
The tour events celebrate the
Beacon Hill Garden Club’s long
tradition of urban gardening and
hands-on maintenance of civic
properties such as Codman Island,
the window box at the Charles
Street Post Office, and the gardens
at the Peter Faneuil House. Ticket
purchases make it possible for the
club to support a wide range of
environmental, conservation and
educational programs such as the
Charles River Watershed Associ-
ation, Emerald Necklace Conser-

(HibDEN GARDENS Pg. 3)

Latest proposal for two-way, protected
bike lanes on Charles Street meets
with strong community response

By Dan Murphy

The latest proposal for bike
lanes on Charles Street submitted
by the Boston Cyclists Union is
eliciting a strong reaction from the
neighborhood, with community
members weighing in both strong-
ly in favor and adamantly against
the plan.

The concept calls for the elim-
ination of one of Charles Street’s
three traffic lanes to allow for the

creation of two adjacent 4-foot
wide, parking-protected, one-
way bike lanes on Charles Street
between Cambridge and Beacon
streets. The two remaining travel
lanes would each measure 10 feet
wide, with a 2% foot buffer, while
parking lanes on both sides of the
street would each be 7 feet wide.
One sidewalk would be 9 feet
wide, and the other 9% feet wide.

(Bike LANE Pg. 10)
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The Boston Cyclists Union is now proposing the elimination of one of
three traffic lanes on Charles Street (seen above) in order to create two-
way, protected bike lanes on the street.
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EDITORIAL

FREEDOM ISN'T FREE

As the ongoing tragedy in Ukraine, fueled by the barbarism of the war
criminal Vladimir Putin, continues to unfold, it is apparent that in addi-
tion to underestimating the fierce and brave resistance of the Ukrainian
people, Putin also failed to anticipate the resolve of free people around
the world to rally in support of the Ukrainians.

Putin clearly had little respect for the West prior to launching his
invasion. He believed that we would care more about maintaining our
creature comforts and cushy lifestyle than we would about the fate of
Ukraine. He assumed that as we watched the carnage from the comfort
of our living rooms, our materialistic instincts would trump any sense
of sympathy that we might have with the Ukrainian people and that we
would not be willing to make sacrifices of any kind in order to support
the Ukrainians in their fight against tyranny.

In short, Putin believed us to be soft, weak, narcissistic, and lacking
empathy.

However, the newfound solidarity of free people and our leaders (with
a few exceptions) around the world in our support of the Ukrainians has
proven Putin to be hugely wrong.

Western businesses willingly have sacrificed billions of dollars and
Western consumers are paying more for their energy -- and just about
everything else -- because of our decision to back the Ukrainians with
both military aid and unprecedented economic sanctions that are taking
a great toll on the Russia war machine.

With dictators on the rise in Russia, China, No. Korea, and Saudi
Arabia (where 81 persons were executed this past weekend), we have
re-learned the lesson that the freedoms we enjoy are something that we
cannot take for granted.

Thanks to Putin, Americans have found a cause that we all can agree
upon -- the right of every person to be free.

The months ahead will not be easy -- though nowhere near as difficult
as they will be for the Ukrainian people -- but Putin's barbarism has illu-
minated a valuable truth that we had ignored for the better part of the

past century: Freedom isn't free.

ENJOY A HAPPY (AND SAFE) ST.
PATRICK'S DAY

Amidst all of the sadness and tragedy in the world today, the arrival
of St. Patrick's Day this Thursday (March 17) will provide a brief and
welcome respite from the terrible news that we see on our televisions
every day.

Although St. Patrick's Day ostensibly is a holiday with religious (Cath-
olic) and ethnic (Irish) connotations, St. Patrick's Day has become a holi-
day for people of all nationalities -- a day when "everybody is Irish" -- to
share camaraderie and good cheer.

This will be the first St. Patrick's Day in three years that we'll be able
to celebrate the holiday collectively now that COVID restrictions are
easing.

We wish all of our readers a happy and safe St. Patrick's Day.

GUEST OP-ED

Ukrainian and American Pain - We must
unplug from Russia and China

Dr. Glenn Mollette

America is no longer buying
energy or vodka from Russia. Rus-
sians can no longer buy a McDon-
ald’s hamburger. They can’t pay
for their gasoline with a Visa,
Mastercard or even an American
Express card. One thousand Ken-
tucky Fried Chicken restaurants
have ceased operations in Russia.
How tough can life become?

For a better picture of a tough
life watch some of the news clips
played daily on most television
stations. See what the Russians are
doing each day to Ukraine. Hospi-
tals are bombed. Babies are mur-
dered. Cities no longer exist. Tens
of thousands have been killed by
the Russian army.

Speculations continue to be
expressed among politicians and
journalists that Russia may be
guilty of war crimes. This seems
like a bad joke. Russia has been
guilty of war crimes from day one.
They don’t care who they kill or
how they kill the innocent people
of Ukraine. They will use any kind
of bomb or chemical to accom-
plish President Vladimir Putin’s
evil whim to bring Ukraine under
Russian rule. They will even accept
weapons from China.

The Times encourages residents
to submit engagement, wedding

and birth announcements, news
releases, business and education
briefs, sports stories and photos
for publication. Items should be
forwarded to our offices at 385
Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.
|tems can also be faxed to 781-
485-1403. We also encourage
readers to e-mail news releases
and photos to

deb@reverejournal.com.

Hopefully we will never buy
another thing from Russia. In the
meantime, the remnant still bat-
tling the Russian Army needs the
full support of NATO in weap-
ons, money and humanitarian aid.
Sadly, for the thousands who have
already been killed it’s too little too
late.

While we are unplugging trade
with Russia we must act accord-
ingly toward China. China is not
our friend. Just like Russia, we
have made China rich with bil-
lions of dollars in trade each year.
Plus, America is in debt, over a
trillion dollars, to China. Stores
across America must put Amer-
ican businesses back to work by
buying as many American made
products as possible. China has
been eyeing Taiwan the same way
Russia has been eyeing Ukraine. If
Russia successfully takes Ukraine
and can survive the aftermath look
for China to invade Taiwan. China
will then control most of the chips
made that runs our cars, phones
and computers.

The next scenario is what hap-
pens to us when Russia and China
combine their efforts toward the
United States? Are we able to with-

stand an attack from Russia and
China? It’s more than we want to
comprehend today. This is why we
must become energy independent.
Why not use our gas, oil and coal
until we have the infrastructure in
place to run electric cars?

In my local community of
250,000 people, I do not know of
one electric car charging station.
Local car dealers say it will be two
to three years before they will have
electric cars to sell. Most American
communities are the same and we
need time for the infrastructure
to catch up. In the meantime, we
should use the resources we have
to run our country independently.

Gasoline prices and inflation
are hurting America but consider
what Russia is doing to Ukraine.
Americans will survive the pain at
the pump if America will go back
to our own sources to supply our
needs.

Glenn Mollette is the publish-
er of Newburgh Press, Liberty
Torch and various other publish-
ing imprints; a national columnist
- American Issues and Common
Sense opinions, analysis, stories
and features appear each week
In over 500 newspapers, websites
and blogs across the United States.
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Apply now for ABCD Summerworks 2022

If you are 14 to 21, income-el-
igible, and live in Boston, you can
earn and learn in the ABCD Sum-
merWorks program this year! Plan
now to spend your summer with
ABCD, working 20 hours a week
in a non-profit organization. You
can earn up to $1,710!

So put money in your pock-
et while receiving outstanding
preparation for future school and
work. Along with work experience
that gives back to the communi-
ty, you participate in career skills
and job-readiness workshops and
receive mentoring and social sup-
ports.

ABCD thanks Mayor Michelle
Wu for her support of ABCD
SummerWorks. “The City of Bos-
ton has been a longtime partner in
this program and we are pleased
to continue that important part-
nership this year, when our youth
need help more than ever,” said
ABCD President/CEO John J.
Drew. Drew said that ABCD plans
to provide more than 1,000 sum-
mer jobs for teens this year.

“Our young people have faced
tremendous challenges during this
pandemic,” said Mayor Michelle
Wu. “The ABCD SummerWorks
program is an essential experience
for young people preparing for
their careers and building commu-
nity. As we approach the summer, I
encourage all of our young people
to apply and get involved with this
valuable program.”

ABCD is reaching out to teens
early this year, encouraging them
to apply to this longstanding pro-
gram with its documented success.
ABCD SummerWorks provides the
chance to work in interesting jobs
with fellow teens and caring adults

while preparing for the career of
their dreams in the work world.
Many successful business, public
service and community leaders
held their first jobs in ABCD Sum-
merWorks!

Past ABCD SummerWorks job
sites include libraries, day camps,
childcare centers, government
offices, non-profit organizations,
local historic sites and more.

The application period began
February 1, so get on board
NOW! Apply online to ABCD
SummerWorks at summerworks.
net. If you have questions, email
summerworksinfo@bostonabcd.
org or call 617-348-6548.

“Our young people have had to
negotiate unprecedented difficul-
ties due to the pandemic and polit-
ical/social/racial upheaval over the
past two years,” said ABCD Pres-
ident/CEO John J. Drew. “They
have had their schools close, their
parents lose jobs, their friend-
ships disrupted. ABCD is putting
together a summer experience that
is safe, meaningful and important
to their lives and careers. We want
then to know that ABCD is here
for them.”

Drew said that ABCD is plan-
ning an in-person, on-site Sum-
merWorks program, but will
follow COVID-19 guidance and
convert to a remote experience if
necessary. The program is sched-
uled to begin the first week in July
and run for six weeks for 20 hours
a week with potential earnings of
$1,710.

Currently ABCD plans to hire
1,000 youth, but the need is far
greater. ABCD and the City of Bos-
ton are calling out to Boston busi-
nesses, funders, non-profit leaders

and philanthropists to step up and
donate funds and/or provide jobs
to ensure that every young person
who wants to work has a job this
summer!

Drew pointed out that past
enrollees often turn their pay-
checks over to their parents to
pay for rent and food. “This is a
program that keeps families going
and fuels the local economy while
making a difference for young
people in every neighborhood,” he
said. “Year after year I have seen it
provide a ticket to future success.”

ABCD is grateful for private
donations to support our youth
programs as well as emergency ser-
vices including food security, rent-
al assistance, and others. To make
a donation, call 617-348-6559,
email give@bostonabcd.org or
visit bostonabed.org/donate.

A non-profit human services
community action organization,
ABCD provides low-income res-
idents in the Boston and Mystic
Valley areas with the tools, sup-
port and resources they need to
transition from poverty to stabil-
ity and from stability to success.
Each year, we’ve served more than
100,000 individuals, elders and
families through a broad range
of innovative initiatives as well
as long-established, proven pro-
grams and services. For more than
50 years, ABCD has been deeply
rooted in every neighborhood
and community served, empow-
ering individuals and families and
supporting them in their quest to
live with dignity and achieve their
highest potential. For more, please
visit bostonabcd.org.

BHCA (from pg. 1)

Gala program, please visit bhcivic.
org, or call us at 617-227-1922.
We look forward to celebrating
with you there!

There’s no better time to become
a Member of the BHCA!

Are you new to Beacon Hill?
This is a great time to join the
BHCA as we begin our Centennial
year celebrations, and a great time
to join in our efforts of Commu-
nity Building, Civic Engagement
and Historic Preservation. You can
become a member at bhcivic.org.

If you are unsure of your mem-
bership status, please call the office
and we will assist.

Save the date!

BHCA Annual Meeting for
Members; Monday, May 16, 6
p.m., Union Club.

DINNER AT HOME?

6 bottles of wine, 20% OFF

ALL DAY, EVERY DAY
Put The Best On Your Table...

HUNTINGTON WINE ¢ SPIRITS

“A world of wines in a neighborhood store...”

Across from the YMCA @ 301 Huntington Ave.
(minutes away on the Green Line)

Delivery Available » 617.536.0164
huntingtonboston.com
SALE ITEMS EXCLUDED

SULLIVAN (from pg. 1)

Collections and Soodee.

She is on the Boston Latin High
School Varsity Volleyball team,
and is a member of a club volley-
ball team in Boston. Over Febru-
ary school vacation, Holly com-
peted in a tournament in Arizona.

As Holly nears the completion
of her position with BHWE, she
believes that it is important for
the next intern to be a hard work-
er who is eager to expand their
minds and network.

“Someone  passionate  who
wants to help businesses,” Holly
suggested. “Through the intern-
ship, I learned so much from the
stores. I know more people.”

Holly plans to study manage-
ment, marketing, and entrepre-
neurship at a New England insti-

tution.

“I want to travel abroad,”
Holly added. “My goal is to man-
age my own business.”

The Beacon Hill Women’s
Forum is accepting applications
for a female intern for the next
season that begins scheduling
in August. The intern must be a
Beacon Hill resident, and be able
to attend monthly meetings start-
ing in September. Responsibilities
include arranging, filming, and
editing content for the Neighbor-
hood Narrative. Apply by email-
ing a resume to Founder Lisa
Macalaster, at LisaMacalaster@
gmail.com, and Co-President
Wendy Oleksiak at WendyO@gib-

sonsir.com.

HIDDEN GARDENS (from pg. 1)

vancy, the Esplanade Association,
and the Student Conservation
Association.

Single tickets are $60, and the
latest edition of the Beacon Hill
Garden Club’s book can be includ-
ed with your tour ticket for a spe-
cial price of $80, both to be picked
up at the information booth the
day of the tour.

The Fifth Annual Soiree, a pre-
view party, will take place in the
lush garden belonging to the

King’s Chapel Parish House
the evening before on Wednes-

day, May 18th. This fun social
event, complete with cocktails
hors d’oeuvres, allows ticket
holders to preview three of the
hidden gardens. The evening will
be once again generously support-
ed by Fiduciary Trust Company.
Advance Soiree tickets are $150.

All tickets are available for pur-
chase at https://'www.beaconhill-
gardenclub.org. Organizers warn
that ticket supply may be limited
this year to comply with city health
guidelines, so it’s best to purchase
tickets early.

HELLO, BEACON HILL NEIGHBORS!

My name is Deborah, and I'm riding in the Boston
Cyclists Union’s biggest annual fundraiser
“Bostreal”, leaving Boston on May 28, 2022.

If you would like to learn more or make a donation,
you can access my secure site at
https://tinyurl.com/two-wheels
or with this QR code:

.'l- I'E

=y

ADVERTISE IN THE TIMES. CALL 781-485-0588
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City of Boston’s COVID-19 state of emergency declaration to end April 1

Mayor Michelle Wu and Dr.
Bisola Ojikutu, Commissioner of
Public Health and Executive Direc-
tor of the Boston Public Health
Commission, today announced
Boston’s COVID-19 Public Health
Emergency Declaration will end
on April 1, 2022. The announce-
ment follows a vote by the Boston
Board of Health during their meet-
ing last week following the rec-
ommendation of Dr. Ojikutu. The
Emergency Declaration has been
in place since March 15, 2020.

“The announcement is a testa-
ment to how Boston came together
in a historically challenging time to
lift up public health and communi-
ty,” said Mayor Michelle Wu. “As
we transition to this next phase of
living with COVID, we will focus
on providing the testing, resources,
and planning to keep our commu-
nities safe and prepared.”

“While the City of Boston is no
longer in a state of emergency, we
must continue to protect our most
vulnerable residents and prepare
for the future,” said Dr. Bisola Oji-
kutu. “Now is the time for us to
use all of the lessons learned from

the pandemic, strengthen commu-
nity partnerships, develop stronger
public health infrastructure, and
ensure an equitable recovery for
all.”

Dr. Ojikutu’s recommendation
to rescind the order is based on
the City’s consistently improving
core COVID-19 metrics, including
community positivity, daily adult
COVID-19 hospitalizations, and
occupied ICU beds. As of March
7, the community positivity rate
is 2.2%, down from a peak of
32% in early January. Daily adult
hospitalizations have also steadily
declined and are now down to 94
after peaking at 769 in mid-Janu-
ary. The percentage of occupied
ICU beds has been consistently
below the Commission’s 95%
threshold of concern over the last
few weeks.

During their meeting, Boston
Public Health Commission officials
provided a recommended frame-
work for Boston Public Schools
to use in determining when to lift
the school masking requirement.
Dr. Sarimer Sanchez from BPHC’s
Infectious Diseases Bureau advised

reviewing the school masking
policy when the number of pos-
itive COVID-19 tests per day in
Boston falls below 10 cases per
day per 100,000 residents while
considering  other COVID-19
metrics. BPHC is also encourag-
ing development of “mask friend-
ly” policies for students and staff
and increasing access to vaccines
in school communities. The cur-
rent COVID-19 daily case inci-
dence is approximately 13 cases
per 100,000 residents in Boston.
The final decision on revising the
school mask policy will be made
by Boston Public Schools.

The consistently improving
metrics also mean the City of Bos-
ton and the Boston Public Health
Commission can shift their focus
to longer-term planning and pre-
paredness efforts, developing a
roadmap to handle future surges
and pandemics, while continu-
ing to support ongoing efforts to
increase access to vaccinations and
testing.

The Boston Public Health
Commission declared a state of
emergency at the beginning of the

COVID-19 pandemic, a decision
made in consultation with infec-
tious disease and public health
emergency preparedness experts at
the Commission as well as the City
and other emergency prepared-
ness, public health, and health-
care experts. The Declaration was
instrumental in Boston establish-
ing an incident command structure
and deploying staff and resources
to perform crisis response and
healthcare coordination functions
throughout the pandemic.

“Based on the data, it is clear to
the Board that the emergency dec-
laration is no longer necessary,”
said Manny Lopes, Chair of the
Boston Board of Health. “I am
proud to have worked with Mayor
Wu and Dr. Ojikutu, who led with
science and made the hard but nec-
essary decisions that kept our city
safe and on the path to a much
brighter future. The Board looks
forward to our continued partner-
ship with the City as we monitor
the pandemic and help guide the
city toward recovery.”

Despite lower case numbers,
BPHC cautions residents that

COVID-19 is still transmissible,
and can result in severe illness and
hospitalization, especially for the
city’s most vulnerable residents.
The Commission recommends
residents protect themselves and
those around them by getting
vaccinated, boosted, and wearing
masks indoors if they are at high
risk for severe illness or if they will
be around individuals who are.
There are many people in Boston
who are vulnerable to COVID-
19, including individuals who are
immunocompromised,
and those who are unvaccinated,
including young children. Wearing
a well-fitting mask or respirator
while indoors minimizes your risk
of getting infected with COVID-
19 and spreading it to others.
Face coverings are still required
on public transportation and at
transportation hubs, Boston Public
Schools, health care settings, con-
gregate care facilities, emergency
shelter programs, and correctional
facilities.

seniors,

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Division
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION
NOTICE
Docket No.
SU21P1861EA
Estate of:
David H. Morse
Date of Death:
February 6, 2021
To all persons interested in
the ahove captioned estate by
Petition of Petitioner Susan P.
McWhinney-Morse of Boston, MA.
AWill has been admitted to
informal probate.
Susan P. McWhinney-Morse of
Boston, MA has been informally
appointed as the Personal Rep-
resentative of the estate fo serve
without surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered
under informal procedure by the
Personal Representative under
the Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without supervision
by the Court. Inventory and
accounts are not required fo he
filed with the Court, but interest-
ed parties are entitled to nofice
regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any

matter relating to the estate,
including distribution of assets
and expenses of adminisiration.
Inferested parties are enfitled to
pefition the Court to institute for-
mal proceedings and fo obtain
orders terminafing or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained

from the Petitioner.
3/11/12
BH

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF
PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF
A GUARDIAN FOR
INCAPACITATED
PERSON PURSUANT
TOG.L. . 1908,
§5.304
Docket No.
SU22P0431GD
In the matter of:
Giacomo Massaro
0f: East Boston, MA
RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated
Person

To the named Respondent and
all other interested persons,

a petition has been filed by
Massachusetts General Hospital
of Boston, MA in the above
captioned matter alleging that
Giacomo Massaro is in need

of a Guardian and requesting
that Annette Debilio of Saugus,
MA (or some other person) he
appointed as Guardian to serve
Without Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the court fo
determine that the Respondent is
incapacitated, that the appoint-
ment of a Guardian is necessary,
and that the proposed Guardian
is appropriate. The pefition is

on file with this court and may
contain a request for cerfain
specific authority.

You have the right to object to
this proceeding. If you wish to
do so, you or your atforney must
file a written appearance af this
court on or before 10:00 A.M. on
the return date of 04/14/2022.
This day is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline date by which
you have o file the written
appearance if you object fo the
petition. I you fail o file the
written appearance by the return
date, action may be taken in this
matter without further notice

to you. In addition to filing the
written appearance, you or your
attorney must file a written
affidavit stating the specific facts
and grounds of your objection

within 30 days after the return
date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this proceeding
may limit or completely take
away the above-named person’s
right to make decisions about
personal affairs or financial af-
fairs or both. The above-named
person has the right to ask for a
lawyer. Anyone may make this
request on behalf of the above-
named person. If the above-
named person cannot afford a
lawyer, one may be appointed at
State expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: March 08, 2022

Felix D. Arroyo,

Register of Probate

3/17/22
BH

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
FORMAL

ADJUDICATION

Docket No.

SU22P0339EA

Estate of:

Ronald G.

Tompkins

Date of Death:

01/17/2022

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Probate of
Will with Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative has been
filed by Denise M. Tompkins of
Boston, MA requesting that the
court enter a formal Decree and
Order and for such other relief
as requested in the Pefition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Denise M. Tompkins of Boston,
MA be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain a
copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object fo this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file o written
appearance and objection af this
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the
return day of 04/14/2022.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and

objection followed by an aoffi-
davit of objections within thirty
(30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further nofice o you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in an
unsupervised administration is
not required to file an inventory
or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons inferested in

the estate are entitled to notice
regarding the administration
directly from the Personal Rep-
resentative and may petition the
Court in any matter relating to
the estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expenses of
administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: March 11, 2022

Felix D. Arroyo

Register of Probate

317/
BH

LEGAL NOTICE
ExteNet Systems, Inc. proposes
to construct eight replacement
light pole telecommunications
structures ranging from 22
to 27 feet tall within Boston,
Suffolk County, Massachusetts.
The proposed poles would be

located near 1-25 Emerson
Place (42.364192, -71.068700),
57-61 Salem Street (42.363197,
-71.056097), 65 Martha Road
(42.365756, -71.065329),
226-250 Causeway Street
(42.366528, -71.059381), Off
Cambridge Street (42.356918,
-71.073441), Off Beacon Street
(42.357211, -71.064522),
1144-1146 Washington Street
(42.343647,-71.066028), and
154-162 Massachusetts Avenue
(42.346365, -71.086688).
ExteNet Systems, Inc. invites
comments from any interested
party on the impact the proposed
undertaking may have on any
districts, sites, buildings, struc-
tures, or objects significant in
American history, archaeology,
engineering, or culture that are
listed or determined eligible for
listing in the National Register
of Historic Places. Comments
may be sent o Environmental
Corporation of America, ATTN:
Annamarie Howell, 1375 Union
Hill Industrial Court, Suite A,
Alpharetta, GA 30004 or via
email to publicnotice@eca-usa.
com. Ms. Howell can be reached
at (770) 667-2040 x 405
during normal business hours.
Comments must be received
within 30 days of the date of this
notice. 22-000529/KEB

3/17/22
BH

TO ADVERTISE IN THE TIMES CALL 781-485-0588
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Spring is still a week away, but
after a very long winter of every-
one's discontent, East Coast Ivy
Boutique at 88 Charles St. is more
than ready to herald in the new
season.

Like the first crocus of spring,
owner Greta Belsole has wasted
no time by creating a spectacular
spring window. The must-see win-
dow has already attracted several
photographers.

With a week and a half to go,
she has framed every square inch
of her window in bountiful spring
flowers of every color and hue

East Coast Ivy Boutique floral display frames the window and show-
cases the many chic and colorful clothing, accessories and jewelry it is

known for.

EAST COAST IVY BOUTIQUE HERALDS THE SPRING

urging spring to show its own col-
ors. Greta's floral display frames
her window and showcases the
many chic and colorful clothing,
accessories and jewelry she is
known for.

Blossom by blossom the color-
ful spring begins and fashion by
new fashion Greta's boutique is
ready to outfit all in the greatest
of style. Spring is nature's way of
saying, “let's party.”

Greta agrees and looks forward
to welcoming the spring with you
in mind.

MARK DUFFIELD PHOTOS

Owner Greta Belsole looks forward to, and is ready to welcome spring.

Boston
Consignment

Furnishings from the
Finest Homes

978-969-1115
Visit us online bostonconsigns.com|

BREWSTER & BERKOWITZ
REAL EsTATE

Winner of ]| )
Best of Home Eq Sally Brewster 0 DD 0 Ron Berkowitz
Awards 2018, = Betsey Barrett %, L % Mary Dunlavey
2019, 2020,

2021 [m] 0 DD 0

121 Mt. Vernon Street ® Boston, Massachusetts 02108
www.brewberk.com

617.367.0505

Sales Rentals

Please Recycle

The Boston Society of the New Jerusalem at the Church on the Hill Presents:

THE FUTURE OF LIFE AND FAITH

Join us virtually or in-person Church on the Hill and veteran Boston journal-
ist Christopher Lydon for the first in a series of conversations about the
future of life and faith in Massachusetts and beyond. To learn more, visit
our website or scan the QR code below

$885/month
617-546-5444

VALET FOR YOUR
TOWNHOUSE OR CONDO

Call or text for your car.
Garage spot included.
NO MORE HASSLE

membership@theacornclub.com [=]

)7 pm | March 17, 2022 @140 Bowdoin Street, Beacon Hill

Christopher Lydon hosts the
WBUR program Open Source,
and has for decades been a
presence on Boston public
radio and television. He has
been a reporter for The New
York Times, the host of The
Ten O'Clock News on WGBH
TV, and the co-founder and
host of The Connection on
WBUR.

Rev. Nancy Taylor has been
the senior minister and chief
executive officer at Old South
Church in Copley Square
since 2005. Prior to that, she
served for five years as minis-
ter and president of the Mas-
sachusetts Conference of the
UCC.

Learn More:
Upcoming Events in the Series

Andrea Campbell _  Rev. Emmett G Price lll :-
April 7@7 PM y April 28 @7 PM ¢

A

VISIT WWW.BEACONHILLTIMES.COM

617.523.4575 INFO@CHURCHONTHEHILLBOSTON.ORG WWW.CHURCHONTHEHILLBOSTON.ORG
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BHWF WELCOMES DR. LAEL YONKER TO MARCH GATHERING

By Ariana Hanley

The Beacon Hill Women’s
Forum (BHWF) welcomed mem-
bers and neighbors at the Hamp-
shire House on March 8, for cock-
tails, light appetizers, and a won-
derful speaker. The Neighborhood
Narrative this month featured
Paws on Charles! Paws on Charles
is a new boutique pet shop located
at 123 Charles Street. Offering a
wide range of treats, food, toys,
leashes, collars, and apparel for all
of our pets, this pet store is a must
see! Let’s face it, every one of our
furry friends deserves a new ward-
robe or something tasty to excite
the taste buds!

BHWEF was thrilled to present
a New England native, Dr. Lael
Yonker, MD, as our March Forum
speaker. Lael Yonker, MD is a
pediatric pulmonary physician-sci-
entist, committed to improving the
care of children with pneumonia
and respiratory diseases. Given
the timeliness of Dr. Yonkers
knowledge and specialty with the
COVID-19 situation since early
2020, she focused her conversa-
tion at the Forum on children and
the COVID-19 pandemic. Since
the outset of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, she has led the Pediatric
COVID-19 Biorepository at the
Massachusetts General Hospital
and has helped shape our under-
standing of how SARS-CoV-2
affects newborns, infants, children
and young adults. Her research
focuses on inflammatory respons-
es to airway infections and she is
investigating the impacts of viral
load and immune responses in
children with SARS-CoV-2 infec-
tion or the late COVID-19-related
inflammatory illness, Multisystem
Inflammatory Syndrome in Chil-
dren (MIS-C).

e A

FABLE
ANTIQUES

|

L)

FRESH INVENTORY

Early 19th c. Mahogany English Serving Table

93 Charles Street * Boston, MA
617-936-3008

Follow us @fabledantiques
Open Mon-Sat 11-6, Sun 12-5

Although Dr. Yonker has made
incredible headway with her
research and studies surrounding
COVID-19, the pandemic was
very stressful and difficult for
her personally. She credits her
extremely supportive husband for
getting through the past couple of
years. She also had constant moti-
vation from mentors who encour-
aged her to keep going and doing
good research on children.

With an unimaginable love for
children and as a mother of two
school aged children, Lael has
immense dedication to helping the
next generation.

The Beacon Hill Women’s

Forum is a nonprofit organization
established to help bring women
in and around Beacon Hill togeth-
er to form a close community of
support and inspiration. We wel-
come a speaker, always a woman

Amy Tsurumi, Co-President, Holly Sullivan, Marketing Intern, Lael
Yonker, MD, guest speaker, and Cindy Sullivan, Programs Director.

Jackie Knapp and Richelle Gewertz.

with a unique, formidable story to
tell, to our monthly Forums which
meet on the second Tuesday of the
month at the Hampshire House
from 6pm to 8pm (social hour,
followed by the program starting

at 7pm sharp). Visit The Beacon
Hill Women’s Forum website to
learn more about our membership
options.  www.beaconhillwom-
ensforum.org.

PHOTOS BY MARIANNE SALZA

Jackie Knapp, Jessie Stanley, and Erika Lozeau.

Boston Antiques

& Lampshades

[y
I

)

119 Charles Street - Boston

BostonAntiques@yahoo.com

Custom paper
& fabric shades
Affordable silk
shades
Fine antiques
& Jewelry

617-367-9000

UPSTAIRS
DOWNSTAIRS
HOME

7 ROOMS FILLED WITH
NEW AND OLD ART,
ANTIQUES & HOME DECOR

We buy antiques
and pick up!

69 CHARLES ST.,BOSTON MA, 02114 | 617-367-1950
LAURAUPSTAIRSDOWNSTAIRS @ GMAIL.COM
UPSTAIRSDOWNSTAIRSANTIQUES

VISIT WWW.BEACONHILLTIMES.COM
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BHWF WELCOMES DR. LAEL YONKER TO MARCH GATHERING

Amy Tsurumi, Co-President, Lael Yonker, MD, guest speaker, and Lisa

Macalaster, Founder.

Lael Yonker, MD, guest speaker, Michelle Burian, and Amy Tsurumi,

Co-President.

Amy Tsurumi, Co-President, Mimi Sun, Eva Lichtenberger, and Sandra Gilpatrick.

Mimi Sun, Susan Symonds, Sandra Gilpatrick, Wendy Oleksiak, Co-President, and Jinah Kim.

Varmer weather warning: be mindful of outdoor smoking hazards

With a week of warmer weath-
er in the forecast, State Fire Mar-
shal Peter J. Ostroskey is asking
residents to be mindful of the fire
hazards when smoking outdoors.

“We’ve got some nice weather
in the forecast this week, and after
a long winter everyone wants to
spend a little more time outdoors,”
said State Fire Marshal Ostros-
key. “If you still smoke, please be

mindful of the fire hazards when
you step out to smoke on a stair-
way, porch, or balcony.”

Fires often start when smokers
drop butts in planters or near the
side of buildings, where dried veg-
etation, mulch, or debris can catch
fire. They can also start when cig-
arettes are ground out on railings,
steps, or floors, allowing embers to
drift and ignite flammable materi-

als. In a densely built neighbor-
hood, that fire can quickly spread
to other buildings and put many
people at risk.

“There are no smoke alarms
on the outside of the house, so an
exterior fire can grow to a danger-
ous size before anyone is aware
of it,” State Fire Marshal Ostros-
key said. “There’s no safe way to
smoke, but if you must smoke then

do it responsibly. Use a sturdy ash-
tray with water or sand and put it
out, all the way, every time.”

The Department of Fire Ser-
vices created a series of video and
audio clips to promote the proper
disposal of smoking materials on
porches and balconies. They are
available in English and Spanish
for fire departments, fire educa-
tors, social service providers, and

state or municipal agencies to use
free of charge. Visit the DFS You-
Tube channel at www.youtube.
com/DFSOSFM  and  view the
Smoking Fire Safety playlist.

“Of all the smoking safety steps
you can take, the most effective
one is to quit,” said State Fire
Marshal Ostroskey. “You’ll enjoy
many more years of fresh air.”

ADVERTISE IN THE TIMES. CALL 781-485-0588
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Esplanade Association commissions “Frozen in Life” — a botanical ice sculpture gallery

The Esplanade Association
announced today Frozen in Life,
a three-day open-air sculpture
gallery at Fiedler Field on the
Charles River Esplanade. Visitors
to this outdoor gallery will expe-
rience the breadth and beauty
of the Esplanade’s plant species
through 40+ sculptures created by
Weston-based artist Anna Thurb-
er. Three seasons of Esplanade
plants, all handpicked by the art-
ist in 2021, are suspended in the
ice, encouraging contemplation,
conversation, and appreciation for
the Esplanade’s plant biodiversity.
Frozen in Life is free and open to
the public and was created in part-
nership with the Massachusetts
Department of Conservation &
Recreation. Frozen in Life will be
viewable daily 10am to 4pm, from
March 18 - March 20, 2022.

Frozen in Life is the sixth
offering in the Esplanade Associ-
ation’s public art program, which
includes four art murals currently
on view in locations throughout
the 3.2-mile linear park, as well
as Hatched: Breaking through the
Silence, a four-week illumination
and sound experience shown at the
DCR Hatch Shell in 2021.

“We are delighted to present
Anna Thurber’s poignant works
that will for the first time bring
together an entire year’s worth
of peak blooms on the Esplanade
while demonstrating the park’s
beauty in enchanting ice sculp-
tures,” offered Michael Nichols,
Executive Director of the Espla-
nade

Association. “We believe Fro-
zen in Life will create lasting mem-
ories for visitors who join us on the

DAVE POUTRE
FINE FRAMING

Tuesday-Saturday 10am-6pm
82 Charles Street
Boston, MA 02114

617.723.7263

dave@davepoutrefineframing.com
www.davepoutrefineframing.com

SEND US YOUR
NEWS

The Times encourages residents
to submit engagement, wedding

and birth announcements, news
releases, business and education
briefs, sports stories and photos
for publication. Items should be
forwarded to our offices at 385
Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.
|tems can also be faxed to 781-
485-1403. We also encourage
readers to e-mail news releases
and photos to

deb@reverejournal.com.

Esplanade to take in the beauty of
this one-of-a-kind exhibit before
it’s gone.”

Frozen in Life is composed of
more than 40 sculptures show-
casing a selection of plants from
the Esplanade, carefully placed
in dynamic arrangements that
instantly evoke the rhythm of the
seasons. From Spring’s first buds,
to the bright blooms of Summer, to
Autumn’s colorful leaves, Thurb-
er’s sculptures take viewers on
a journey through dozens of the
Esplanade’s plant species — each
perfectly encapsulated in solid
ice. The exhibit further showcas-
es the fragility of plant life on the
Esplanade at a time when climate
change is impacting biodiversity in
Boston and beyond.

“The lifecycle of flowers ani-
mates me and drives me to docu-

ment the process as I capture the
flowers, seed pods, full blooms,
and spent petals”, says multidisci-
plinary artist Anna Thurber. “The
temporary nature of the pieces I
create is essential to the process.
My time and energy are reduced to
a pool of water and soggy stems,
mirroring the rhythm of the sea-
sons.”

Public art has become a core
element of the Esplanade Asso-
ciation’s mission to support the
ongoing health and vitality of the
64-acre Charles River Esplanade
through capital restoration work,
park improvement projects, horti-
cultural care, public programming,
concessions enhancements, volun-
teer engagement, and much more.
In total, the Esplanade Association
has raised more than $19 mil-
lion towards this mission, which

is accomplished through a pub-
lic-private partnership with DCR.
In 2021, EA celebrated twenty
years of successful stewardship
and collaboration between the
Esplanade Association and DCR.

Learn more, view accompa-
nying content, and find deeper
engagement with the exhibition
at www.FrozeninLife.com, and at
www.Esplanade.org/Frozen.

On foot, along the Esplanade.
Fiedler Field cannot be accessed
by car. There is no site parking or
rideshare drop off on site. Nearest
MBTA stops include Arlington
(Green Line, 0.6m), Charless MGH
(Red Line, 0.6m), and Charles
Street at Beacon Street (43 bus,
0.5m). For more information on
how to access the Esplanade, visit
https://esplanade.org/the-espla-
nade/map-directions/.

Beacon Hill’s weekly COVID positive decreases

By John Lynds

Three weeks after the city’s “B
Together” policy, which required
patrons and staff of certain indoor
spaces to show proof of vaccina-
tion against COVID-19, was can-
celed and a week after the city’s
indoors mask mandate was lifted,
the weekly positive test rate in
Beacon Hill and surrounding areas
decreased while the city’s test rate
increased slightly.

While new cases were on a
steady decline for weeks now,
the recent uptick in cases in some
neighborhoods is something city
health officials are sure to keep a
watchful eye on and make adjust-
ments if needed.

However, Mayor Michelle Wu
and Dr. Bisola Ojikutu, Commis-
sioner of Public Health and Exec-
utive Director of the Boston Public
Health Commission, announced
last week Boston's COVID-19

2:00 pm-5:00 pm

Featvring Wines from:

HANGTIME

617-523-4343

< Discounts on sampled bottles

P
Saturday, April 2nd 1~ Friday, April 8th

4:00 pm - 7:00 pm

Featvring Wines from:

MARTIGNETTI

DeLuca’s Market | 11 Charles Street

Wine Tastings are Back!

< Springtime wine pairing samples
4 Lite bites and snacks

Join us to re-lau.hc‘h tasting events at our Wine Cellar

Friday, April 15th
4:00 pm-7:00 pm

Featvring Wines from:

CHARLES RIVER WINE

Public Health Emergency Declara-
tion will end on April 1,2022. The
announcement follows a vote by
the Boston Board of Health during
their meeting last Wednesday.

"Today's announcement is a
testament to how Boston came
together in a historically challeng-
ing time to lift up public health
and community," said Wu. "As
we transition to this next phase of
living with COVID, we will focus
on providing the testing, resources,
and planning to keep our commu-
nities safe and prepared."

Last week, 1,104 Beacon Hill,
Back Bay, North End, West End
and Downtown residents were
tested for the virus last week and
3.1 percent were positive--this
was a 6 percent decrease from the
3.3 percent that tested positive
as reported by the Boston Public
Health Commission (BPHC) on
March 7.

Thirty-four  additional  resi-
dents contracted the virus between
March 7 and March 14 and there
are now 9,216 confirmed cases in
the neighborhood since the start of
the pandemic.

According to the BPHC 12,655
residents were tested citywide
last week and 2.4 percent were
COVID positive--this was a 4 per-
cent increase from the 2.3 percent

that reportedly tested positive for
the week ending on March 7.

The statistics released by
the BPHC as part of its weekly
COVID19 report breaks down
the number of cases and infection
rates in each neighborhood. It also
breaks down the number of cases
by age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases of coro-
navirus increased 0.38 percent last
week and went from 166,087
cases to 166,722 confirmed since
the start of the pandemic.

There were four additional
deaths in Boston from the virus in
the past week and the total num-
ber of COVID deaths is now at
1,431. Deaths decreased 55.5 per-
cent in Boston last week with five
less deaths compared to the nine
deaths reported by the BPHC two
weeks ago.

"While the City of Boston is no
longer in a state of emergency, we
must continue to protect our most
vulnerable residents and prepare
for the future," said Dr. Ojikutu.
"Now is the time for us to use all
of the lessons learned from the
pandemic, strengthen communi-
ty partnerships, develop stronger
public health infrastructure, and
ensure an equitable recovery for

all."

Want Neighborhood News

delivered right to your hands?

Subscribe to The Beacon Hill Time’s
Newsletter and never miss a thing!

Visit thebeaconhilltimes.com or scan the QR Code
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Real Estate Transfers Att ention to D et all
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE PHOTOS AND TEXT BY PENNY CHERUBINO
BACK BAY THIS WEEK'S ANSWER
Sanders, Bruce Lilly Columbia LP 180 Beacon St #5F $1,750,000
Deutsch, Sarah Evan M Kushner LT 300 Boylston St #511 $1,200,000
29 Commonwelth Ave 5 LLC 29 Hexagon LLC 29 Commonwealth Ave #5 $9,950,000
Paolini, John F Kosmo, Thomas 160 Commonwealth Ave #418 1,600,000
Carryl, Sophia S 280 Commonwealth Ave LLC 280 Commonwealth Ave #62  $610,000
Pedain, Christoph Cullen, Michael M 434 Marlborough St $4,075,000
BEACON HILL
Ryan, Connor Purdue, Gary L 9 Hawthorne Pl #5E $819,000 SR . Y _,
Young FT Pamela W Ward T 2010 51 Mount Vernon St #4 $1,190,000 T e Ma——
Kobylka, Justin Bligh, Heather 129 Myrtle St #129 $660,000 OFFICE | FOR
Sieczkiewicz, Gregory Chaves, Paulin § 2 Phillips St #4 $585,000 SPACE 1 LEASE
Kobylka, Justin Bligh, Heather 80 Revere St #8 $660,000
21 South Russell St LLC Anderson, Cynthia L 21 S Russell St $2,375,000
BAY VILLAGE/SOUTH END/KENMORE
Frazier, Sarah R Cornella, Lauren ) 3 Appleton St #602 $1,600,000
Michaels, Jordan Kassler One Charles NT 1 Charles St S #1002 $1,000,000
Hoey, Brendan R Stern, Adam V 700 Harrison Ave #406 $449,000
Kljat, Angelina Manganella, Luciano 62 Queensherry St #404 $557,500
Chen, Yang Khoshkhoo, Sattar 378-386 Riverway #378-6 §710,000
Gadoury, William J Kogan, Howard M 225 Shawmut Ave #2 $2,000,000
Peterson, Jeremy D Crisler, Williom J 574-580 Tremont St #7 $410,000
Glynn, Tricia M Todaro, Joseph G 14 Union Park 58,550,000
Prockop, Susan E Brian A Riordon LT 88 Wareham St #401 $680,000
Hogarty, Nicole A Allied Residences LLC 88 Wareham St #503 $752,000 S
Herron, Gina M Himmelstein, Marty 1180-1200 Washington St #218  S1,675,000 -
The gilded scroll in the last clue is on 45 Bromfield Street the new home
WATERFRONT/DOWNTOWN o ot e Boston b, ronfl P, s sty stor b
Gold RT Tau, Nguyet 717 Atlantic Ave #1D $985,000 name, Appelboom. This company is from The Netherlands and has
Averill, John Boulevard Broad St LLC 110 Broad St #504 2675000 " than 30 years of experience in fine writing insiruments.
Liu, Changhua Haliday RT 65 E India Row #19H §725,000 Zﬂﬁ;f%;’fﬁéﬁiififlzdéffcfﬁn d%j]ﬁ o ZUSZZZ Sl;‘fcjnfmwed? Send
MHPM Hldg LLC Fang, Zhiguang 1 Franklin St #1611 §1,205,000
Pardus, David J Oconnor, Kevin 1 Franklin St #3404 $3,575,000
Mcguiggan, Edward F Conway, Thomas 121 Fulton St #4 $660,000
Kneeland Tyler LLC Kneeland 72 Realty LLC 64-72 Kneeland St 56,805,000

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates
reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

617-723-3296

JOHN J. RECCA JS¥N0\Q5i08 GQee‘fconE/t?nZ Vﬁi’e
;( PAINTING \! PLUMBING= HEATING, IR
Interior/Exterior Meeting all your SERVICES INCLUDE:

Commercial/Residential 5 . .
mechanical needs * PC support & networking of all types with
Fully Insured focus on secure Internet access (wired & wireless),
Quality Work * broadband router & firewall technology,

* virus detection/prevention,
* spam control & data security/recovery.

617-241-9664
¥617-515-2933




PAGE 10

THE BEACON HILL TIMES

MARCH 17, 2022

BIKE LANE (from pg. 1)

While a conceptual diagram of
the proposed Charles Street bike-
lane configuration found on the
Boston Cyclists Union website
indicates that the bike lanes would
be located in one of the travel lanes
adjacent to the sidewalk, Alex
Shames, community organizer
for the group, said the decision
regarding which of the three traffic
lanes would be eliminated to create
the bike lanes is still in flux as the
group hasn’t heard back from the
city yet regarding their preference.

“The factors that are import-
ant to the Beacon Hill community
are that it’s two way, fully sepa-
rated from cars and pedestrians,
and that it’s connected from both
ends,” said Shames. “We’ve heard
from businesses that they need
to preserve parking and loading
zones, so that’s also our priority.”

Besides the plan for bike lanes
on Charles Street, which was cre-
ated by a North End resident, the
Boston Cyclist Unions other “sig-
nature campaigns” propose bike
lanes for the Arborway in Jamai-
ca Plain; Massachusetts Avenue
South (Dorchester, Roxbury, and
the South End); and Malcolm X
Boulevard in Roxbury.

Over the summer, the Boston
Cyclists Union launched an online
petition (found at https://secure.
everyaction.com/vpelc2mfUEWN-
wBFiBhNXjw2) in support of its
proposal for bike lanes on Charles
Street.

“Currently,  Charles  Street
between the Charless MGH T sta-
tion and the Public Garden/Boston
Common represents a significant
gap in the bike lane infrastructure
in Boston,” the petition reads in
part. “South-bound cyclists must
contend with three lanes of car
traffic to pass through the neigh-
borhood, while north-bound rid-
ers have no safe route through
Beacon Hill—especially with the
closure of Fiedler Footbridge—and
must either bike against traffic or
circumnavigate the neighborhood
altogether. This link is key to con-
necting downtown Boston to the
Longfellow Bridge, which was
recently redesigned to accommo-
date a protected bike lane, and
Cambridge beyond.”

As of Tuesday, March 15, the
petition had garnered 1,235 sig-
natures towards a target of 1,500
signatures, although only 142 of
these signatures were from Beacon
Hill residents.

The Boston Cyclists Union has
10,000 names in its database, said
Shames, and the petition likely
reached many of them, regardless
of the neighborhoods where they
live, and they signed the petition.

“One hundred forty-two if the
number that’s important to me,
and we’ll say 142 Beacon Hill res-

idents [support the plan] when we
go to the city,” said Shames.

Kalli Catcott, a Hancock Street
resident since 2017 and resident
of the neighborhood since 2011,
as well as the member of the Bos-
ton Cyclists Union who started
the online petition, is among those
who support the proposed bike
lanes on Charles Street.

Catcott travels down Charles
Street almost every weekday on
a cargo-bike, commuting to and
from work over the Longfellow
Bridge, and picking up and drop-
ping off her two children each day
at the Advent School and at day-
care near Tufts Medical Center,
respectively. Since biking is her pri-
mary mode of transportation, she
also bikes to the grocery store and
on other errands.

“There are several reasons I am
in favor of a two-directional bike
lane,” Catcott wrote in an email.
“First, safety. As a bike commuter
in the city, I have firsthand experi-
ence of how some car-drivers don't
notice or check for bicycles while
changing lanes or making turns. A
well-designed bike lane significant-
ly reduces the chances of car-to-
bike crashes.

Second, access. Currently, there
are not any good bike routes to get
from the south-side of the neigh-
borhood back to the north slope.
The counterflow part of a bike lane
would fix that.”

Moreover, Catcott wrote, “I try
to talk a lot of people into com-
muting by bike. The number one
reason I hear from folks as to why
they won't is lack of bike lanes. T
know not everyone is comfortable
biking on the street with car traf-
fic and a bike lane down Charles
street will provide access to those
riders.”

In conclusion, Catcott wrote:
“Third, people-friendly Charles
Street. I'm a Beacon Hill resi-
dent and my family walks down
Charles Street all the time. As cur-
rently designed, Charles Street is
five lanes of cars. That is a lot of
cars for what is supposed to be a
street that is great for strolling. I'd
love for the street to feel less like
a parking lot. A bike lane would
help in this, and even provide a lit-
tle breathing room for folks walk-
ing on the sidewalk.”

If two-directional bike lanes
were installed on Charles Street,
Catcott said she expects to use them
every day, “since there would be a
way to get northbound through
the neighborhood on bike.”

Zach Gold, a Myrtle Street res-
ident who bikes nearly every day
as his primary mode of transpor-
tation, would also like to see bike
lanes on Charles Street.

“I became involved with the
Boston Cyclists Union specifically

h
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A conceptual rendering showing the two-way, protected bike lanes being proposed for Charles Street by the

Boston Cyclists Union.

to advocate for a protected, two-
way bike lane on Charles Street,”
Gold wrote in an email. “Charles
Street has five lanes dedicated to
cars-three for driving and two for
parking-which is a dangerous and
hostile environment for cyclists.
Even though it is a route that I
would take often, I now walk my
bike along Charles Street because
I simply do not feel safe riding
alongside so many cars without a
bike lane.”

Gold added, “I support this pro-
posal because our reliance on cars
is harmful to the environment and
contributes to the dire effects of
climate change. Improved bicycle
infrastructure is key to reducing
emissions and decarbonizing Bos-
ton’s transportation system.

“The bottom line is that Charles
Street needs a protected, two-way
bike lane to improve the safety of
the street, the accessibility of the
neighborhood, and the sustainabil-
ity of the city,” Gold concluded.

Michelle Gurel, a member of
the Boston Cyclists Union for more
than a decade, as well as a Jamaica
Plain resident who makes the sev-
en-mile trek to her job as a nurse at
Mass General Hospital via bicycle
every day, weather permitting, is
another voice in favor of bike lanes
on Charles Street.

“I used to contraflow
ride down Charles Street, but after
going to a Beacon Hill neighbor-
hood meeting several years ago
and hearing how it bothered them,
I began riding the sidewalk along
the Storrow Drive off ramp to
Charles Circle,” Gurel wrote in
an email. “Folks that walk them-
selves, strollers and dogs don’t love
bikes along that sidewalk, but they
have been flexible about sharing
the only safe passage inbound pas-
sageway along the off ramp. We
do ride home with traffic along
Charles Street - thus my desire for
a two-way bike lane.”

Gurel, who, along with her
husband, regularly visits Charles
Street to shop and dine, added:
“Charles Street is a lovely place
that is dear to my heart. I can see
the potential it could have to be

less of a car highway and more
of a bustling neighborhood shop-
ping-dinning experience with safe
passage for all.”

But this is far from the first time
that bike lanes on Charles Street
have been considered, and the
Beacon Hill Business Association
has consistently voted against such
proposals in the past.

Years ago, the idea of bike
lanes on Charles Street was first
broached and then dropped, and
this dialogue has been repeated
several times since then, said Jack
Gurnon, owner of Charles Street
Supply Co., as well as the owner
and a 45-year resident of the
Charles Street building where the
business is located, and a longtime
Business Association member who
has been working for years on
finding a solution for bike lanes in
the neighborhood.

“Now, we see a huge push for
bike lanes popping everywhere,
and they pop up indiscriminate-
ly with little forethought,” said
Gurnon.

It was Gurnon who first pro-
posed installing bike lanes on
Mugar Way because, he said, “it’s
a stretch of land that no one uses,
and nobody really walks on the
sidewalk back there.”

Gurnon described Mugar Way
as “very underutilized,” and said,
“it’s a straight shot from the park
to the other bridge, and that’s what
everyone wants.”

Bicyclists want a  “thor-
ough-through,” he said, instead of
having to start and to stop at traf-
fic lights on Charles Street.

“Charles Street is a residen-
tial street with lots of people on
crowded sidewalks, baby carriag-
es, and a lot of people are elderly,
too,” said Gurnon. “I feel a better
solution [for bike lanes] is Storrow
Drive.”

Chris Quigley, a current Busi-
ness Association board member,
as well as the group’s former pres-
ident, who owns a chiropractic
practice at 102 Charles St., also
said Mugar Way, along with the
Esplanade, would accommodate
bike lanes better than Charles

Street could.

“I've been in business on
Charles Street now for 31 years,
and Charles Street is effectively a
one-way street due to double-park-
ing, construction, and deliveries,”
said Quigley.

“I get here at 7 o’clock in the
morning, and there’s a line going
into the garage, and trucks making
deliveries on the other aside of the
street, so with a bike lane, where is
everybody supposed to go?”

Added Quigley, “If they want to
have a bike lane going south, that’s
fine because it would be going
with traffic, but you can’t have one
going the other way.”

Ali Ringenburg, a board mem-
ber of both the Beacon Hill Busi-
ness Association and the Beacon
Hill Civic Association, as well as
co-chair of the two groups’ Joint
Charles Street Committee, also
emphasized this wasn’t the first
time that bike lanes on Charles
Street had been explored, and that
the Business Association board has
steadfastly voted against protect-
ed bike lanes — both one-way and
two-way - every time the subject
comes up.

“The real dialogue has been
going on for many years, and we
understand it’s a very complex
issue because it involves a very
commercial street with a lot of
independent businesses that are all
front loading,” said Ringenburg.
“The street is also an artery for
traffic coming in, out, and around
the city...and is a heavily trafficked
artery for buses, trucks, other driv-
ers, trolly tours.”

Like Gurnon and Quigley, Rin-
genburg also points to Mugar Way
as an alternative for bike lanes in
the neighborhood as opposed to
the “one-dimensional” plan for
Charles Street.

“We’ve had some very construc-
tive conversations about bike lanes
on Mugar Way, and those conver-
sations are still active,” she said.

In a statement, Rob Whitney,
chair of the Beacon Hill Civic Asso-
ciation board, wrote, “The BHCA
continues to engage with its mem-

(BIKE LANE Pg. 11)
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Wu announces members of the Rent Stabilization Advisory Committee

Building upon her commitment
to protect Boston renters, last week
Mayor Michelle Wu announced a
Rent Stabilization Advisory Com-
mittee made up of housing advo-
cates, developers, tenants, and
other stakeholders. The advisory
committee members will study
local housing conditions as well as
the structure and outcomes of rent
stabilization programs in other
cities. They will be tasked with
making recommendations to the
Mayor and the Mayor’s Office of
Housing on strategies to stabilize
Boston rents and protect tenants
from displacement. The committee
will meet throughout 2022 with
the goal of shaping a proposal for
the next state legislative session.

“Cities across the country
use rent stabilization as one tool
among many to protect tenants
and keep families in their homes,”
said Mayor Michelle Wu. “The
majority of Boston residents and
families are renters. If we aren’t
willing to take on the rent increas-
es that are driving families out of
Boston, then we aren’t meeting
the needs of our neighborhoods.
[ thank the broad group of stake-
holders, including advocates,
tenants, and developers, who are
willing to roll up their sleeves to
reimagine what’s possible.”

Rent stabilization measures
in cities across the United States
empower municipalities to set cer-
tain limits on annual rent increases
for existing tenants, and may also
include other tenant protections.
These approaches promote the

preservation of mixed-income
neighborhoods and prevent rent-
ers from being pushed out of their
communities.

“As an organizer fighting for
a housing market that lets people
move when they want, where they
want, not when they have to, I am
pleased to be a part of this com-
mittee,” said Beyazmin Jimenez,
Abundant Housing Massachusetts
Board President. “I look forward
to working with the other mem-
bers of this committee to explore
ways that the City can create more
accessible housing in our commu-
nities.”

“Having worked with previ-
ous Boston mayors on planning
and affordable housing policy, P’m
looking forward to being able to
serve the new administration and
offer my expertise to shape the
conversation around rent stabili-
zation,” said Curtis Kemeny, CEO
and President of Boston Residen-
tial Group. “This is a step in the
right direction, and I am confident
that the City will work to ensure
a thoughtful, inclusive, and bal-
anced policy that works for all
residents.”

Almost 65% of Bostonians
are renters, and more than half
of them spend more than 30%
of their monthly income on rent,
leaving them struggling to save and
vulnerable to housing instability.
The 2020 Census also made clear
that Black families are leaving the
city, with the non-Hispanic Black
population citywide falling by over
6% between 2010-2020. Rent sta-

bilization is one of many tools to
support renters in the short term,
alongside longer-term measures
that can be used to tackle housing
supply and affordability.

The work of this committee
would complement the work of
the Office of Housing Stability.
The Office of Housing Stability
helps tenants in housing crises due
to fire, natural disaster, eviction,
or condemnation with the goal of
putting residents on the path to
housing stability. Its efforts include
launching tenants' rights clinics for
those who are not able to come to
City Hall during business hours;
offering low- and no-cost medi-
ation and dispute resolution for
landlords and tenants; launching
the Housing Court Navigator,
which provides legal advice for
tenants; launching the Landlord
Incentive program, which offers
financial backing for landlords
renting to formerly unhoused peo-
ple; and creating Boston's first-ever
online guide to evictions, designed
to assist tenants in every phase of a
potential eviction proceeding.

Rent stabilization would com-
plement Mayor Wu’s other initia-
tives to address Boston’s housing
affordability, including the Trans-
fer Fee and Senior Property Tax
Exemption Home Rule Petition,
and her commitment to update the
City’s commercial linkage fee and
Inclusionary Development Poli-
cies. She is also highlighting the
importance of Housing by renam-
ing the Department of Neighbor-
hood Development as the Mayor’s

Office of Housing, and bringing a
new focus on equity by signing an
Executive Order relative to affir-
matively furthering fair housing.

This Advisory Committee will
convene monthly to hear from
experts on different rent stabiliza-
tion models and City officials from
the Mayor’s Office of Housing
and the Boston Planning & Devel-
opment Agency (BPDA) on local
rental market conditions. The
committee will also hold commu-
nity listening sessions throughout
the process to hear community
perspectives on housing afford-
ability challenges and potential
solutions. The first community lis-
tening session will be held virtually
on April 19th, and the public can
RSVP here to attend.

Rent  Stabilization  Advisory
Committee Members:

e Emma Anderson,
Teachers Union member

e Kathy Brown, Coordinator at
Boston Tenant Coalition

* Joe Byrne, Executive Sec-
retary-Treasurer for the North
Atlantic States Regional Council
of Carpenters

e Karen Chen, Executive Direc-
tor at Chinese Progressive Associ-
ation

e Filaine Deronnette, Vice Pres-
ident of Health Systems for 1199
SEIU

e Emilio Dorcely, CEO of
Urban Edge

® Dermot Doyne, Local land-
lord and business owner

e Chris Herbert, Managing
Director of the Harvard Joint Cen-

Boston

ter for Housing Studies
® Beyazmin Jimenez, Abundant

Housing Massachusetts Board
President
e Michael Kane, Executive

Director at HUD Tenant Alliance

¢ Brian Kavoogian, Managing
Director of National Development

e Curtis Kemeny, CEO and
President of Boston Residential
Group

® Joe Kriesberg, President of
Massachusetts ~ Association  of
Community Development Corpo-
rations

e Denise Matthews-Turner,
Co-Executive Director at City Life
Vida Urbana

e Lisa Owens, Executive Direc-
tor at Hyams Foundation

e Jeanne Pinado, Vice President
of Capital Markets at Colliers
International

e Mimi Ramos, Executive
Director at New England United
for Justice

® Megan Sandel, Associate Pro-
fessor of Pediatric Medicine at
Boston University

e Chanda Smart, CEO at Onyx

e Lauren Song, Senior Attorney
at Greater Boston Legal Services

e Justin Steil, Associate Profes-
sor of Law and Urban Planning,
MIT

e Carolyn Villers, Executive
Director at Mass Senior Action

e Josh Zakim, Founder and
Executive Director at Housing
Forward MA.

BIKE LANE (from pg. 10)

bers, neighbors and the businesses
along Charles Street in discussions
concerning the best solution for
improving bike use and safety in
traversing Beacon Hill between
Charles Circle and Beacon Street,
and looking at possible pathways
for such travel including, but not
limited to, Charles Street. In addi-
tion, the City of Boston's recently
issued 2022 Temporary Outdoor
Dining Program, which allows for
the use of Charles Street's parking
lanes for outdoor dining during
the warmer weather months, needs
to be taken into consideration in
determining how Charles Street
might best accommodate bicycle
travel during such time periods.
The BHCA hopes to be able soon
to share its thoughts, based upon its
discussions with members, neigh-
bors and businesses, as to what it
thinks might be a good plan for
bicycle travel through the Beacon
Hill historic neighborhood.”
Lynne Wolverton, owner of Lin-
ens on the Hill, which has oper-
ated at 52 Charles St. since 1987,
is dead set against the proposed

Charles Street bike lanes.

“Any other merchant on Charles
Street I've talked to is completely
against this,” said Wolverton. “It’s
really going to interrupt our busi-
ness and make it harder for bicy-
clists to park. There’s no parking
for bikes if [cyclists] want to come
shopping, although I’ve never had
a bicyclist customer in my 24 years
in business.”

Regarding bicyclists now on
Charles Street, Wolverton said,
“It’s mostly leisure bikers trying to
get from point A to point B. Twould
feel differently if the bicyclists were
people who had no other way to
get to and from work.”

Longtime Beacon Street resident
Chris Clyde also strongly opposes
the Boston Cyclist Union’s plan for
bike lanes on Charles Street, citing
myriad safety concerns.

“Charles Street is the only route
to Beacon Street for firetrucks,
ambulances, and police cars com-
ing from Cambridge Street,” she
said. “They need a clear lane.”

Additionally, Clyde said, “There
are three nursery schools on Bea-

con Hill. Children walk to the
school, and as they get older, they
walk alone. There are also six
school buses on Beacon Street in
the morning to take kids to schools
further away...and if [a bicyclist]
hits someone, there’s no liability.”

Clyde also highly doubts that
if bike lanes on Charles Street
become a reality, bicyclists would
abide by traffic regulations.

“Charles Street has six traffic
lights, and I’ve never seen a bike
stop at a red light at Charles and
Beacon,” she said. “The idea that
bikes will be going down Charles
Street and stopping at all those
lights is not believable.”

Rep. Jay Livingstone said he
looks forward to continuing the
dialogue about bike lanes on
Charles Street.

“I hope [the Boston Transpor-
tation Department] completes its
current public process regarding
Cambridge Street soon and that
any separate discussion of Charles
Street does not delay that work,”
Rep. Livingstone said via text. “I
plan to be an active, engaged par-

ticipant of any new public process
the City starts regarding Charles
Street to make sure we achieve the
best result for the neighborhood.”
According to a statement from
Mayor Michelle Wu’s press office,
“For the past several years, the
City of Boston has been improv-
ing walking and bicycling expe-
rience as part of the Connect
Downtown project. This project
includes streets in Back Bay, Bay
Village, Beacon Hill, Chinatown,
Downtown, the South End, and
the West End. For the next phase
of this work, we are evaluating
additional corridors where there
is high demand for bike facilities,
including Cambridge Street and
Charles Street. At this point, no
specific changes or designs have
been proposed by the City. The
City expects to hold public meet-
ings and provide other opportuni-
ties for feedback on these corridors
in the coming months and looks
forward to a conversation with
community members, advocates,
and other stakeholders.”
Meanwhile, Shames of the Bos-

ton Cyclists Union said the plan
for bike lanes on Charles Street is a
neighborhood-led initiative.

“This really is led by Beacon
Hill residents,” he said. “There is
a sense that it’s a big lobby com-
ing in and trying to change Beacon
Hill. [In reality], I go to Beacon
Hill residents and they say, ‘this is
what you should do,” and [ do it -1
follow their lead.”

Shames said the Boston Cyclists
Union is now simply looking for a
consensus on the proposed Charles
Street bike lanes.

“We know this is a contentious
issue in the neighborhood some-
times,” said Shames. “We want to
bring everyone along. We know
that Charles Street is best when it’s
a place for everyone, and when it’s
a place for everyone, all of Beacon
Hill will benefit.”

Readers can email their ideas
for the proposed Charles Street
bike lanes, including the traffic
lane preference, to Alex Shames
of the Boston Cyclists Union at
ashames@bostoncyclistsunion.org,
or tag them on social media.
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Community gets a look at mock-up for ‘gas-to-electric streetlight retrofit’

By Dan Murphy

The Bay Village Historic Dis-
trictc Commission held a public
meeting to review a mock-up of an
electrified gas street-lamp on Mon-
day, March 14, in the area of 212
Stuart St., which could become the
city’s standard for its “gas-to-elec-
tric streetlight retrofit” throughout
the rest of Bay Village, as well as
on Beacon Hill and Marlborough
Street in the Back Bay.

Michael Donaghy, the city's
street lighting and asset manager,
told those in attendance that the
new electrified streetlamp would
emit light in the 2,400 Kelvin
range to match the lighting level of
existing gas streetlights in the area.

Donaghy added that the light’s
new “assembly,” which is con-
trolled using an iPad, could be
burned at a higher temperature ,
including 2,700, 3,000, or 4,000
Kelvins, and that he’d be happy to
discuss this option with the com-
munity.

And while the old gas street-
lights have a lifespan of only about
two years, the new electrified ones
are expected to last at least seven
years and upwards of 10 years,
said Donaghy.

Citywide, there are now
approximately 2,800 natural gas
streetlights, which are primarily
in Bay Village, Back Bay, and Bea-
con Hill. Although only 4 percent
of Boston’s approximately 70,000

—
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A mock-up of an electrified gaslight installed in the area of 212 Stuart St.

streetlights are gas lit, they account
for 37 precent of emissions from
the city, while two gas street-lamps
burn as much gas each year as
the average Massachusetts home,
according to the city.

The electrified streetlight was
scheduled to be in place on Stuart
Street for a week, ending Wednes-
day, March 16, but Donaghy said
he would look into the possibility
of keeping it up longer.

The city has also committed to
scheduling another public meeting
to view the mockup, tentatively
set for March 30 at 7 p.m., for the

benefit of Beacon Hill Civic Asso-
ciation, NABB, and members of
the Bay Village Historic District
Commission who were unable to
attend the March 14 meeting. (The
Beacon Hill Civic Association's
board of directors meeting was
also scheduled for March 14.)

In addition to two other gas-
lamps adjacent on the roadway
adjacent to the Stuart Street mock-
up, the city intends to install four
more of them around the corner
from it, said Donaghy.

“Our goal is to replicate what
was installed here,” said Donaghy,

adding that the Stuart Street design
is a Colonial light fixture.

“We use this type of burner-as-
sembly throughout the city,” he
added. “The goal is to have a sense
of consistency.”

To install more electrified gas-
lights, the city would have to go
block by block removing the exist-
ing gaslines and installing the news
electrical system in their place, said
Donaghy.

While Donaghy wasn’t aware
of any other US. city that has
undertaken such an extensive pro-
gram to electrify gas streetlights,
he said Berlin, Germany, made
such a change in an effort involv-
ing just as many gas streetlights as
Boston has.

(Sue Prindle, a long-serving
Neighborhood  Association  of
the Back Bay board member and
chair of the group’s Architecture
Committee, added that London,
England, has also made a wide
push to electrify its gas street-
lights.)

Thomas Perkins, president of
the Bay Village Neighborhood
Association (BVNA) board of
directors, said the new lamps
would need to look the same as
the existing gas streetlights close
by, and that the light pattern and
diffusion pattern of the new lights
would need to be the same as the
existing ones.

Moreover, Perkins said that
it’s essential that Back Bay and/or

You've never

on Stuart Street

Beacon Hill are on board with this
plan so Bay Village doesn’t end
up getting stuck with a “one-off”
streetlight design.

Elliott Laffer, chair of NABB’s
board of directors, said that the
time is right to “get away from
gas,” although he urged the city
to tackle electrifying its gas street-
lights “one block at a time to get it
over with.”

District 8 City Councilor, who
represents Beacon Hill and Back
Bay and grew up in Bay Village,
said the city has faced a “major
supply chain issue” in replacing
the gas streetlights during the
pandemic in contrast to the much
quicker turnaround time for the
new electrified ones.

Of the newly unveiled electrified
streetlight, Stacia Sheputa, director
of communications and commu-
nity engagement for the Mayor's
Office of Environment, Energy,
and Open Space, said, “I think it’s
a really innovative approach and a
great way for the city to preserve
its historical integrity and help the
city towards its goal of becoming
carbon neutral.”

Greystar, the developer of 212
Stuart St., had originally filed an
application for the installation of
seven LED streetlamps for consid-
eration at the Bay Village Histor-
ic District Commission’s January
meeting, but ultimately Greystar
withdrew its application amid con-
cerns raised by the BVNA.
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