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By Dan Murphy

Albeit arriving later in the sea-
son than usual, a sure sign of sum-
mer returned to the Charles River 
Esplanade over the weekend as the 
Owl’s Nest beer garden kicked off 
its third season in the park.

Everett’s Night Shift Brewing 
is again partnering with the non-
profit Esplanade Association to 
offer a selection of craft beer, wine 
and non-alcoholic beverages in 
a self-contained area at Storrow 
Memorial Embankment Park 
(Fiedler Field), and although this 

year’s hours of operation are “still 
being tweaked,” Matt Eshelman, 
the brewery’s quality manager, 
said the Owl’s Nest is currently 
open on Wednesday and Thurs-
day from 4 to 10 p.m.; Friday and 

By Dan Murphy

Liz Vizza was promoted to pres-
ident of the Friends of the Public 
Garden during the nonprofit’s 50th 
annual meeting, which took place 
virtually on Thursday, Aug. 6.

“Liz has been such a driving 
force for not only our parks, but 
for all park in the city,” said Les-
lie Singleton Adam, chair of the 
Friends board, of Vizza, who has 
served as the group’s executive 
director for the past 11 years.

The annual meeting had orig-
inally been scheduled as a tradi-
tional in-person event for April, 
Adam said, but it was postponed 
and took place virtually last week 
instead due to the pandemic. 
“When we started talking about it 
as the 50th anniversary, we never 
anticipated having a virtual Zoom 
meeting in August,” she added.

In commemoration of its mile-
stone, the Friends has launched a 
$4.6 million capital campaign to 
fund three major projects, one of 
which Vizza said would “rejuve-
nate” the Arlington Street entrance 
to the Public Garden by making 

COURTESY OF FRIENDS OF THE 
PUBLIC GARDEN

Liz Vizza, the newly promoted 
president of Friends of the Public 
Garden.

Liz Vizza promoted to president 
of Friends of the Public garden

Patrons seen savoring the return of the Owl’s Nest beer garden on the Charles River Esplanade on Saturday 
evening.

Owl’s Next beer garden returns to the Esplanade

Beacon Hill Civic 
Association Committees

Every spring, the Beacon Hill 
Civic Association publishes its 
Annual Report covering com-
mittee accomplishments during 
the past year. We’ll be sharing the 
committees’ reports here over the 
next weeks.

Membership Committee
The Membership Committee 

is comprised of a few dedicated, 
off-board volunteers along with 
co-chairs from the Civic Associ-
ation Board. 

2019-2020 BHCA Membership Committee Co-Chairs, Janet Tiampo 
(left) and Maggie Moran.

(VizzA, Pg. 4)
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By Lauren Bennett

Governor Charlie Baker last 
Friday announced that Step Two 
of Phase Three of the state’s 
reopening plan is postponed 
“indefinitely,” after public health 
data showed an uptick in positive 
COVID-19 cases.

“We cannot say this enough—
COVID-19 is highly contagious,” 
Baker said at his press conference 
on Friday, adding that some peo-
ple in the state have been “a bit 
too relaxed.”

He cited several reports of big 
parties at various locations across 
the state, as well as illegal sports 
camps, private boat charters, and 
a 300 person wedding that is cur-
rently being investigated as a clus-
ter and will “likely result in fines.”

Baker announced that new 
initiatives would be put in place 
to slow the spread of the virus, 
some statewide and others target-
ed towards specific communities 

that are currently experiencing an 
increase in cases. 

“In some respects, we’re enter-
ing a new phase in our battle 
against COVID-19,” Baker said. 
He said that additional town 
data will be reported starting this 
Wednesday, and will be posted on 
a weekly basis.

“An uptick in cases and reports 
of people not adhering to the guid-
ance means we cannot move for-
ward at this time,” Baker said. He 
said that the state’s contact tracing 
teams have identified large pool 
parties, birthday parties, and other 
gatherings as having “contributed 
significantly to community spread 
and new COVID clusters.”

He said these gatherings are 
“too big, too crowded,” and “peo-
ple are not being responsible.” 

New guidelines statewide 
include reducing outdoor gather-
ings, on both public and private 
property, from a limit of 100 peo-

Amid uptick in cases, Baker puts the 
brakes on state’s reopening process

(BAker, Pg. 5)
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LIMIT LARGE 
VEHICLES IN 
NEIGHBORHOOD

to the Editor,
Following the damage caused 

by a truck operated by a Rhode 
Island company, on July 22 (and 
referenced on the front page of 
the July 30 edition of The Bea-

con Hill Times), I contacted City 
Councilor Kenzie Bok’s office 
and requested that appropriate 
signage be posted on Storrow 
Drive to discourage large vehicles 
with no business on the Hill from 
exiting onto Revere Street to cut 
across the neighborhood.  

Councilor Bok’s office passed 

my request to the Boston Trans-
portation Department, and they 
responded on July 28 to say they 
will put signage up for truck 
restriction.  Please keep an eye 
out for it!

Deborah Holt 
Revere street

AMERICA IS CIRCLING 
THE DRAIN

On January 30 -- what seems like a lifetime ago -- the World Health 
Organization declared that COVID-19 was a world-wide pandemic. On 
that same fateful date, the United States’ Centers for Disease Control 
issued a press release that stated as follows: “The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) today confirmed that the 2019 Novel 
Coronavirus (2019-nCoV) has spread between two people in the United 
States, representing the first instance of person-to-person spread with this 
new virus here.”

One month later, on February 29, after the first confirmed coronavirus 
death in this country, President Donald J. Trump said as follows:

“We’ve taken the most aggressive actions to confront the coronavirus. 
They are the most aggressive taken by any country and we’re the number 
one travel destination anywhere in the world, yet we have far fewer cases 
of the disease than even countries with much less travel or a much smaller 
population.” 

Given Trump’s reassuring statement, who among us could have imag-
ined that five months later, the United States would rank as the nation 
that has been the most-ravaged by the virus? With more than 160,000 
of our fellow Americans victims of the virus --  and increasing by 1000 
per day -- we have recorded 25 percent of the world’s deaths, though we 
have just four percent of the world’s population. And our five million 
confirmed cases -- an increase of one million in the past 17 days alone 
-- account for almost one-quarter of cases world-wide.

The daily life of every American has been affected by the virus, with 
no end in sight. Not only has the fabric of our society been shredded, but 
the very foundation of our democracy -- the ability to hold fair and free 
elections -- is in serious jeopardy.

The virus has reduced us to the status of a banana republic in every 
respect -- and we’re continuing to spiral ever downward, day-by-day.

  
  

CAR REPOSSESSIONS 
ARE ON THE RISE

Although most of the attention of the financial crisis brought about by 
the coronavirus pandemic has focused on the evictions and foreclosures 
facing millions of out-of-work Americans, the number of repossessions 
of motor vehicles because of loan defaults is starting to increase dramat-
ically.

With the expiration of a ban on debt collection actions having ended 
in Massachusetts on July 31, lenders have begun to repossess the motor 
vehicles whose owners have defaulted on their loans.

We are not taking issue with the lenders -- who only are seeking to 
protect the value of the motor vehicle for which they have the title -- but 
we are mentioning it to point out that this is yet another side effect of our 
nation’s feeble national response to the pandemic.

The loss of an automobile will have catastrophic consequences for 
many families. But the sad reality is that some policymakers in Washing-
ton obviously do not care. By Dr. Glenn Mollette 

 Everybody has troubles. If you 
don’t believe it then ask any Amer-
ican living in the year 2020.

Most of us are accustomed to 
having troubles occasionally. Some 
have more than others. Some peo-
ple think that “some people” 
never have a problem. All people 
on some level have troubles. 

An old preacher friend of mine 
from Florida use to say “Glenn, on 
every level, there is a new devil.” 
This is true. The poor have trou-
bles. The rich have troubles. The 
famous have troubles. People in 
obscurity have troubles. Today, 
2020 in almost every inch of the 
United States and with every per-

son of the United States we have 
universal troubles. You’ve heard 
the plea for universal health care? 
Welcome to universal troubles in 
America. 

Every American in some way 
is impacted by Covid-19. You 
have had or have the disease. You 
know someone. You have heard 
of someone. Because of Covid-19 
you may be unemployed. Your 
education is impacted. Your sports 
participation is wrecked at least 
for the Fall and probably winter. 
Students wonder every day if they 
will see the inside of a classroom in 
September or even longer. 

Every college town in American 
is on the brink of financial disaster. 
Can you imagine what it’s going to 

do to South Bend if Notre Dame 
doesn’t come back to campus? 
What about Gainesville, Florida, 
Lexington, Kentucky, Columbia, 
Missouri and just name any town 
that survives on 20,000 college 
students and families spending 
money in their town every day. 
You can add more to the expand-
ed economic misery of this nation. 

So far America’s Social Security 
and Government retirees finan-
cially have been okay due to the 
security of their checks. This pan-
demic does not have limitations or 
boundaries. Our nation continues 
to print off money that we do not 
have to keep afloat families, small 
businesses and state governments. 

(OP-ed, Pg.3)
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The entry door in the last clue is on 18 Grove Street built circa 1910. 
The commercial space at street level was once the home of the Frank 
Lee Laundry. This business name has appeared over the years at various 
addresses around the city. And, a Google search turns up photos of a 
Frank Lee Laundry in Natick.

Do you have a favorite building or detail you would like featured? Send 
an email to Penny@BostonZest.com with your suggestion.

Real Estate Transfers

tHIs WEEK's CLuE

Attention to Detail
By PeNNy CHeruBiNO

tHIs WEEK's ANsWERBUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE

BACK BAY 

Lapointe, Ellen L Madden, Dennis          311 Commonwealth Ave #61 $1,456,000

BEACON HILL

Sadoski, Corinne E      Rosenberg, Laura M     21 Beacon St #4R             $575,000

Dileo, Harry C Kennedy, William 83 Phillips St #1B            $1,420,000

Taddei, Sarah C         Gillis, John U 6 Whittier Pl #11A         $536,500

BAY VILLAGE/SOUTH END/KENMORE

Chen, Abigail E         Levy, Nicole L 83 Dartmouth St #2           $1,355,000

So, Steven H Jeannette Kelly LT    9-11 Harcourt St #401           $1,165,000

Corey, Christopher J Garrison, Richard C 7 Warren Ave #1                $1,775,000

Lacamera, Devyn F Rasmusson, Ann M 36 Bradford St #2            $595,000

Merrill, Andrea L Wolvek, Joseph      700 Harrison Ave #315      $1,090,000

Wilson, Jennifer J        Coutier, Jean P       21 Milford St #3            $1,639,000

535 Newbury RT          Josephine M Roche FT    535 Newbury St       $1,400,000

Jonnalagadda, Ravishankar     Jonnalagadda, GourilakshmBabcock, Reginald  121 Portland St #404 $640,000

Kljat, Angelina Wan, Siu Y           64 Queensberry St #222      $520,000

Oprisan, Andrei            Plaisted, Alex        1180-1200 Washington St #315  $1,499,000

Brennan, Kylie Bommart, Karen S     6 Wellington St #1        $689,000

WATERFRONT/DOWNTOWN

Coudray, Christophe      Beyen, Gil          121-123 Beach St #501       $1,225,000

Rodenstein, Douglas I Freer, Kelly L 406-418 Commercial St #1   $800,000 

OP-ed (from pg. 2)

I’m afraid the printer in the federal 
reserve is going to blow up about 
when it’s time to print off my cash 
for my social security check later 
next year. 

From tourism, restaurants, 
small businesses or just having 
to wear a mask or social distance 
we’ve all to some extent experi-
enced troubles in 2020. We can 
overcome many troubles in life. 
Some troubles are life changing. 
Dying or burying a loved one is 
forever.

I’ve had ups and downs and 

most of us have. They aren’t fun. 
The pandemic for many of us has 
been a lifestyle change. A new 
normal. An inconvenience. We 
are having to do some things like 
wash our hands more, wear a 
mask and be a little distant from 
people. That’s not killing us. It’s 
when we take on the attitude, “I’m 
an American. I’m going to do what 
I want to do, when I want to do it 
and however, I feel like doing it,” 
then, that attitude becomes part of 
our national trouble. 

Covid-19 is trouble enough. 

Americans are all in some way 
sharing in the troubles of this virus. 
Please, let’s all work together to be 
part of the solution and not add to 
our national troubles.

Glenn Mollette is the publish-
er of Newburgh Press, Liberty 
Torch and various other publish-
ing imprints; a national columnist 
–  American Issues and Common 
Sense opinions, analysis, stories 
and features appear each week In 
over 500 newspapers, websites 
and blogs across the United States.
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Owl’s Nest (from pg. 1)

NeighbOrhOOd rOuNdup

VISIT WWW.BEACONHILLTIMES.COM

ENROLLMENT OPEN 
FOR BEACON 
HILL/BACK BAY GIRL 
SCOUT TROOP 65321

Girl Scout Troop 65321, cov-
ering the Beacon Hill and Back 
Bay neighborhoods, is accept-
ing enrollment for new scouts 
entering Kindergarten and first 
grade (fall 2020).  Meetings are 
held on Monday nights, approx-
imately once or twice a month, 
at the Advent Church on Beacon 
Hill.  To enroll your daughter or 

for information on enrollment 
for other grades, e-mail Jill Hauff 
at jill.hauff@gmail.com.

SIGN-UPS FOR 
BACK-TO-SCHOOL 
GIVEAWAY NOW 
UNDERWAY

The Salvation Army is teaming 
up with Garden Neighborhood 
Charities—the philanthropic arm 
of the TD Garden—and the City 
of Boston to host its Ninth Annu-
al Back-to-School Giveaway, with 

sign-ups now underway. 
Registration is first-come-first-

served and based on financial 
need. To be eligible, applicants 
must live in Boston/Suffolk Coun-
ty.

 This year’s registration takes 
place through Aug. 18 by phone 
at 617-322-3875 and via email at 
MASBack2School@use.salvation-
army.org due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

 Receive a backpack filled with 
school supplies and hygiene prod-
ucts; distribution takes place on 
Aug. 18, 19 and 20.  

the fountains depicting children on 
either side of the entry operational 
for the first time in decades, as well 
as adding new benches and plant-
ings to the site.

For the second project, all the 
statues on the Commonwealth 
Avenue Mall will be illuminated, 
Vizza said, finally making a dream 
of longtime Friends board member 
Margaret Pokorny that dates back 
30 years a reality.

The third project would bring 
a temporary, interactive art exhib-
it called “What Do We Have in 
Common?” to the Boston Com-
mon next fall, Vizza added.

The Friends group, meanwhile, 
has also partnered with the City 
of Boston, the Museum of African 
American History and the Nation-
al Park Service on an approxi-
mately $3 million renovation of 
the Robert Gould Shaw and the 
54th Regiment Memorial on the 
Boston Common, which is now 
underway and should be complet-
ed by the year’s end.

Upcoming programming 
planned in conjunction with this 
project includes “Reprise of the 
Monument” on Aug. 24 at 6 p.m., 
which Vizza said would feature 
Renée Ater, a public art histori-
an, and David Blight, a Sterling 
Professor of American History 
at Yale University.

Besides its work on the Shaw 
54th Memorial, the Friends will 
take a “year off cyclical care” of 
the other statues on the Common, 
as well as in the Public Garden and 
on the Commonwealth Avenue 
Mall, because they received suffi-
cient maintenance last year, Vizza 
said.

In anticipation of future devel-
opment, the Friends has commis-
sioned a sunshine topography 
study that shows how tall each 
building can be downtown, block 
by block, without casting any new 
shadow on the Common or the 
Public Garden.

“A lot of development can still 
take place downtown,” Vizza said, 

adding that the Friends has shared 
the study with the Boston Planning 
and Development Agency and the 
city is now considering adopting it.

The Friends is also now among 
the stakeholders working with the 
city and the Reading-based envi-
ronmental firm Weston & Samp-
son to draft the new Boston Com-
mon Master Plan, details of which 
will be shared during a Sept. 16 
virtual meeting, Vizza said.

In addition, the Friends is pro-
viding input on the Kenmore Mall 
Master Plan – a plan to revitalize 
the last block of the Common-
wealth Mall near the Bowker 
Overpass. “The Parks Department 
has money in its budget for con-
struction documents,” Vizza said.

 Kate Enroth, chair of the Gov-
ernance Committee, welcomed six 
new members to the Friends board 
of directors for three-year terms - 
James Bordewick, Claire Corcor-
an, Anne Mostue, Jeffrey Mullan, 
Brent Shay and Eugenie Walsh.

Departing board members 
include Allison Achtmeyer, Kath-
erine O’Keeffe and Allan Taylor, 
Adam added.

The Friends also released a 
“Statement of Solidarity” in early 
June to oppose racial injustice fol-
lowing the killing of George Floyd 
by Minneapolis Police, Vizza said, 
and the group is now in the pro-
cess of creating a “strategic plan” 
to ensure diversity within its board 
and staff, as well as among its 
partners.

Bill Clendaniel, who is stepping 
down after eight years as treasurer 
of the Friends, said the organiza-
tion was in a fortunate position, 
thanks its nearly $23 million 
endowment, which meant that not 
only did it not have to start a new 
campaign in response to COVID-
19, but it was also able to keep all 
its employees on the books during 
this time.

The Friends group has reduced 
its budget by about one-third 
due to the pandemic, Clendan-
iel said, and it also received some 

much-needed revenue when some 
chose to donate the cost of their 
tickets to the annual Green and 
White Ball to the organization 
after the event was cancelled this 
year.

Meanwhile, Boston Parks Com-
missioner Ryan Woods recalled 

how well the year began with a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
signed between the Friends and 
the city in January that finally for-
malized their partnership after 50 
years of working together caring 
for the common, the Public Gar-
den and the Commonwealth Ave-

nue Mall.
“It took many, many years, but 

Liz and Leslie drove the project 
and got it through,” Woods said, 
calling the Friends of the Public 
Garden “by far the leader” of 160 
similar nonprofits now operating 
throughout the city.

Vizza (from pg. 1)

Saturday from 2 to 10 p.m.; and 
Sunday from noon to 8 p.m.

But the hours now hinge on 
staffing food trucks for the beer 
garden, Eshelman said, following 
Gov. Charlie Baker’s mandate on 
Friday that alcoholic beverages 
can only be served at restaurants 
and other establishments where 
food is also prepared on site.

“We’re doing our best to 
expand staffing food trucks at all 
times,” he added. “It’s just one 
more moving piece.”

In keeping with social dis-
tancing and safety guidelines, the 
beer garden’s occupancy has been 
reduced by about 50 percent, Esh-
elman said, with six guests maxi-
mum permitted at each of the 30 
tables, but unlike past years, how-
ever, no standing room is allowed.

And while there might be an 
opportunity to add a few addi-
tional tables before the beer gar-
den’s season wraps up at the end 
of October, safety is now the top 
priority.

“We want to go slow and be 
cautious, provide guests as much 
space as possible and make it work 
with the new guidelines to make 
sure that our staff, our customers 
and the community are safe,” Esh-
elman said. “We’re doing every-
thing possible to keep people safe 
and healthy.”

All patrons and staff will be 

required to wear face coverings 
whenever possible, and the num-
ber of on-site “porta-potties” has 
been reduced to six from 12 in 
years past as additional safety pre-
cautions.

Night Shift is also strongly 
encouraging guests visiting the 
Owl’s Nest on the Esplanade, as 
well as its Everett brewery and 
two other beer gardens located on 
Lovejoy Joy Wharf and near Hert-
er Park in Allston, respectively, 
to make advance reservations at 
nightshiftbrewing.com or via the 
Resy app. 

(Per state requirements, this sys-
tem will also allow Night Shift to 
notify patrons if someone at one 
of their locations tests positive for 
COVID-19, Eshelman said).

Reservations will be limited 
to two-hour windows, Eshelman 
added, but parties can stay longer 
if they are behaving responsibly, 
and if space permits.

Guests will also be accommo-
dated on a walk-up basis, space 
permitting, but one member of 
each party would be required to 
provide their contact information 
for contact tracing purposes.

“We strongly encourage reser-
vations as opposed to walk-ups,” 
Eshelman said. “The whole goal 
of this is to keep crowds to a min-
imum...and the Esplanade [beer 
garden] is such a popular location, 

so we want to make sure as many 
people can enjoy the space as pos-
sible.”

The Owl’s Nest drew around 
100,000 patrons to the Esplanade 
between early May and the end 
of October of last year, according 
to some estimates, but Eshelman 
doesn’t expect overcrowding will 
be a problem this year, judging by 
the turnout for the opening week-
end, which he put at around 100 
patrons each night.

Michael Nichols, executive 
director of the Esplanade Associ-
ation, which continues to receive 
revenue from the beer garden’s 
operation to enhance and improve 
the park in partnership with the 
Department of Conservation and 
Recreation, warily welcomed the 
return of the Owl’s Nest.

“We’re thrilled, but cautious 
to have the Owl’s Nest back,” 
said Nichols, who stopped by the 
Esplanade beer garden on Sunday 
afternoon. “The tables were nice-
ly spaced out, there was ample 
shade cover with the umbrellas, 
and the Night Shift staff was real-
ly thoughtful about sanitizing all 
touch-points.”

Moreover, Nichols added, 
“We view the Owl’s Nest as an 
important amenity in the park, 
but appreciate that Night Shift has 
been sensitive in prioritizing public 
health over everything else.”
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In early March, the co-chairs 
of the committee worked with the 
Executive Director to draft and 
finalize several letters to be sent 
to Founders, current members 
and lapsed members. The associ-
ation staff also makes a postcard 
that is delivered to several thou-
sand households in the neighbor-
hood and generates email blasts 
to encourage people to join the 
association. Events sponsored by 
the Young Friends and the Events 
Committee also draw in new 
members.

Founding Members of the Bea-
con Hill Civic Association are 
invited to two exclusive events 
each year--one in the fall and one 
in the spring. Grogan and Com-
pany and the Beacon Hill Friends 
House hosted this year’s Founders’ 
gatherings. The Civic Association 
also welcomes new members with 
a reception in May. The Member-
ship Committee continues its work 
to revitalize the merchant loyalty 
program and will be reaching out 
to young families by hosting a Fri-
day morning meet and greet tar-
geting parents at the Beacon Hill 
Nursery School this spring.

Neighborhood realtors were 

given welcome packages to hand 
out to new neighbors.

In addition to its quarterly meet-
ings, the Membership co-chairs 
consult with the Executive Direc-
tor and the Executive Committee 
regarding overall advancement 
strategy.

upcoming BHCA meetings and 
activities:

No Meetings
Join us!
If you haven’t yet become a 

member of the BHCA, we invite 
you to join online at www.bhcivic.
org/become-a-member.

 Your input on quality of life 
issues on the Hill is important 
to us, and we rely on you, our 
neighbors, to bring your com-
ments and concerns to our atten-
tion. By joining our membership, 
you strengthen our numbers and 
add credibility to our purpose as 
advocates for Beacon Hill. Please 
call our office at 617-227-1922 or 
email the BHCA Executive Direc-
tor at patricia.tully@bhcivic.org 
with any questions, comments or 
concerns, or to learn more about 
how you can get involved in your 
community. 

BHCA (from pg. 1)

ple to a limit of 50 people. Indoor 
gatherings remain at a limit of 25 
people. People must remain six 
feet apart from one another and 
face coverings are required when 
“more than 10 people from dif-
ferent households will be mixing,” 
the state said. 

He also said that restaurant 
guidance now states that alcoholic 
beverages can only be served for 
on-premises consumption if food 
is also served as part of the order. 
He said that “bars masquerading 
as restaurants” will not be allowed 
to operate. 

Secretary of Health and Human 
Services Marylou Sudders said 
on Friday that the state’s seven 
day average positive test rate was 
about 2.1 percent, about .4 per-
cent higher than the past couple of 
weeks. 

On August 11, Baker said that 
the most recent seven day positive 
test rate is now 1.8 percent, but an 
“uptick in various communities 
across Massachusetts” has been 
seen.

He said that there are about 33 
communities in the state that have 
more than four cases per 100,000 
people (a standard for measuring 
cases across several states) over the 
past few weeks.

“These communities require 
specific strategies,” he said. He 
said that “every community is dif-
ferent” and will require different 
enforcement measures, as well as 

additional testing, tracing, and iso-
lation measures. 

“The good news is that the vast 
majority of communities are expe-
riencing low case numbers,” Baker 
said, adding that 318 communities 
have low numbers of new cases 
over the past two weeks. 

He also said that a map with 
case counts for every town in the 
Commonwealth will be released 
and  “will be updated on a regu-
lar basis going forward,” he said. 
It will include a color-coded rank-
ing system of “typical traffic light 
colors:” red, yellow, and green to 
indicate concentration of cases in a 
particular area. 

But Baker warned residents: 
“regardless of where your com-
munity sits, COVID is not going 
away.”

The Commonwealth’s Stop the 
Spread Initiative, which includes 
free testing for communities that 
had a higher positive test rate 
as well as a lower overall test 
rate, began last month and has 
now expanded to 17 commu-
nities across the state. Sudders 
announced that the free testing for 
those communities will be expand-
ed through September 12, and the 
administration is “prepared” to 
expand the program to other com-
munities should they need it. 

“Last week, Stop the Spread 
communities tested 56 percent 
more residents than the week 
prior,” Sudders said. “Some 

communities have experienced 
decreases in their positivity rates.”

Baker said on Tuesday said that 
MassPort employees will “serve as 
ambassadors” to incoming travel-
ers at places like Logan Airport to 
help them access the state’s travel-
er form and make them aware of 
the travel guidelines.   

Baker also announced a new 
COVID Enforcement and Inter-
vention Team, which will assist in 
statewide enforcement and “coor-
dinating local intervention efforts 
at the local level in higher risk 
COVID-19 communities,” accord-
ing to the state. “Communities 
will be designated as higher risk 
COVID-19 communities based on 
public health data, including but 
not limited to rising trends for new 
cases and the percentage of posi-
tive COVID tests.” Baker said on 
Tuesday that the team will help 
to provide resources in different 
communities as well as help towns 
access additional federal funds. 

Some of the statewide enforce-
ment will include road signs, PSAs, 
“potential restrictions or shut-
downs for parks, playgrounds, 
businesses or other entities and 
locations believed to be contrib-
uting to the COVID-19 spread in 
higher risk COVID-19 commu-
nities,” other public health sup-
port resources, including tracing, 
testing, and quarantining, among 
others.

BAker (from pg. 1)

Staff Report

Massachusetts Department of 
Revenue (DOR) Commission-
er Geoffrey Snyder announced 
that July revenue collections 
totaled $4.456 billion, $2.43 bil-
lion or 120 prcent more than the 
actual collections in July 2019.

Of the $4.456 billion July col-
lections, approximately $2.293 
billion is income tax payments 
and refunds that will be record-
ed as FY2020 revenue, pursuant 
to section 3 of chapter 78 of the 
Acts of 2020. Such amounts con-
sist of payments and refunds orig-
inally due in FY2020 but received 
in July 2020, including payments 
made with final 2019 income tax 
returns, extension payments and 
estimated payments originally due 
in April and June 2020. Therefore, 
approximately $2.163 billion in 
July revenue will be recorded in 
FY21, which is $138 million or 
6.8 percent more than collections 
in July 2019.

Also collected in this July was 
an estimated $50 million in cor-
porate and business taxes deferred 
from the spring following the 
waiver of penalties for late filing 
and payment.  This revenue counts 
as FY21 revenue, but has no equiv-
alent in July of 2019.  Adjusted for 
both types of deferred taxes, July 
2020 revenue is approximately 
$88 million, or 4.3 percent, great-
er than equivalent tax collections 
last July.

“Approximately 51percent  
of July total collections will be 
recorded as FY2020 revenue due 
to legislation requiring certain rev-
enue to be recorded in FY20,” said 
Commissioner Snyder. “July total 
collections were also boosted by 
corporate and business tax pay-
ments attributable to returns due 
in April, which will be recorded 
as FY21 revenue, following the 
waiver of late filing and payment 
penalties in connection with such 
returns.  Sales and use tax revenue 
also increased as compared to the 

same period in 2019, despite the 
deferral of certain regular sales, 
meals, and room tax payments 
from FY2020 to FY2021, which 
are due in September. DOR will 
closely monitor revenue collec-
tions.”

July is historically one of the 
smaller months for revenue col-
lection, because neither individ-
ual nor business taxpayers make 
significant estimated payments 
during the month. As a result, 
roughly 6.7percent of annual rev-
enue has been received on average 
during July.

However, this July is different 
from previous years. Revenues 
collected in this month reflect a 
material amount of the deferred 
payments and refunds on personal 
income tax and corporate excise 
payments, but also exclude some 
regular sales, meals and room 
occupancy tax collection,s which 
are postponed to September. As 
noted above, deferred personal 
income tax payments and refunds 

will be recorded as FY2020 reve-
nue by the Comptroller. For a sum-
mary of these and other selected 
Commonwealth measures, please 
see the Special Disclosure Regard-
ing COVID-19 Related Matters in 
the Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts Information Statement dated 
May 22, 2020 (as supplemented).

Details:
Preliminary July Revenue Col-

lections
· Income tax collections for July 

were $3.449 billion, $2.338 bil-
lion or 210.3 percent more than 
July 2019. Of the $3.449 billion 
July income tax collections, about 
$2.293 billion (or 66 percent) 
was income tax payments and 
refunds originally due in FY2020 
but received in July 2020, includ-
ing payments made with final 
income tax returns, extension 
payments and estimated payments 
originally due in FY2020.

· Withholding tax collections 
for July totaled $1.131 billion, $80 
million more than July 2019.

· Income tax estimated pay-
ments totaled $411 million for 
July, $378 million more than July 
2019.

· Income tax returns and bills 
totaled $2.032 billion for July, 
$1.990 billion more than July 
2019.

· Income tax cash refunds in 
July totaled $125 million in out-
flows, $112 million more than July 
2019. 

· Sales and use tax collections 
for July totaled $614 million, $11 
million more than July 2019.

· Corporate and business 
tax collections for July totaled 
$202 million, $95 million more 
than July 2019. DOR estimates 
that corporate and business tax 
filers paid about $50 million in 
July attributable to returns due in 
April, following the waiver of late 
filing and payment penalties in 
connection with such returns.     

· Other tax collections 
for July totaled $191 million, $14 
million less than July 2019.

July revenue collections for state total $4.456 billion

ADVERTISE IN THE TIMES.  

CALL  781-485-0588
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Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?
You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

*All participants will receive $25 after 
completion of their visit. To complete the 
visit, participants must create an account, 
give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and 
have their measurements taken (height, 
weight, blood pressure, etc.), and give blood 
and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300
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By Dan Murphy

City Councilor Kenzie Bok will 
resume offering in-person neigh-
borhood office hours this week in 
outdoor locations, allowing her to 
again meet individually with con-
stituents while adhering to social 
distancing and other safety precau-
tions.

Her office hours on Saturday, 
Aug. 15, take place at Mission Hill 
Playground in Mission Hill at 10 
a.m.; Phillips Street Playground 
on Beacon Hill at 1 p.m., and the 
Commonwealth Avenue Mall at 
Clarendon Street and Common-
wealth Avenue (across from the 
Clarendon Street Playground) in 

Back Bay at 3 p.m.; on Monday, 
Aug. 17, at Symphony Park in East 
Fenway at 4 p.m., and at Ramler 
Park in West Fenway at 5:15 p.m.; 
and on Thursday, Aug. 20, at the 
Thoreau Path (on the benches 
behind the Amy Lowell Apart-
ments) at 6 p.m.

“One thing we’ve learned about 
the pandemic is outdoors is a lot 
safer for these sorts of things than 
indoors so we’ll be having [office 
hours] at playgrounds and in 
parks,” Councilor Bok said.

Guests who plan to attend her 
office hours are strongly encour-
aged to book ahead by calling 
Councilor Bok’s office at 617-635-
4225, but she said she would also 

Councilor Bok resumes in-person neighborhood office hours

City Councilor Kenzie Bok (at right) is seen earlier this year with 
West End Branch Librarian Helen Bender during the councilor’s office 
hours at the library.

City Councilor Kenzie Bok meets with representatives of the Beacon 
Hill Civic Association.

City Councilor Kenzie Bok meeting with constituents earlier this year at Mike’s Donuts during her Mission 
Hill office hours.

welcome any constituents who 
happen to walk by and want to 
connect with her personally.

Social-distancing will be in 
place during her office hours, and 
face coverings are mandatory for 
everyone in attendance; hand san-
itizer will also be made available 
on site.

During her office hours, Coun-
cilor Bok intends to encourage 
attendees to not only fill out and 
return their invitations to vote by 
mail in the upcoming elections, but 
also to complete the 2020 census.

“The census numbers citywide 
are nowhere near where we need 
them to be or where they were 10 
years ago,” she said. “We’re real-
ly worried about the count, which 
affects funding for everything in 
Boston – from schools to streets to 
public health itself.”

Councilor Bok also plans to 
offer virtual office hours again 
next month after successfully 
bringing them online.

“I want to make sure I can con-
nect one on one with people who 
aren’t comfortable with my out-
door office hours,” she said. “It’s 
all a balance by creating virtual 
opportunities so people who aren’t 
comfortable with [traditional 
office hours] can feel safe and also 
bringing back face-to-face interac-
tion that we’re all missing within 
the context of safe public health 
precautions.”

Soon after assuming office in 
January, Councilor Bok held her 
initial “round” of office hours 

throughout the neighborhoods 
she represents, and she said she 
was looking forward to continue 
to meet with constituents in this 
manner on a more-frequent basis 
when the pandemic struck.

“The sad thing is we had a real-
ly ambitious set of office hours 
planned for weekends, weekdays 
and evenings that we had to can-
cel because of the pandemic,” she 
said. “I’m a city councilor who 
loves being out and about, so it’s 
been hard to be in this weird sit-
uation.”

For now, though, Councilor 
Bok expects to continue holding 
in-person neighborhood office 
hours throughout the fall at a min-
imum.

“Since we know we’ll be liv-
ing with COVID-19 for a while, 
we’re trying to find outdoor alter-
natives while the weather is still 
nice,” Councilor Bok said. “We’ll 
certainly be doing this through 
the fall, and maybe we’ll even try 
some winter office hours with hot 
chocolate; we’ll just have to wait 
and see.”
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Want Neighborhood News
delivered right to your hands?

Subscribe to The Beacon Hill Time’s 
Newsletter and never miss a thing! 

Visit thebeaconhilltimes.com or scan the QR Code

Want Neighborhood News
delivered right to your hands?

Subscribe to The Beacon Hill Time’s 
Newsletter and never miss a thing! 

Visit thebeaconhilltimes.com or scan the QR Code

Simplified Lives can help you 
de-clutter or make that move! 

508-332-8601 or 401-480-1532 • info@SimplifiedLives.com • www.simplifiedlives.com
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By Dan Murphy

When The Whitney Hotel Bos-
ton opened at the end of June 
2019, no one could have ever 
anticipated the pandemic and how 
it would impact business for the 
fledgling luxury hotel.

The 65-room hotel at 170 
Charles St., which was developed 
by Boston-based Related Beal 
and is operated by Hersha Hos-
pitality Management of Harris-
burg, Pa., reopened July 1 after 
closing more than three months 
earlier when Gov. Charlie Baker 
issued his mandate that temporar-
ily shuttered all hotels throughout 
the Commonwealth. During this 
time, The Whitney didn’t receive 
any loans under the federal Pay-
check Protection Program and 
was instead forced to furlough 
most of its approximately 25-per-
son staff from April 1 to June 30, 
except for a few members who 
stayed working on site during that 
time to maintain the hotel and its 
basic operations, said Kimberly 
Lowthers, the hotel’s director of 
sales and marketing.

According to the Pinnacle 
Advisory Group, a Boston-based 
asset-management firm for hotels, 
occupancy rates at Boston and 
Cambridge hotels were down 82.7 
percent in June from the same 
month in 2019 while the average 
daily rate for a hotel room in these 
cities in June declined 55.1-percent 
from the same month last year.

As a relative newcomer to the 

city’s hotel scene, The Whitney is 
still in what Lowthers calls “ramp-
up time,” but she said during “the 
first quarter until Gov. Baker’s 
March 23 announcement, we were 
slated to do relatively well.”

And now that the hotel has 
reopened, Lowthers is again opti-
mistic about its future.

“We are beyond grateful as 
the overall response to the open-
ing a year ago and reopening this 
past July 1 has been heartwarm-
ing,” she said. “We will continue 
to embrace the community and 
provide exceptional experiences 
and service so that for a moment 
in time our guests will be able to 
get away from it all and enjoy all 
that The Whitney and Boston have 
to offer.”

The Whitney is also still benefit-
ting from the excitement and what 
Lowthers describes as the initial 
“awareness campaign” surround-
ing its grand opening and ongoing 
marketing efforts and promotions, 
such as a new, limited-time 20-per-
cent “Welcome Return” offer off 
the hotel’s best possible rates, as 
well a special discounted rate for 
Beacon Hill residents in apprecia-
tion of the neighborhood’s support 
for the hotel.

While corporate bookings 
are currently nearly non-exis-
tent, Lowthers said leisure travel, 
including “‘stay-cations’ to visit 
family members,” is now account-
ing for “steady growth” in the 
hotel’s occupancy. 

COURTESY OF THE WHITNEY HOTEL BOSTON 

The Whitney Hotel Boston at 170 Charles St.

the Whitney 
re-opens for business

“There are those are special 
occasions like anniversaries, 
birthdays and bar/bat mitzvahs 
that will always be celebrated on 
some level,” Lowthers said, “and 
we’re still in the summer months 
so family vacations are still being 
planned.”

The hotel also continues to 
attract patrons with special offer-
ings like its “Whitney on the 
Water,” which offers guests the 
opportunity to charter a sailboat 
or yacht excursion on the nearby 

Charles River via Boston Charter 
Boats.

Meanwhile, like all of the other 
hotels in Hersha’s portfolio, The 
Whitney has implemented the 
corporation’s five-point “Rest 
Assured” cleanliness program 
based on guidance from the Cen-
ters for Disease Control, World 
Health Organization (WHO) and 
American Hotel and Lodging 
Association, and trained all of its 
staff members on this new safety 
protocol.

“There are safety measures 
put in place by our hotel and in 
the hotel industry [to keep people 
safe],” Lowthers said, “and people 
will still travel for experience and 
celebrations so we have created 
packages and special room offers 
that are suitable for them to get 
out and about, or to get a moment 
away and not worry about any-
thing.”

Visit whitneyhotelboston.com 
for more information.

From Boston Police Area A-1
COMMUNITY SERVICE OFFICE: 617-343-4627

DRUG UNIT: 617-343-4879 • EMERGENCIES: 911

BEACON HILL BEAT

Breaking and Entering – Motor 
Vehicle

08/07/20 – A male suspect was 
arrested on Bowdoin Street for 
breaking and entering into a 2013 
Chrysler Town and Country van 

at around 2:53 a.m. At this time, 
the suspect was caught rummaging 
through the vehicle and had prop-
erty belonging to its owner in his 
possession.
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By Dan Murphy

The Friends of the Phillips Street 

Play Area was named a finalist 

this summer in Mayor Martin J. 

Walsh’s 2020 Garden Contest for 

its work maintaining the gardens 

at the playground.

The Friends, a neighborhood 

nonprofit that serves as steward 

of the playground, was reportedly 

one of five finalists in the “Store-

front, Organization, or Main 

Street District Gardens” category, 

but ultimately lost out to the com-

petition.
“We hope that you are proud 

of your gardening efforts, as being 

chosen as a finalist is no small feat,” 

Ryan Woods, commissioner of the 

Boston Parks Department, wrote 

in a letter to the Friends dated July 

30. “We received a large number 

of applications and the selection 

committee chose your garden as a 

top contender in its category, how-

ever, this year your garden was not 

selected as a winner.”

Woods added, “We thank you 

for your effort in beautifying your 

green space and appreciate your 

participation. We encourage you 

to enter the Garden Contest again 

next year. Your hard work in car-

ing for the Phillips Street Play Area 

has not gone unnoticed. In addi-

tion, the finalist selection commit-

tee and the contest judges change 

each year and we often see gardens 

move up in their rankings.”

Adam Whitney, age 13, and his 

11–year-old sister, Jordan Whitney, 

entered the gardens at the play-

ground in the contest on behalf of 

the Friends group. They both pitch 

in by watering plants and cleaning 

By Dan Murphy

Hampshire House Corporation 

filed a compliant in U.S. District 

Court in Boston July 27 against 

its insurance providers for denying 

business interruption claims from 

the losses its restaurants have sus-

tained since mid-March due to the 

pandemic.
The company, which owns 

and operates Cheers Beacon Hill, 

Cheers Faneuil Hall, 75 Chest-

nut and 75 Liberty Wharf, is 

suing Allianz Global Risks United 

States Insurance Company, and 

their subsidiaries, Fireman’s Fund 

Insurance and Associated Indem-

nity Corporation, for financial 

damages to be determined by the 

court.
“It is so important that Alli-

anz/Fireman’s is paying out the 

insurance policy as it keeps the 

Hampshire ‘family’ of employees 

paid and employed, which keeps 

families across Massachusetts 

fed,” wrote Markus Ripperger, 

president and CEO of Hampshire 

House Corporation. “It’s exactly 
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Beacon Hill Civic Association 

Community Corner

(HampsHire House, Pg. 5)

(Gardens, Pg. 6)

Hampshire House Corp. sues 

insurance providers over denied 

business-interruption claims

Friends of Phillips street Play Area named 

finalist in Mayor’s garden Contest

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ROB WHITNEY

Above, the upper garden at the 

Phillips Street Play Area.

Right, Jordan Whitney cleaning 

the garden.

Beacon Hill Civic Association 

Committees

Every spring, the Beacon Hill 

Civic Association publishes its 

Annual Report covering com-

mittee accomplishments during 

the past year. We’ll be sharing the 

committees’ reports here over the 

next weeks.

traffic & Parking Committee

During the 2019-2020 BHCA 

year, the Traffic & Parking 

Committee continued its work 

with neighbors and the Walsh 

Administration to create safer 

streets for pedestrians, cyclists 

and automobiles throughout 

(BHCa Pg. 2)

By Dan Murphy

The Young Friends of the Public 

Garden are currently undertaking 

a “BioBlitz” with the intention of 

engaging the public to identify and 

record 2,500 observations of bio-

diversity and 400 different living 

species during a one-month period 

in the Boston Common, the Com-

monwealth Avenue Mall and the 

Boston Common.

Dr. Colleen Hitchcock, a pro-

fessor in the biology department 

and environmental studies pro-

gram at Brandeis University,  out-

lined the initiative Tuesday during 

a virtual instruction session. She 

said that 1,500 observations of 

biodiversity and 257 species had 

already been recorded in the parks 

since just launching the BioBlitz 

days beforehand.

Visitors to the three parks can 

participate using iNaturalist – an 

app and website (iNaturalist.org) 

that Dr. Hitchcock said “was con-

ceived as a Facebook for natural-

ists.”
After participants makes their 

initial species observation using 

iNaturalist, they can document 

it, usually by photographing it, 

as well as provide information 

on who they are and where they 

‘BioBlitz’ aims to identify 

and record biodiversity

(BioBlitz, Pg.9)

Mail-in ballots 

for upcoming 

elections are

on their way 
 

By John Lynds

Despite President Donald 

Trump voting by mail during 

elections in 2017, 2018 and 

2020, POTUS has spent the past 

week threatening to sue states 

that will allow mail-in voting for 

this upcoming Presidential Elec-

tion--falsely claiming it will lead 

to widespread election fraud. 

While Trump has even suggest-

ed the November election should 

be postponed, Boston is going for-

ward with sending residents ‘vote 

by mail’ applications. 

At a press conference last week, 

Mayor Martin Walsh said that reg-

istered voters in East Boston and 

the rest of the city should expect to 

get a mail-in ballot application in 

the mail this week, if they haven’t 

received one already. 

“This year, everyone can vote by 

a mail-in ballot,” said Walsh. “In 

the past, Massachusetts residents 

had to show that they had a dis-

ability, that their religion prevent-

ed them from voting in-person, or 

that they would be out of town on 

election day. This year, Massachu-

setts passed legislation that waives 

these requirements, and anyone 

who requests a mail-in ballot will 

get one. This will help make sure 

everyone can exercise their right 

to vote during COVID-19.”

The Mayor said that it’s import-

ant for residents to note that they 

are getting an application in the 

mail, and they must fill it out 

and send it back to the Elections 

Department to get a mail-in bal-

lot. As of last week the City had 

received 4,000 applications for 

mail-in ballots. 

“Voters can choose which 

election they’d like a ballot for 

— the Primary Election on Sep-

tember 1st; the General Election 

on November 7th; or both,” said 

(Ballots, Pg.9)

If you missed us at your front door 
every Thursday
Please go to 

www.beaconhilltimes.com

For all the latest news in the 
neighborhood
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West end MuseuM neWs and notes

MGH Historic Preservation 
Public Meeting

On Wednesday August 19, the 
BPDA will be hosting a virtual 
meeting to discuss historic pres-
ervation and the MGH expansion 
that threatens the Winchell School 
and West End House building. If 
you are interested in attending you 
must pre-register.

Help the WEM by adding a 
FB donation button

As The West End Museum navi-
gates the challenges of the COVID-
19 pandemic, we understand that 
many of you simply don’t have the 
means to donate right now. Today 
we are requesting that you consid-
er making a post about the WEM, 
or including a donation button on 

other Facebook posts you make, 
as a way of spreading the word 
about the West End Museum and 
helping us continue to tell the sto-
ries of West Enders and share the 
culture and diversity of the West 
End neighborhood. 

To add the WEM to your post, 
just click the support nonprof-
it action on your post and select 
the West End Museum. We truly 
appreciate your support.

Step-by-step instrictions:
On your Facebook Page, begin 

creating a post.
Scroll down the post actions 

and tap Support nonprofit
Select the nonprofit you want to 

raise money for.
Add a photo
Tap Continue to confirm you 

want to publicly post
Click Publish

Councilor Bok is asking                 
all West End residents to             

complete the census
From the office of the Council-

or: All West End residents please 
Fill Out the Census ASAP!

If you get stuck or have an issue 
filling out your Census, please call 
Councilor Bok’s Office Monday - 
Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. at 617-635-
4225 or email Emily.Brown2@
boston.gov

You should fill out the Census 
for the address where you spend 
most nights during the year.

Everyone at your address 
should be included on your Cen-
sus form, including children (even 

newborns!), roommates that aren’t 
related to you, and those without 
official immigration status. 

All Census data is confiden-
tial and protected by federal law. 
Your personal information can-
not be used against you by any 
government agency or court. In 
the event you misplaced or never 
received your census ID, you can 
still respond online without it. You 
can also respond over the phone: 
844-330-2020. Phone assistance is 
in 13 languages.

Due to changes by the federal 
government, the last day to par-
ticipate in the U.S. 2020 Census 
(regardless of response method) 
will be September 30.

Only 53.4% of Boston’s house-
holds have responded to date.  The 
West End: 31.9%- 37.7%

The West End Museum is a 
neighborhood museum dedicated 
to the collection, preservation and 
interpretation of the history and 
culture of the West End of Boston.

Our mission is not only to 
preserve this history for old West 
Enders and their families, but to 
invite members of the wider com-
munity to engage with this history, 
to learn from it and explore the 
wider culture and meaning of ‘The 
Greatest Neighborhood This Side 
of Heaven’.

ADMINIstRAtIVE AssIstANt
The Beacon Hill Civic Association (BHCA) is a proactive volunteer 
organization of neighbors helping neighbors. We are seeking an 

administrative assistant to support the BHCA’s executive director to 
carry out the association’s mission, which is to preserve and enhance 

the quality of life on Beacon Hill. The candidate should be friendly 
and outgoing, and enjoy working with volunteers, BHCA members 
and Beacon Hill residents. He or she should be highly motivated 

with excellent organizational skills and attention to detail, self-direct-
ed, able to juggle multiple tasks and be comfortable with database 
systems. This is a full-time position and the annual starting salary is 

the mid $30s.

Duties include:
• Assist the executive director by preparing materials and reports for 

the board of directors and committees need to effectively accomplish 
their work.

• Act as the first point of contact for the office; help resolve BHCA 
member and resident concerns and complaints about quality of life 
issues on Beacon Hill.

• Assist the membership committee with member solicitations, 
annual membership drives, sending out appropriate membership 
materials, implementing special membership events and new member 
receptions.

• Assist the treasurer and bookkeeper with some bookkeeping func-
tions, including making bank deposits, handling credit card transac-
tions and invoices.

• Maintain member records on Charityproud database, create and 
provide reports to the board and committees, and help the BHCA 
increase its use of the database as a valuable reporting tool.

• Manage member communications, including sending group 
emails/email marketing, updating the website, social media accounts, 
and sending invitations to events.

• Occasional support for evening meetings and several weekend 
events throughout the year. 

• Order supplies, maintain office equipment and filing, and act as 
office liaison with vendors.

•When needed, assist with receptionist duties for building.

Required qualifications:
Desirable qualifications:

To apply for this position please sent resume and 
cover letter by August 20, 2020  to: patricia.tully@

bhcivic.org. 

The Beacon Hill Architectural 
Commission will hold its month-
ly public hearing on Thursday, 
August 20, at 5 p.m.

ATTENTION: This hearing 
will only be held virtually and 
NOT in person. You can partici-
pate in this hearing by joining the 
meeting online, or calling 1-929-
205-6099 and entering meeting 
id #875 3666 0932. You can also 
submit written comments or ques-
tions to BeaconHillAC@boston.
gov or via Twitter @bostonland-
marks

1. EXECutIVE sEssION
2. VIOLAtIONs APP # 

21.0098 BH 37-41 Bowdoin Street
Proposed Work: Ratification of 

cell phone antennas visible from 
Bowdoin Street.

APP # 21.0099 BH 4 Otis Place
Proposed Work: Ratification of 

unapproved front stair changes, 
penthouse window fenestrations, 
penthouse height & slope and 
penthouse cladding.

3. DEsIGN REVIEW
APP # 21.0100 BH 7 Mount 

Vernon Place
Proposed Work: repaint front 

door bm black 2132-10; repaint 
surround black based on new his-
toric evidence. Install keypad at 
front and rear entryways

APP # 21.0101 BH * 116 
Charles Street

Proposed Work: At front 
façade, install piping to several 
windows.

APP # 21.0102 BH * 107 Myr-
tle Street

Proposed Work: Replace head 
house bead board siding with 
black vertical panel siding.

APP # 21.0103 BH 25 Charles 
Street

Proposed Work: Restoration of 
Beacon Hill Hotel & Bistro. This 
project involves new, true divided 
light windows in floors 2 through 
5. (double hung and replacement) 
double hung windows will be 6 
over 6 wood, repairs to window 
sills and lintels in kind, repairs to 
existing shutters, replacement of 
missing elements, replace skylight, 
replace three fire escape doors, 
new mechanical equipment and 
shield at rooftop, . (See Additional 
Items in Administrative Review)

APP # 21.0104 BH* 30 Han-
cock Street

Proposed Work: Installation of 
3 HVAC condensers at the rear of 
the structure.

APP # 21.0105 BH* 87 Mount 
Vernon Street

Proposed Work: In kind 
replacement of two existing door/
windows on carriage house.

4. ADMINIstRAtIVE 
REVIEW

APP # 21.0103 BH        25 
Charles Street: Repair slate roof, 
repaint ornamental metal, window 
trim, and metal flashing in kind, 
masonry repointing, replace stone 
sills and lintels in kind (See addi-
tional items under design review).

APP # 21.0106 BH        23 Brim-
mer Street: At third level, front, 
replace 2 2 over 2 wood windows 
with three, 2 over 2 wood win-
dows.

APP # 21.0107 BH        60 
Chestnut Street: Scrape, repaint 
front door and surround in kind.

 APP # 21.0108 BH       109 
Chestnut Street: Replace

APP # 21.0109 BH        41 
Phillips Street: Replace wood trim 
surrounding 16 dormers in kind. 
Install new copper pan flashing in 
kind. Repaint to its original color.

 APP # 21.0110 BH        2 River 
Street Place: At level 1 restore two 
2 over 1 wood windows and one 
6 over 3, wood window, at level 
two, restore two, 6 over 6, wood 
windows, at level three restore 
two, six over six wood windows, 
two 6 over 6 wood windows.

APP # 21.0111 BH          119 
Tremont Street: Repair Mayflower 
pulpit by replace deteriorated 
metal plates and supports in kind.

APP # 21.0112 BH         100 
Pinckney Street: At front façade, 
repaint the front stoop and paint-
ing/repairing a wooden deck wall. 
Colors are in kind:  BM Fairview 
Taupe for the stoop & BM Audu-
bon Russet for the deck wall.

APP # 21.0113 BH         30 
Mount Vernon Street: At roof 
level, install 60 feet of snow guards

APP # 21.0114 BH         112 
Mount Vernon Street: At front and 
rear façade, restore seven wood 
historic 6 over 1 window. Replace 
second floor bath and master 1 
over 1 windows with 6 over 6 
windows.

APP # 21.0115 BH         25 
West Cedar Street: repaint levels 1, 
2, and 3 windows and shutters in 
kind. Repaint front door and trim 
in kind, alley door, boot scraper, 
Balcony, basement grate, garden 
rail, and front handrail in kind.

5. RAtIFICAtION OF 
7/16/2020 PuBLIC HEARING 
MINutEs

6. Staff Updates

BEACON HILL ARCHITECTURAL COMMISSION
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The Edward M. Kennedy Insti-
tute for the United State Senate 
announced today the launch of 
its reimagined Youth Advisory 
Council as a virtual advocacy 
project focused on empowering 
youth voices in activism and civic 
education. The politically-focused 
cohort, a supporting effort of the 
Institute’s Youth Movements proj-
ect (normally hosted in-person 
prior to disruptions from COVID-
19), will pivot to focus on digital 
platforms and social media as a 
form of online advocacy to inform 
and mobilize political youth move-
ments.

This summer’s youth advisors, 
participants in the city of Bos-
ton’s SuccessLink jobs program, 

will focus on online advocacy and 
community organizing via virtual 
platforms, researching effective use 
of the internet and social media for 
online advocacy and community 
organizing, and using their first-
hand experiences to apply them to 
civic engagement and politics. Spe-
cific themes include the importance 
of storytelling in political move-
ments, understanding of personal 
experiences as relevant and valu-
able in advocacy, and integration 
of advocacy into students’ person-
al and professional lives. The Insti-
tute’s pivot to a new virtual youth 
advisory program offering closely 
aligns with the current form of 
youth advocacy: rooted in social 
media with supporting multimedia 
assets such as images and videos, 
hashtags, and signature-based 
petitions to generate attention and 
bring change to societal issues.

“It’s important to meet this 
young generation of organizers 
where they feel comfortable advo-
cating, and that is mostly through 
online mobilization,” said Zubeda 
Khan, Youth Program Manager 
at the Kennedy Institute. “Even 
in normal times, not everyone 
goes in-person to a march or a 
rally. Political engagement man-
ifests itself in a number of ways, 
and this new program is the result 
of the Institute understanding 
the importance of educating and 
encouraging the next generation 
to participate in this type of online 
advocacy.”

Through the newly reimagined 
program, the Institute will collab-
orate with the advisory council to 
create offerings that fully engage 
young people in civics, govern-
ment, and representation. The 

Institute will disseminate online 
resources for young activists, such 
as its Youth Action Guides, that 
explore local and national issues 
and provide guidance on how 
to engage and support political 
movements through organizing 
platforms, messaging, and mobi-
lization. Students will be encour-
aged to draw upon personal stories 
and digital exhibitions to represent 
the societal and political change 
they would like to see.

“At the Kennedy Institute, we 
are focused on the importance of 
promoting civic education and the 
fundamental tenants of democra-
cy,” said Sarah Yezzi, Director of 
Education, Family and Youth Pro-
gramming at the Kennedy Insti-
tute. “As we all know, there is a 
growing movement of young peo-
ple pushing for political and social 
change, so understanding effective 
methods of organizing on digital 
platforms is crucial to reaching the 
youth audience. Harnessing the 
enthusiasm of these students and 
applying their insights to our exist-
ing resources for civic discourse 
will position the Institute to better 
inspire our younger generations 
towards political engagement.”

About the Kennedy Institute
The Edward M. Kennedy Insti-

tute for the United States Senate is 
dedicated to educating the public 
about the important role of the 
Senate in our government, encour-
aging participatory democracy, 
invigorating civil discourse, and 
inspiring the next generation of 
citizens and leaders to engage in 
the civic life of their communities. 
Learn more via www.emkinstitute.
org. 

Edward M. Kennedy Institute launches virtual 
Youth Advisory Council amid COVID-19

Spring is finally here and with 
it comes our annual Membership 
drive at the Beacon Hill Civic 
Association. Soon to reach our 
centennial, our volunteer organi-
zation has worked to preserve the 
historic beauty and quality of life 
on Beacon Hill since 1922. 

From answering your calls and 
e-mails, to working with the City 
on zoning, architecture, trees, 
trash, and traffic and parking 
issues, the BHCA office is a busy 
place. Most recently, we have 

been able to recapture 15-min-
ute resident parking spaces at 
the intersection of Joy and Mt. 
Vernon Streets, and we are work-
ing closely with the City on the 
new accessibility and traffic calm-
ing measures that are appearing 
all over Beacon Hill. Contractor 
parking is a constant challenge, 
and we listen and do our best 
to respond to your concerns, so 
that the impact on neighbors is 
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BHAC continues 
Beacon Hill 
Bistro application

Area A-1 sees 11 percent decrease in 
Part One crime in ’19 from last year

Aspire Spring Gala raises $2.6M for autism research

It’s Membership Season at the BHCA!

By Dan Murphy

As the first quarter of 2019 
came to a close, Area A-1 report-
ed an 11 percent drop in violent 
and property crime, compared 
with the same timeframe the pre-
vious year.

 According to Boston Police, 
449 incidents of Part One crime 
were reported between Jan. 1 
and March 24 of this year in the 
dis-trict, which includes Beacon 
Hill, Chinatown Downtown and 
the North End, down from 504 
last year.

 While no homicides were 
reported either this year or last, 
the rate of rapes and attempted 
rapes doubled as the number of 
inci-dents climbed to eight from 
four in 2018.

 In contrast, robberies and 
attempted robberies were down 
nearly 55 percent, dropping to 
15 from 33 last year.

 Similarly, the rate of domestic 
aggravated decreased by around 
57 percent as the number of inci-
dents fell to three from seven in 
2018.

 Non-domestic aggravated 

assaults were also down by near-
ly 12 percent, with 52 incidents 
in 2019, compared to 59 a year 
ago.

 Likewise, commercial bur-
glaries saw more than a 29-per-
cent decline as the number 
dropped to 12 from 17 in 2018.

 The rate of residential bur-
glaries remained steady, however, 
with nine incidents this year and 
last, respectively.

 Meanwhile, other burglaries 
were on the rise as the number 
climbed to three from one in 
2018.

 Larcenies from motor vehi-
cles were down around 49 per-
cent, with 43 incidents in 2019 
as opposed to 85 the previous 
year, while other larcenies were 
up nearly 10 percent, with 291 
this year, com-pared with 265 in 
2018.

 Moreover, the rate of auto 
theft decreased almost 46 per-
cent as the number fell to 13 
from 24 the previous year.

 Citywide, Part One crime was 
down around 7 percent, with 
3,302 incidents this year, com-
pared with 3,599 in 2018.

Program leaders and participants are all smiles at the Aspire Spring Gala  held by MassGeneral Hospital for Children.

Photos by Matt West

Around 900 people came 
together for the MassGeneral 
Hospital for Children Aspire 
Spring Gala at the Four Seasons 
and raised more than $2.6 mil-
lion for autism research and care. 
The 19th annual event support-
ed Aspire, the highly successful, 
therapeutically-based program 
of the Lurie Center for Autism 
based in Lexington, Mass. Aspire 
helps children, teens and adults 

with high cognitive autism spec-
trum disorder and related pro-
files develop the skills necessary 
to be successful in their commu-
nities and workplaces.

Peter L. Slavin, MD, presi-
dent of Massachusetts General 
Hospital; Scott McLeod, PhD, 
executive director of Aspire; 
Andrew Harris, Aspire program 
manager; the 2019 Aspire Spring 
Gala Committee of Stephanie 
and David Long, Tim Sweeney, 
Ann Marie and Daniel Gross, 

and Kim and Eric Karofsky 
(Terry and Tom Hamilton could 
not make it due to Aerosmith’s 
Las Vegas schedule); Aspire pro-
gram participants and their fam-
ilies; and corporations from all 
over the country were in atten-
dance to celebrate the great suc-
cess of the Aspire program.

“As Aspire continues to grow, 
we are engaging more and more 
clients with our new program-

(Aspire, Pg. 5)

By Dan Murphy

The Beacon Hill Architectural 
Commission again voted to con-
tinue its determination on the 
Beacon Hill Hotel & Bistro’s 
application during its April 18 
hearing at City Hall

Frank McGuire, project archi-
tect, outlined two concepts for 
the building at 25 Charles St., 
both of which include plans to 
relocate the hotel’s main lobby 
and entry to the corner of Charles 
and Branch streets while offering 
two alternatives for realigning 
the building’s windows openings 
and patterns along its Charles-, 
Branch- and Chestnut-street 
sides.

Commissioner Miguel Rosales 
instructed the applicant to return 

to the commission with more 
information on the proposed 
hardware for the new entry door 
and the awning fronting Charles 
Street, as well as a final win-
dow design. “Your application 
is incomplete…and you need 
to resolve the window issue,” 
Rosales said.

The commission voted to deny 
without prejudice an application 
for the Charles Street Garage at 
144-158 Charles St. to remove 
three existing AT&T antennae 
and hardware from a chimney 
and replace them with four 
antennae inside three, new fiber-
glass canisters on the roof, which 
would have been visible from a 
public way.

(BHAC Pg. 8)
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Staff Report

On Monday, Sen. Ed Markey’s 
campaign announced that the cam-
paign account surpassed 100,000 
Twitter followers, outpaced Joe 
Kennedy’s campaign on the plat-
form, and released a long-awaited 
video of Senator Markey saying 
“That’s no malarkey, I’m Ed Mar-
key.”

On March 12, the campaign 
pledged to release the clip when 
it surpassed 100,000 Twitter fol-
lowers. At that time, it had only 
34,846 followers. Ed Markey’s 
Twitter gained over 5,000 follow-
ers Monday alone after respond-
ing to a tweet by Senator Ted Cruz 
that dismissed the severity of the 

coronavirus crisis. 
The online energy and enthusi-

asm around the Markey campaign 
was documented in a recent article 
in the Harvard Political Review, 
which covered the grassroots ori-
gins of the online movement to 
re-elect Ed Markey to the U.S. 
Senate.

“The excitement for our cam-
paign online is a direct reflection 
of the offline momentum that 
is driving us towards victory on 
September 1. As our Twitter fol-
lowing grew, so did the number 
of volunteers, ID’d voters, bal-
lots requested at edmarkey.com/
vote, individual contributions to 
our campaign, and calls made to 
voters across Massachusetts -- 

361,000 in just three days,” said 
Paul Bologna, the campaign’s cre-
ative and digital communications 
director. “The community we’ve 
built online is centered around the 
issues that Ed stands for, and the 
issues that matter most to Massa-
chusetts voters including the Green 
New Deal, Medicare For All, and 
social, racial, and economic jus-
tice. Our social media growth is 
a reflection of how Ed Markey’s 
message is engaging and inspir-
ing online activists to support the 
movement to send Ed back to the 
U.S. Senate.”

In the last 28 days, Ed Mar-
key’s Twitter has earned 34.7 mil-
lion impressions. The campaign’s 
engagement rate, which reflects 

interactions including link clicks, 
retweets, likes, and replies to the 
campaign’s posts, has grown from 
3.5 percent in May to 4.7 percent 
in June, 4 percent in July, and 5.1 
percent in August. 

Over the last four months, the 
campaign’s Twitter link clicks 
have surged, from 9,200 in April 
to 21,600 in July. In its posts, Ed 
Markey’s Twitter links to dona-
tion, volunteer, and other pages 
where supporters can take actions 
to help the campaign. The online 
enthusiasm for Ed Markey is driv-
ing real world actions that are key 
to the campaign’s organizing strat-
egy.

In the last 30 days, Ed Markey’s 
Twitter grew by more than 10,000 

followers, while the Kennedy cam-
paign’s Twitter dropped by 3,000. 
Ed Markey’s Twitter account saw 
725,000 interactions. The Ken-
nedy campaign account only had 
74,000. 

Ed Markey has served in the 
United States Senate since win-
ning the special election in 2013 
and has amassed a deep record 
on issues that are important to the 
voters in Massachusetts, including 
climate action, racial justice, and 
preventing gun violence. Raised 
in Malden, Ed Markey has always 
stood up for the priorities of Mas-
sachusetts.

Markey election campaign twitter surpasses 100K followers

THINK OF IT AS AN 
OWNER’S MANUAL
 FOR YOUR MONEY.

The free Consumer Action
Handbook. It’s in print and
online at ConsumerAction.gov.
Order your free copy online
at ConsumerAction.gov or 
write to Handbook, Pueblo, 
CO 81009. 
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

JOHN J. RECCA 
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454617-723-3296

M9304

Geek For Hire

617-241-9664
617-515-2933

C  o  m  p  u  t  e  r    c  o  n  s  u  l  t  a  n  t    a  v  a  i  l  a  b  l  e    f  o  r    home or business. 

•  PC support & networking of all types with  
focus on secure Internet access (wired & wireless), 

•  broadband router & firewall technology, 
• virus detection/prevention,  
• spam control & data security/recovery.

ServiceS include:
ADVERTISE IN 

THE TIMES.  

CALL 

781-485-0588

LEGAL NOTICES
LEGAL NOTICE

COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS

THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR

ALLOWANCE OF
ACCOUNT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
Docket No.
SU234506
In the matter of:
Charles C. Ely
Date of Death:
01/01/1900
To all interested
Persons:
A Petition has been filed 
by Mellon Trust Of New 
England N.A. of Boston, 
MA requesting allowance 
of the 80th through 83rd 
Trust account(s) as Trustee 
and any other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

You have the right to ob-
tain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before 10:00 
a .m. on 09/14/2020.
This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance and objection 
if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an Affidavit of Objections 
within thirty (30) days 
of the return date, action 
may be taken without 
further notice to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: August 03, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

8/13/20
BH

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
and Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
FORMAL APPOINTMENT
OF SUCCESSOR
PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE
Docket No.
SU99P1703
Estate of:
Philip J. Kearney
Date of Death:
04/20/1999
To all interested
persons:
A Petition has been filed 
by: Sr., M. Veronica Robert 
of Germantown, NY 
requesting that the Court 

enter a formal Decree and 
Order that Sr., M. Veronica 
Robert of Germantown, NY 
be appointed as Successor 
Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the 
bond and for such other 
relief as requested in the 
Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to ob-
tain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before 10:00 
a.m. on 09/17/2020.
This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which 
you must file a written 
appearance and objection 
if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an Affidavit of Objections 
within thirty (30) days 

of the return date, action 
may be taken without 
further notice to you.
The estate is being ad-
ministered under formal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform 
Probate Code without 
supervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts 
are not required to be filed 
with the Court, but recipi-
ents are entitled to notice 
regarding the adminis-
tration from the Personal 
Representative and can 
petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu-
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: August 06, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

8/13/20
BH

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

While dogs of many breeds and 
mixes love spending time in and 
around water, there are dogs that 
are specifically bred to work in 
and around water. They’re often 
defined as dogs that take easily 
to the water and who are trained 
to hunt and retrieve waterfowl. 
These dogs often have retriever or 
sometimes spaniel in their breed 
names.

However, they are not the only 
dogs bred for or naturally suited to 
water work. For example, New-
foundlands are considered natural 
water rescue dogs and were used 
to save people in coastline ship-
wrecks. Early in their breed histo-
ry, “Nefies” also helped fishermen 
pull in their nets.

The Portuguese Water Dog 
once worked on fishing boats and 
performed jobs like herding fish 
into nets, retrieving equipment, 
and carrying items from boat-to-
boat or boat-to-shore. Poodles are 
water dogs known for their ability 
to retrieve ducks for hunters.

The Otterhound was bred to 
hunt otters. Their drive to hunt is 
so strong that some experts sug-
gest they may be unsuitable as a 
pet since, with no otters to hunt, 
they may choose to kill other prey.

You may not think of Border 
Collies as waterdogs, but we’ve 
watched the ones trained to move 
Canada Geese from our parks 
working in-and-around the water 
and they do seem to enjoy swim-

ming. Since this breed needs an 
exceptional amount of exercise, 
introducing water play at an early 
age and encouraging swimming 
can be a way to burn off that ener-
gy in hot weather.

Around Water
Our Westies have never been 

swimmers, but they have all loved 
the beach and walking in tidal 
pools. A friend’s Greyhound likes 
to stand in the water at their lake 
house. We watched dogs happi-
ly run to a boat, paddleboard, or 
kayak to spend time on the water 
with their people. If you walk in 
parks with ponds, lagoons, or 
river banks, you’ll see many dogs 
explore the shore or wade in for a 
cooling dip. 

Water Warnings
Knowing your dog, its capabil-

ities, as well as your own, has to 
be the first rule of allowing your 
canine companion around bodies 
of water. Is the dog a strong swim-
mer? Will the dog respond to voice 
control if recalled? Could you res-
cue a dog that needs help in the 
water? 

We’ve used life jackets for our 
dogs on boats, piers, docks, or 
paths like the Boston Harbor walk 
where there is no easy access point 
for a dog to return to shore or it 
would be difficult to pull a dog out 
of the water without the handle on 
the life jacket.

Places like the Charles River can 
pose toxic dangers for dogs. Once 

again this summer, the Charles 
River Watershed Association has 
had red flag warnings up on parts 
of the river due to the presence of 
cyanobacteria (blue-green algae). 
They explain, “Public health offi-
cials recommend that people and 
pets avoid contact in areas of algae 
concentration and rinse thorough-
ly in the event of contact.”

Carrying fresh clean water to 
offer your dog can help prevent 
him from drinking from ponds 
and streams. Drinking salt water 
or even just licking fur or paws 
encrusted with salty residue can 
also make a dog sick.

With a bit of thought and 
preparation, you and your dog can 
enjoy the cooling effects of water 

this summer. Swimming, boating, 
or just walking along the shore can 
be a fun way to spend time with 
your favorite pup!

Do you have a question or 
topic for City Paws? Send an email 
to Penny@BostonZest.com with 
your request.

One of the delights of a beachside vista is watching retrievers nag their humans for one more round of fetch.
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The Baker-Polito Adminis-
tration announced the launch of 
MassGrown Exchange, an online 
platform designed to facilitate 
business-to-business connections 
within the local food system for 
products and services. The plat-
form was developed following rec-
ommendations from the Admin-
istration’s Food Security Task 
Force, which promotes ongoing 
efforts to ensure that individuals 
and families throughout the Com-
monwealth have access to healthy, 
local food.

“Our Administration devel-
oped MassGrown Exchange to 
serve as an important tool for 
the Commonwealth’s agricultural 
and seafood industries to expand 
business opportunities and access 
new markets, and improve food 
security for the people of Massa-
chusetts,” said Governor Char-
lie Baker.  “Through this new 
platform, a variety of businesses, 
including farmers, fisheries, restau-
rants and food banks, will be able 
to source locally caught and pro-
duced food more efficiently.”

Developed by the Massachu-

setts Department of Agricultural 
Resources (MDAR), in collabora-
tion with the Division of Marine 
Fisheries (DMF), this platform was 
originally established to address 
COVID-19 disruptions to the 
local food supply in order to assist 
Massachusetts growers and pro-
ducers in accessing markets. Given 
its broad applicability to the food 
sector in the Commonwealth, this 
platform will remain in place as a 
helpful tool and resource beyond 
the duration of the COVID-19 
emergency.

“The MassGrown Exchange 
is designed to be a simple tool 
for buyers and suppliers with flexi-
bility to meet the needs of the com-
plex food system,” said Energy and 
Environmental Affairs Secretary 
Kathleen Theoharides.  “Building 
on the recommendations of the 
Food Security Task Force, this 
platform will offer every region 
across the Commonwealth an 
opportunity to develop their local 
food network.”

The MassGrown Exchange 
platform will assist Massachusetts 
food businesses looking to sell and 

purchase products and services, 
including:

•Farmers, fishermen, specialty 
food producers with wholesale 
products to sell to restaurants, 
grocery stores, and other outlets, 
or searching for equipment or ser-
vices, such as storage, distribution.

•Buyers (including supermar-
kets, institutions, schools, food 
banks, restaurants, and retail out-
lets) looking for local food prod-
ucts.

•Service and equipment provid-
ers working with businesses in the 
food system.

The platform offers a simple 
registration process for Massa-
chusetts food businesses, which 
can operate as a buyer or suppli-
er, depending on whether they are 
looking to acquire products or pro-
vide products or services. Potential 
sellers and buyers are encouraged 
to register their business and start 
listing products and services.

Please visit the MassGrown 
Exchange webpage for details on 
registering as well as a training 
video on using the platform.

Baker-Polito administration launches online 
platform to enhance food system connections

MassDevelopment is pleased to 
announce the availability of up to 
$310,000 in funding through its 
Real Estate  Technical Assistance 
program. Through a combination 
of in-house expertise and contracts 
with consultants, under this pro-
gram MassDevelopment works 
with municipal officials, planners, 
local stakeholders, and others 
to address site-specific and dis-
trict-wide economic development 
challenges. Awards will range 
from approximately $5,000 to 
$50,000 and can support a range 
of projects, from feasibility studies 
to master planning efforts.

“Through MassDevelopment’s 
Real Estate Technical Assistance 
program, we deploy our in-house 
expertise and partnerships with 
top consultants to help cities and 
towns across the Commonwealth 
tackle their planning and develop-
ment projects,” said MassDevel-
opment President and CEO Lau-
ren Liss. “We encourage our local 

partners to apply for this targeted 
assistance as they pursue plans to 
leverage assets, build housing, cre-
ate jobs, and more.” 

The full Request for Proposals 
is available at massdevelopment.
com/technicalassistance. Respons-
es are due by September 4.

Created in 2017, MassDevel-
opment’s Real Estate Technical 
Assistance program has awarded 
$942,000 to help 26 communities 
advance their economic develop-
ment goals through 27 projects.

MassDevelopment, the state’s 
finance and development agen-
cy, works with businesses, non-
profits, banks, and communities 
to stimulate economic growth. 
During FY2019, MassDevelop-
ment financed or managed 316 
projects generating investment of 
more than $2 billion in the Massa-
chusetts economy. These projects 
are estimated to create or support 
9,743 jobs and build or preserve 
1,992 housing units.

MassDevelopment announces 
$310,000 funding for real 
estate technical assistance


