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By Dan Murphy

The Beacon Hill Architectural 
Commission approved an appli-
cation for an extensive renovation 
of the Boston Athenaeum’s north 
façade and terrace on Thursday, 
April 16, at its monthly hearing, 
which was held virtually in the 
face of COVID-19. 

 The applicant, Matthew 
Bronski, a principal with the 
Waltham engineering firm 
Simpson Gumpertz & Heger, said 

the intended restoration would 
include a patchwork replacement 
of brownstone on the façade of 
10½ Beacon St.  “using a range of 
natural stone custom to the stone 
we’re replacing.” 

 The proposed terrace work 
would include the reconstruction 
of a leaning terrace retaining wall, 
as well as the replacement of a 
non-code-compliant bronze rail-
ing that sits atop the basement 
stairwell at the staff entrance, 
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 On Monday, April 20, Lydia Shire, Chef and Owner of Scampo, prepared over 50 lunches for frontline 
workers at Massachusetts General Hospital to show gratitude towards her Beacon Hill neighbors. Shire 
donated the lunches in collaboration with her good friend Leigh Nali, whose fiancée is a nurse in the ICU at 
MGH.
 Shire and her staff prepared a delicious boxed lunch of lobster rolls, homemade curried chicken salad, 
freshly baked white chocolate and macadamia nut cookies, and chips. Also included in each box was a $25 
gift card to Scampo to be used when the restaurant reopens.

By Dan Murphy

Even though construction in the 
city has drawn to a halt due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the state is 
still moving forward with plans 
to redevelop the Charles F. Hurley 

Building, according to Abigail 
Vladeck, senior project manager 
for the Division of Capital Asset 
Management and Maintenance.

 Vladeck provided an update 

Signs of Spring on Beacon Hill: Send your pho-
tos to info@bhcivic.org and we will publish them 

in our eblast.
This photo of Red Maple Buds by John Besser.
We hope our neighbors and members are faring 

well during this time. We are hopeful that we will 
be back to life as normal soon. 

Fortunately, the BHCA has been able to conduct 
virtual meetings, presentations and get-togethers 
to keep connected and working, while keeping our 
community informed of the latest local and state 
guidelines, and ways to help.

The Charles F. Hurley Building, which is poised for redevelopment. 

State plans to move forward with 
Hurley Building redevelopment

SCAMPO CHEF AND OWNER SHOWS HER 
APPRECIATION FOR MGH

(BHCA, Pg. 5)

(BHAC Pg. 5)

(Hurley Pg. 4)

BHAC approves renovation of 
Athenaeum’s façade and terrace

Level of Quality
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By Lauren Bennett

Mayor Walsh continues to urge 
Bostonians to abide by the guide-
lines set forth by the City and state 
in order to continue to control the 
spread of COVID-19. 

As of April 20, Boston had 
5,749 confirmed cases of the virus, 
and 187 people had died. 

Walsh announced on April 17 
that more efforts are being made 
to get the message across to all 
Boston residents. “We have nearly 
200 digital and print billboards 
across the city,” he said. The City 
is also calling 80,000 seniors twice 
a week in six different languages, 
he added.

Over the weekend, sound 
trucks also broadcasted informa-
tion about the importance of stay-
ing at home and other COVID-19 
related information in seven differ-
ent languages throughout Boston’s 
hardest hit communities—Hyde 
Park, Mattapan, Dorchester, East 
Boston, Roxbury, and Roslindale. 

The Mayor also said that the City 
is planning another literature 
delivery.

“We are in a public health 
emergency,” Walsh said. “We need 
you to do your part.” The Mayor 
reminded residents to cover their 
faces outside their homes, practice 
social and physical distancing, and 
“avoiding all crowded situations.”

Mayor Walsh also said that the 
City is prioritizing getting food to 
people each day, with 65 youth 
oriented food sites across the 
city—and several others for adults 
as well in East Boston, Dorchester, 
South Boston, Roxbury, Mattapan, 
and Brighton.

“Those sites have fed over 
400,000 meals to students across 
the city,” Walsh said. 

Walsh also addressed questions 
and concerns about colleges start-
ing up again in the fall. He said 
that he will be setting up a call 
with Boston’s college presidents 
this week to see what the pro-
grams might look like this fall.

“Colleges have an advantage to 

have social distancing if need be,” 
he said. He said the issue might 
lie within the dormitories, where 
students are in notoriously close 
contact and able to easily spread 
germs. He said he will report more 
information about this as he gets 
it.

As for elementary, middle and 
high schools, Walsh said it’s “too 
early to tell” what summer school 
would look like, and he thinks that 
any decisions regarding schools 
should be a statewide one. 

Over the weekend, Mayor 
Walsh said he observed many 
people following social distanc-
ing guidelines in the nice weather, 
but he also saw people playing 
golf and soccer. He said that the 
Boston Police Department had to 
break up golf games and tell peo-
ple to leave the course.

“We need to stop the spread of 
the virus,” Walsh said.

He also said that the Boston 
Athletic Association reported 
“very little activity” along the 
marathon route on Monday after 

Walsh asked over the weekend 
that people not run the marathon 
on the 20th, as the time will come 
in September to run the race. 

Boston Hope, PPE, 
And Testing Update

The Boston Hope field hos-
pital at the Boston Convention 
Exhibition Center had 162 total 
patients as of April 19, 86 on the 
hospital side and 76 on the home-
less shelter side. Boston will also 
now be participating in the mask 
decontamination that is happen-
ing in Somerville, which he said 
will “take some pressure off find-
ing more supplies,” as each mask 
can be reused up to 20 times if 
properly decontamination is used.

The City has also created a 
mobile testing app that shows 
where testing sites are across the 
city, and it can be found at bphc.
org. It includes things like loca-
tions, hours, and phone numbers 
for the different test sites. Walsh 
said the goal is to have every com-
munity health center be able to 
provide testing to the residents in 

their neighborhoods. 
Additionally, information about 

the number of people tested and 
the rates of positive tests in each 
community will now be available 
online.

People can still text the word 
BOSCOVID to 888777 to receive 
text updates from the city, and 
codes for ten other languages can 
be found at boston.gov/corona-
virus.

Walsh said that once the virus 
passes, things are “going to be 
very different” in the city for a 
while as everyone adapts to a new 
normal. He said plans will have 
to be in place for reopening and 
thinking about what the operation 
of places like restaurants will look 
like moving forward. 

“We do have to get back at 
some point to some type of nor-
malcy,” Walsh said, but for now, 
people should continue to follow 
social distancing guidelines and 
other precautions to prevent the 
spread of the virus. 

Walsh urges people to continue social distancing, expands outreach for information

By Lauren Bennett

Over the weekend and early 
this week, Governor Charlie Baker 
made several announcements 
regarding COVID-19 in the state.

Baker announced that all 
Massachusetts public and pri-
vate schools will remain closed 
for the remainder of the school 
year. He said that he understands 
that “school closures pout a tre-
mendous strain on parents,” and 
“we know it’s a lot to ask,” but 
the state will be helping to boost 
remote learning for the rest of the 
school year. 

“It’s the right thing to do, con-
sidering the facts on the ground 
associated with the COVID-19 
pandemic,” Baker said. He said 
that due to the lack of “author-
itative guidance” about how to 
safely get kids to and from school 
and safely operate schools, “we 
believe students therefore cannot 
safely return to school and void 
the risk of transmitting the virus 
to others.” 

To all high school seniors who 
were looking forward to end of 
year activities like trips and the 
prom, Baker said:  “Keep your 
heads up…we’ll get through this 
pandemic together.” 

Lt. Governor Karyn Polito also 
had a message for high school 
seniors.

“You lived a lot, you’ve had 
great times, you’ve learned a lot 
and you’re ready to that the next 
step in your life,” she said, “and 

there’s no doubt in my mind that 
the creativity of your superinten-
dent, your principal, and your par-
ents will make sure that the mile-
stone that you’ve achieved will be 
celebrated and will be honored.”

She thanked the superinten-
dents, parents, principals, educa-
tors, and students for helping the 
administration “arrive at what we 
know is the right decision at this 
point in time.”

Polito urged students to contin-
ue learning using the remote tools 
provided to them by their teachers, 
and to not take this announcement 
as meaning that “school’s out for 
summer.” She also encouraged 
them to stay in touch with their 
friends via technology, and con-
tinue to exercise and participate in 
hobbies from home.

She also said that “now is the 
time” to “lean in, embrace it , and 
do the best you can, not only for 
yourself, but to encourage your 
peers, and, to when the last day 
of the school year arrives, feel 
like you’ve accomplished some-
thing…” 

Additionally, Baker announced 
that all non-emergency childcare 
will be closed until June 29. Baker 
said he recognizes this puts a strain 
on families, but the state will work 
towards “slowly restoring child-
care capacity once it can be done 
safely.” 

He also said there will be a 
partnership with WGBH to pro-
vide “resources and activities” for 
parents to do with their young 

children at home. 
As of right now, the closure of 

non-essential businesses and the 
stay at home advisory are still in 
place until May 4.

Contact Tracing, PPE. 
Homelessness Efforts

As of April 20, there were 39,643 
positive cases in Massachusetts, 
and there were 1,809 deaths. 

On April 16, Baker talked 
more about contact tracing in 
the Commonwealth. He said that 
Massachusetts is the “first state 
in the nation” to trace individuals 
who are COVID-19 positive. 

Baker said that 176 employees 
were hired to do contact tracing 
through phone calls, and he told 
residents that they should answer 
these calls if they get one, because 
this information is a “key” to 
stopping the spread of the virus 
and saving lives.

The state also remains a top tes-
ter in the nation, and personal pro-
tective equipment (PPE) continues 
to be distributed. Self testing kits 
have been sent out to 103 facilities 
in the Commonwealth, according 
to secretary of Health and Human 
Services Marylou Sudders. 

On April 17, Baker announced 
the distribution of PPE in the form 
of around 200,000 respirator 
masks to local law enforcement 
officers and firefighters, including 
university police.

“To facilitate quick distri-
bution of these masks, MEMA 
[Massachusetts Emergency 
Management Agency] is employ-

ing a regional point of distribution 
(POD) model where communi-
ties can pick up their supply of 
masks at their designated MEMA 
POD,” the state said on April 17. 
“These POD sites are open today 
and have already distributed tens 
of thousands of masks to first 
responders in the first few hours.”

Law enforcement officers and 
firefighters will now have a one-
month supply of respirator masks, 
which comes to five masks each. 

The Baker-Pol i to 
Administration also announced 
new steps to address homelessness 
during the pandemic. 

“Massachusetts was among 
the first states to create desig-
nated isolation sites for COVID-
positive homeless individuals, the 
result of a partnership between the 
Commonwealth, homeless shelters 
and municipalities that has been 
underway for weeks,” the state 
said on April 17.

The state announced “five key 
initiatives” in this effort, including 
the establishment of isolation and 
recovery sites for homeless indi-
viduals who have tested positive, 
providing supplies such as tents, 
beds, and portable showers to 
local quarantine sites, supporting 
families who are in domestic vio-
lence and emergency assistance 
shelters, expediting the distribu-
tion of PPE to shelters, and pro-
viding technical assistance to orga-
nizations and municipalities who 
request funding through FEMA. 

Additionally, the Baker-Polito 

administration also announced an 
additional $100 reimbursement 
for each child who is placed in fos-
ter care, and issued an emergency 
order that creates emergency sites 
for children living in homes that 
have tested positive for the virus 
and need care in an isolated set-
ting. 

Unemployment Benefits
On April 20, the Baker-Polito 

administration announced that 
“Massachusetts residents who 
are not eligible for regular unem-
ployment benefits can now apply 
online for the new Pandemic 
Unemployment Assistance (PUA) 
program,” according to a release 
from the state. 

This new program provides up 
to 39 weeks of unemployment 
benefits to those who are “unable 
to work because of a COVID-19 
related reason but are not eligible 
for regular or extended unem-
ployment benefits,” such as gig 
economy workers, those who are 
self-employed, independent con-
tractors, or those who have limit-
ed work history. 

“As a Commonwealth, we are 
committed to doing everything in 
our power, and moving as urgently 
as possible to get workers impact-
ed by the COVID-19 crisis the 
benefits they deserve,” Governor 
Baker said in a statement. “With 
the implementation of this new 
federal benefit program, we can 
better support workers not nor-
mally covered by the unemploy-

Baker announces closure of schools for the remainder of the school year

(SCHoolS Pg. 5)
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The regal profile in the last clue is that of Marie-Joseph Paul Yves 
Roch Gilbert du Motier, Marquis de La Fayette. Historic New England 
writes, “This close-up view shows the Marquis de Lafayette Memorial, 
created by sculptor John Francis Paramino and dedicated by the City 
of Boston on September 6, 1924, on the Tremont Street Mall of Boston 
Common.” This section of the walkway was renamed Lafayette Mall.

Do you have a favorite building or detail you would like featured? Send 
an email to Penny@BostonZest.com with your suggestion.

Real Estate Transfers

THIS WEEK'S CLUE

Attention to Detail
By Penny CHeruBino

THIS WEEK'S ANSWERBUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE

BACK BAY 

Guillermo, Enrique C      Dringenberg, Jessica 169 Beacon St #B4             $595,000
Knez, Jessica Botsford, Alan C     303 Berkeley St #5              $3,045,000
Vohr, Neal Koontz, Jill A 111 Marlborough St #B           $975,000
Ratimex LLC Spasic, Daniel       28 Marlborough St #4           $1,470,000
Harvey, Timothy P      Hsu, Philip S 390 Commonwealth Ave #501   $920,000
Kim, Eun J Fruehan, Mark 464 Commonwealth Ave #43     $890,000

BEACON HILL
62 Chestnut Street NT      Lee, James R            62 Chestnut St                  $4,300,000
Mccaffrey, Maureen A JDJ Rentals LLC 32 Derne St #3C               $1,775,000
Staples, Jennie M Barber Pole LLC 20 Joy St #2                     $640,000
    
BAY VILLAGE/SOUTH END/KENMORE
Nassab, Ali A           2012 Newman FT      400 Stuart St #19B            $2,085,000
Lesaffre, Luke Goldie, Jason 77 Warren Ave                  $4,500,000
Mcauliff, Robert           Donovan, Erin          12 Piedmont St #3              $1,725,000
Gu, Ruoxi Salem, Munal S      4 Charlesgate E #304          $1,200,000
Graziose, David A        Heiss, Michael 60 Charlesgate W #BA         $585,000
Mikuckis, Tomas E       Hughes, Jessica C 30 Dwight St #1                $1,400,000
Yazawa, Akira           James E Scott LT       21 Father Francis Gilday St    $1,269,000
Jung, Myong S              Ali, Faisal          79 Gainsborough St #406       $753,000
Kehoe, Jonathan Urbanista RT         1 Saint George St #3A        $1,049,000
Miao, Jilang             Cronin, Gregory       25 Saint Stephen St #1         $680,000
Laprade, Sara E Chevrier, Colette 656 Tremont St #5            $545,000
Merrill, Jakefield B     Waywood, Richard J       20 Upton St #1                 $1,925,000
Trousil, Sebastian JP Property 1 LLC 3531 Washington St #205          $800,000
Calderon, Ana JP Property 1 LLC 3531 Washington St #209       $184,400
Hanrahan, Kristen L    JP Property 1 LLC 3531 Washington St #323      $288,700

WATERFRONT/DOWNTOWN
Harrist, Terence J Strecker, William D     2 Avery St #26F           $1,105,000
Spalluto, Caitlin F Doyle, William       9-15 Battery St #7             $767,000
Quesada, Michael      Blackburn, Brian J 80 Broad St #306         $720,000
Talwar, Karan            Macintyre, James D     65 E India Row #29F            $1,625,000
Lockhart, Jeffrey      Doshi, Paras 37 Fleet St #2            $755,000
El-Hariry, Iman MP MTB Units LLC 1 Franklin St #4001          $2,875,000
Leary, Timothy J       Pereira, Paula 134-136 Fulton St #2          $1,315,000
Chay, Dion A Nathan, Gavin R      210-216 Lincoln St #503       $925,000
Chinese Economic Dev Cncl Roman Cath Archb Of 78 Tyler St             $2,000,000
Bommart, Gilles         Washington Street RT    580 Washington St #7B         $2,225,000

WE ARE RENTING APARTMENTS. 
OPERATING 100% VIRTUALLY 

www.YourBostonApartments.com
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Hurley (from pg. 1)

ONCE AGAIN, MASS.
IS SHOWING THE WAY 

With the launch this past week of of the COVID-19 Community 
Tracing Collaborative (CTC) to mitigate the spread of the coronavirus 
in Massachusetts, our state once again is taking a leading role at this 
critical time for our nation.

Massachusetts is the first state to invest in an ambitious contact-trac-
ing program, budgeting $44 million to hire 1,000 people. Gov. Charlie 
Baker said the goal of the program is to enable state health officials to 
identify pockets of infection as they emerge and thereby prevent infected 
people from spreading the virus further.

If successful, the program will provide government leaders in the 
coming weeks with the data they need to make meaningful decisions 
about relaxing our current strict social-distancing measures in order to 
reopen our economy.

The collaborative effort with Partners In Health will focus on tracing 
the contacts of confirmed positive COVID-19 patients and supporting 
individuals who are in quarantine. It will augment the efforts already 
underway from the state’s COVID-19 Response Command Center to 
assist the contact tracing being done by local boards of health.

Partners In Health will provide staff and contribute technical exper-
tise in community tracing. The Commonwealth Health Insurance 
Connector Authority will provide a virtual support center and maintain 
connectivity, while the Massachusetts Department of Health will man-
age data. Accenture, a professional services company, and Salesforce, a 
global leader in customer relationship management, are implementing 
support center capabilities.

We applaud this extraordinary joint effort between state government 
and private entities. In addition, we urge all of our residents who receive 
a call from CTC workers to cooperate fully with the program so that 
our communities can begin to take the offensive against this terrible 
pandemic.

on the proposed redevelopment of 
the 3327,00 square-foot Hurley 
Building located at the corner of 
Staniford and Cambridge streets, 
which opened in 1971, and is 
home to several state agencies, 
including the Department of 
Unemployment Assistance, during 
a virtual meeting sponsored by the 
Beacon Hill Civic Association on 
Thursday, April 16.

 A private partner selected by 
the state would enter into a ground 
lease for the site and assume 
responsibility for planning, financ-
ing and permitting, Vladeck said, 
adding that expected benefits of 
the project include the creation 
of modern, cost-comparable office 
space for state employees and pub-
lic-realm improvements across an 
eight-acre block. 

 “We’re not coming up with 
the plan for what we’re develop-
ing there, that’s what we’re solic-
iting from the developer, along 
with public input,” Vladeck said. 
“We’ve heard different civic uses 
proposed for the site, including 
a school and more generic civic 
space that could be for public pro-
gramming.”

 Vladeck described the Hurley 

Building as an “underutilized site 
downtown” that is a “difficult 
building to program” while offer-
ing a “problematic street-level 
experience.”

 The timeline for the project 
set prior to the coronavirus pan-
demic striking Boston included 
the launch of the formal process 
to find a partner this fall and 
designation of the partner by mid-
2021. Permitting and financing 
would be finalized by late 2022, 
with the project slated for comple-
tion in early 2025.

 While this proposed schedule 
is likely to change now, Vladeck 
said, “The good thing about a 
government timeline is it allows 
you to wait out the crisis a bit.”

 Vladeck also said she doesn’t 
expect interest in redeveloping the 
site would wane due to the current 
economic climate.

 “I think the fundamental con-
cept will be able to move for-
ward,” Vladeck said. “Over the 
long timespan, if no one is inter-
ested in the site, we have bigger 
problems.”

 State Rep. Jay Livingstone said, 
“One thing that’s unique about 
this public space is the expec-

tations of people are different, 
especially because of the lack of a 
school or a senior center in Beacon 
Hill or the West End.”

 City Councilor Ed Flynn said, 
“I don’t want this opportunity 
to pass us by without getting the 
public involved with want they 
want to see there.”

 City Councilor Michael 
Flaherty said it would make to 
develop the site as a whole, since a 
Planned Development Area (PDA) 
– an overlay district designated 
by the city that establishes special 
zoning controls for larger or com-
plex projects - is permitted on a 
portion of it.

 Beacon Hill resident Jeannette 
Herrmann underscored the 
important of engaging the MBTA 
early on in the redevelopment pro-
cess because the Hurley Building is 
convenient to all the subway lines, 
as well as North Station.

 “There really isn’t room to add 
much traffic,” she added.

 For more information or to 
submit a comment on the Hurley 
Building redevelopment plans, 
visit https://www.mass.gov/ser-
vice-details/charles-f-hurley-build-
ing-redevelopment.
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

JOHN J. RECCA 
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454

Meeting all your  
mechanical needs

617-723-3296

24/7 
emergency 

service
M9304

Geek For Hire

617-241-9664
617-515-2933

C  o  m  p  u  t  e  r    c  o  n  s  u  l  t  a  n  t    a  v  a  i  l  a  b  l  e    f  o  r    home or business. 

•  PC support & networking of all types with  
focus on secure Internet access (wired & wireless), 

•  broadband router & firewall technology, 
• virus detection/prevention,  
• spam control & data security/recovery.

ServiceS include:

Our Annual Meeting, to be 
held on Monday, May 18th, at six 
o’clock in the evening, will also be 
a virtual meeting. This will be a 
voting meeting for current BHCA 
members. We hope to reschedule 
our planned speaker, Joseph M. 
Bagley, Boston City Archeologist, 
to another date in the near future. 
Please re-confirm your interest 
in attending the BHCA Annual 
Meeting to info@bhcivic.org or 
call the office at 617-227-1922.

Upcoming BHCA Meetings 
and Events

Tuesday, April 28: Events 
Committee Meeting (virtual) at 
6pm. 

Monday, May 4: Beacon Hill 
Meet & Greet (virtual) at 6pm.

Wednesday, May 6: Zoning 
& Licensing Meeting (virtual) at 
7pm.

Monday, May 18: Annual 
Meeting (virtual) at 6pm.

Visit the Beacon Hill Civic 

Association website bhcivic.org or 
call the office (617-227-1922) for 
more information about any of 
these meetings or events. 

Join us!
If you haven’t yet become a 

member of the BHCA, we invite 
you to join online at www.bhcivic.
org/become-a-member.

 
Your input in quality of life 

issues on the Hill is important to 
us, and we rely on you our neigh-
bors to bring your comments and 
concerns to our attention. By join-
ing our membership, you strength-
en our numbers and add credibil-
ity to our purpose as advocates 
for Beacon Hill. Please call our 
office at 617-227-1922 or email 
the BHCA Executive Director at 
patricia.tully@bhcivic.org with 
any questions, comments or con-
cerns, or to learn more about 
how you can get involved in your 
community. 

BHCA (from pg. 1)

From Boston Police Area A-1
COMMUNITY SERVICE OFFICE: 617-343-4627

DRUG UNIT: 617-343-4879 • EMERGENCIES: 911

BEACON HILL BEAT

Larceny
04/13/20 – A Cambridge Street 

convenience store reported an 
unknown male suspect left with-
out paying for six lottery slips at 

about 7:50 p.m.
Larceny
04/15/20 – A male victim 

reported he locked his gray Trek 
FX93  mountain bike to a street 

pole on Pinckney Street at about 
5 p.m., but when he returned to 
the area around an hour later, he 
observed it had been stolen.

Bronski said.
“It’s very exciting that you’re 

going to restore the building to 
that level of quality,” said Miguel 
Rosales, commission chair.

Approval of this application 
came with the provisos that staff 
approve a mock-up of the custom 
stone replacement, and that the 
size of the new railing match an 
existing one located in the back 
of the building facing the historic 
Granary Burying Ground ceme-
tery.

The commission also approved 
as proposed another application 
for the Athenaeum to make small 
alterations to the front bronze 
doors and interior leather doors.

 “This is part of a larger project 
to renovate the interior lobby and 
expand into 14 Beacon St.,” said 
the applicant, Stewart Marshall, a 
senior associate with Boston-based 
Schwartz/Silver Architects.

The commission voted to deny 
without prejudice an applica-
tion to install a small vent for a 
new boiler at the front façade 
of 16 Beacon St., which is home 
to the Boston Bar Association, 
and encouraged the applicant to 
explore other options instead.

 In another matter, the commis-
sion approved an application for 
35 Beacon St. for the removal and 
replacement of six storm windows 
on the fourth floor of the front 
façade, and to fabricate and install 
wood sills to replace deteriorat-
ing sills in kind, with the proviso 
that the applicant submit drawings 
to staff showing the windows to 

scale.
The commission also approved 

an application for 10 Charles 
River Square to replace five wood 
six-over-six windows in the front 
façade in kind and additional alu-
minum-clad six-over-six windows 
in the back-alley facade, as well as 
to paint the front door red.

This came with provisos that 
the applicant use true divided-light 
windows in the main facade; and 
that the shade of paint for the 
door match the red color found 
on other existing doors at 7 and 
15 Charles River Square and be 
subject to staff approval for his-
toric integrity.

In regard to an application for 
52 Beacon St. that was contin-
ued from Feb. 20, the commis-
sion approved the installation of a 
slanted, sliding glass access hatch 
at the roof-deck below the existing 
railing to minimize its visibility 
from the Boston Common.

 The commission approved an 
application for 73 Mt. Vernon St. 
to add a seasonal planter, a stone 
garden bench, granite pavers and 
a pea-stone path at the front yard, 
with minor provisos regarding the 
style of the bench and the installa-
tion of bronze recessed well light-
ing at that location.

Also, the commission approved 
an application for the replacement 
of a roof-deck at 99 Pinckney St., 
with the proviso that two existing 
2-foot bump-outs on either side 
of the deck be removed to make 
it flush. and that a fascia also be 
added along its perimeter.

BHAC (from pg. 1)

 Regarding an application for 
104 Mount Vernon St. to rebuild 
a front brick wall and install a 
new handrail, as well as to recast 
the stone sills at the side façade, 
the commission’s approval came 
with provisos that spindles for the 
handrail be reduced in number 
to minimize penetrations of the 
historic granite steps, and that the 
drawings of the handrail and side 
façade with modified granite cor-
ner detailing be submitted to staff 
for approval.

The commission also approved 
an application to install a light 
fixture above the front door of 
17A Branch St., with proviso that 
staff approve the style of the fix-
ture with smaller dimensions to 
avoid encroaching into the side-
walk, and that the applicant sub-
mit drawings to scale of it to staff.

 On a violation at 5 West Cedar 
St., the commission voted unani-
mously to ratify unapproved “no 
trespassing” signage, which would 
eliminate public access to Acorn 
Street, with the provisos that 
brickwork be repaired, and that 

another sign located beneath the 
signage in question be removed.

 In response to the com-
mission’s determination, Eve 
Waterfall, chair of the Beacon 
Hill Civic Association board of 
directors, wrote: “The Beacon 
Hill Civic Association empathizes 
with the residents of Acorn Street, 
and we have suggested several 
ideas to limit intrusive tourist vis-
its to Acorn Street, but unfortu-
nately certain Acorn Street res-
idents have chosen to post ‘No 
Trespassing’ signs instead, even 
though we believe the public has a 
long-standing right to walk along 
this street.  Despite assurances 
that the ‘No Trespassing’ signs are 
intended for tourists and not local 
residents, we are worried that this 
step may lead to future closure of 
this street by gates or other barri-
ers. 

“The Beacon Hill Civic 
Association is very disappointed 
that the Beacon Hill Architectural 
Commission did not follow its 
own regulatory guidelines and has 
improperly decided to allow the 

closure of Acorn Street to the gen-
eral public, an historic and iconic 
street on Beacon Hill that has been 
open to the public for over 150 
years,” Waterfall added.

 The commission also voted to 
ratify a violation for 54 Pinckney 
St. for unapproved work at the 
front façade, which included 
repairing cracks in a lintel, sills 
and a step; replacing the doorbell 
and exterior lantern; and painting 
the front door and trim to match 
existing.

In contrast, the commission 
voted to deny the ratification of 
a violation for 4 Pinckney St. 
regarding unapproved work at the 
rear of the property and the instal-
lation of an unapproved granite 
slab and shoe scraper near the 
front door.

The commission also heard 
an advisory review for 2 Beaver 
Place, with proposed work includ-
ing the addition of a window in a 
currently “bricked-up” window 
area, along with the installation of 
an access door on the side façade. 

SCHoolS (from pg. 1)

ment system like those who are 
self-employed or work in the gig 
economy.”

PUA was created by the fed-
eral CARES Act, as was the 
Federal Pandemic Unemployment 
Compensation (FPUC), which 
provides an additional $600 
weekly for those receicing PUE or 

other unemployment benefits, the 
state said. This additional money 
will run through July 25. 

“All approved PUA applica-
tions will initially receive the mini-
mum weekly benefit amount, plus 
the additional $600 FPUC weekly 
benefit,” the state said. “Once a 
worker’s wages are verified, week-

ly benefit amounts may increase.” 
The benefits are retroactive to 
January 27 of this year or the date 
at which an individual became 
unemployed, whichever is more 
recent, as long as the unemploy-
ment reason is due to COVID-19. 

For more information and to 
apply, visit mass.gov/pua. 
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By Dan Murphy

Downtown parks like the 
Boston Common, the Charles 
River Esplanade, the Public 
Garden and the Commonwealth 
Avenue Mall have always offered 
a tranquil respite and quiet refuge 
in the heart of the city, but they are 
now more indispensible than ever 
as the public adjusts to the threat 
of COVID-19.

“The Esplanade and the state’s 
parks system were labeled essen-
tial by the governor, and we 
agree,” said Michael Nichols, 
executive director of the nonprofit 
Esplanade Association. “There’s 
been a ton of information put out 
about the physical and mental 
health benefits that parks offer in 
a time like this so the Esplanade 
has become more essential than 
ever.”

Although Nichols said it’s dif-
ficult to make an “apples-to-ap-
ples” comparison between usage 
of the Esplanade this month as 
opposed to a typical April, he has 
heard from staff that the park is 
“well-used, if not heavily used.”

Nichols said the vast majority 
of visitors to the Esplanade he sees 
are abiding by new safety guide-
lines, such as social distancing and 
covering one’s mouth and nose 
when in public.

“Mostly people are walking, 
running or biking individually or 
not in groups of more than two or 
three people, which is encourag-

DOWNTOWN PARKS MORE INDISPENSIBLE THAN EVER

A cherry blossom on the Esplanade in bloom. The Edward Everett Hale Memorial in the Public Garden donning a 
face mask and medical cloth.

A woman pushing a baby stroller Monday morning on the Charles 
River Esplanade. A man and a toddler Monday morning on the Public Garden.

ing to see,” he said. “Sometimes, 
there’s a lag of people understand-
ing the new rules, whether it’s 
physical distancing, or wearing 
masks, or carrying trash out of the 
park. It’s imperfect, but we’ve seen 
as each new rule comes out, there’s 
an adjustment period, but people 

are doing their best to comply.”
 For those who might not be 

able to visit the Esplanade at this 
time, the Esplanade Association 
is releasing new content on social 
media, and will soon launch virtu-
al park tours.

 “And the Esplanade’s cherry 

blossoms are in peak bloom right 
now, so for those who can’t make 
it into the park, we want to bring 
that experience to them,” Nichols 
added.

 Liz Vizza, executive director of 
the nonprofit Friends of the Public 
Garden, which in partnership with 

the Boston Parks Department pro-
tects and preserves the Boston 
Common, the Commonwealth 
Avenue Mall and the Public 
Garden, said those parks remain 
busy – especially the Common – 
but their usage has changed.

“Commuters who walk to 

(PArkS Pg. 7)
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“Antonio’s is  
a treasure for  

anyone who  
happens  
upon it.”
—Boston Globe

288 Cambridge Street
Boston, MA 02114

617-367-3310

Closed on Sundays  for private functions

STAY 
SAFE

STAY STRONG

Antonio’s
Help support our amazing 

Doctors and Nurses at MGH. 
Call us & we will deliver them

a much needed lunch or dinner.
We are right across the street.

288 Cambridge St., Boston MA 02114     617-367-3310
Monday - Saturday, 11:30 am - 9 pm   Sun: Closed

See Our Menu at
antoniosbeaconhill.com

Call us, give your 
credit card, & order! 

We will deliver to them
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work aren’t doing that, but there 
are more families out on the 
Common,” Vizza said, adding she 
was encourages to see a father and 
his two sons playing with lacrosse 
sticks there last week. “‘It’s great 
to see families let off some steam 
in the park, and older people are 
out there now, too.”

 Other new trends in park usage 
Vizza has observed are more run-
ners and bicyclists during the day, 
as well as many families engaging 
in these activities together.

 “Any time it’s a beautiful day, 
people are out there enjoying the 
parks,” she said.  

 While the Boston Parks 
Department has seen an increase in 
park usage in some city neighbor-
hoods with many people working 
from home or having fewer enter-
tainment options due to social 
distancing, overall usage of the 
Common, the Public Garden and 
the Commonwealth Mall appear 
to have all experienced slight 
reductions in usage because of less 
commuters crossing the parks on 
their way to work, as well as a 
sharp decline in tourism.

 But even at their most activat-
ed, Vizza said the relatively spa-
cious sizes of the Common, Public 
Garden and Commonwealth Mall 
make them conducive to main-
taining social distancing.

 “There are enough spac-
es in the parks, including the 
Commonwealth Avenue Mall, …
that people are doing a good job 
with social distancing,” she said.

 Still, Vizza said some park 
users aren’t abiding by other rec-
ommended safety guidelines now 
in place.

 “Young people are not wearing 
masks like others are,” Vizza said. 
“They are not getting that wearing 

a mask is a good thing to do for 
others, as well as for themselves.”

 To underscore this point, the 
Edward Everett Hale Memorial in 
the Public Garden and the Arthur 
Fiedler statue on the Charles River 
Esplanade have both been don-
ning face masks.

 “People have elected to put 
masks on the statues as a way to 
say, ‘we’re all in this together’…
and as a message to our common 
humanity that’s played out in the 
parks,” Vizza said. 

 The Friends is also now finding 
new ways to bring the parks to 
the people who can’t visit them, 
including making preparations for 
its first virtual Duckling Day.

 One of the most annual events 
in the city’s parks, Ducking 
Day pays tribute to Robert 
McCloskey’s 1941 classic chil-
dren’s book “Make Way For 
Ducklings” and features around 
1,000 costumed children parading 
through the Common to reach 
local artist Nancy Schön’s sculp-
ture of Mrs. Mallard and her kin 
in the Public Garden.

 While the event in is its tradi-
tional sense is canceled this year, 
the Friends is now soliciting pho-
tos of children in costume from 
past parades or dressed just for 
this online celebration.

 “We’re not giving up on this 
amazing event that people love so 
much,” Vizza said. “Even though 
we can’t be together. We can virtu-
ally be together.”

 Meanwhile, Vizza said these 
parks continue to provide the pub-
lic with a sense of comfort during 
these uncertain times.

 “There really is a heightened 
awareness as to how important 
they are to people’s lives,” she 
said.

The Arthur Fiedler statue on the Charles River Esplanade dons a face 
mask.

A small crowd gathers Monday morning near the dog park on the Boston Common.

HelP keeP 
STreeT TreeS 

HeAlTHy

Our street trees 
suffer in the soon to 
be upon us, hot, dry 

summer months. 
Help the one near-
est your house by 
watering it when 
there has been no 
rain for several 

days. But don’t fer-
tilize it! Too much 
fertilizer will burn 

its roots.
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neigHBorHood rounduP
Hill House running free 
virtual family events

Hill House, Inc. located at 127 
Mount Vernon St., has launched 
a series of free family events at 5 
p.m. on Wednesdays and Fridays. 

 On Wednesday, Family Fun 
events will include how to make 
your own Playdough, a Kitchen 
Fridge Art show and more. On 
Fridays, get your athletic juices 
flowing with live dance parties, 
camp sing-alongs and more. 

 These events are free, and reg-
istration links available at www.
hillhouseboston.org. To register or 
to learn more about Hill House 
virtual events, contact Meredith 
at madamczyk@hillhouseboston.
org. 

Hill House Kiddie Kamp 
open for enrollment

Hill House, Inc. located at 127 
Mount Vernon St., is currently 
enrolling for its Kiddie Kamp, 
which is specifically for kids aged 
3-5 and the perfect combination 
of new and exciting experiences in 
a safe, familiar environment. Join 
a staff of counselors for a sum-
mer full of games, crafts, stories, 
songs, age-appropriate athletics 
and outdoor fun. Your child will 
build confidence, independence 
and friendships.

For more information on Kiddie 
Kamp, or how to register - some 
weeks are at 80-percent capacity, 
so don’t wait - contact Chelsea 
Evered at 617-227-5838 or cev-
ered@hillhouseboston.org, or visit  
hillhouseboston.org.

Hill House Spring 
Baseball League        
registration now open

Hill House, Inc. located at 127 
Mount Vernon St., has opened 
up Baseball and Softball League 
registration. Members of the com-
munity can now register for its 
new Red Sox Rookie League for 
4-year-olds, T-Ball (ages 5-6.5), 
AA Baseball (ages 6.5-7), AAA 
Baseball (ages 8-9) and Majors 
League (10- to 12-year-olds). Hill 
house also offers Girls Softball for 
6- to 8-year-olds and 9- to 12-year-
olds. All leagues are coed, and the 
season will begin the first week in 
April.

Visit http://www.hillhousebos-
ton.org/Athletics/Baseball.htm for 
more details.

For more information on the 
Hill House Little League, con-
tact Hill House Athletics Director 
Marshall Caldera at 617-227-
5838 or mcaldera@hillhousebos-
ton.org.

BSNJ Community 
Children’s Chorus   

The Boston Society of The New 
Jerusalem (BSNJ) Community 
Children’s Chorus is a compre-
hensive musical training program 
for children in the third through 
seventh grades. 

 Your child will be participating 
in a program that promotes: the 
love of music, expressive singing, 
teamwork-cooperative learning, 
building new friendships, self-as-
sessment and the fun of being in 
an outstanding program.

  The group meets at 140 
Bowdoin St. on Saturday morn-
ings. Tuition is free for any child 
with a Greater Boston-area 
address. All levels of singing ability 
are welcome. To register, contact 
Carlton Doctor at 617-523-4575 
or visit www.churchonthehillbos-
ton.org (click on “music.”)

 BSNJ/The Church On The Hill 
sponsors this initiative, but we are 
not promoting any religious ideol-
ogy. 

Compassionate Friends             
group reaches out                 
to bereaved                    
parents, families

The Boston Chapter of The 
Compassionate Friends (TCF) 
meets at Trinity Church on the 
first Tuesday of each month from 
6 to 7:30 p.m. 

 TCF is a national self-help, 
mutual-assistance organization 
offering friendship, understanding 
and hope to bereaved parents and 
their families. Call

617-539-6424 or e-mail tcfof-
boston@gmail.com for more 
information.

West End Food Pantry 
seeking donations

The West End Food Pantry 
needs help to continue serving its 
more than 120 clients per month. 
They welcome donations to 
replenish the supply of food that 
they give out to hungry residents 
in the neighborhood.

 The pantry is located in the 
West End Branch of the Boston 
Public Library and is staffed by vol-
unteers from ABCD’s North End/
West End Neighborhood Service 
Center. Non-perishable (canned 
and boxed) items are being sought, 
including rice, pasta, canned tuna, 
canned chicken, chili, beans, vege-
tables, cereal, soups, cup of noo-
dles, etc.

 Donations can be left at the 
library, 151 Cambridge St., on 
Monday through Wednesday from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Thursday from 

noon to 8 p.m. and Friday from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Volunteers needed for 
hot meal program 

The North End/West End 
Neighborhood Service Center 
(NE/WE NSC), located at 1 
Michelangelo St., serves a hot, 
fresh, home-cooked lunch to 
seniors in the neighborhood 
Mondays and Fridays, and is look-
ing for two volunteers to help with 
shopping, food preparation, cook-
ing, serving and clean-up. The 
non-profit providing services and 
programs to low-income residents 
of the North End, West End and 
Beacon Hill is looking for vol-
unteers who can assist with the 
whole meal from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on a Monday and/or Friday, but 
can make arrangements to fit your 
schedule.

Contact Maria Stella Gulla, 
director, at 617-523-8125, ext. 
201, via e-mail at mariastella.
gulla@bostonabcd.org for more 
information.

Introduction to laptops,                   
eReaders and iPads 
at the West End        
Branch Library

The West End Branch of 
the Boston Public Library, 151 
Cambridge St., offers an intro-
duction to laptops, eReaders and 
iPads by appointment only. Get 
the most out of your eReader or 
Laptop. Receive tips and guid-
ance during these one-on-one 
sessions. Call Branch Librarian, 
Helen Bender at617-523-3957 or 
e-mail hbender@bpl.org to set up 
an appointment. 

Yoga for seniors 
at the West End            
Branch Library

The West End Branch of 
the Boston Public Library, 151 
Cambridge St., presents yoga for 
seniors every Tuesday from 2:45 
to 3:30 p.m. Classes are led by 
Tatiana Nekrasova, a certified 
yoga instructor. 

Volunteer at      
Spaulding Rehab

Stay active, meet new peo-
ple and be connected with your 
community by volunteering at 
Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital. 
Staff members will match your 
skills and interests to a volunteer 
opportunity. The hospital is cur-
rently recruiting volunteers, ages 
18 and up, for two- to three-hour-

a-week shifts for a minimum of 
six to 12 months commitment. 
Visit www.spauldingnetwork.org 
for more information.

After-work tai chi 
group at the West End    
Branch Library

The West End Branch of 
the Boston Public Library, 151 
Cambridge St., welcomes after-
work tai chi group every Thursday 
from 5 to 6 p.m. Come and try this 
low impact energy exercise with 
yang-style tai chi instructor Arthur 
Soo-Hoo. 

Be a friend to         
elderly in need

FriendshipWorks seeks caring 
people to offer help and support 
to isolated elders in the Boston 
area. Volunteers are needed to 
provide companionship and assist 
elders with tasks such as reading, 
organizing, or going for a walk 
- lend an hour each week and 
gain a friend and a new perspec-
tive. Volunteers also needed to 
escort elders to and from medical 
appointments. No car is needed 
and hours are flexible. For more 
information or to apply online, 
visit www.fw4elders.org or call 
617-482-1510.

Local residents needed 
to drive cancer patients 
to and from treatment

The American Cancer Society is 
in great need of Road to Recovery 
volunteers to drive local cancer 
patients to and from their che-

motherapy and/or radiation treat-
ments. An integral part of treat-
ing cancer successfully is making 
sure cancer patients receive their 
treatments, but many find making 
transportation arrangements is a 
challenge. The American Cancer 
Society provided more than 
19,000 rides to cancer patients in 
New England last year, but needs 
new volunteer drivers to keep up 
with the demand for transporta-
tion.

 Make a difference in the 
fight against cancer by becom-
ing a volunteer driver for the 
American Cancer Society’s Road 
to Recovery. Drivers use their own 
vehicle to drive patients to and 
from their treatments. The sched-
ule for volunteers is flexible, and 
treatment appointments take place 
weekdays, primarily during busi-
ness hours. If you or someone you 
know is interested in becoming 
a volunteer driver for Road to 
Recovery, contact your American 
Cancer Society at 800-227-2345 
or visit HYPERLINK “http://
www.cancer.org/”www.cancer.
org.

Join the Downtown 
Boston Rotary Club

The Downtown Boston Rotary 
Club, the first new Rotary Club 
in Boston in 100 years, holds 
meetings at the UMass Club in 
the Financial District on the first 
and third Tuesdays of each month 
from 6 to 7:15 p.m. 

 For more information, visit  
www.dbrotary.org or call 617-
535-1950.

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death notices 

will be at a cost of 
$100.00 per paper.  

That includes photo.
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588
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The residents of 91 Beacon St. delivered this message to the city on the 
original date for Marathon Monday, April 20. The footrace has been 
delayed until September in the wake of COVID-19.

Spring is finally here and with 
it comes our annual Membership 
drive at the Beacon Hill Civic 
Association. Soon to reach our 
centennial, our volunteer organi-
zation has worked to preserve the 
historic beauty and quality of life 
on Beacon Hill since 1922. 

From answering your calls and 
e-mails, to working with the City 
on zoning, architecture, trees, 
trash, and traffic and parking 
issues, the BHCA office is a busy 
place. Most recently, we have 

been able to recapture 15-min-
ute resident parking spaces at 
the intersection of Joy and Mt. 
Vernon Streets, and we are work-
ing closely with the City on the 
new accessibility and traffic calm-
ing measures that are appearing 
all over Beacon Hill. Contractor 
parking is a constant challenge, 
and we listen and do our best 
to respond to your concerns, so 
that the impact on neighbors is 
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T H E R E  A R E  N O  T I M E S  L I K E  T H E S E  T I M E S

A P R I L  2 5 ,  2 0 1 9

The Beacon hill Times The Beacon hill Times 

Beacon Hill Civic Association Community Corner

(BHCA Pg. 4)

BHAC continues 
Beacon Hill 
Bistro application

Area A-1 sees 11 percent decrease in 
Part One crime in ’19 from last year

Aspire Spring Gala raises $2.6M for autism research

It’s Membership Season at the BHCA!

By Dan Murphy

As the first quarter of 2019 
came to a close, Area A-1 report-
ed an 11 percent drop in violent 
and property crime, compared 
with the same timeframe the pre-
vious year.

 According to Boston Police, 
449 incidents of Part One crime 
were reported between Jan. 1 
and March 24 of this year in the 
dis-trict, which includes Beacon 
Hill, Chinatown Downtown and 
the North End, down from 504 
last year.

 While no homicides were 
reported either this year or last, 
the rate of rapes and attempted 
rapes doubled as the number of 
inci-dents climbed to eight from 
four in 2018.

 In contrast, robberies and 
attempted robberies were down 
nearly 55 percent, dropping to 
15 from 33 last year.

 Similarly, the rate of domestic 
aggravated decreased by around 
57 percent as the number of inci-
dents fell to three from seven in 
2018.

 Non-domestic aggravated 

assaults were also down by near-
ly 12 percent, with 52 incidents 
in 2019, compared to 59 a year 
ago.

 Likewise, commercial bur-
glaries saw more than a 29-per-
cent decline as the number 
dropped to 12 from 17 in 2018.

 The rate of residential bur-
glaries remained steady, however, 
with nine incidents this year and 
last, respectively.

 Meanwhile, other burglaries 
were on the rise as the number 
climbed to three from one in 
2018.

 Larcenies from motor vehi-
cles were down around 49 per-
cent, with 43 incidents in 2019 
as opposed to 85 the previous 
year, while other larcenies were 
up nearly 10 percent, with 291 
this year, com-pared with 265 in 
2018.

 Moreover, the rate of auto 
theft decreased almost 46 per-
cent as the number fell to 13 
from 24 the previous year.

 Citywide, Part One crime was 
down around 7 percent, with 
3,302 incidents this year, com-
pared with 3,599 in 2018.

Program leaders and participants are all smiles at the Aspire Spring Gala  held by MassGeneral Hospital for Children.

Photos by Matt West

Around 900 people came 
together for the MassGeneral 
Hospital for Children Aspire 
Spring Gala at the Four Seasons 
and raised more than $2.6 mil-
lion for autism research and care. 
The 19th annual event support-
ed Aspire, the highly successful, 
therapeutically-based program 
of the Lurie Center for Autism 
based in Lexington, Mass. Aspire 
helps children, teens and adults 

with high cognitive autism spec-
trum disorder and related pro-
files develop the skills necessary 
to be successful in their commu-
nities and workplaces.

Peter L. Slavin, MD, presi-
dent of Massachusetts General 
Hospital; Scott McLeod, PhD, 
executive director of Aspire; 
Andrew Harris, Aspire program 
manager; the 2019 Aspire Spring 
Gala Committee of Stephanie 
and David Long, Tim Sweeney, 
Ann Marie and Daniel Gross, 

and Kim and Eric Karofsky 
(Terry and Tom Hamilton could 
not make it due to Aerosmith’s 
Las Vegas schedule); Aspire pro-
gram participants and their fam-
ilies; and corporations from all 
over the country were in atten-
dance to celebrate the great suc-
cess of the Aspire program.

“As Aspire continues to grow, 
we are engaging more and more 
clients with our new program-

(Aspire, Pg. 5)

By Dan Murphy

The Beacon Hill Architectural 
Commission again voted to con-
tinue its determination on the 
Beacon Hill Hotel & Bistro’s 
application during its April 18 
hearing at City Hall

Frank McGuire, project archi-
tect, outlined two concepts for 
the building at 25 Charles St., 
both of which include plans to 
relocate the hotel’s main lobby 
and entry to the corner of Charles 
and Branch streets while offering 
two alternatives for realigning 
the building’s windows openings 
and patterns along its Charles-, 
Branch- and Chestnut-street 
sides.

Commissioner Miguel Rosales 
instructed the applicant to return 

to the commission with more 
information on the proposed 
hardware for the new entry door 
and the awning fronting Charles 
Street, as well as a final win-
dow design. “Your application 
is incomplete…and you need 
to resolve the window issue,” 
Rosales said.

The commission voted to deny 
without prejudice an application 
for the Charles Street Garage at 
144-158 Charles St. to remove 
three existing AT&T antennae 
and hardware from a chimney 
and replace them with four 
antennae inside three, new fiber-
glass canisters on the roof, which 
would have been visible from a 
public way.
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LEGALS

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Division

INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION

NOTICE
Docket No.
SU20P0315EA
Estate of:
Adelaide Smoki
Bacon
Also Known As:
Smoki Bacon, Adelaide
Ruth Bacon, A. Smoki
Bacon, Adelaide R. Bacon
Date of Death:

December 27, 2019
To all persons interested in 
the above captioned estate by 
Petition of Petitioner Hilary B. 
Gabrieli of Boston, MA.
A Will has been admitted to 
informal probate.
Hilary B. Gabrieli of Boston, 
MA has been informally 
appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate 
to serve without surety on the 
bond.
The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts 
Uniform Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts are not 
required to be filed with the 

Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regarding 
the administration from the 
Personal Representative and 
can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets 
and expenses of administra-
tion. Interested parties are 
entitled to petition the Court 
to institute formal proceedings 
and to obtain orders terminat-
ing or restricting the powers 
of Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, can be 
obtained from the Petitioner.

4/23/20
BH

STAY STRONG
Massachusetts Secretary of State 

William Galvin’s office confirmed April 
15 that Congressman Joe Kennedy III will 
appear on the ballot for U.S. Senate in 
September. 

After months of collecting signatures 
across the Commonwealth, the Kennedy 
for MA campaign received final confir-
mation that they had reached the 10,000 
signature requirement to get on the ballot. 
The campaign had submitted more than 
15,000 signatures to local town and city 
clerks.

Kennedy signed the final nomina-
tion sheet from his home in Newton on 
Wednesday. 

Congressman Joe Kennedy III signing the final nomination 
paper sheet on the porch of his home last week. He was notified 
he will appear on the September Primary Election ballot for U.S. 
Senate.

Kennedy officially on ballot for U.S. Senate

As part of the comprehensive 
federal response to the COVID-19 
outbreak, United States Attorney 
Andrew E. Lelling is urging leader-
ship at Massachusetts hospitals to 
report individuals and companies 
that may be engaged in wrong-
doing related to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

In a letter to leadership at 
Massachusetts hospitals, U.S. 
Attorney Lelling encouraged 
health care facilities to report to 
federal authorities individuals and 
companies that may have acquired 
vital medical supplies in excess of 
what they would reasonably use, 
or for the purpose of charging 
exorbitant prices. This includes 
15 categories of health and med-
ical supplies designated by the 
Secretary of Health and Human 
Services (HHS) as “scarce,” 
thus triggering civil and crimi-
nal enforcement remedies that the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office will pursue. 
In addition, the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office will investigate any other 

fraudulent conduct designed to 
benefit from the pandemic (e.g., 
false treatments, tests, and/or vac-
cinations for COVID-19).

“In light of the COVID-19 
pandemic, my office is prioritiz-
ing the investigation and prosecu-
tion of wrongdoing related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, including 
those engaged in hoarding and/or 
price-gouging with regard to criti-
cal medical supplies,” said United 
States Attorney Lelling. “These 
practices are not only morally 
repugnant in light of the pandemic 
but also, if left unchecked, will 
inhibit hospitals, physicians, other 
health care professionals, and gov-
ernment agencies from fully imple-
menting measures designed to save 
lives and mitigate the spread of the 
novel coronavirus.”

U.S. Attorney Lelling named 
Amanda Strachan, Chief of the 
Health Care Fraud Unit, as the 
COVID-19 Fraud Coordinator for 
the District of Massachusetts. 

Massachusetts residents who 

believe they are victims of fraud or 
other criminal activity related to 
the pandemic should contact the 
United States Attorney’s Office at 
USAMA.victimassistance@usdoj.
gov or call 1-888-221-6023 and 
leave a message. Members of the 
public can also contact the FBI’s 
Internet Crime Complaint Center 
(IC3) by visiting www.IC3.gov. If 
you or someone you know are in 
immediate danger, please call 911.

U.S. Attorney urges health care sector to report 
fraud related to the COVID-19 pandemic
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By Dan Murphy

As retail businesses in the neigh-

borhood scramble to adjust their 

business models in the face of 

COVID-19, they are weathering 

unprecedented – and unexpected – 

revenue losses.

 “As a small business that has 

relied heavily on foot traffic up 

until now, we have seen our sales 

dwindle down to about 10 per-

cent of what a typical March 

or April period would be, and 

we’re now relying on online sales 

only,” said Jennifer Hill, owner of 

Blackstone’s of Beacon Hill and its 

sister establishment, KitchenWares 

by Blackstones, at 46 Charles St. 

A lot stores didn’t already have 

websites –we did - and everyone 

was enhancing and getting their 

products up online.”

 Both businesses have seen “con-

siderable” spikes in online sales 

within the last two weeks, Hill 

said, but neither is profitable at the 

moment, so she was faced with the 

difficult decision of furloughing the 

store manager.

 “We realize how important our 

store manager is to our success so 

we have furloughed her so she has 

been able to access to the unem-

ployment benefits until life returns 

to a new normal in the coming 

months,” Hill said.

 Now, like many other business 

owners, Hill is applying for federal 

government assistance via the $2.2 

trillion CARES Act (H.R. 748) – 

(Lunches Pg. 2)

For the latest news in Beacon Hill that you need to know, check 

www.beaconhilltimes.com

Happy Easter & Passover - Stay Home & Stay Healthy

Email stephen.quigley@reverejournal.com or deb@bostonsun.com or call 781-485-0588 for your Beacon Hill Times information

Neighborhood retail businesses 

weathering unprecedented losses

(Losses Pg. 5)

You are not 

stuck at home...

You are SAFE 

at home

By Dan Murphy

Since the Vilna Shul closed the 

doors to its 18 Phillips St. head-

quarters last month due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, Boston’s 

Center for Jewish Culture has 

launched “Virtual Vilna,” bringing 

its programming online to more 

than 1,200 visitors in just the first 

two weeks.
 “When everyone became home-

bound, we decided it was time to 

launch a virtual initiative, and it’s 

been met with immense success,” 

said Lynne Krasker Schultz, direc-

tor of communications. “It pro-

vides the opportunity to reach peo-

ple who wouldn’t have the physical 

ability to walk through our doors. 

People from Costa Rica, Spain and 

Israel have attended programs, 

and from the U.S., we’ve had peo-

ple from Cincinnati, Chicago, San 

Francisco, San Antonio and all up 

and down the East Coast, includ-

ing, of course, all over the Boston 

area.”
  “Virtual Vilna” offerings to 

date have included “Meditation 

through a Jewish Lens,” Jewish 

genealogy, challah baking and 

adult education classes, among 

other programming made available 

through the Zoom and Facebook 

platforms, and new content is 

being added to The Vila Shul web-

site on a daily basis, such as a live 

reading by author Susan Solomont 

from her children’s book “Stella 

the Ambassadog” on Tuesday, 

April 14, at 9:30 a.m. 

 The Vilna Shul is also soliciting 

suggestions for new classes and 

programming from the public via 

email at info@vilnashil.org, and, 

in response to one suggestion, has 

enlisted the Yiddish Bookstore in 

Amherst to design the curriculum 

By Dan Murphy

The Harvard Gardens distributed hundreds of free bagged 

lunches to Mass General Hospital doctors and staff on Wednesday, 

April 1, in a display of gratitude to healthcare professionals 

working in the age of COVID-19.

 Patrick Lyons, CEO of the Lyons Group, which has operated 

Harvard Gardens since 1999, and a Beacon Hill resident, credits 

the the idea to treat the hospital’s workers to a “grab-and-go” 

bagged lunch consisting of a sandwich, an apple and a bottled 

water from a table outside the Cambridge Street restaurant to 

his wife, Kristina, who is currently finishing up at the Harvard 

School of Public Health.

 “She’s really in a quagmire trying to get Personal Protective 

Equipment for the hospital - it’s very complicated and most 

efforts lead to dead ends,” Lyons said. “So out of frustration we 

thought, ‘What can we do? We have a restaurant - let’s mobilize 

it.’”

‘Virtual Vilna’ brings Vilna Shul online

Photos courtesy of Harvard Gardens

Mass General workers help themselves to “grab-and-go” bagged 

lunches, courtesy of Harvard Gardens.

Harvard Gardens provides MGH 

staff with free bagged lunches

(onLine Pg. 5)

If you missed us at your front door 
every Thursday
Please go to 

www.beaconhilltimes.com

For all the latest news in the 
neighborhood
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By Seth Daniel

A biological specimen compa-
ny is calling out to all those who 
have COVID-19 or have recovered 
from the virus to donate blood 
immediately to help wage a scien-
tific war on beating the virus.

Biological Specialty Company 
(BSC) typically collects samples of 
several different diseases and sick-
nesses for the research community, 
including those in pharmacology, 
academia and the government. In 
normal times, one might go to one 
of their collection labs, such as in 
Medford, or at a health center. 
However, the company is respond-
ing to the immediate crisis, and 
huge request from researchers for 
COVID-19 samples, by changing 
its business model to collect blood 
samples from patients at their 
homes in a mobile collection unit.

“We need real diverse samples 
from diverse populations and 
in diverse stages of fighting the 
virus,” said Lori Ball, chief operat-
ing officer of BSC. “We really need 
to spread the word as fast as we 
can because this is a pandemic and 
we have a pocket of time where 

this is really valuable informa-
tion…This is the time right now to 
collect this and get the information 
while it’s in process within the 
body.”

Ball said their company collects 
samples, and then distributes them 
to the research community. Right 
now demand is at a tremendous 
high for them to get researchers 
valid and diverse samples so they 
can learn about the virus and try 
to develop a way to fight it.

Any samples collected will be 
used to develop diagnostics, or to 
learn about what COVID-19 is. 
They could also be used to study 
anti-bodies in the blood, which 
are immune system responses to 
fighting the disease. Researchers 
want to learn why some fight off 
the disease and others have trouble 
with it. Finally, they will use it to 
try to develop a vaccine so that no 
one ever gets COVID-19 again.

The only way to get to those 
important answers is to get sam-
ples of the virus from people who 
have it, thus the need to gather 
samples at their homes and to put 
out a public appeal for volunteers.

“Because of the nature of 
COVID, we realized that if there 

were those who wanted to donate, 
they might have a fever or might 
be in quarantine and might not 
be able to get out or don’t feel 
well enough to get out,” said Ball. 
“We changed our business model 
to include a mobile collection 
program so we could go to the 
home of COVID-19 patients. Our 
researchers were having trouble 
getting access to the research sam-
ples. That’s what we do, get them 
samples, and we felt we needed to 
be able to go to any zip code where 
people have been diagnosed.”

Because COVID-19 is a glob-
al pandemic, and there are few 
answers now, donating to research 
has become very popular because 
it is a humanitarian gesture to 
try to beat the virus. However, 
being able to get those samples at 
the right time was difficult given 
how sick people were who had 
the virus.

“Some people who have been 
diagnosed with COVID definitely 
want to participate in research 
and many of them are first-time 
donors,” she said. “This is allow-
ing them to connect with the 
research community right now. 
We are the conduit.”

Patients who are sick with 
COVID-19 and quarantined 
can now donate blood from the 
comfort of their home via a BSC 
mobile donation unit. 

•When patients contact BSC, 
they will be asked some qualifying 
questions to confirm their eligibili-
ty to participate. 

•BSC is seeking blood donors 
who are over the age of 18 with 
COVID-19 positive test results 
confirmed by nasal swab or sera 
(blood test).

•Patients’ personal information 
will be kept confidential and only 
health-related data will accompa-
ny their blood sample. 

•They will be asked to provide 
demographic information such 
as age, race, gender, medications 
taken, co-morbidities, and smok-
ing status in addition to answering 
questions about their illness such 
as symptoms and date of onset.\

•For their time, patients will be 
compensated $10 for each tube of 
blood collected.

Donating Blood In Quarantine
After a COVID-19 patient 

makes a blood donation appoint-
ment, a BSC phlebotomist, dressed 
in full personal protective equip-

ment (PPE), will arrive at their 
home, explain the informed con-
sent and collection process, and 
collect the blood sample. Then, 
they will send the sample to BSC’s 
lab for processing and distribu-
tion.

Donating blood post recovery
People who have recovered 

from COVID-19 and have had no 
symptoms for at least 28 days, and 
have had no close contact expo-
sure to a person with confirmed 
COVID-19 for 28 days, can elect 
to either donate via the mobile 
service or make an appointment 
to visit a BSC blood donor center.

 BSC is a critical service sup-
plying more than 30,000 phar-
ma, biotech, diagnostic and gov-
ernment researchers with human 
blood products for scientific 
research.

Potential donors can obtain 
additional information and 
schedule an appointment by call-
ing 1-833-GO-4-CURE, visiting  
www.biospecialty.com or sending 
an email to donors@biospecialty.
com.

Research sample company looking for COVID-19 blood samples

Staff Report

The state announced today 
that Massachusetts residents who 
are not eligible for regular unem-
ployment benefits can now apply 
online for the new Pandemic 
Unemployment Assistance (PUA) 
program – more than one week 
ahead of the original schedule that 
predicted an April 30 rollout.

The new federal PUA pro-
gram provides up to 39 weeks 
of unemployment benefits who 
are unable to work because of a 
COVID-19-related reason but are 
not eligible for regular or extend-
ed unemployment benefits. This 
includes self-employed workers, 
independent contractors, gig econ-
omy workers, and those with lim-
ited work history. Some of the 
most affected workers in this cat-
egory were ride-share (Uber or 
Lyft) drivers who are not officially 
employees 

Applicants can learn more and 
apply at  HYPERLINK “http://
www.mass.gov/pua” www.mass.
gov/pua. 

“As a Commonwealth, we 
are committed to doing every-
thing in our power, and moving as 
urgently as possible to get workers 
impacted by the COVID-19 crisis 
the benefits they deserve,” said 
Governor Charlie Baker. “With 

the implementation of this new 
federal benefit program, we can 
better support workers not nor-
mally covered by the unemploy-
ment system like those who are 
self-employed or work in the gig 
economy.”

To be eligible for this new pro-
gram, individuals must provide 
self-certification that they are oth-
erwise able and available to work, 
but are prevented from doing 
so by circumstances relating to 
COVID-19, including their own 
illness or that of a family member.

Those able to telework with 
pay and individuals receiving paid 
sick or other leave will not quali-
fy for PUA. Individuals receiving 
paid sick leave or other paid leave 
benefits for less than their custom-
ary work week, however, may still 
be eligible for PUA. Also, those 
working fewer hours, resulting in 
a loss of income due to COVID-
19, who are not eligible for regular 
unemployment benefits may be 
eligible for PUA.

“It is vital that our work-
force gets the resources and help 
they need during this critical 
time,” said Secretary of Labor and 
Workforce Development Rosalin 
Acosta. “I’m proud of everything 
our team is doing to rapidly imple-
ment new programs, and ensure 
that as many eligible workers as 
possible get some relief.”

The federal CARES Act signed 
into law on March 27 created 
PUA, as well as another tem-
porary federal program called 
Federal Pandemic Unemployment 
Compensation (FPUC) that pro-
vides an additional $600 weekly 
benefit for those receiving unem-
ployment benefits or PUA. FPUC 
provides that additional benefit 
through July 25, 2020.

All approved PUA applications 
will initially receive the minimum 
weekly benefit amount, plus the 
additional $600 FPUC weekly 
benefit. Once a worker’s wages are 
verified, weekly benefit amounts 
may increase. The amount of PUA 
benefits received is based on the 
individual’s reported previous 
income. PUA benefits may not be 
more than the state’s maximum 
weekly benefit rate for regular 
unemployment, which is $823 in 
Massachusetts.

Weekly benefits, including any 
increase to your weekly benefit 
amount, will be retroactive to 
January 27, 2020, or the date 
when you became unemployed, 
whichever is more recent, as long 
as you became unable to work 
because of a COVID-19 related 
reason.

•PUA Application Process:
To apply, individuals must 

provide their Social Security 
number or US Citizenship and 

Immigration Services (USCIS) 
number if not a citizen of the 
United States, and their wage 
records for 2019, which includes 
1099 forms, pay stubs, or bank 
statements. Applicants will also 
need the Social Security numbers 
and dates of birth for dependent 
children and, if requesting direct 
deposit for payment, your bank 
account and routing numbers. A 
full list of required documents is 
available at  HYPERLINK “http://
www.mass.gov/pua” \t “_blank” 
www.mass.gov/pua.

Please note that, initially, the 

system can only pay benefits retro-
actively to the week ending March 
14, 2020. Eligible workers will be 
able to certify for benefits, and 
will be able to request benefits ret-
roactively to January 27, 2020, if 
their dates of unemployment make 
them eligible.

Individuals who are determined 
ineligible for PUA will receive a 
written disqualification along with 
information on how to pursue 
an appeal. Additional information 
about the appeals process will be 
separately posted at a later date.

State announces CARES Act benefits for self-employed, gig economy workers

OFF
MY 
WAVE.

Ocean Beach native and local sur f legend Steve Bettis was 

diagnosed with MS in 2006. Although sur f ing is still central 

to his life, he hasn’t been able to get out on the water in 10 

years. For a man whose daily routine always included a few 

waves, more than a decade out of the sur f is just too long. 

This is why the National MS Society teamed up with his buddy 

Rober t “Wingnut” Weaver and used vir tual reality to get Steve 

back on his wave. See their experience and f ind out how you 

can share yours at WeAreStrongerThanMS.org .

Together We Are Stronger.
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Now available for curbside
contactless pick up

By Dan Murphy

When Eve Waterfall and Rob 
Whitney step down from their 
respective roles as chair and pres-
ident of the Beacon Hill Civic 
Association board of directors 
next month, it will mark the end 
of a period that seen the organi-
zation flourish under their lead-
ership.

 “It’s been a great experi-
ence, which gave me a greater 
appreciation and understanding 
of the role and importance of 
the Civic Association,” Waterfall 
said during a conference call with 
Whitney, who is expected to suc-
ceed her as board chair.

 Their tenure as the board’s top 
officers marked the inception of 
the Community Fund grants – a 
special purpose fund to help sup-
port community-based nonprofits 
and other civic group that enhance 
and promote quality of life in and 
around the neighborhood - and 
which as part of its first round, 
awarded $22,500 to six recipients 
last December.

 Whitney and Waterfall, who 

both joined the Civic Association 
at around the same time more 
than a decade ago, spent countless 
hours conceiving of the program 
before Whitney brought the idea 
to Patricia Tully, the organiza-
tion’s executive director, who then 
worked with him to launch a 
Community Fund website, as well 
as to solicit for and review all 
grant applications.

 “We hope it will continue into 
the future, and we look forward 
to doing it,” Whitney said of the 
program, which received the green 
light for an initial three-year peri-
od.

 It was also during Waterfall 
and Whitney’s tenure as chair 
and president when the Civic 
Association reached a settlement 

with the city on accessibility solu-
tions, and this understanding has 
since blossomed into a more col-
laborative working relationship 
between the two parties that con-
tinues to this day.

 “We’re very happy with the 
results and our relationship with 
the city through this process,” 
Waterfall said. “Our communi-
cation with the city is in a really 
good place right now.” 

 The Civic Association’s various 
committees, including its Streets 
and Sidewalks and Traffic and 
Parking committees have also 
built strong rapport with the city 
while its Safety Committee is in 
close contact with the Boston 
Police Department, Waterfall and 
Whitney said.

  “We’re very lucky to have 
so many great volunteers who 
are dedicated to the neighbor-
hood and reach out to the city to 
create a great outcome for us on 
Beacon Hill and other residents,” 
Waterfall said.

 Waterfall added that the Civic 
Association is also thankful to 
dedicated city employees like 

Chris Osgood, the director of 
streets, transportation and san-
itation, who served as the key-
note speaker at the organization’s 
annual meeting last May.

 Meanwhile, Waterfall, who 
will remain on the board as 
director after she steps down as 
its chair, is confident the Civic 
Association can help skillfully 
manage the many major projects 
now planned for in and around 
the neighborhood, including as 
the planned expansions of Mass 
General Hospital and the Mass. 
Eye and Ear, the proposed rede-
velopment of the Hurley Building, 
implementation of the Boston 
Common Master Plan and the 
potential reconfiguration of 
Storrow Drive. 

 “The Civic Association meets 
regularly and deals with timely 
issues that affect not only our 
neighborhood but also other areas 
of downtown,” she said, “and 
the board is now in a very strong 
place to help Beacon Hill and 
adjacent neighborhoods to navi-
gate with the city and the state.”

Rob Whitney, the outgoing 
chair of the Beacon Hill Civic 
Association board of directors and 
its presumptive next president.

Civic Association flourishes under Waterfall and Whitney’s leadership

Eve Waterfall, the outgoing 
chair of the Beacon Hill Civic 
Association board of directors.


