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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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Esplanade Association seeking producers and 
artists for upcoming GroundBeat concert series

Area A-1 sees 
slight increase 
in crime in ’24

CARY SHUMAN PHOTO

Rep. Jay Livingstone was sworn in 
for another term on Jan. 1 at the 
State House.

REP. LIVINGSTONE SWORN IN 
FOR ANOTHER TERM

Rep. Livingstone has repre-
sented the Suffolk 8th District 
since 2013, when he won in a 
Special Election to succeed Marty 
Walz.  He has been reelected six 
times since then, in 2014, 2016, 
2018, 2020, 2022, and 2024, 
respectively.

“I’m honored to start another 
term serving as the State Repre-
sentative for the 8th Suffolk,” 
said Rep. Livingstone. “I look 
forward to working to enact 
enforcement tools to regulate 
scooters, improve civil rights, 
and make Massachusetts more 
competitive.”

By Dan Murphy

With 2024 drawing to a close, 
Area A-1 had seen a 2-percent 
increase in Part One crime from 
the previous year.

According to Boston Police, 
2,236 incidents of Part One crime 
were reported in the district, which 
includes Beacon Hill, Chinatown, 
Downtown, and the North End, 
between Jan. 1 and Dec. 29, 2024, 
compared to 2,194 during the 
same timeframe in 2023.

Part One crime in the district 
was also up more than 5 percent 
in ’24 from the five-year average of 
2,119 incidents.

One homicide was reported in 
the district in ’24 as opposed to 
three in ’23. The five-year average 
for this crime category in the dis-
trict was two incidents.

Rapes and attempted rapes 
were up more than 26 percent in 
the district in ’24, with the number 
climbing to 24 from 19 in 2023. 

The five-year average for this cat-
egory in the district was 23 inci-
dents.

The rate of robberies and 
attempted robberies in the district 
remained the same, with 147 inci-
dents each year in both 2023 and 
’24. Both years marked a nearly 
4-percent reduction from the five-
year average of 153 incidents for 
this category in the district.

Incidents of domestic aggra-
vated assault in the district were 
down more than 14 percent as 
the number fell to 24 from 28 in 
’23. The five-year average for this 
category in the district was also 28 
incidents.

In contrast, incidents of non-do-
mestic aggravated assault were up 
around 16 percent, climbing to 
246 from 212 in ’23. The five-year 
average for this category in the dis-
trict was 230 incidents.

Commercial burglaries in the 

COURTESY OF THE ESPLANADE ASSOCIATION

Park visitors enjoying a past GroundBeat concert sponsored by the Esplanade Association at the DCR 
Memorial Hatch Shell.

By Dan Murphy

The Esplanade Association is 
seeking producers and artists to 
participate in the upcoming eighth 
season of the park’s free riverfront 
concert series, GroundBeat.

“We’re thrilled to celebrate the 
eighth season of this special free 
series that brings people togeth-
er through music and culture at 
the iconic DCR Memorial Hatch 
Shell,” said Samuel Englert, 
the nonprofit’s Senior Manag-
er of Partnerships & Programs. 
“GroundBeat provides paid 
opportunities for local producers 
and artists, showcasing diverse 
styles and genres in every concert. 
We can’t wait to kick off the season 
this spring at our Annual Commu-
nity Day with free food, seating, 
and incredible performances for 
all to enjoy.”

For 2025, the Esplanade Associ-

ation is planning five GroundBeat 
concerts– two more performances 
than last year - for the late spring, 
with dates to be announced. The 
series is intended as not only a 
forum for culture but also to 
connect the community with the 
Esplanade Association’s partners 
via games, food, and other event 
offerings. Free seating will be 
offered at each performance.

The open call for producers 
and artists reads in part: “The 
Esplanade Association will file all 
permits, manage event registration 
pages, provide marketing support, 
coordinate planning in advance of 
the concerts, and act as the event 
manager day-of. The Esplanade 
Association will cover all costs 
associated with the aforemen-
tioned.  The Esplanade Associa-
tion will provide a pre-determined 
amount of funding…for each 
concert based on the length of the 

show. Producers/Artists will pro-
vide a budget demonstrating how 
funding will be used.”

Applications must be completed 
by Friday, Jan. 31, and are avail-
able online at https://esplanade.
org/groundbeat/. 

Besides artists and producers, 
the Esplanade Association is also 
seeking nonprofits/community 
groups to vend or distribute infor-
mation at their own tables during 
the concerts. If your organization 
is interested in this opportunity, 
email programs@esplanade.org 
for more information.

Meanwhile, the Esplanade 
Association extends its gratitude 
to GroundBeat sponsors, includ-
ing the Boston Foundation, Audax 
Charitable Foundation, and Mass 
Cultural Council for its past and 
continuing, support. As the series 

(Crime Pg. 5)

(GroundBeat Pg. 4)
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Neighborhood Roundup

WECA MEETING SET 
FOR JAN. 9 AT AMY 
LOWELL APARTMENTS

 The West End Civic Associa-
tion (WECA) will meet on Thurs-
day, Jan. 9, at 6 p.m. in the Com-
munity Room of the Amy Lowell 
Apartments, 65 Martha Road.

This will be an open meeting, 
and all West End residents are wel-
come.  Carol Matyka, the 2025 
WECA President, will discuss the 
organization’s goals and plans for 
the New Year.  Masks are encour-
aged. 

UPCOMING WEST END 
MUSEUM EVENTS

The West End Museum, locat-
ed at 150 Staniford St., Suite 7 (on 
Lomasney Way), presents ‘Jimbo: 
Exhibit Talk’ on Thursday, Jan. 
16, at 6 p.m.

This talk by WEM’s Curator, 
Bob Potenza, will focus on ‘Jim 
“Jimbo” Campano: Hero of the 
West End,’ an exhibit running 
through February 2025. Through 
words, images, and artifacts taken 
from the museum’s archives, visi-
tors will experience Jim’s devel-
opment into a lifelong activist, 
dedicated to the preservation of 
the Old West End’s memory and 
the dream of bringing his “neigh-
borhood of the mind” back to the 
physical space where it belonged.

Visit https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/jimbo-exhibit-talk-tick-
ets-1037094667067 for more 
information and tickets.

The museum will offer a screen-
ing of ‘Taken Away,’ with a special 
introduction and Q&A with the 
filmmaker, Christopher Brown, on 
Sunday, Jan. 19, at 4 p.m.

This film, Brown’s debut, 
explores the demolition of Bos-
ton’s historic and diverse West 
End neighborhood during ‘urban 
renewal’ of the 1950s. The film 
received the Best First Time Direc-
tor award from the Berlin Indie 
Film Festival in 2024.

Visit https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/taken-away-film-screening-
tickets-1112042311489 for more 
information and tickets.

The museum will also sponsor 
the West End Winter Social on 
Wednesday, Jan. 29, from 5 to 
6:30 p.m.

For this event, the museum will 
open its doors exclusively for West 
End residents, past and present. 
There will be crafts, snacks, and 
refreshments. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to meet your neigh-
bors, explore the museum, and 
share in the vibrant spirit of our 
local community.

Visit https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/west-end-winter-social-tick-
ets-1112059151859 to sign up 
and for more information.

NICHOLS HOUSE 
MUSEUM TO OFFER 
FREE OPEN HOUSE ON 
JAN. 10

The Nichols House Muse-
um, located at 55 Mt Vernon St., 
invites neighbors to a free commu-
nity open house to celebrate Rose 
Nichols’ birthday on Friday, Jan. 
10, from 4 to 6 p.m. 

Enjoy a slice of birthday cake, 
meet the Nichols House staff, and 
explore the museum at this free 
event,  which is open to everyone.

For more information, visit 
https://www.nicholshousemuse-
um.

DISCOVER MGH’S 
BLUM CENTER ON 
TUESDAY, JAN. 28

Discover the Blum Center, in 
Partnership with the Slavin Acad-
emy, on Tuesday, Jan. 28, from 9 
a.m. to 2  p.m. at the Blum Cen-
ter, White 110, on the MGH main 
campus.

At this time, information on 
upcoming programs, a

Q&A sessions to answer your 
questions, and insights into the 
educational resources will be avail-
able to patients, families, and the 
community. A clinicians will also 
be available to educate attendees 
on checking their blood pressure 
at home and understanding how 

it relates to their heart health, as 
well as on monitoring their health 
at home.

All are welcome at this event 
where light refreshments will be 
served.

For more information, contact 
the Blum Center at 617-724-7352 
or via email at PFLC@partners.
org.

UPCOMING KNITTING 
ACTIVITIES AT WEST 
END BRANCH LIBRARY

The West End Branch of the 
Boston Public Library will offer 
‘Learn to Knit with Knitly!’ on Fri-
days, Jan. 10, 17, 24, and 31 from 
10-11 a.m. (Registration is for one 
session.)

Have you been curious about 
learning how to knit? Join instruc-
tors from Knitly for a fun, social 
experience, where you will learn 
how to knit a garter stitch cowl. 
Materials, including a yarn buffet, 
are available for participants. No 
prior experience is necessary. 

Registration is required for this 
event as seats are limited; con-
tact Wesley Fiorentino, generalist 
librarian, via email at wfiorenti-
no@bpl.org or by calling 617-523-
3957.

The library will also offer ‘Knit-
ting and Fiber Crafts Clinic with 
Knitly’ on Fridays from Jan. 10-31 
from 11 a.m. to noon.

Did you know that knitting has 
been shown to lower stress levels 
and blood pressure as much as 
yoga and meditation? Drop in for 
knitting help, socializing, and a 
discussion on the fiber arts. Each 
session will feature a different knit-
ting-focused discussion. Bring any 
project you’re working on, or get 
inspired by the provided materials. 
No prior experience is necessary.

Registration is required for this 
event as seats are limited; con-
tact Wesley Fiorentino, generalist 
librarian, via email at wfiorenti-
no@bpl.org or by calling 617-523-
3957.

FREE LESSONS IN 
AMERICAN MAHJONG 
OFFERED AT WEST 
END BRANCH LIBRARY

The Friends of the West End 
Library will be offering lessons in 
American Mahjong to new and 
experienced players at no cost. 

The group meets on Wednes-
days at 1:30 p.m., on the second 
and fourth Wednesdays of each 
month in the Community Room 
of the West End Branch Library, 
151 Cambridge St. 

To sign up or for more infor-
mation, email Audrey Tedeman 
(artedeman@gmail.com) or Julia 
Forbes (jmaforbes@gmail.com).

State Fire Marshal offers cold snap heating safety tips
Special to the Times

With temperatures expected to 
dip into the teens overnight this 
week, Massachusetts State Fire 
Marshal Jon M. Davine is remind-
ing residents to stay warm safely 
and protect their loved ones from 
some of the most common home 
heating fires.

“We’re expecting very cold 
weather in the nights ahead, and 
home heating appliances will be 
working overtime,” said State Fire 
Marshal Jon M. Davine. “Heating 
equipment is the leading cause of 
carbon monoxide at home and the 
second leading cause of residential 
fires. Whether you’re using gas, 
oil, solid fuel, or space heaters to 
keep warm, be sure you keep safe, 
too.”

State Fire Marshal Davine said 
there were nearly 6,000 heating 
fires in Massachusetts from 2019 
to 2023. These fires claimed eight 
lives, caused 139 injuries to fire-
fighters and residents, and contrib-
uted to over $42 million in dam-
age. And in 2023 alone, Massa-

chusetts fire departments reported 
finding carbon monoxide at nearly 
5,000 non-fire incidents.

 
Smoke and 

Carbon Monoxide Alarms
Every household needs work-

ing smoke and carbon monox-
ide alarms on every level of their 
home. Check the manufacturing 
date on the back of your alarms so 
you know when to replace them: 
smoke alarms should be replaced 
after 10 years, and carbon monox-
ide alarms should be replaced after 
5 to 10 years depending on the 
model. If your alarms take alka-
line batteries, put in fresh batteries 
twice a year when you change your 
clocks. If it’s time to replace your 
alarms, choose new ones from a 
well-known, national brand. Select 
smoke alarms with a sealed, long-
life battery and a hush feature.

 
Natural Gas and Oil Heat

If you have a furnace, water 
heater, or oil burner, have it pro-
fessionally checked and serviced 

each year. This will help it run 
more efficiently, which will save 
you money and could save your 
life. Always keep a three-foot “cir-
cle of safety” around the appliance 
clear of anything that could catch 
fire. Never store painting supplies, 
aerosol cans, or other flammable 
items near these appliances. If you 
smell gas, don’t use any electrical 
switches or devices: get out, stay 
out, and call 9-1-1 right away.

Residents struggling to pay for 
heating bills or maintenance may 
be eligible for assistance through 
the Massachusetts home energy 
assistance program (HEAP). No 
matter what type of heating equip-
ment you use, HEAP may be able 
to help you pay your winter heat-
ing bills or maintain your heating 
system. All Massachusetts resi-
dents are encouraged to explore 
eligibility for this free program and 
apply for assistance.

 
Solid Fuel Heating

If you use a fireplace or a stove 
that burns wood, pellets, or coal, 

always keep the area around it 
clear for three feet in all direc-
tions. This circle of safety should 
be free of furniture, drapery, rugs, 
books and papers, fuel, and any 
other flammable items. To prevent 
sparks and embers from escaping, 
use a fireplace screen or keep the 
stove door closed while burning. 
Use only dry, seasoned hardwood 
and don’t use flammable liquids to 
start the fire. To dispose of ashes, 
wait until they are cool and shovel 
them into a metal bucket with a lid 
and place it outside at least 10 feet 
away from the building.

Have your chimney and flue 
professionally inspected and 
cleaned each year. Most chimney 
fires are caused by burning creo-
sote, a tarry substance that builds 
up as the fireplace, wood stove, 
or pellet stove is used. If burning 
creosote, sparks, embers, or hot 
gases escape through cracks in the 
flue or chimney, they can cause a 
fire that spreads to the rest of the 
structure. Annual cleaning and 
inspection can minimize this risk. 

Contact the Massachusetts Chim-
ney Sweep Guild or Chimney Safe-
ty Institute of America to identify 
reputable local companies.

 
Space Heaters

Keep space heaters at least three 
feet from curtains, bedding, and 
anything else that can burn. Plug 
them directly into a wall socket, 
not an extension cord or a power 
strip, and remember that they’re 
for temporary use. Always turn a 
space heater off when you leave 
the room or go to sleep.

When purchasing a space heat-
er, select one that’s been tested and 
labeled by a nationally recognized 
testing company, such as Under-
writers Laboratories (UL) or Inter-
tek (ETL). Newer space heaters 
should have an automatic shut-off 
switch that turns the device off if it 
tips over. Unvented kerosene space 
heaters and portable propane 
space heaters are not permitted for 
residential use in Massachusetts, 
State Fire Marshal Davine said: 

(Tips Pg. 3)
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Notice Of Public Hearing
The Beacon Hill Architectur-

al Commission will hold a public 
hearing on January 16 at 5 p.m.

Subject of the hearing will be 
applications for Certificates of 
Design Approval on the agenda 
below, reviews of architectural 
violations, and such businesses as 
may come before the commission, 
in accordance with Chapter 616 
of the Acts of 1955 of the Massa-
chusetts General Law as amend-
ed. Applications are available by 
request. Applicants or their repre-
sentatives are required to attend, 
unless indicated otherwise below. 
Sign language interpreters are 
available upon request.

Attention: This hearing will 
only be held virtually and NOT 
in person. You can participate in 
this hearing by going to our Zoom 
Meeting or calling 1 (929) 205-
6099 and entering meeting id # 
919 8214 2424. You can also sub-
mit written comments or questions 
to BeaconHillAC@boston.gov.

I. Violation Review Hearing
APP # 25.0525 BH 77 Charles 

Street
Applicant: P. Hickox; Hickox 

Williams Architects.
Proposed Work: Alteration 

of sign and Ratification of 
VIO.24.0896; Unapproved alter-
ations of storefront.

II. Design Review Hearing
APP # 25.0497 BH 7 Louisburg 

Square
Applicant: A. Sassaroli; Steven 

Harris Architects
Proposed Work: Relocate mail 

slot at the front door from side 

panel to door leaf. Repair masonry 
door surround and stain masonry 
surround to match existing lintels 
and sills.

APP # 25.0526 BH 55-57 Brim-
mer Street

Applicant: Tracy Bradley; Park 
Street School

Proposed Work: Install a rolling 
hoist beam, three security camer-
as, and one doorbell for carriage 
house project.

III. Administrative Review/
Approval: In order to expedite 
the review process, the commis-
sion has delegated the approval of 
certain work items, such as those 
involving ordinary maintenance 
and repair, restoration or replace-
ment, or which otherwise have a 
minimal impact on a building’s 
appearance, to commission staff 
pending ratification at its monthly 
public hearing. Having been iden-
tified as meeting these eligibility 
criteria and all applicable guide-
lines, the following applications 
will be approved at this hearing:

Applicants whose projects are 
listed under this heading NEED 
NOT APPEAR at the hearing. 
Following the hearing, you will 
be issued a Determination Sheet 
to present at the Inspectional 
Services Department (1010 Mas-
sachusetts Avenue) as proof of 
project approval when applying 
for permits. ISD personnel will 
send an electronic copy of your 
building-permit application to the 
commission staff for review. (To 
avoid potential confusion, the text 
of your building-permit applica-
tion should be consistent with the 

project description given below.) 
Commission staff will according-
ly authorize the execution of the 
work, attaching any applicable 
provisos, reflecting the relevant 
guidelines and precedents.

Please note that following 
issuance of the determination 
sheet no Further correspondence 
will be issued for the applica-
tions listed below. The electronic 
building-permit application as 
annotated by commission staff 
will constitute your Certificate of 
Appropriateness; this will be valid 
for two years from the date of the 
approval letter. The applicant is 
required to notify the commission 
of any project changes; failure to 
do so may affect the status of the 
approval.

If you have any questions not 
addressed by the above infor-
mation, please contact staff at 
617.635.1935 or BeaconHillAC@
boston.gov Thank you.

APP # 25.0527 BH 81 Phillips 
Street: Replace non-historic front 
door in kind.

APP # 25.0516 BH 86 Beacon 
Street: Remove an existing skylight 
over an elevator shaft in order to 
replace the elevator hydraulic pis-
ton assembly and replace the sky-
light with a new copper and glass 
unit to match existing.

APP # 25.0495 BH 90 Bea-
con Street: Replace five total sash 
sets and one double door set, all 
of which are not historic. Fourth 
floor: one door set, two “bowed” 
sash sets. Third floor: one sash 
set and two “bowed” sash sets. 
Fabricate new bowed sash sets in 

four openings keeping the original 
jambs, wood sills and brick mold-
ings. The new sash sets will be 
mahogany, mortise & tenon, true 
divided light, glazed at the exte-
rior, use clear glass, double hung 
and be painted semi-gloss black 
at the exterior. The new door set 
will swing out as currently exists, 
mahogany, true divided lights, use 
oil rubbed bronze or black in color 
hinges as the knuckles are visible 
from the exterior. New cremone 
bolts & hardware will be installed 
at the interior. None of the new 
windows will have low-e glass.

APP # 25.0524 BH 29 Branch 
Street: Replace two non-historic 
casement sets at the side eleva-
tion of the Carriage House on 
Branch Street. One casement is a 
6 by 6 “swing out”. One is a 8 by 
8 “swing out”. The replacement 
casements will be 6 by 6 and 8 by 
8 “swing out”. Mahogany, mor-
tise & tenon, true divided lite & 
be painted semi-gloss black at the 
exterior. New casements will be 
using clear, non-low e glass.

APP # 25.0506 BH 107 Chest-
nut Street: Restore a 4 lite cast 
iron window at the rear elevation. 
Remove all broken glass & replace 
this broken glass with 1/4” clear 
glass. Reglaze all glass openings & 
paint in the existing color: Essex 
Green.

Front elevation three leaded 
glass window openings: HWD will 
fabricate & install three mahoga-
ny one lite wood storm windows 
at the exterior. The existing leaded 
glass panels are “swing in” case-
ments. The new mahogany wood 

storms will have a thin style on all 
four sides as not to obscure any 
leaded glass. Painted Essex Green 
in kind. Front elevation small one 
lite casements: Remove existing 
broken cast iron hinges & replace 
with solid brass in black finish: 3 
1/2” x 3 1/2” square mortise hing-
es. Replace 1-2 rotted bottom sash 
rails with new mahogany & paint-
ed in kind:

Essex Green.
APP # 25.0490 BH 4 Derne 

Street: Secure all guardrail connec-
tions by adding a new structure of 
galvanized bolts, secure all brack-
ets support connections, hand 
scrape, repaint in kind.

APP # 25.0504 BH 9 Han-
cock Street: Replace three total 
non-historic, 6 over 1, windows 
at the 5th floor front elevation at 
9 Hancock Street. The existing 
windows are non operational & 
have considerable rot. The new 
6 over 1 sash sets would be fab-
ricated from all wood mortise & 
tenon. True divided light at top 6 
lite sash, double hung and paint-
ed semi gloss black, the exterior to 
match the existing exterior color. 
The existing aluminum storm win-
dows will be removed. The exist-
ing jambs, brick moldings and 
wood sills to remain.

APP # 25.0527 BH 81 Phillips 
Street: Replace non-historic front 
door in kind.

IV. Ratification of December 
19, 2024 Public Hearing Minutes

V. Staff Updates
VI. Projected Adjournment: 

8:00 PM

BEACON HILL ARCHITECTURAL COMMISSION

More than one-third (36 per-
cent) of U.S. home fires involving 
Christmas trees occur in January. 
With this post-holiday fire hazard 
in mind, the National Fire Pro-
tection Association® (NFPA®) 
strongly encourages everyone to 
dispose of Christmas trees prompt-
ly after the holiday season.

“As much as we all enjoy the 
look and feel of Christmas trees in 
our homes, they’re large combus-
tible items that have the potential 
to result in serious fires,” said Lor-
raine Carli, vice president of Out-
reach and Advocacy at NFPA.

According to NFPA data, 
Christmas tree fires don’t happen 
often, but when they do occur, 
they’re more likely to be serious. 
That’s in part because fresh Christ-
mas trees dry out over time, mak-
ing them more flammable the lon-

ger they’re in the home. A dried-
out Christmas tree will burn much 
more quickly than a well-watered 
one.

Between 2018 and 2022, there 
was an estimated annual average 
of 155 home structure fires that 
began with Christmas trees, result-
ing in four civilian deaths, seven 
civilian injuries, and $15 million 
in direct property damage.

“Fires that begin with Christ-
mas trees represent a very small 
but notable part of the U.S. fire 
problem, considering that they are 
generally in use for a short time 
each year,” said Carli.

To safely dispose of a Christmas 
tree, NFPA recommends using the 
local community’s recycling pro-
gram, if possible; trees should not 
be put in the garage or left outside. 
NFPA also offers these tips for 

safely removing lighting and deco-
rations to ensure that they remain 
in good condition:

• Use the gripping area on the 
plug when unplugging electrical 
decorations. Never pull the cord 
to unplug any device from an elec-
trical outlet, as this can harm the 
wire and insulation of the cord, 
increasing the risk for shock or 
electrical fire.

• As you pack up light strings, 
inspect each line for damage, 
throwing out any sets that have 
loose connections, broken sockets 
or cracked or bare wires.

• Wrap each set of lights and 
put them in individual plastic bags 
or wrap them around a piece of 
cardboard.

• Store electrical decorations 
in a dry place away from children 
and pets where they will not be 

damaged by water or dampness.
For this release and other 

announcements about NFPA ini-
tiatives, research, and resources, 
please visit the NFPA press room.

Founded in 1896, NFPA® is 
a global, self-funded, nonprofit 
organization devoted to eliminat-
ing death, injury, property and 
economic loss due to fire, electri-
cal and related hazards. The asso-
ciation delivers information and 
knowledge through more than 
300 consensus codes and stan-
dards, research, training, educa-
tion, outreach and advocacy; and 
by partnering with others who 
share an interest in furthering the 
NFPA mission. For more infor-
mation, visit www.nfpa.org. All 
NFPA codes and standards can 
be viewed online for free at www.
nfpa.org/freeaccess.

More than one-third of Christmas tree home fires occur in January
the risk of fire and carbon monox-
ide poisoning that they pose is too 
great.

 
Create and Practice a 
Home Escape Plan

Everyone should have a home 
escape plan that accounts for two 
ways out of every room, and every-
one should be able to open the 
doors and windows along the way. 
Remember that children, older 
adults, and people with disabilities 
may need extra assistance.

 
More Home Heating Safety Tips

The Department of Fire Services 
offers a wealth of home heating 
safety information, including the 
“Keep Warm, Keep Safe” tool kit 
for local fire departments, caregiv-
ers, and service providers, on the 
DFS web site.

Tips (from pg. 2)
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JIMMY CARTER PRACTICED
WHAT HE PREACHED

The passing of former President Jimmy Carter at the age of 100 brings to an end the extraordinary life of a 
man who ascended from the small town of Plains, Georgia (population 552) to the highest office in the world.

Carter’s life-story is the political equivalent of a rags-to-riches Horatio Alger novel. He never gave up on 
anything he attempted, despite long odds and failure. As a boy he aspired to attend the U.S. Naval Academy, 
which he eventually did (after initially attending the Georgia Technology Institute) and from which he gradu-
ated in the top 10 percent of his class.

After completing his military service, he went into peanut-farming (something he had done as a youngster) 
and almost went bankrupt. However, thanks to hard work and determination, he and his wife Rosalynn even-
tually turned the farm into a successful enterprise.

Carter served as a state senator in Georgia before running for governor. He lost his first campaign, but 
won the second, serving from 1971-75 before launching his long-shot bid for president despite being a virtual 
unknown on the national scene.

Jimmy Carter first came to our attention in an interview in a national magazine just as he was launching his 
bid for the presidency. Carter’s straight talk (in a press conference he described his ideology as, “Conservative, 
moderate, liberal, and middle-of-the-road”) impressed us as being just what the country needed in the imme-
diate aftermath of the  Watergate scandal and the Vietnam War, two events in which our nation’s leaders had 
lied to us about everything.

Carter was an unconventional president in almost everything he did right from the start. On his second day 
in office, Carter pardoned all Vietnam War draft evaders. He immediately jump-started peace negotiations in 
the Mideast that culminated in 1978 when he invited Anwar Sadat, the president of Egypt, and Menachem 
Begin, the president of Israel, to Camp David and personally shuttled between their compounds for 13 days to 
work out a peace plan.

He created a national energy policy that included conservation and renewable energy in an effort to wean 
the U.S. off our dependence on foreign oil. He also undertook the second round of strategic arms limitation 
talks with the Soviet Union. 

However, Jimmy Carter had the misfortune of beginning his presidency during a period of perceived decline 
in our nation. Our major cities were crime-ridden. New York City was bankrupt. Things went from bad to 
worse in the second half of his term with the disaster at Three Mile Island, the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, 
the Nicaraguan Revolution in which avowed Communists took control of the country, and the Iranian Revo-
lution, which not only saw our embassy workers be taken hostage,  but which also resulted in another oil price 
shock, leading to long lines at gas stations all across the country.

Jimmy Carter’s greatest strengths, his dogged determination and belief in his own ability, proved to be his 
greatest weaknesses. He failed to understand that politics is the art iof compromise. When he spoke to the 
American people about gasoline shortages and the high price of energy, he urged personal sacrifice, such as 
driving less, turning down thermostats, and wearing extra sweaters. Carter lacked the ability of many great 
leaders, such as Churchill, Roosevelt, John F. Kennedy, and Ronald Reagan, to provide inspiration and hope. 

Even though we were young and enjoying ourselves immensely in the prime of our lives during his presiden-
cy, whenever we think back to the ‘70s, we think of a gloomy and depressing era -- ugh, what a mess it was. 
Jimmy Carter didn’t cause any of those problems, but he didn’t have any solutions either.

But as much as Jimmy Carter may not have been a successful president, his five decades post-presidency 
should serve as an inspiration to every American. There is no person in our lifetime who has been the exem-
plification of the ideals (and we’re not getting religious here) expressed by Jesus Christ: Love thy neighbor as 
thyself; do unto other as you would have them do unto you; let he who is without sin cast the first stone; and 
especially, “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the Kingdom 
of God.”

For almost 50 years, Jimmy Carter practiced the ideals that he preached from the pulpit in his small Baptist 
Church. His work with Habitat for Humanity, his efforts to eradicate the Guinea worm disease through the 
Carter Center, and his many diplomatic efforts around the world earned him the Nobel Peace Prize in 2002.

Jimmy Carter served as the conscience of our nation -- and the world. 
His presence will be missed. May he rest in peace.

EVEN WHEN THE PATRIOTS WON, THEY LOST
Heading into the final week of the NFL season, the Patriots were in prime position to claim the #1 draft pick, 

which held the promise of trading that pick to a team that needs a quarterback in return for a number of other 
picks that the Pats could have used to restock their team.

All that the Pats had to do on Sunday was lose to the Buffalo Bills -- something the Patriots  had done on 13 
previous occasions this season.

But they blew it -- they won! -- and thereby dropped to the #4 pick, which is of little consequence in this 
year’s draft.

Despite the victory, the Patriots fired first-year head coach Jerod Mayo. Admittedly, Mayo may have been 
in over his head as a first-time head coach, but the reality is that he never had a chance given New England’s 
pathetic roster.

The Patriots had been among the elite organizations in pro sports. But today they’re a joke, with no light at 
the end of the tunnel, no matter who their next head coach may be.

The futility of the Patriots this season makes us all the more appreciative of the genius of Bill Belickick and 
the greatness of Tom Brady. Even though the Pats may not make it back to the Super Bowl for quite a while, 
we can be grateful for the joy they brought us for almost two decades.

GroundBeat (from pg. 1)

continues to grow, so will addi-
tional opportunities, along with 
the need for more sponsorships 
and support. If your organiza-
tion is interesting in sponsoring a 
portion of the series, contact Jim 
Diverio, Director of Development, 
via email at jdiverio@esplanade.
org.

Additionally, the Esplanade 
Association thanks its Volunteer 
Ambassadors who work tireless-
ly to ensure that the GroundBeat 
series is a positive experience for 
everyone involved. Individuals 
who are interested in deepen-
ing their connection to the park 
should consider applying to be 
a 2025 Volunteer Ambassador. 

Email Molly Ryan, Volunteer & 
Sustainability Coordinator, at 
mryan@esplanade.org, or visit 
esplanade.org/ambassadors/ to 
learn more about this opportuni-
ty.

In 2018, the Esplanade Associa-
tion initiated GroundBeat in part-
nership with Catherine T Morris 
and in coordination with the 
Department of Conservation and 
Recreation (DCR). Past Ground-
Beat partners and performers have 
included BAMS Fest, AfroDesiaC-
ity, Keep Ryzin’ Entertainment, 
Veronica Robles Mariachi, and 
OrigiNation Cultural Arts Center, 
among others.

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit 

engagement, wedding and birth announcements, 
news releases, business and education briefs, sports 
stories and photos for publication. Items should be 
forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, 
MA 02151.   We also encourage readers to e-mail 

news releases and photos to 
deb@reverejournal.com.
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More than 250 gathered at 
Louisburg Square on Christmas 
Eve this year to hear the annu-
al Beacon Hill Bellringing of 
Christmas Carols.   This year also 
marked the 100th Anniversary of 
the popular musical venue. 

The yearly event was started 
on   Christmas Eve in 1924, by 
Margaret (Nichols) Shurcliff who 
with her children walked from her 
home at 66 Mount Vernon, up to 
her parents’ home at 55 Mount 
Vernon. There, they rang a short 
program of carols on handbells. 
The music attracted an audience, 
and their response was enthusias-

tic – applauding “as loud as they 
could, their hands muffled by 
woolen gloves.” Encouraged, the 
Shurcliffs ran through their rep-
ertoire again, then moved on to 
another doorway. This continued 
for two hours as they walked the 
neighborhood, the crowd follow-
ing them. So popular was the carol 
ringing, that it continued in the fol-
lowing years.

This year, those attending heard 
and joined in singing 15 favorite 
carols such as “Joy to the World” 
and “We Wish you A Merry 
Christmas.”

Bell ringers for this year includ-

Crime (from pg. 1)
district saw a negligible uptick as 
the number climbed to 78 from 77 
in ’23. The five-year average for 
this category in the district was 81 
incidents.

On the other hand, residen-
tials burglaries in the district were 
down around 15 percent, with the 
number falling to 45 from 53 in 
’23. The five-year average for this 
category in the district was 48 inci-
dents.

Incidents of larceny from a 
motor vehicle in the district were 
down slightly more than 6 per-
cent as the number dropped to 
211 from 225 in ’23. The five-year 
average for this category in the dis-
trict was 240 incidents.

Other larcenies in the district 
were up almost 4 percent as the 

number climbed to 1,390 from 
1,338 in ’23. Both years marked 
a significant uptick from five-year 
average for this category in the dis-
trict of 1,248 incidents.

Auto theft in the district was 
down nearly 20 percent, with 70 
incidents in 2024, compared to 92 
in ’23. Both years were down sig-
nificantly from the five-year aver-
age for this category in the district 
of 99 incidents.

Citywide, Part One crime was 
up 1 percent in ’24, with 16,653 
incidents, compared to 16,413 in 
2023.

Part One crime was also up 
around 3 percent citywide in 
’24 from the five-year average of 
16,153 incidents.

Councilor Flynn files hearing 
orders on Boston 2024 crime 
stats and Boston Crime Lab

Special to the Times

At this year’s first City Council 
Meeting, Boston City Councilor 
Ed Flynn filed a hearing to dis-
cuss the Boston 2024 end-of-year 
crime statistics report and examine 
trends across the City, while also 
refiling a hearing order to discuss 
the resources and status of the 
Boston Crime Lab. 

According to the 2024 year-end 
crime statistics report released by 
the Boston Police Department, 
Part 1 crime increased by 1% 
from 2023 to 2024, firearm-re-
lated arrests stayed the same at 
436 arrests, and gunfire incidents 
decreased slightly from 107 to 105 
incidents. In 2024, Boston also 
had the lowest homicide rate in 
almost 70 years. As we recognize 
the hardworking men and women 
at the Boston Police Department 
for their dedication to keep our 
city safe, it is important to discuss 
the increases in Part 1 crime, espe-
cially in the categories of domestic 
and non-domestic assault, up by 
43 and 23 incidents respectively, 
commercial burglary, up by 17 
incidents, and other larceny, which 
saw the most notable increase by 
645 incidents. Discussing these 
statistics will help our communi-
ties understand the scope of crime 
in their respective neighborhoods, 
as well as inform successes and 
shortcomings of different strate-
gies. 

Last year, it was reported that 
the Boston Crime Laboratary was 
severely lagging behind on the test-
ing of sexual assault kits within a 

state-mandated testing timeline of 
30 days. At a hearing to discuss 
resources for the Crime Lab last 
year, the delays were attributed to 
understaffing and a lack of stable 
leadership. Since then, the City 
Council voted to internally reallo-
cate $1 million within the Boston 
Police Department to support the 
work of the Boston Police Crime 
Lab during the FY25 budget cycle, 
including $700,000 to increase the 
hiring of lab techs and to fill the 
director vacancy, and $300,000 to 
purchase new sexual assault test-
ing equipment with DNA testing 
capacities, such as Y-Screening. 
This new hearing will follow up on 
last year’s discussion and realloca-
tion of funding to see if any prog-
ress has been made, and whether 
the Crime Lab needs additional 
resources. 

“It is important to discuss last 
year’s crime statistics to help our 
communities understand the prev-
alence and types of crimes occur-
ring in their neighborhoods, which 
can inform our policy decisions, 
as well as guide our neighbors, 
families, and our seniors on ways 
to prevent and report crime,” said 
Councilor Flynn. “On the Crime 
Lab, the City Council voted last 
year to approve an amendment for 
a $1 million funding reallocation 
within the Boston Police Depart-
ment to support personnel and 
upgraded testing capabilities. It 
is critical that we work to ensure 
Boston is in compliance with the 
state mandated testing timeline of 
30 days for sexual assault kits.”

Shown from left are Beacon Hill residents Mary Ellen Eagan, Hilary 
Gabrieli and Alicia Cooney.

ANNUAL BEACON HILL BELLRINGING

Shown above are some of the people who gathered at Louisburg Square on Christmas Eve to hear the bellringing.  

The musical event attracted many 
families.

Please scan for more information 
about the Bellringing event.

ed Victoria Madigan, Chuck Gib-
son, Pamela Madigan, Griff Gall 
and Robert Johnson.
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CITY OF BOSTON HOLDS FIRST NIGHT CELEBRATION
DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTOS

The City Of Boston celebrated 
New Year’s Eve with First Night 
events throughout Downtown. A 
parade marched from City Hall 

to the Public Garden culminating 
with a fireworks show on Bos-
ton Common. The city welcomes 
2025.

JP Honk marches in the parade. 

Parade spectators watch the festivities at the corner of Charles and 
Boylston Streets.

Fireworks provide a brilliant back-
drop for the Soldiers And Sailors 
Monument in Boston Common. 

Spectators watch the parade make it’s way along Boylston Street. 

JP Honk marches in the parade. 

Parade spectators line up along Charles Street to get a look at the procession. 

Members of the Red Rebel Brigade march. The red dresses symbolize 
the lifeblood that connects all species on Earth as one and to draw 
attention to climate change. 

The Granese and Thomson Families from Beverly.
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CITY OF BOSTON HOLDS FIRST NIGHT CELEBRATION
DEREK KOUYOUMJIAN PHOTOS

Kara Casey marches with The 
Puppet Free Library. 

The William Diamond Junior Fife & Drum Corps from Lexington, MA.

The Greater Boston Chinese Cultural Association marches in the parade. 

The Greater Boston Chinese Cultural Association marches with a bril-
liantly lit dragon on Charles Street. 

The Mandarin characters read “Happy New Year” as part of the Greater Boston Chinese Cultural 
Association’s contribution to the parade. 

The Puppet Free Library has an impressive presence in the parade. 

Members of the Open Air Circus 
march in the parade. 
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Wu kicks off Boston Family 
Days at Gardner Museum

Special to the Times

Mayor Michelle Wu visited the 
Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum 
on Sunday, Jan. 5, for the launch 
of Boston Family Days - an expan-
sion of BPS Sundays pilot pro-
gram. 

Via Boston Family Days, stu-
dents in Grades K-12 who live in 
the city, along with two guests, can 

gain free admittance to nine of the 
city’s cultural institutions, includ-
ing the Isabella Stewart Gardner 
Museum, on the first two Sundays 
of each month.

Visit https://www.boston.gov/
departments/arts-and-culture/bos-
ton-family-days for more infor-
mation and to register for Boston 
Family Days.

Pictured, left to right, are Mayor Michelle Wu; Peggy Fogelman, the 
Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum’s Norma Jean Calderwood Director; 
and District 8 City Councilor Sharon Durkan.

Mayor Michelle Wu and Peggy Fogelman, the Isabella Stewart Gardner 
Museum’s Norma Jean Calderwood Director.

MAYOR’S OFFICE PHOTOS BY ISABEL LEON

Shown (above and below) a look inside the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum’s courtyard.

Brewster & Berkowitz  
Real Estate

121 Mt. Vernon Street • Boston, Massachusetts 02108 
www.brewberk.com 

617.367.0505

Ron Berkowitz
Mary Dunlavey

Sally Brewster
Betsey Barrett

Sales Rentals
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Special to the Times

Allison S. Cartwright, Esq., 
was sworn in January 1 as Clerk 
of the Supreme Judicial Court for 
the County of Suffolk by SJC Chief 
Justice Kimberly S. Budd, in a cer-
emony that took place in the Great 
Hall of the John Adams Court-
house in Boston.

Attorney Cartwright was elect-
ed in November 2024 by the vot-
ers of Suffolk County to become 
the SJC Clerk for the County of 
Suffolk, and fills the position being 
vacated by Maura Sweeney Doyle, 
Esq. Clerk Doyle was appointed 
to the position in 1996, and was 
subsequently elected in 1998, serv-
ing for 28 years before retiring 
on December 21, 2024. Attorney 
Cartwright is the second woman 
and first black person to hold 
this position since its inception in 
1693.

“For nearly three decades, we 
have been fortunate to have Maura 
Doyle serving in this position, and 
she has done so with professional-
ism, passion, and dedication,” said 
Chief Justice Kimberly S. Budd. 
“Today, we are equally fortunate 
to have Allison Cartwright step-
ping into this role. As an experi-
enced lawyer and manager, she is 
well prepared to lead the county 
clerk’s office, and my colleagues 
and I look forward to working 

with her.”
The SJC Clerk for the County 

of Suffolk is responsible for the 
management of the Court’s single 
justice caseload, which is com-
prised of petitions seeking review 
of lower court rulings under the 
SJC’s general superintendency 
power and various rules of court; 
bail review; appeals from State 
registration boards and agencies; 
all matters relating to Bar Admis-
sion and the practice of law in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts; 
and administrative disciplinary 
matters filed by the Board of Bar 
Overseers affecting members of 

the bar.
“I am excited and honored to 

have the privilege of serving as 
the next Clerk of the SJC for the 
County of Suffolk,” said Attor-
ney Cartwright.  “My team and I 
recognize the important role the 
Clerk’s Office has to ensure that 
our state’s highest court maintains 
its independence and delivers jus-
tice in a manner that is fair, equita-
ble, and accessible to the people of 
Massachusetts.”

Retired Supreme Judicial Court 
Chief Justice Roderick L. Ireland 
served as Master of Ceremonies. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited by Attorney Cartwright’s 
son, Jonathan S. Cartwright. Mr. 
Meyer Chambers, the Director of 
the Archdiocese of Boston Black 
Catholic Choir, led a musical rendi-
tion of America the Beautiful (arr. 
by Ray Charles). Speakers includ-
ed Boston Mayor Michelle Wu 
and State Sen. Lydia M. Edwards. 
Rev. Rahsaan Hall, Esq., Associate 
Minister of St. Paul AME Church 
in Cambridge, delivered the Bene-
diction. 

Attorney Cartwright began her 
career at the Committee for Pub-
lic Counsel Services (CPCS), as a 
trial attorney, working in the Rox-
bury office for four years. She then 
worked for the City of Boston as 
Assistant Corporation Counsel, 

before opening Cartwright & 
Coleman, a civil and criminal lit-
igation law firm, from 1997 to 
2001. In 2001, she opened Cart-
wright Law Office. During that 
time, she also mentored attor-
neys for the Suffolk Lawyers for 
Justice, Inc; from 2011 to 2019, 
she worked as the organization’s 
Supervising Attorney. In 2019, she 
returned to CPCS as Attorney-In-
Charge and then Managing Direc-
tor of the Central Region, where 
she managed offices in in Suffolk 
and Norfolk Counties.

Attorney Cartwright is a grad-
uate of University of Michigan, 
Michigan State University and 
Boston College Law School.

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$195.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

Old North Illuminated joins prestigious Bloomberg Philanthropies 
Digital Accelerator Program in anticipation of 250th anniversaries

 Special to the Times

Old North Illuminated, the 
non-profit organization that stew-
ards Old North Church & Histor-
ic Site, announced that it has been 
selected to join the Bloomberg 
Philanthropies Digital Accelera-
tor Program. This initiative helps 
cultural organizations across the 
U.S. and U.K. strengthen technol-
ogy and management practices to 
improve operations, drive reve-
nue, increase fundraising, engage 
broader audiences, and deliver 
dynamic programming.

Old North Illuminated man-
ages all interpretive, educational, 
and preservation programs at the 
Old North Church & Historic 
Site in Boston’s historic North 
End neighborhood. Established 
in 1723, Old North Church is the 
oldest surviving church building in 
the city of Boston and a popular 
Freedom Trail destination. Old 
North is famous for the events of 
April 18, 1775, when two men 
climbed the church’s steeple to 
hold two lanterns aloft as a signal 

from Paul Revere to fellow Patri-
ots that British troops were head-
ed to Concord “by sea” across the 
Charles River. This coded message 
and Paul Revere’s midnight ride 
helped spark the Revolutionary 
War, which erupted the following 
day with the Battles of Lexington 
and Concord. Old North’s lantern 
signal was immortalized in Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow’s poem 
“Paul Revere’s Ride” with the 
phrase “one if by land, and two if 
by sea.”  

“The Bloomberg Philanthro-
pies Digital Accelerator Program 
comes at a pivotal time for Old 
North,” says Nikki Stewart, Exec-
utive Director of Old North Illu-
minated. “As we approach the 
250th anniversary of Paul Revere’s 
lantern signal in 2025 and Amer-
ica’s 250th birthday in 2026, this 
critical support will help us rede-
sign our website to better serve the 
hundreds of thousands of visitors 
expected in Boston. Our website 
also hosts free curricula, lesson 
plans, and educational videos used 
in classrooms nationwide. We’re 

grateful to Bloomberg Philan-
thropies for enhancing the digital 
experience for history students 
and global visitors.”

Over the past three years, the 
Digital Accelerator Program has 
been a catalyst for strengthening 
nearly 150 cultural organizations 
across the U.S. and U.K. To date, 
the 40 institutions that were part 
of the first cohort cumulatively 
grew an additional $20 million 
in new revenue including through 
fundraising, reached over 1 mil-
lion new audience members, and 
engaged more than 4,000 new art-
ists and partners.

Old North Illuminated is one 
of 200 nonprofit cultural organi-
zations accepted into Bloomberg 
Philanthropies’ new Digital Accel-
erator Program cohort, spanning 
artistic disciplines and organiza-
tion size in 52 U.S. cities and 28 
U.K. cities.

Established in 1991 as the Old 
North Foundation, Old North 
Illuminated is a 501(c)(3) nonprof-
it organization that is responsible 
for historic site operations and 

interpretative, educational, and 
preservation programs at the icon-
ic Old North Church & Historic 
Site. A secular organization that 
is independent of Christ Church 
in the City of Boston, Old North 
Illuminated welcomes approxi-
mately 500,000 visitors annually 
while overseeing the preservation 
of an enduring symbol of Amer-
ican independence. Old North 
Illuminated serves a wide audience 
by creating meaningful experienc-
es through educational outreach, 
site-specific programming, and 
historical analysis. ONI works 
collaboratively with the City of 
Boston, the U.S. National Park 
Service, the Freedom Trail Foun-
dation, and other partners to fos-
ter educational and interpretive 
programs for students and visitors 
while engaging the public in Old 
North Church’s history and its role 
in inspiring liberty and freedom. In 
2023, Old North Church & His-
toric Site was designated as a Site 
of Conscience by the International 
Coalition of Sites of Conscience 
(ICSC), joining a global network 

of historic sites, museums, and 
memory initiatives that connect 
past struggles to today’s move-
ments for human rights. For more 
information, visit: www.oldnorth.
com.

Bloomberg Philanthropies 
invests in 700 cities and 150 coun-
tries around the world to ensure 
better, longer lives for the greatest 
number of people. The organiza-
tion focuses on creating lasting 
change in five key areas: the Arts, 
Education, Environment, Gov-
ernment Innovation, and Public 
Health. Bloomberg Philanthro-
pies encompasses all of Michael 
R. Bloomberg’s giving, including 
his foundation, corporate, and 
personal philanthropy as well as 
Bloomberg Associates, a philan-
thropic consultancy that advises 
cities around the world. In 2023, 
Bloomberg Philanthropies distrib-
uted $3 billion. For more infor-
mation, please visit bloomberg.
org, sign up for our newsletter, or 
follow us on Instagram, LinkedIn, 
YouTube, Threads, Facebook, and 
X.

Cartwright sworn in as new Clerk of Supreme Judicial Court

PHOTO COURTESY JOHN WILCOX/BOSTON MAYOR’S OFFICE

Attorney Allison S. Cartwright is sworn in by SJC Chief Justice 
Kimberly S. Budd.
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CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
North Washington Street Bridge

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Division
INFORMAL PROBATE
G.L. c. 190B, SS
3-306
PUBLICATION
NOTICE
Docket No.
SU24P2749EA
Estate of:
Edith Barbara
Davis
Also Known As:
E. Barbara Davis
Date of Death:
August 29,2024
To all persons interested in 
the above captioned estate 

and, if interested, to the Office 
of the Attorney General and 
the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, notice is hereby given 
on December 6, 2024 that the 
Petitioner Susan E. Davis of 
New York, NY intends to file 
with the above-named Probate 
and Family Court, not sooner 
than seven (7) days after this 
notice, a Petition for Informal 
Probate of a Will
Petition for Informal Appoint-
ment of Personal Representa-
tive, to serve without surety 
on the bond Susan E. Davis of 
New York, NY.
The estate is being admin-
istered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without supervision 

by the Court. Inventory and 
accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, 
but interested parties are 
entitled to notice regarding 
the administration from the 
Personal Representative and 
can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets 
and expenses of administra-
tion. Interested parties are 
entitled to petition the Court 
to institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminat-
ing or restricting the powers 
of Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Pe-
tition and Will, if any, can be 
obtained from the Petitioner.

01/09/25
BH

Michael S. Wiedman, MD 
Renowned Opthamologist

Michael S. Wiedman, MD 
passed peacefully on December 
27, 2024, with his loving wife, 
Irene, by his side.

He was born in 
New York on October 
4, 1927, to his parents, 
Morris and

Rose (Greenberg) 
Wiedman. He graduat-

ed from the University of Vermont 
College of Medicine and gener-
ously provided medical treatment 
to those in need in Appalachia and 
abroad.

Dr. Mike, as he was affection-
ately known, was a renowned 
ophthalmologist, who was an 
innovator in cataract surgery, 
oculoplastic surgery and corneal 
transplant surgery. In addition 
to his private practice, Dr. Mike 
performed research and taught 
at Harvard University Medical 
School and Massachusetts Eye 
and Ear Infirmary.

As an avid world traveler, Dr. 
Mike found ways to incorporate 
his medical knowledge with his 
adventures by researching the 
impact of high altitudes on eye 
health while climbing Mt. Ever-
est and Mt. Kilimanjaro. He was 
a fellow of the Royal Geographi-
cal Society in recognition of both 
geographical and medical work on 
an expedition that discovered the 
source of the Amazon River in the 
Andes.

Dr. Mike ran multiple Boston 
and New York Marathons and led 
relay races around Lake Winni-
pesaukee in New Hampshire. He 
served as a sketch artist in the U.S. 
Army. In addition to traveling and 

athletics, he was an enthusiast for 
education, opera music, wine, art, 
photography and rock climbing.

Dr. Mike is survived by his 
wife of over 26 years, Irene (Kon-
tulis) Wiedman, his son, Timo-
thy F. Wiedman, and Timothy’s 
daughter, Faith Wiedman, his son, 
Thomas B. Wiedman, and Thom-
as’ daughter, Fenja Königsmann, 
his niece, Winifred J. Richmond, 
and his step-daughters, Melissa 
F. Cutler (Earle) and Daphne F. 
Chapin (Aldus). He was affec-
tionally known as Doc to his two 
step-grandchildren. He was pre-
deceased by his son, Nicholas M. 
Wiedman, his three

sisters, Miriam (Wiedman) 
Richmond, Hilda Wiedman and 
Lucille Wiedman and his nephew, 
Robert J. Richmond. He is also 
survived by many close friends, 
colleagues and his long-time pet 
tortoise, Climby.

A private memorial service will 
be held at a future date.

The Construction Look-Ahead  
through January 18 for the North 
Washington Street Bridge is as fol-
lows:

Scheduled Work
• West sidewalk formwork and 

utility install
• Southwest approach barrier 

and sidewalk work
• Marine fender wood installa-

tion
• Lovejoy walkway pile cap 

formwork
Work Hours

• Monday through Friday from 
6 a.m. to 6 p.m.

• Saturday from 6 a.m. to 2 
p.m.

Travel Tips
For everyone using the east 

sidewalk of the new bridge, please 
help share the space: walk to the 
right, walk bikes, and be mindful 
of people coming from both direc-
tions, if walking in a large group.

Drivers should take care to pay 
attention to all signage and move 
carefully through the work zone. 
Police details, lane markings, tem-
porary barriers, traffic cones, sig-
nage, and other tools will be used 
to control traffic and create safe 
work zones.

The Tudor Wharf Walkway 
(under the bridge next to the 
water in Paul Revere Park) will 
be intermittently closed for safety 
during construction operations, 
with access provided via the Water 
Street underpass. The Boston Har-
borwalk under the bridge and 
eastern/harborside bridge side-
walk remain closed until rebuilt.

The contractor is coordinating 
with the TD Garden and local 
police to provide awareness and 
manage traffic impacts during 
events. For your awareness, the 
following TD Garden events are 
scheduled during this look-ahead 

period:
• Bruins: 1/6 at 6 p.m., 1/7 at 7 

p.m., and 1/14 at 7 p.m.
• Celtics: 1/10 at 7:30 p.m., 

1/12 at 6 p.m., 1/17 at 7 p.m., and 
1/18 at 7 p.m.

• Other events: 1/11 at 8 a.m.
How can I find more informa-

tion?
Stay up-to-date and informed 

by following @MassDOT on X, 
formerly known as Twitter, and 
Mass 511 for real-time updates, 
visiting the project website, or 
emailing us with any questions.

You can also sign up to receive 
project updates via email by click-
ing this link.

Project website: Mass.
g o v / n o r t h - w a s h i n g -
ton-street-bridge-replacement

Project email: NorthWashing-
tonStreet@dot.state.ma.us

Notice of Public Hearing
The Bay Village Historic Dis-

trict Commission will hold a vir-
tual public hearing on January 14 
at 4 p.m.

Attention: this meeting will 
only be held virtually and not in

Person. You can participate in 
the meeting by going to

Or calling 301-715-8592 and 
enter meeting id 943 2028 7433 #. 
You can also submit written com-
ments or questions to bayvillage-

ac@boston.gov
I Design Review
25.0446 BV 96 Broadway 

Street
Proposed Work: At side (south) 

elevation repair and recoat mason-
ry trim.

25.0509 BV 38 Melrose Street
Proposed Work: At front facade 

replace existing wood entry door.
25.0508 BV 38 Melrose Street
Proposed Work: At front facade 

replace four, second-story wood 

windows.
II Administrative Review/

Approval
25.0472 BV 18 Shawmut Street
Proposed Work: At roof replace 

slate and copper flashing in-kind.
III Ratification Of 11/12/2024 

Public Hearing Minutes
IV Staff Updates
V Projected Adjournment: 4:30 

p.m.

BAY VILLAGE PUBLIC MEETING
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The fence in the last clue is along the approach to the back entrance 
to Charles River Plaza. This busy pathway allows you to reach the 
stores and parking in the plaza complex from the Wang Building at 
Massachusetts General Hospital.

Do you have a favorite building or detail you would like featured? 
Email Penny@BostonZest.com with your suggestion.

THIS WEEK'S CLUE

Attention to Detail
Photos and Text By Penny Cherubino

THIS WEEK'S ANSWER

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS	 PRICE
BACK BAY
Rachlin, Lisa	 Joyce, Christopher J    	 30 Appleton St #1      	 $1,315,000  
One Charles St S Unit 11a	 Barbara J Pados RET   	 1 Charles St S #11A       	 $3,295,000  
Kudasova, Marina V     	 Edward M Brandt Minn RET	 290 Columbus Ave #3         	 $487,000   
Chaston Properties LLC	 Robet Porter T      	 314 Dartmouth St #C        	 $7,200,000  
Gilchrist, David         	 Fpg Lagrange Owner One L	 55 Lagrange St #904         	 $1,349,000 
Bosco, Robert D     	 Hostetter Jr, Daniel C  	 105 Marlborough St #1         	 $3,850,000  
Ford, Juliana         	 Kavanagh, Christina	 199 Marlborough St #701       	 $1,830,000  
25j Lightship T          	 Ts Residences Hld LLC	 430 Stuart St #25J           	 $5,375,000
Hootie Stuart RET       	 Hatfield, Jeffrey  	 430 Stuart St #30C          	 $7,700,000  
Dreyer, Nicholas J	 Dibartolomeo, Daniel	 61 Warren Ave #2            	 $1,131,000   
Dudek, Eric A          	 Trone, Robert J	 4 Charlesgate E #605       	 $1,500,000
Larsen, Kaiser      	 Bhogal, Jasbir	 327 Commonwealth Ave #4      	 $2,330,000

BEACON HILL
Christian Equity Invs LLC	 V S Haseotes Ii RET     	 70 Brimmer St #335            	 $500,000  
Fay Jr, James G	 James Brks Porter 2018 T	 78 Charles St                  	 $1,025,000
Christian Equity Invs LLC	 V S Haseotes Ii RET     	 108-114 Chestnut St #335     	 $500,000
Garg, Rohit	 Luccarelli, Margaret	 2 Hawthorne Pl #6M             	 $792,000
Lannan, Michael T      	 Yakimchuk, Dmitry	 5 Myrtle St #2               	 $1,210,000  
New Beacon Realty LLC	 Rogoff, Leah          	 37 Revere St #8              	 $885,000
Borshoff, Corey      	 Cedar Mainsail LLC	 67-71 W Cedar St #5         	 $1,375,000  
Padilla, Lace             	 Artola, Eduardo     	 6 Whittier Pl #7F           	 $430,000

BAY VILLAGE/SOUTH END/KENMORE
Crawford, Spencer N 	 Kilchline, Albert J	 87 E Brookline St #3           	 $1,040,000  
Sewall, Ryan	 Klau, Judith	 519 Harrison Ave #D316    	 $608,000  
Doherty, Mark J	 Wang, Rui	 700 Harrison Ave #401        	 $808,500  
David J Ferry 2012 Irt    	 Sweeney, Joseph M	 735 Harrison Ave #W108        	 $880,000  
Humphrey, Jimmy D	 Bunnell, Craig A     	 107 Jersey St #22C       	 $470,000  
Byun, Alfred            	 Duff, Ryan L	 40 Traveler St #115       	 $1,078,000  

WATERFRONT/DOWNTOWN
Coyne, Declan           	 Munnis, Cara       	 28-32 Atlantic Ave #415        	 $1,830,000  
Comm120 LLC	 Berarducci Vilma Est   	 120 Commercial St #3-4      	 $696,000 
Ryan, Maryruth	 Oliveira, Duarte N	 300 Commercial St #801    	 $675,000  
Fay, Laura C	 Brochetti, Wendy	 85 E India Row #25A      	 $620,000
Vassi, Danielle    	 Brocard, Olivier R	 16 Foster St #9              	 $475,000 
Savy, Peter N         	 Robichaud, Albert J  	 1 Franklin St #4105      	 $2,400,000  
Goicuria, Adriana L	 Tsang, Elaine	 88 Hudson St #603          	 $217,012  
12 Post Office Square LLC	 Gre Liberty Square LLC	 10 Liberty Sq             	 $10,400,000  
12 Post Office Square LLC	 Gre Liberty Square LLC	 12 Post Office Sq             	 $10,400,000
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visit www.beaconhilltimes.com

Is ExpandIng ThEIr TEam!
Luxor Hair Studio wants to introduce the 
new addition to they team Marlon Ferreira. 
Marlon has been a hairstylist for 35 years, 
specializing in color, cuts, 
balayage, highlights, 
hair extensions etc.
He’s attended most 
prestigious hair academy 
all over the world.

Feel free to call 
857-239-9065 
or go online at 

Luxorhairstudio.com

luxorhairstudio.com
(857) 239-9065 • 137 charles st., boston

LU OR

� 
TULMAN ADAM 

PARTNERSHIP 

Experience Matters, 
and So Do Results.

#1 IN BEACON HILL, MOST UNITS SOLD 
FOR THE SECOND YEAR IN A ROW 

Thank you to all our incredible clients for trusting us 
with your real estate needs-your support has made 

every success possible! Whether you're considering a 
move, or just looking for neighborhood guidance, turn to 

experts you can trust. For a complimentary market 
analysis, contact us today. Happy New Year! 

Rebecca Davis Tulman 
617.510.5050 

Leslie Singleton Adam 
617.901.3664 

BeckyAndLeslie@GibsonSIR.com 
66 Beacon Street, Second Floor, Beacon Hill, 02108 

Source: MLSPin 2024. 
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated. 

Boston 
Antiques 

& Lampshades

Custom Paper & fabric 
shades 

Affordable Silk shades 
Fine Antiques & Jewelry 

 
119 Charles St.  
617-367-9000

BostonAntiques 
@yahoo.com

 Looking to purchase  
one item to entire estates.

Make a resolution to get more 
involved in your neighborhood in 
2025!

As we welcome the New Year, 
the Beacon Hill Civic Association is 
looking for neighbors who would 
like to get involved as committee 
members and volunteers. We have 
many committees including Traffic 
& Parking, Architecture, Trees, 
and Parks & Public Spaces that 
are always looking for new peo-
ple to join. The only requirement 
is that you be a BHCA member. 
Contact Patricia Tully at patricia.
tully@bhcivic.org if you’d like to 
learn more!

Upcoming Meetings
Architecture Committee - Mon-

day, January 13th, 5:30pm via 
Zoom

Board of Directors  - Monday, 
January 13th, 7pm, 74 Joy Street

Traffic & Parking  -    NEW 
DATE  Thursday, January 23rd, 
6pm, 74 Joy Street

Upcoming Events
Undecorating -Saturday and 

Sunday, January 25 & 26 (break-
fast for volunteers on Sunday)

For further information on 
these events and meetings, to 
volunteer, or to join a committee 
please contact the BHCA office at 
617-227-1922.

MARIANNE SALZA PHOTO

BHCA members gather for a neighborhood cleanup

Beacon Hill Civic Association Community Corner

All women over 40 should have 

a mammogram once a year. 

Breast cancer found early 

offers the best chance to be 

cured. Free or low cost 

mammograms are available. 

Mammograms 
Save Lives.

All women over 40 should have a mammogram once a 
year. Breast cancer found early offers the best chance to 
be cured. Free or low cost mammograms are available. 

For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
questions, contact us any time, day or night.

www.cancer.org
1.800.ACS.2345
Hope.Progress.Answers.®
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