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By Suzanne Besser

There was a time long ago that 
most Beacon Hillers had not heard 
of Zoom. Well, perhaps it was just 
nine months ago, but it seems like 
nineteen months ago. And they 
were lonely months. Or would 
have been without Zoom.

In days past, the word zoom 
meant to move or travel quickly, 

like only our cars know how to 
do. Some cars. Or it referred to 
what cameras can do to pretend its 
operator is standing much closer 
to the tiger he photographed while 
on a safari in Botswana.

But that was all before Covid-
19 when the word zoom became 
Zoom. Since then it has made 
peoples’ lives more comfortable, 

healthy, happy, sad, mad and 
annoying by bringing them togeth-
er with families, friends, doctors, 
Trump supporters and Trump 
non-supporters, and all kinds of 
social groups. It has even allowed 
such viewers to attend meetings 
in dress shirts, fancy blouses and 
pajamas. What more could one 

By Dan Murphy

The Beacon Hill Architectural 
Commission took the proposed 
installation of a security gate on 
Acorn Street under advisement 
at its monthly meeting last week, 
which took place virtually on Nov. 
19, although the commissioners 
agreed that the applicant would 
first need to bring their plan to the 
city’s Public Improvement Com-
mission before they can make a 
determination on the matter.

William Young, a consultant 
for the Acorn Street Association, 
which represents 18 homeowners, 
as well a longtime former employ-
ee of the Boston Landmarks Com-
mission, provided the specifics of 
the gate proposal, which aims to 
temper the heavy pedestrian-traffic 
on Acorn Street that has increased 

dramatically in recent years, appar-
ently due to the location’s popular-
ity on Instagram and other social 
media, along with the increased 
trash, safety and noise issues that 
have come along with it.

“The picturesque view has 
become problematic because of 
Instagram popularizing people 
taking ‘selfies,’” said Young, who 
added that the street has also fre-
quently become the site of pro-
fessional fashion and bridal pho-
to-shoots.  “It’s really become a 

bedeviling problem experienced by 
residents of Acorn Street.”

A recent independent survey 
commissioned by the applicant 
estimated that 2,000 visitors came 
to Acorn Street over the course of a 
weekend in late September or early 
October, said Tom Palmer, a pub-
lic-relations consultant, with some 
arriving as early before 6 a.m. or 
as late as after midnight.

Additionally, no-trespassing sig-
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Have a Happy & Safe Thanksgiving!

Happenings
on Charles Street

Savenor’s Christopher Walker 
goes from ‘Chopped’ 

viewer to on-air finalist

(BHCA Pg. 4)

By Dan Murphy

Christopher Walker, gener-
al manager of both the Charles 
Street and Cambridge outposts 
of Savenor’s Market, was already 
a regular viewer of “Chopped” 
when he was selected to appear as 

a contestant on the Food Network 
game show earlier this month, but 
going from watching it at home to 
being named a season finalist on 
the long-running series has admit-
tedly been a somewhat surreal 

A conceptual rendering of one option for the security gate proposed for 
Acorn Street.

The Beacon Hill Civic Association’s Evening at 
74 in November, 2017. We wish you all a Happy 
Thanksgiving!

Upcoming bHCA events

Zoning & Licensing Committee – Wednes-
day, December 2nd, 7pm, via Zoom*

An Evening Holiday Celebration – Saturday, 
December 5th, 6:30-8:30 pm, via Zoom (regis-
tration required)*

First Monday Meet & Greet (Game Night!) 
– Monday, December 7th, 6-8pm, via Zoom*

BHCA Board of Directors – Monday, 
December 14th, 7pm, via Zoom*

* Contact the BHCA at info@bhcivic.org for 
joining details

Proposal for Acorn 
Street security gate 
under advisement

Christopher Walker, general manager of both the Charles Street and 
Cambridge locations of Savenor’s Market, as well as a finalist on this 
season of the hit Food Network series “Chopped.”

(CHopped, Pg. 5)

(ACorn St, Pg. 4)

(Zoom, Pg. 9)

Zoom’s on the Thanksgiving menu
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By Karen Lee Sobol

Has your sense of time shifted 
lately?  Does avoiding people feel 
bizarre, and has Purell become 
your new best friend?  Do you 
spot beauty in surprising places, 
and feel the rhythm of your breath 
inside your mask?

 I’ve lived through this before.  
Then, I was solo.  Now, I’m one 
of seven billion, living through it 
again, with you.  Both times, with 
little advance notice, a deadly dis-
ease became a dire threat.  Then, 
in 2005, I was diagnosed with a 
non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma defined 
as rare and incurable.  Now, in 
2020, we all risk infection by 
COVID-19, a wildly contagious 
novel coronavirus with no known 
cure.  My blood cancer was so 
rare it’s called an orphan disease.  
COVID-19 is so universal it’s 
called a pandemic.

Thinking about the Thanksgiv-
ing holiday usually energizes us.  
Plans often include travel, time 
with family and friends, and meals 
shared.  This year, the dangers of 
spreading or contracting COVID-
19 trigger anxiety and dread.  
What to do?

 In 2005, I faced a similar 
dilemma.  I was in the midst of a 
clinical trial with a monoclonal 
antibody.  Because the drug had 
annihilated my immune system, 
every germ and virus, whether it 
came from another person or nat-
urally lived inside my body or on 
my skin, could pose a lethal threat.  
I washed and sanitized my hands 
obsessively and never touched my 
face.  Social isolation was self-pro-
tection, so I left home only to go to 
the hospital or take solitary walks, 
a scarf wrapped over my nose 
and mouth.  Holding a vision of 
myself as cancer-free and healthy, 
as though I already were, I felt that 
a brighter future was just a matter 
of time.

In a normal year, my family’s 
Thanksgiving tradition might start 
by serving a mid-day meal to guests 
at a local shelter, then welcoming 
family and friends to dinner in 
our home.  But for us 2005 was 
no normal year and exposing me 
to other people wasn’t an option.  
Instead, we ordered in dinner for 
three—my husband, our teen-aged 
daughter, and me—and felt grate-
ful.  We connected with people by 

phone, and their intangible energy 
helped sustain my nuclear family 
through our crisis. 

 For us all, 2020 is no normal 
year.  Together we face the poten-
tially deadly risk of COVID-19.  
And we’re tired of social isola-
tion.  But what opportunities we 
have, including the opportunity to 
keep ourselves, our families, and 
our friends, safe, and to share our 
resources more widely.   

Remember what they say before 
an airplane takes off?  “If the oxy-
gen masks drop down, put your 
own mask on before assisting oth-
ers.” 

 This Thanksgiving, if you’re 
lucky enough to have a home, 
please stay there.  Being alone 
doesn’t have to mean being lone-
ly.  Consider safe, helpful ways to 
support and connect with people.  
Perhaps order your dinner from 
a local restaurant to help keep 
cooks and staff employed.  Per-
haps donate to a local food bank 
or shelter so those less fortunate 
have meals to nourish them.  Per-
haps, in recognition of the historic 
roots of the day, contribute to an 
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HAPPY THANKSGIVING

Thanksgiving is a uniquely American holiday, tracing its roots back 

almost 400 years to the Pilgrims, long before there was even a thought of 

a United States of America. 

Thanksgiving is the ultimate family-centered holiday. It has no reli-

gious meaning, no national-celebration connotations, and no required 

gift-giving. It lacks the commercialism, religiosity, solemnity, and politi-

cal overtones of all of our other national observances.

It is the only day on the calendar when we have no obligation other 

than to spend the day with those who mean the most to us. It asks noth-

ing more from each of us (other than for the person who is doing all 

the cooking!) beyond just showing up and enjoying the company of our 

family and friends and then having a great meal.

Even amidst this time of a raging pandemic in our country, we all 

can agree that Thanksgiving makes us aware of what we have to be 

thankful for. Despite our present trials and tribulations, Americans are 

remarkably fortunate to be where we are. Thanksgiving is a national 

celebration that serves to remind us how blessed we are at a time when 

circumstances are so cruel for so many others in a world in which there 

are more refugees than at any time since the end of World War II.

Thanksgiving serves as a rare day for relaxation, reflection, and inevi-

tably -- at least for some of us -- a post-dinner nap or early night of sleep. 

In a time when so many of us are connected 24/7 to some instrument of 

communication, it truly is a relief to have a day when we can just shut 

it all off.

We wish all of our readers a happy -- and restful -- Thanksgiving.

ENJOY THE 
HOLIDAY SAFELY 

We would be remiss if we did not remind our readers to enjoy the 

holiday weekend, but to do so safely.

The pandemic is spreading like widlfire across our nation, shattering 

previous records of infection on a daily basis and requiring all of us to 

take every precaution to ensure that we do not spread the coronavirus 

among our friends and family members.

The virus does not take a holiday -- and each of us must act accord-

ingly.

Thanksgiving 2020; home, but not alone

Guest Op-ed

(op-ed Pg. 3)
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By Dan Murphy

With Beacon Hill Seminars just 
wrapping up its first virtual educa-
tion program, the nonprofit com-
prising self-described “life-learn-
ers” is looking to build on this ini-
tial success, and has just finalized 
an expanded curriculum for the 
spring.

BHS will kick off 2021 with a 
webinar on Wednesday, Jan. 6, 
when Bill Sherdan, president of 
the group’s board of directors and 
a Beacon Hill resident, will intro-
duce the 18 instructors who will 
each be teaching one of the spring 
semester’s 18 courses. The instruc-
tors will also be allotted two min-
utes to personally introduce them-
selves and describe their respective 
courses.

Like offerings from your typical 
liberal-arts college, BHS’s upcom-
ing courses, which begin in early 
February, will fall into five dis-
tinct categories, including Art and 
Architecture (e.g. “Islamic Archi-
tecture and Its Legacy to the West,” 
“Titian’s Allegorical and Mytho-
logical Paintings: Venetian Poesie” 
and “Michelangelo: The Miscon-
strued Titan”); Film and Music 
(e.g. “Classics of Soviet Cinema” 
and “Fred Astaire, His Partner 
and Others”); Literature and Clas-
sics (e.g. “Return of the Woolf,” 
which focuses on the works of the 
acclaimed English author Virginia 
Wolf ); History (e.g. “The Three 
Alices: Alice James, Alice Roos-
evelt and Alice Paul”); Social Sci-
ence (e.g. “50 Years of Affirmative 
Action: Remedy for Oppression or 
Reverse Discrimination”); and Sci-

ence and Math (e.g. “Science in the 
News,” “Unveiling the Cosmos” 
and “Copenhagen and Quantum 
Reality”).

While many were skeptical 
when BHS introduced its virtu-
al pilot program in April – just 
one month after they were forced 
to halt in-person learning due to 
the pandemic – the three online 
courses initially offered via Zoom 
attracted around 90 BHS mem-
bers, which, Sherdan said, while 
being significantly less than the 
220 members expected to attend in 
the classroom, was still enough to 
reaffirm the move to virtual learn-
ing as a worthwhile pursuit.

Encouraged but cautious, BHS 
was conservative in planning its 
fall curriculum and expected that 
the 15 courses it was offering vir-
tually would draw around 150 
members, Sherdan said, but those 
expectations were surpassed when 
175 members signed up instead.

BHS was also reassured when 
the “virtual kickoff” it held in Sep-
tember attracted around 100 view-
ers, Sherdan said, with around 60 
of them going on to view record-
ings of its online classes.

But one of the biggest challeng-
es in indoctrinating newcomers to 
virtual learning, Sherdan said, is 
that they could be accessing the 
online courses on a laptop, a tab-
let or an iPhone, and each of those 
devices displays Zoom differently.

Another obstacle for both mem-
bers and instructors alike has been 
their lack of familiarity with the 
app, which, Sherdan said, proved 
daunting enough for some at 
first that three of the 15 instruc-

tors who taught classes this fall 
required  “some handholding.” 

In all, BHS trained about 150 
members on Zoom’s basic func-
tions, such as muting and muting 
and unmuting; and how to ask 
questions. “And everyone has 
come a long way,” Sherdan said.

To allow the instructors to 
focus solely on teaching, BHS has 
also created a “co-host function,” 
Sherdan said, which allows anoth-
er individual to serve as the moder-
ator by muting and unmuting par-
ticipants, or by queuing up partici-
pants’ questions for the instructors 
to answer, among other features.

Getting members to participate 
can sometimes be challenging in 
a virtual setting, however, Sher-
dan said, so it’s often up to the 
co-hosts to employ “tricks of the 
trade” to draw them out, such as 
pausing the presentation, asking 
and posing questions, or switching 
to a screen display where everyone 
online is visible. “People can also 
talk to each other and see each 
other that way,” he said.

 Going virtual has had 
other advantages, too, Sherdan 
said, such as allowing members the 
convenience of being able to take 
courses at their own pace and from 
wherever they choose (one mem-
ber last semester even participated 
from Ecuador), and attendance 
has subsequently been higher for 
virtual courses than for those pre-
viously offered in-person.

And instructors are benefitting 
from the newfound convenience 
as well.  

“One of our most popu-
lar teachers moved to Florida,” 

Sherdan said, “and I thought we 
lost her, but we got her back on 
Zoom.” 

Another upside is that online 
learning facilitates the presentation 
of visual information, like charts 
and maps, Sherdan said, and also 
allows the instructors to hone in 
on fine details of the documents 
using a cursor.

Moreover, Sherdan said, “Class 
sizes don’t matter so much any-
more.”

Before they went remote, 50 
people signed up for a popular 
class on Beethoven, but the class-
room could only hold 20, which 
effectively shut out more than half 
of the interested members. When 
the class was offered again in the 
fall remotely after the in-person 
class was eventually postponed 
due to the pandemic, 50 members 
signed up – and this time, they 
were all accepted.

Sherdan, meanwhile, said he 
was somewhat “surprised,” albe-
it pleasantly, by the findings from 
two surveys – one given at the end 
of in-person classes in the fall, the 
other given at the end of online 
classes – that indicated members 
learning remotely had about the 
same level of satisfaction (around 
90 percent) as those who were in 
the classroom.

Given the overwhelmingly pos-
itive response to online learning 
so far, Sherdan expects that BHS 
would continue to embrace it long 
after the pandemic has faded away.

“We’re comfortable going with 
online as far and as long as we 
need to,” he said. “When we get 
back to normal, I see no reason 
why we wouldn’t have hybrids of 
classes.” 

One likely scenario, according 
to Sherdan, is that a member tak-
ing a six-class course might choose 
to participate in the first two class-
es online from their winter retreat 
in Phoenix before returning to Bos-
ton with the intention of attending 
the last four in the classroom. But 
when they get sick and can’t attend 
one of the scheduled classes, they 
would have the option of going 
online and making it up that way 
instead.

With 2020, which has also 
marked the 20th anniversary of 
BLS, drawing to a close, Sherdan 
believes the nonprofit’s foray into 
virtual learning been an unmitigat-
ed success so far.

“It’s been a great learning expe-
rience,” Sherdan said, “and it’s 
been a lot of fun.”

Visit beaconhillseminars.org for 
more information.

ADverTISe IN THe beACoN HILL TImeS PLeASe CALL 781-485-0588

*All participants will receive $25 after completion of their 
visit. To complete the visit, participants must create an 
account, give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and have their 
measurements taken (height, weight, blood pressure, etc.), 
and give blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services.

Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?
You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300 
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organization like the Indigenous 
Environmental Network which 
provides desperately needed food 
and emergency COVID-19 relief 
funds to Native Americans.

With challenge comes opportu-
nity.  We have the chance to stem 
COVID-19’s spread, and we have 
the chance to spread compassion.  
Compassion nurtures healing and 
hope.  Its intangible energy creates 
real results. 

 When the twelve weeks of my 
clinical trial ended, I was frail and 
exhausted, but signs of cancer had 
decreased dramatically, and five 
months later, the disease was gone.  
It took two years and four months 
for my immune system to rebuild 

and I was able to resume normal 
life.  With the welcome news that 
a vaccine will likely be available 
within the next few months, I feel 
optimistic that our collective time-
line will be much shorter.

 I believe in medical science and 
I believe in the power of holding 
a vision of good health.  Now, as 
then, I think of my favorite equa-
tion ever:  Hope = Belief + Expec-
tation.  I believe, and I fully expect, 
we can and we will stop COVID-
19. 

 Imagine a world free of 
COVID-19 as if it already exists, 
and hold this vision with me.  
Imagine a world in which we care 
for ourselves and each other as one 

family.
 Now expand the vision to 

embrace the planet.  If we active-
ly protect and preserve biodiver-
sity—earth’s wondrously varied 
habitats and the countless species 
who thrive in them—we take a 
giant step to keeping hundreds of 
thousands of viruses in the plant 
and animal kingdoms where they 
belong, and where they won’t leap 
to us.

 Now we know.  Good health is 
global health.

Karen Lee Sobol lives in Boston  
MA   and is Artist and Author of 
Twelve Weeks:  An Artist’s Story 
of Cancer, Healing, and Hope.

op-ed (from pg. 2)

building on its initial success, beacon Hill Seminars to expand virtual-learning
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nage, which was installed earlier 
this year, with the Architectural 
Commission’s approval to elimi-
nate public access to Acorn Street, 
Young said, had subsequently 
been “cheerfully disregarded and 
considered another quaint feature 
of Acorn Street.”

Young also maintained that 
“gates across private ways are 
extremely numerous in the neigh-
borhood, some more distinguished 
than others,” and that installing 
a gate on Acorn Street would be 
an “architecturally appropriate 
means of keeping [it] from being 
loved to death.”

Rob Whitney, chair of the Bea-
con Hill Civic Association board 
of directors, said installing the 
gate on a private way would set a 
“terrible” precedent for the neigh-
borhood, and that the applicant 
was “premature” in coming to the 
Architectural Commission before 
bringing the matter first to the 
Public Improvement Commission.

“And this is just the first round. 
My guess is they fully intend to 
come back to the next meeting 

with the gate proposal,” Whiney 
said.

In a letter dated Nov. 18 that 
was obtained by this publication, 
Chris Osgood, chair of the Pub-
lic Improvement Commission, 
wrote in part to the Architectur-
al Commission: “Acorn Street is 
listed in the City’s Street Book as 
a private way. Due to this listing, 
emergency response personnel 
reasonably expect it to be open 
and immediately accessible at all 
times for emergency vehicle access. 
Should the owners of any private 
way wish to close their street, the 
street must be formally Aban-
doned through the City’s Public 
Improvement Commission (PIC). 
This involves, among other things, 
a title opinion showing the owner-
ship of the private way, unanimous 
consent by all property owners to 
abandon the private way, a review 
of any existing utility infrastruc-
ture located on or under the street, 
prior approval by a number of 
City agencies, and public hearings 
before the PIC, which, in this case, 
would inevitably include broad 

comments from the public given 
the historic nature of this street.”

Commissioner Miguel Rosales 
recommended that the applicant 
return to the Architectural Com-
mission following the PIC process 
“because we don’t know if [it] is 
going to be successful or not,” and 
if the application does in fact move 
forward with the application, he 
advised them to keep the design of 
the gate simple.

In another matter related to a 
violation issued to the homeown-
er of 4 Otis Place for unapproved 
exterior work, the commission 
voted to ratify a new railing 
installed at the street level, pend-
ing the submission of drawings to 
staff; new fire apparatus, pending 
a letter of approval from the Bos-
ton Fire Department; and an exist-
ing sprinkler system. But the com-
mission also voted to deny the four 
windows that were installed in the 
penthouse without approval, and 
to instead only allow two of them, 
as was the original condition. 

In addition, the applicant has 
installed inappropriate windows, 
a camera, an electrical outlet and 
several vents in the brick building 
façade, which must be rectified 
to comply with the commission’s 
guidelines in order for the existing 
violation to be lifted.  Other items 
that would need to be corrected, 
and which were voted on in the 
hearing last month, include mod-
ifying the front granite steps to 
remove an inconsistent flamed-fin-
ished and reducing the height of 
the penthouse by at least 2 feet.  
The extensive number of outstand-
ing violations must be rectified 
prior to issuing a legal certificate of 
occupancy by the city’s Inspection-
al Services Department, according 
to the commission.

Another violation citation was 
issued to the homeowner of 30 
Chestnut Street (who also owns 
4 Otis Place) for the unapproved 
removal of historic windows on 
the front and rear facades; the 
commission voted to ratify the 
work with the provisos that all 
replacement windows have a 
weight system and use historic 
glass, and that they be fabricat-
ed in wood to include true divid-
ed-lights. The homeowner would 
additionally be required to prepare 

shop drawings of all removed win-
dows and submit them to staff for 
approval.

The commission also approved 
another application for the same 
address (30 Chestnut St.) to 
rebuild an existing chimney using 
hollow-core bricks, with provi-
sos that staff approve the brick 
material and color, and that only 
matching ceramic chimney-caps 
are installed.

In another matter, the commis-
sion approved as submitted an 
application to install a new blade 
sign made of wood and using the 
existing hardware outside ouimil-
lie, a store located at 126 Charles 
St. that specializes in European 
fashion, jewelry and decor.

The commission also approved 
an application to replace the front 
door and hardware, which includ-
ed a 2¼-inch brass doorknob, as 
well as brass hinges and a brass 
mail-slot, at 24 Garden St. with 
the provisos that the new door be 
solid, without transom-windows 
and painted black.

Additionally, the commission 
approved as submitted an appli-
cation for 55 West Cedar St. to 
replace 18 thermo-pane windows 
on the front façade, to paint the 
basement-level window grates and 
to repaint the front and rear doors 
and trim in kind, with the proviso 
that window cut-sheets and specs 
be submitted to staff for approval, 
and that items to be painted match 
the existing colors in-kind.

An application to replace 20 
pairs of window shutters on two 
adjoining buildings at 45-47 
Mount Vernon St. was also 
approved as submitted, with a 
change in color from the existing 
dark-green to black.

Likewise, the commission 
approved an application to replace 
two basement-level windows in 
kind at 104 Mount Vernon St., 
with provisos that the applicant 
provide a letter stating that the 
windows are beyond repair from 
an expert in the field, and that the 
applicant submit cut-sheets and 
shop drawings of the new win-
dows to staff for approval.

The commission also approved 
an application for 74 Beacon St. to 
repair a leak in the rooftop pool, 
and to remove and replace the 

roof-deck and railing in-kind, with 
a proviso that if there is an issue 
with the prior approval of the rail-
ing, which is visible from a public 
way, as well as from the Boston 
Common and the Public Garden, 
it would come back to the com-
mission for further review.

An application for 10 Walnut 
St. to replace a section of the front 
sidewalk made of blue bluestone 
slab with a section of wire-cut 
brick (a material which has been 
approved by the city for usage), 
and to add granite curbing was 
approved, with the proviso that 
the bluestone slabs be replaced in 
kind. (Use of wire-cut bricks was 
deemed unacceptable, since the 
bluestone is several decades old, 
and therefore, the commission 
insisted that the original material 
be preserved.) 

The commission voted to 
approve an application for 20 
West Cedar Street to replace win-
dows and front-door hardware in 
kind, and to repaint the front-door 
dark blue, with the provisos that 
the proposed white door-surround 
be change to a historically appro-
priate white-color, and that a new 
ring camera be enclosed in a brass 
box to conceal it.  The applicant 
will also be allowed to replace a 
pendant light fixture and house 
number, but not to install privacy 
glass in the existing door’s clear 
glass “side-lites,” which should 
remain as is.  

The commission also voted to 
deny an application for 22 Irving 
St. to replace four two-over-two 
wood windows with four two-
over-two aluminum-clad win-
dows, since those types of win-
dows don’t comply with the estab-
lished district guidelines.

Moreover, an application to 
install a bronze memorial plaque 
on the front façade at 63 Mount 
Vernon St. was removed from the 
agenda at the applicant’s request, 
while an application to repaint 
the front door in-kind, to replace 
the door hardware and to replace 
a light fixture in-kind at 3 Sen-
try Hill Place was also removed 
because it was determined to be 
not visible from a public way and 
therefore exempt.

THINK OF IT AS AN 
OWNER’S MANUAL
 FOR YOUR MONEY.

The free Consumer Action
Handbook. It’s in print and
online at ConsumerAction.gov.
Order your free copy online
at ConsumerAction.gov or 
write to Handbook, Pueblo, 
CO 81009. 

ACorn St (from pg. 1)

Whether they are looking for dining, a plumber or 
groceries, home decor, a perfect gift, or a dog-walker 

our readers look to our advertisers.  These days, 
shopping and service convenience means delivery 
or contact-free pick ups and everyone using new 

safety protocols. Join this new directory at a great 
introductory price to get your name out to them.

A NEW directory for local business

Deb DiGregorio -781-485-0588 x 101
 deb@thebostonsun.com

Sioux Gerow - 617-833-8292
 charlestownads@hotmail.com

Ads also appear online in pdf version of the weekly papers.

What you need!
Shopping and services guide

Contact your rep. today

BHCA (from pg. 1)

Join us!
If you haven’t yet become a 

member of the BHCA, we invite 
you to join. Your input in quality 
of life issues on the Hill is import-
ant to us, and we rely on you our 
neighbors to bring your com-
ments and concerns to our atten-
tion. By joining our membership, 

you strengthen our numbers and 
add credibility to our purpose as 
advocates for Beacon Hill. Please 
call our office at 617-227-1922 or 
email the BHCA Executive Direc-
tor at patricia.tully@bhcivic.org 
with any questions, comments or 
concerns, or to become a member. 



PA G E  5N o v E m b E r  2 5 ,  2 0 2 0 T H E  B E A C O N  H I L L  T I M E S

experience for him.
“It was like going from playing 

poker with your friends to play-
ing in a [televised] tournament 
with everyone in the world watch-
ing you,” said Walker, a Boston 
native, who started his career with 
Savenor’s as the lead butcher at its 
Cambridge location on Sept. 4, 
2015, before rising the company’s 
ranks.

Every episode of “Chopped” 
pits four trained chefs against 
each other as they create an appe-
tizer, an entrée and dessert using 
often-unusual pre-selected ingre-
dients, which are unbeknownst to 
them beforehand, as is the overar-
ching general theme that must be 
incorporated into each dish. While 
subsequent episodes this season 
focused respectively on burgers; 
bacon mac-and-cheese; and pizza, 
Walker and the three other con-
testants appearing on the Nov. 10 
season premiere, who included, 
besides Walker, another butcher 
from Maine, as well as two restau-
rant general managers from Mas-
sachusetts and New York, were 
tasked with creating a menu of 
bacon-infused dishes. 

First, Walker and his rival con-
testants were charged with creating 
an appetizer within a 20-minute 
timeframe using a “mystery box” 
of ingredients comprising yuzu 
kosho, a South Korean condiment; 
uncured bacon; a beer mug filled 
with cheese sauce; and romanesco, 
which Walker described as “like 
cauliflower, but green with pointy 
tips.”

Walker and his fellow contes-
tants were then allotted a half-
hour to make an entrée using pork 
belly; corn; something, he said, 
that resembled “a Jell-o shot with 
bacon”; and canned biscuit, before 

dessert, for which they were given 
20 minutes to create that dish from 
chocolate chips, mac-and-cheese 
candy canes, wild blueberries and 
Banana Foster, which is made of 
bananas and vanilla ice cream, 
topped with a buttery sauce.

On each episode, the four con-
testants were whittled down to 
one finalist via the process of elim-
ination, with the winners of each 
of this season’s three respective 
episodes (including Walker, who 
clinched his spot on Nov. 10) going 
on to compete against each other 
in the season finals, which take 
place on Dec. 8 in Hidden Pond, 
Maine, just outside Kennebunk-
port (and where every episode of 
this season has been filmed).

Of his rival contestants, Walk-
er said,  “There were all such nice 
people that I wanted to be friends 
with them, but I had to remind 

myself that they were the compe-
tition.”

As for how he ended up on 
“Chopped,” he said a former 
apprentice who once worked 
under him at Savenor’s had previ-
ously appeared on the show and 
recommended him to the show’s 
producers, who then reached out 
to him via Instagram.

But despite his newfound celeb-
rity, Walker has remained hum-
ble – in fact, he’s often initially 
bemused when Savenor’s patrons 
stop and congratulate him for 
his outstanding performance on 
“Chopped.”

“I keep I forgetting I was on the 
TV show because I’m so focused 
on the holidays,” he said. “We 
start planning for Thanksgiving 
and Christmas in June, so in my 
mind, it’s all just turkey, turkey, 
turkey – rib-eye, rib-eye, rib-eye.”

While Walker knows he’ll be 
facing some stiff competition on 
Dec. 8, he’s also confident that the 
experience he has gained working 
at Savenor’s will again help him 
rise to the occasion.

“Working at Savenor’s with 

good, quality products puts me at 
an advantage because I know what 
I have to do to make sure it tastes 
right,” Walker said, “and the tal-
ented people I work with and who 
love food have inspired me on the 
show, too.”

While this year the holidays will look different than what we are used to and our 
gatherings will be smaller than usual, we are all still in this together. This has been a 
year that gives us a new perspective on gratitude, and I am more grateful than ever for 
this City’s ability to come together even while keeping our 
distance in the battle against COVID-19. Today, let’s all 
take time to honor the frontline workers who have fought 
to keep our City safe and moving forward through this 
pandemic. Let’s show them thanks by wearing our masks, 
practicing social distancing, washing our hands, and 
getting tested. I know that if we stay vigilant this holiday 
season, we’ll be able to fit all of our loved ones around the 
table at this time next year. I wish everyone a safe and 
healthy Thanksgiving, and I am thankful for our everyone 
who has kept Bostonians safe during this pandemic. 
Together, we will get through this stronger and more 
grateful than ever before.

I WANT TO WISH ALL
BOSTONIANS A HEALTHY 
AND SAFE THANKSGIVING.

B O S TO N ,  MAS S A C H U S E T T S

The Beacon Hill 
Times office  
will be closed 

Thanksgiving Day, 
Nov. 26th and 

Friday, Nov. 27th

Chopped (from pg. 1)



PA G E  6 N o v E m b E r  2 5 ,  2 0 2 0T H E  B E A C O N  H I L L  T I M E S

BEACON HILL
NURSERY SCHOOL

• Ages 2 - 6
• Play-based

learning
• Two onsite 

playscapes
• Registration 

required

Virtual
Coffee

Dec 4th & Jan 11th

9:30-10:30am

74 Joy Street, Boston, MA 02114
617.227.0822  •  www.bhns.net
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BHNS Open House AD Dec4-Jan11 4x5.pdf   1   11/16/2020   9:58:22 AM

By John Lynds 

After experiencing a 44 per-
cent increase two weeks ago, the 
positive test rate in Beacon Hill 
and surrounding neighborhoods 
increased by 25 percent according 
to the latest data released by the 
Boston Public Health Commission 
(BPHC) on Friday. 

Last week the BPHC reported 
that 29,862 Beacon Hill, North 
End, West End, Back Bay and 
Downtown residents were tested 
for COVID-19 and the data shows 
that 6.9 percent of those tested 
were COVID positive. This was a 
25 percent increase from the 5.5 
percent testing positive as report-
ed two weeks ago. The citywide 
positive test rate average was 10.2 
percent--a 6.25 percent percent 
increase from the 9.6 percent that 
tested positive two weeks ago. 

Overall since the pandemic 
began 3.3 percent of Beacon Hill, 
North End, West End, Back Bay 
and Downtown residents were 
found to be COVID positive. 

At an emergency ZOOM meet-
ing with healthcare providers and 
the BPHC thanked hte city’s part-
ners for their continued partner-
ship, especially in these difficult 
times. 

“I know they’re working long 
hours and making personal sac-
rifices, and I can’t thank them 
enough for all of their dedicated 
service and what they’ve done,” 
said Walsh. “In Massachusetts 
as of yesterday (last Wednes-

day), there were 189,518 cases 
of COVID-19 since the beginning 
of the pandemic and 2,744 cases 
were recorded Wednesday. That’s 
a pretty significant number for one 
day. We haven’t really seen num-
bers like that since back in April 
and May.  So as you know, this is 
a very serious, serious virus in Bos-
ton. We’re seeing increases here 
in COVID and we are entering 
another critical point in this pan-
demic. We’re seeing significant and 
concerning increases of COVID-
19. In our city, the daily cases are 
starting to look like the numbers 
that are around the peak in April 
and May. Hospital admissions are 
not at that level, however, they’ve 
increased over time. And we need 
to stay focused on turning this 
trend around.”

Walsh said one strategy to com-
bat the rising numbers is testing. 

“We’re encouraging everyone to 
get tested, and to make testing part 
of your regular routine,” he said. 
“We have 30 other testing sites 
across the city. We’re not maxi-
mizing our testing capacity. So we 
really need to make sure that we 
do everything we can to get people 
tested. We need to make sure we 
get an accurate number with the 
virus on what the tests really are 
in the city.”

Walsh said that if these num-
bers continue to go up the city will 
unfortunately have to pose more 
restriction. 

“And I think that’s the last 
thing we want to do for our busi-

nesses and our communities,” 
said Walsh. “But unfortunately, 
if we have to, we will always put 
public health first in our commu-
nities, and we also understand the 
impacts on our business and our 
economy. So we need to do what-
ever we can to bring down the 
spread.”

The infection rate in Beacon 
Hill and surrounding neighbor-
hoods increased 10.25 percent in 
one week according to the latest 
city statistics. 

The BPHC data released last 
Friday showed Beacon Hill, North 
End, West End, Back Bay and 
Downtown had an infection rate 
of 182.8 cases per 10,000 resi-
dents, up from 165.8 cases per 
10,000 residents. 

Ninety-six additional residents 
became infected with the virus 
last week and the total number of 
cases in the area increased from 
923 cases to 1,019 cases as of last 
Friday. 

The statistics released by 
the BPHC as part of its weekly 
COVID19 report breaks down 
the number of cases and infection 
rates in each neighborhood. It also 
breaks down the number of cases 
by age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases of 
coronavirus increased 2.9 percent 
last week and went from 24,393 
cases to 25,105 confirmed cases. 
Ten more Boston residents died 
from the virus and there are now 
899 total deaths in the city from 
COVID. 

CovID update for beacon Hill and surrounding area

From Boston Police Area A-1
COMMUNITY SERVICE OFFICE: 617-343-4627

DRUG UNIT: 617-343-4879 • EMERGENCIES: 911

BEACON HILL BEAT

Larceny - Shoplifting
11/17/20  - A male suspect was 

arrested for the larceny of cosmet-

ic at around 2 p.m. from a Cam-
bridge Street pharmacy. 

On Friday the BPHC released its weekly COVID-19 stats by neighbor-
hood that tracks infection rates and COVID testing results in Boston 
neighborhoods. 

A short story about
growing up with an

unfair advantage. 

Polio. 

As one of the last American children to
contract polio, Jeffrey Galpin grew up in a
world of iron lungs and body casts, alone
with his imagination. His story would be
dramatic enough if it was just about his
battle with this dreaded disease.

But Jeffrey Galpin did more than survive
polio. He went on to a list of achievements
in medical research—including being the
principal investigator in applying the first
gene therapy for HIV/AIDS. 

Dr. Galpin actually credits his own
incurable condition for giving him the focus
that made him so passionate in his research.
His story leaves us with two of the most
contagious messages we know. Don’t give
up, and remember to give back. If 
Dr. Galpin’s story inspires just one more
person to make a difference, then its telling
here has been well worth while.

aaos.org/75years

Celebrating
Human Healing

orthoinfo.org
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Xfi nity Internet 

99/mo.$39 for 12 
months

Paperless billing and 
autopay required

Equip., taxes, and other charges extra 
and subj. to change. See details below.

when you add Xfi nity Mobile 
with new line activation and transfer of phone number 

within 90 days of Internet purchase

Ask how to add 

and save even more

Xfi nity Mobile 

During the X� nity Black Friday Sales Event, you can get $200 back when you get X� nity Internet 
and add X� nity Mobile. That’s huge savings on fast, reliable Internet and Mobile with nationwide 5G 
included on the most reliable network. And that means more of the family-calling, video-gaming, 
binge-watching, viral-videoing awesome you love. Now that’s how you do Black Friday right.  

The X� nity Black Friday Sales Event ends December 7.
Go to x� nity.com, call 1-800-XFINITY, or visit an X� nity Store today!

This Black Friday, 
Internet & Mobile 
meet awesome savings.

Internet offer requires enrollment in both automatic payments and paperless billing. Must enroll within 30 days of placing order for advertised offer. Without enrollment, service charge automatically increases by $10/mo. 
12-month automatic payment and paperless billing discount appears on bill within 30 days of enrolling. If either automatic payments or paperless billing are canceled during the 12-month period, or if service is downgraded to 
Limited Basic only, the $10/mo. discount will be discontinued. Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. Limited to new residential Performance Pro 200 Mbps Internet customers only. Equipment, installation, taxes and fees, 
and subject to change during and after promo. After promo, regular rates apply. Comcast’s service charge for Performance Pro Internet is $92.95/mo. (subj. to change). Service limited to a single outlet. May not be combined 
with other offers. Internet: Actual speeds vary and are not guaranteed. For factors affecting speed, visit www.xfinity.com/networkmanagement. Mobile: Xfinity Mobile requires residential post-pay Xfinity Internet. Line 
limitations may vary. For Xfinity Mobile Broadband Disclosures, visit www.xfinity.com/mobile/policies/broadband-disclosures. Xfinity Mobile utilizes the highest ranked network from RootMetrics® 1H 2020 US report. WiFi 
networks not tested. Results may vary. Award is not endorsement. Individual programs and marks are property of their respective owners. Prepaid card offer: Must remain an Xfinity Mobile customer and maintain the Xfinity 
Internet service required for the offer for 90 days with account in good standing. Prepaid Card mailed to Comcast account holder within 18 weeks of activation of all required services and expires in 180 days. The Xfinity Mobile 
logo and “o” marks are trademark of Comcast. Call for restrictions and complete details. © 2020 Comcast. All rights reserved. NPA233814-0001  GBR-COMP-BF-Q4-V1

139009_NPA233814-0001 Black Friday NED Perf Pro 10.25x13 V1.indd   1139009_NPA233814-0001 Black Friday NED Perf Pro 10.25x13 V1.indd   1 11/10/20   6:41 PM11/10/20   6:41 PM
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By Dan Murphy

As it looks ahead to issuing 
a Request for Proposal for the 
proposed redevelopment of the 
Charles F. Hurley Building, the 
state is promoting the adaptive 
reuse of the nearly 50-year-old 
Brutalist building in an innovative 
approach that could potentially 
pave the way for future projects of 
its kind nationwide.

“We’re looking to lead the 
nation in updating and adapt-
ing buildings of this style [while 

preserving] historical aspects,” 
Tamara Roy, a principal with the 
Boston architectural and engineer-
ing firm, Santec, during a Nov. 19 
virtual meeting sponsored by the 
state’s Division of Capital Asset 
Management and Maintenance. 
“Through adaptive reuse, we can 
preserve and bring out and com-
plement the best aspect’s of the old 
building while interweaving new, 
current aspects [into the project] 
by reusing the massing entirely and 
renovating all street facades, or by 
renovating the wing closest to the 

Lindemann Building.”
Bound on three sides by Stani-

ford, Cambridge and New Char-
don streets, the Hurley building 
occupies about 327,000 gross 
square-feet, said Abi Vladeck, 
a senior project manager with 
DCAMM, and has an additional 
241,000 square footage of unused 
space on the 3½-acre site. The 
building, which opened in 1971, is 
currently home to the Department 
of Unemployment Assistance, 
MassHire and several other state 
labor and workforce departments, 
providing office space for around 
680 state employees.

Through the RFP process, the 
state intends to select and enter 
into a ground lease with a desig-
nated private partner to redevelop 
the site next year. Permitting and 
financing is expected to wrap up 
in 2023, with completion of the 

redevelopment project coming 
in 2025, at which time, the state 
would enter into a long-term lease 
with the developer to lease office 
space back there from them.

In redeveloping the site, one 
approach would be to “develop 
an innovative and complementary 
composition of massing at various 
scales,” Roy said, or the developer 
could choose instead to create “a 
signature new renovation or addi-
tion that complements the Hurley/
Courthouse/Lindeman block.”

The state is also consider-
ing three principles for sustain-
able design in the redevelopment 
project, Roy said, which include 
meeting the baseline sustainable 
and resilient deign requirements; 
addressing the thermal perfor-
mance of the existing building 
and looking for creative changes 
to the exterior to make it more 

efficient; and surpassing the mini-
mum requirements regarding sus-
tainability to make it a “learning 
lab for city”

Among the urban design objec-
tives for the project, Roy said, 
are creating “high-quality” land-
scaped green-spaces at the corners 
of public plazas, as well as safe, 
pedestrian-friendly sidewalks; acti-
vating the building’s ground level; 
and reducing its “superblock” 
effect, which was originally meant 
to secure the site from automo-
biles.

Moreover, the project won’t 
“introduce any more cars or park-
ing on the site,” Roy said, but it 
would instead create more space 
for bicyclist and pedestrians in 
response to feedback received so 
far.

Want Neighborhood News
delivered right to your hands?

Subscribe to The Beacon Hill Time’s 
Newsletter and never miss a thing! 

Visit thebeaconhilltimes.com or scan the QR Code

Want Neighborhood News
delivered right to your hands?

Subscribe to The Beacon Hill Time’s 
Newsletter and never miss a thing! 

Visit thebeaconhilltimes.com or scan the QR Code Please visit www.beaconhilltimes.com

“We are delighted the Beacon 
Hill Holiday Stroll will continue 
on Dec. 5,” said Laura Cousin-
eau, owner of Upstairs Downstairs 
Antiques at 93 Charles St.

“Our goal as one of the histor-
ic founders of the stroll, [Upstairs 
Downstairs’ original owners 
Rebecca Connally Hackler and 
Lauren Decatur, who helped 
establish the annual event in the 
early ‘90s], is to help salvage the 
season, to help end the year on a 
good note, and release the spirit of 
Christmas that resides in us all by 
welcoming and hosting our friends 
and customers to our store for a 

unique evening of celebration. In 
addition, a portion of the proceeds 
of the evening will be donated to 
the Massachusetts General Hospi-
tal Emergency Response Fund that 
supports COVID-19 efforts.” 

All Beacon Hill residents, in this 
most difficult year, are cheering 
the news that on Saturday, Dec. 5, 
the revered Beacon Hill Holiday 
Stroll will once again grace the 
community from noon to 6 p.m.  
Yes, it will be different in the age 
of masks, social-distancing and 
personal responsibility, but even 
in a different form, this cherished 
tradition is also important.

 Upstairs Downstairs, in addi-
tion to supporting the Massachu-
setts General Hospital Emergency 
Response Fund, will be offering 
a special gift with purchase, a 
whole host of Christmas gifts and 
decorations, including exquisite 
hand-painted ornaments featuring 
iconic Charles Street locations.  In 
addition, the store will be show-
casing, on loan, a giant wooden 
advent calendar of Faneuil Hall 
containing special treats and sur-
prises behind each door for the 
curious.

Yes, there will be five full, festive 
rooms of old and new furnishings, 

as well as all forms of home décor 
and table settings for one or more 
and numerous ideas for Christmas 
or hostess gifts including China, 
stemware, silverplate and sterling 
silver, along with tables, chairs, 
dressers and footstools to rest your 
tired holiday feet. The furniture 
styles span three centuries, includ-
ing Federal, Americana, Asian, 
country cottage and Art Deco, and 
Upstairs Downstairs has paintings 
by local artists, Robert Douglas 
Hunter, Cate Hunter Kashem, 
Andrea Guay, John Young, Marcia 
Corey, Niki Ferrell, Elanore Score, 
Theo Francis and Sitka.

 “All This and more await 
friends and customers on Dec. 5 
and beyond throughout the Christ-
mas season.” Perhaps in some 
small way, together we can sup-
port our community with funds 
to combat covid-19 and fulfill the 
real meaning of the season by help-
ing those who need us most,” said 
Cousineau.

 For more information on the 
Massachusetts General Hospital 
Emergency Response Fund, visit 
https://because.massgeneral.org/
campaign/mass-general-emergen-
cy-response-fund/c276647.

Upstairs Downstairs Antiques celebrate founding of Holiday Stroll

Hurley building redevelopment could lead the way nationwide for adaptive reuse
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The bottom of the sign in the last clue features the mortar and pestle for 
Gary Drug Co. at 55 Charles Street. When we are thankful for and try 
to support longtime neighborhood businesses, we must certainly include 
this pharmacy that has served the community since 1939. 

Do you have a favorite building or detail you would like featured? Send 
an email to Penny@BostonZest.com with your suggestion.

Real Estate Transfers

THIS WEEK'S CLUE

Attention to Detail
By Penny CheruBino

THIS WEEK'S ANSWEr
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE

BACK BAY 

Spirou, Costas       GMB Prop Management LLC 141 Arlington St #C          $930,000
Oneil, John D    Divaio, Giovanni      9 Gloucester St #3            $1,237,500
Greene, Mark J Ford, Dennis F          402 Marlborough St #4        $1,250,000

BEACON HILL
Holahan, Richard J John Littman-Quinn LT   21 Beacon St #6K             $369,000
Immobilliare Santa Per Az Parade RT              32 Hancock St #5B           $865,000
Ioven, Mary C Daly Pension RT       2 Hawthorne Pl #10B       $406,000
Aske, Sara I            T Ann Smith T       425 Newbury St #N88          $126,000 
Mckenna, Karen A Gouchie, Donald S     15 River St #603              $697,350 
DeRiva, Daniel A 51 Rutland Square 1 51 Rutland Sq #1             $2,392,575
Oconnell, Barbara C      Chen, Mae              25 Temple St #3               $550,000
Stansky, Michael      JDMD Owner LLC 45 Temple St #611        $4,800,000
Deforest, Lilias S 20 Jway LLC 6 Whittier Pl #12O              $585,000
    
BAY VILLAGE/SOUTH END/KENMORE
Xue, Shidong           Gilmartin, Caleb J      5 Appleton St #3D              $888,000
Scape Boylston LLC Roofdeck LLC 1270-A Boylston St           $5,455,000 
Carey, Katrina L Yang, Catherine S 4 Charlesgate E #702         $790,000
Schanne, Elizabeth C Wheeler, Brian H 496 Columbus Ave #4        $829,000
Diskin, Adam            Do, Minh             22 Medfield St #1            $1,305,000
Herman, David J Shippey, Barbara A    221 W Springfield St #1        $1,700,000
Rossi, Alexandra Chernak, Travis       1313 Washington St #503     $1,145,000
HG RT                  Cinar, Janet 333 Washington St #338      $80,000
Golub, Rayna Yethon, Jeremy         141 Worcester St #2         $813,500
Lichi, Daniel            21 Worcester St Assoc 21 Worcester St #3             $1,700,000
Gaston, Jeffrey         Go, Julian          43 Worcester St #1             $1,350,000
Policastro, Erin M        Mckenna, Karen A 90 Worcester St #3           $750,00

Zoom (from pg. 1)

ask for?  (Answer: a lot, but that’s 
for another story)

Most importantly, Zoom can 
help prevent folks from becoming 
lonely and socially isolated, espe-
cially as they enter the holiday 
season. And that’s important. “For 
many people, and older adults 
are no exception, the holidays 
are about connecting with other 
people, especially those we love. 
It is about sharing food and con-
versation,” said Dr. Christine Seel 
Ritchie, a professor of medicine 
and director of a newly established 
Center for Aging and Serious Ill-
ness at Massachusetts General 
Hospital who serves on the Beacon 
Hill Village Council.

“For many older adults, it is 
about seeing children, grandchil-

dren, grand-nieces and nephews. It 
is something to look forward to all 
year long,” she said. “The specter 
of being robbed of those times of 
connection is both anxiety-produc-
ing and disappointing. The possi-
bility of being alone, of not sharing 
meals and laughter, can be a source 
of stress, grief and loss.”

To help ward off these feelings, 
many Beacon Hill and neighboring 
organizations will sponsor virtual 
holiday events for their members. 
Several are boasting that their pas-
try chef will demonstrate how to 
make a perfect flaky pie crust even 
for those who have long since 
given up trying. The Vincent Club 
will raise funds for women’s health 
care at a wreath decorating eve-
ning.  Beacon Hill Village members 

have been invited to the Virtual 
Thanksgiving Day Coffee & Des-
sert, complete with the sharing of 
family recipes and stories.

Next Thursday, as hungry folks 
everywhere sit down to enjoy the 
smallest turkey Mom could find 
and Dad could carve, half the usual 
amount of garlic mashed potatoes 
with chives from the windowsill 
thanks to these sunny days, and an 
updated fresh green bean casserole 
without mushroom soup because 
the family traditionalists won’t 
be there, they will give thanks for 
their good health, wellness and 
bountiful Thanksgiving food.

And then they will thank Zoom, 
who brought them all together to 
make this year’s observance even 
possible. 
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Geek For Hire

617-241-9664
617-515-2933

C  o  m  p  u  t  e  r    c  o  n  s  u  l  t  a  n  t    a  v  a  i  l  a  b  l  e    f  o  r    home or business. 

•  PC support & networking of all types with  
focus on secure Internet access (wired & wireless), 

•  broadband router & firewall technology, 
• virus detection/prevention,  
• spam control & data security/recovery.

ServiceS include:

LEGAL NOTICES

ADVERTISE IN 

THE TIMES.  

CALL 

781-485-0588

SERVICE DIRECTORY

JOHN J. RECCA 
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454 617-723-3296

M9304

Neighborhood rouNdup

The
NOW  LEASING!

THINK OF IT AS 
AN OWNER’S MANUAL

FOR YOUR MONEY.

A public service message from the U.S. General Services Administration.

The free Consumer Action Handbook. In print and online at ConsumerAction.gov, it’s 
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City officials and several res-

idents have applauded the 

efforts of the Department of 

Public Works and its sub-

contractors for their efforts  

to remove snow during last 

Thursday’s snow storm. The 

Mayor’s Office indicated they 

have received many positive 

comments, and councilors 

such as Michael McLaughlin said he wanted to praise the work of the City crews in the difficult 

storm.
Here, a plow moves through Nichols Street on Thursday, with crews working for hours to keep 

ahead of the storm, which dumped about 13.5 inches on Everett. Meanwhile, residents like 

Jimmy Aversa joined his family in clearing the sidewalks as the storm was in full force.

PHOTO BY KATY ROGERS

School Committee member 

Bernie D'Onofrio (photo right) 

– the newly elected chair of the 

Committee - was announced 

and accompanied by his 

daughter Michela Tejeda at 

the Inaugural Ball last Tuesday 

night, Jan. 2, in honor of the 

City’s 125th anniversary. Short-

ly after, Mayor Carlo DeMaria and his wife, Stacy, were introduced as they entered the Ball. The soiree was held immediately after 

the official Inauguration ceremonies at Everett High School, and the Ball was coordinated by City Clerk Sergio Cornelio’s office.  

See Page 5 for more photos.

By Joseph Domelowicz Jr.

Longtime Everett public 

servant Millie Cardello has 

returned to public service and 

the Everett School Commit-

tee following Monday night’s 

super-intense vote of the 

Joint Convention of the Ev-

erett City Council and Everett 

School Committee.

Cardello won by a vote of 

10-9 of Amanda (Burley) Pat-

terson, with the outcome of 

the vote coming down to the 

wire as candidates and their 

surrogates lobbied hard for 

votes through last weekend.

There were actually two 

School Committee appoint-

ments to be made on Monday, 

with the Cardello/Patterson 

vote being the more contro-

versial of the two.

City Clerk Sergio Corne-

lio began the proceedings for 

Cardello and Patterson by 

opening nominations to fill 

the vacancy created by the 

December death of School 

Committee member Richard 

Baniewicz.
As reported in the Indepen-

dent last week, in the weeks 

since Baniewicz’s death, two 

viable candidates to fill the 

vacancy emerged in former 

School Committee, Common 

Councilor and Alderman Car-

dello and former EHS stu-

dent-athlete Patterson, who 

is also the daughter of City 

Council Clerk John Burley.

Patterson was nominated 

by City Councilor Michael 

McLaughlin, who gradat-

ed EHS with Patterson, and 

Councilor Anthony DiPierro 

seconded the motion.

School Committeeman 

Thomas Abruzzese nominated 

Cardello, with the nomination 

seconded by Councilor Ste-

phen Simonelli.

The roll call vote resulted in 

a 10-9 vote for Cardello, with 

Councilors Richard Dell Iso-

la, Rosa DiFlorio, Leo McK-

innon, and Simonelli voting 

with School Committee mem-

bers Abruzzese, Marcony 

Almeida, Bernardino D’Onof-

rio, Joseph LaMonica, Lester 

MacLaughlin and Frank Park-

er voting for Cardello.

Councilors Fred Capone, 

DiPierro, John Hanlon, Mi-

chael Marchese, Wayne 

Matewsky, McLaughlin and 

Peter Napolitano voted with 
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PHOTO BY JARED CHARNEY

Jason Cardinale of Everett beats a Lynn defender to the puck 

at Connery Skating Rink in Lynn on Saturday, Jan. 6, during 

a league matchup against the combined Lynn Jets team. The 

Crimson Tide, however, lost 10-5 to a tough Lynn team. see Page 

7 for more photos.

By Seth Daniel

Everett Fire Chief Tony 

Carli said two firefighters 

showed great tenacity on 

Monday, Jan. 8, in saving two 

people from an upstairs unit 

at a two-alarm fire on Hillside 

Street.
Lt. Jay Lewis and Firefight-

er Joe DeSisto of the Ladder 

2 company are being giv-

en credit for the saves, one 

of which was on a man who 

was not able to move quick 

enough to escape. However, 

Chief Carli also added that in 

addition to the two firefighters 

singled out, then entire crew 

did a fantastic job of prevent-

ing loss of life.

“Right after we got a report 

of a fire and got on scene, there 

was a report that someone was 

in the second unit who could 

not ambulate on his own for 

medical reasons,” said the 

chief. They went in and made 

the grab. There was another 

Joint Committee elects Cardello 

to fill School Committee vacancy

By Seth Daniel

Whether it was a 25-cent 

sub, an animated conversation 

or the institution of his sub 

shop, long-time Angelina’s 

Sub Shop owner Ali S. Ali 

created a business that made 

him into an Everett legend.

That legend passed away 

peacefully on Friday, Jan. 5, 

surrounded by family in his 

home at the age of 91.

His passing marked yet 

another icon of old Everett 

lost to time, though his shop 

has been out of existence for 

about two years now – and he 

had been retired since 2012.

“He was an icon; he was re-

ally someone special,” said his 

son, Sam Ali, this week. “We 

take it for granted because we 

were around it all the time.”

Said his daughter, Amele 

Ambrosino, “He was just a 

great guy and he loved Everett 

and loved the customers who 

came into his Everett store. 

Often, he would actually sleep 

on the counter of the shop 

because he was so exhausted 

and had to open up early the 

next morning. He was so tired 

because he would never close, 

never wanted to miss some-

one who might come in for 

a sandwich. He instilled that 

work ethic into all six of his 

kids. When he was at Angeli-

na’s, he just loved Everett and 

loved the people in Everett.”

Angelina’s started in Lynn 

in 1954, and soon expanded 

to Broadway Everett. After 

opening in a small store in 

the 600th block of Broadway, 

Ali eventually settled at 696 

Broadway until he retired in 

2012. Family members tried 

to keep it running, but illness-

es prevented it from continu-

ing and they closed for good 

two years ago – though they 

still own the building.

The name Angelina’s, Han-

nan Ali said, came from when 

the business started with 

family member Isa Ali. Not 

wanting to call it Ali’s Subs, 

the two were searching for a 

name while taking deliver-

ies of their first products. As 

it happened, the first product 

they received was ‘Angelina’s 

Pure Italian Olive Oil.’ It hit a 

chord with the two, and that 

became the name that grew to 

legendary status in Everett.

Part of the legend was the 

fact that the sandwiches were 

chock full of ingredients, and 

that they were just 25 cents.

His favorites were the Reg-

ular American (Salami, Amer-

ican Cheese and Bologna), the 

Italian and the Steak Bomb 

with Salami – all of which 

were made with Piantedosi 

breads.
“He just had it; he knew 

what to do,” said Sam Ali. 

“He would pile on everything. 

He said it had to have lots and 

lots of ingredients. The Regu-

lar American was his first big 

one. It was simple, but that 

was the beauty of it – the reg-

ular. Then he expanded to the 

Italian and others. He used to 

EHS HOCKEY

Firefighters 

Lewis, DeSisto 

lauded for 

saving tenants 

on Hillside Street

The Regular American:  Sub shop icon Ali S. Ali passes at 91

INAUGURAL BALL

A picture of Ali S. Ali (in the red apron) in front of Angelina’s Sub 

Shop on Broadway with a group of devoted customers, includ-

ing Tom Rogers, the late Richard Baniewicz and others. The 

photo was taken with Ali around 1990 and hung on the wall of 

his shop for years.

See ALI Page 2

See FIRE Page 2

'BOMB CYCLONE' TESTS EVERETT RESIDENTS

TRASH 
NOTICE
Due to the Martin Luther 

King Holiday, on Monday, 

January 15th , Trash will be 

delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

OFFICE 

CLOSED
Monday, Jan. 15

in observance of

Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day
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Dear Neighbors,

We hope that you are all well – 

taking care of yourselves and oth-

ers as we make our way through 

this challenging time.

We are staying the course at 

the BHCA as so many of our 

non-profit neighbors and local 

businesses are. In our eblast, we 

are publishing daily updates as 

needed with current information 

from the City and State, with 

links to important sites to help 

each other. If you would like to 

receive our BHCA News eblast, 

write to us at info@bhcivic.org 

and we will add you to our list. 

Our office is open virtually and 

our phones are connected, so feel 

free to call at any time if you have 

(BHCA, Pg. 5)

By Dan Murphy

Mayor Martin Walsh under-

took an extensive education-

al campaign on the COVID-19 

(coronavirus) pandemic Saturday, 

with numerous volunteers distrib-

uting literature in seven languages 

door to door throughout the city.

 The seven-page, multilingual 

pamphlet that was disseminated 

contains explanations of common 

practices to avoid contracting the 

virus, such as frequent hand-wash-

ing with soap for at least 20 sec-

onds and “social distancing” by 

keeping at least six feet away from 

others when IN PUBLIC, and lists 

emergency meal sites citywide. 

The literature also encourages cit-

izens to only contact 9-1-1 only 

in cases of medical emergency, 

Walsh undertakes COVID-19 

educational campaign
Deborah Portman, a volunteer and Jamaica Plain resident; Jonathan Greeley of the Boston Planning and 

Development Agency; and Brian Norton of the city’s Office of Workforce Development distributes pamphlets 

on the coronavirus around the area.

By Dan Murphy

Rosales  Partners was recently 

awarded a 2020 Bulfinch Award 

by the Institute of Classical 

Architecture & Art in the Historic 

Preservation category for its role 

as lead architect on the $300-mil-

lion-plus restoration of the 

Longfellow Bridge.

 “The Longfellow Bridge was 

restored and enhanced with the 

highest level of historic preser-

vation integrity,” wrote Miguel 

Rosales, president and principal 

of the Boston-based architectural 

firm that bears his surname ”It 

is very rewarding that the land-

mark bridge continues to win top 

national and international awards 

in the fields of architecture, histor-

ic preservation and bridge engi-

neering.” 

The iconic bridge that spans 

the Charles River from Charles 

Photo by Ian MacLellan

The Longfellow Bridge under a night sky.

Rosales  Partners receives 

Bulfinch Award for work

By Lauren Bennett

The Boston City Council 

held its first ever virtual hearing 

regarding COVID-19 on Monday, 

March 23 using the video confer-

encing program Zoom. 

The hearing, which was held 

by the City Council Committee 

on Public Health and chaired by 

new District 5 Councilor Ricardo 

Arroyo, invited a gamut of people 

from professors to nurses to speak 

and answer questions related to 

the coronavirus.

Zoom’s platform allowed pan-

elists to use PowerPoints for their 

presentations if need be, as well as 

for people to ask questions. The 

purpose of this hearing was to 

(AwArd Pg. 5)

(CAmpAign Pg. 6)

City Council hold first virtual 

meeting regarding coronavirus

(meeting Pg. 5)

For the latest news in Beacon Hill that you need to know, check 

www.beaconhilltimes.com

Stay Home & Stay Healthy

Email stephen.quigley@reverejournal.com or deb@bostonsun.com or call 781-485-0588 for your Beacon Hill Times information

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF

PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF
A GUARDIAN FOR
INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT
TO G.L. c. 190B,
§5-304
Docket No. 
SU20P2131GD
In the matter of: 
Charles Hughes
RESPONDENT

Alleged Incapacitated
Person
Of: Boston, MA
To the named Respondent 
and all other interested 
persons, a petition has 
been filed by Massachu-
setts General Hospital of 
Boston, MA in the above 
captioned matter alleging 
that Charles Hughes is in 
need of a Guardian and 
requesting that Public 
Guardian Services, LLC of 
Braintree, MA (or some 
other suitable person) be 
appointed as Guardian to 
serve Without Surety on 
the bond.
The petition asks the court 
to determine that the 

Respondent is incapacitat-
ed, that the appointment 
of a Guardian is necessary, 
and that the proposed 
Guardian is appropriate. 
The petition is on file with 
this court and may contain 
a request for certain specif-
ic authority. 
You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. If 
you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 
A.M. on the return date of 
12/24/2020. This day is 
NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline date by which 
you have to file the written 
appearance if you object to 

the petition. If you fail to 
file the written appearance 
by the return date, action 
may be taken in this mat-
ter without further notice 
to you. In addition to filing 
the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written affidavit 
stating the specific facts 
and grounds of your objec-
tion within 30 days after 
the return date.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 
proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s 
right to make decisions 
about personal affairs or 
financial affairs or both. 

The above-named person 
has the right to ask for a 
lawyer. Anyone may make 
this request on behalf of 
the above-named person. 
If the above-named person 
cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at 
State expense.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: November 16, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo,
Register of Probate

11/24/20
BH

Church on the Hill 
to present streaming     
concert Dec. 5

The Church on the Hill will 
present a streaming concert of 
vocal and keyboard music writ-
ten by composers from Gilbert 
and Sullivan to Suzanne Sheppard 
on Saturday, Dec. 5, at 7 p.m. via 
Facebook (https://www.facebook.
com/churchonthehillboston/), and 
beginning Sunday, Dec. 6, on the 
church’s website at http://chur-
chonthehillboston.org/music/.  

This concert will feature an 
original story line written by Lisa 
Sheppard Hadley and conceived 
by both herself and Suzanne Shep-
pard, with some original compo-
sitions by Sheppard.  The concert 
will include: “The Flowers That 
Bloom In The Spring,” “Down By 
The Sally Gardens,” “Old Moth-
er Hubbard,” “Summertime,” 
“Sweet Violets” and others.  For 
more information, call 617-523-
4575 or visit http://churchonthe-
hillboston.org.

Holiday Wreath Tour 
coming Dec. 6

The Nichols House Museum 
presents its Holiday Wreath Tour 
of Beacon Hill on Sunday, Dec. 6, 
from noon to 3 p.m. 

This year’s outdoor, self-guid-
ed tour includes a selection of 
remarkable homes decorated with 
wreaths, garlands, and window 
displays. The walking tour will 
include written architectural his-
tories of each featured home, and 
a festive performance by the Back 
Bay Ringers in the front courtyard 
of the Museum.

The Museum is following cur-
rent state and city COVID-19 
requirements for walking tours, 
and face coverings and social dis-
tancing are required to participate. 
Included in your ticket purchase is 
a virtual tour of the Nichols House 
Museum interior decorated for the 
holidays and led by Curator of 
Collections and Education, Laura 
Cunningham. A link to access the 
virtual tour will be shared with 
you in early December and can be 
viewed at your leisure. 

Tickets are on sale through the 
Museum’s website, www.nichols-
housemuseum.org/programs-and-
events/.

Hill House offering 
semi-private classes    
for family pods

Hill House, Inc., located at 127 
Mount Vernon St., recognizes that 
many families have formed pods 
to keep groups smaller/reduce 
exposure. 

To acknowledge that, Hill 
House is now offering semi-pri-
vate classes and athletics for small 
cohorts of children. From art to 
science and Pre-K sports, there 
are open opportunities for you to 
come into the Firehouse at flexible 
times and enjoy the wide array of 
enrichment programs and athletics 
with the comfort of knowing who 
you’re in the class with in an indi-
vidualized space. These semi-pri-
vate classes are open to all ages 
and led by our trained staff. For 
further information and to sign 
up, call the Front Desk at 617-
227-5838, or visit www.hillhouse-
boston.org.
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SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit engagement, wedding and birth announcements, 

news releases, business and education briefs, sports stories and photos for publication. Items 
should be forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  Items can also  be 
faxed to 781-485-1403.  We also encourage readers to e-mail news releases and photos to 

deb@reverejournal.com
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On December 3-6, Crush Bou-
tique, Charles Street’s premiere 
women’s clothing and accessories 
store will kick-off the holiday gift-
ing season with a trunk show fea-
turing I Love My Nighty.

I Love My Nighty is an eco-
luxe loungewear and sleepwear 
brand created by Somerville-based 
Maureen Barillaro. Maureen has 
reimagined comfort and modern-
ized the nightgown for today’s 
fashion savvy woman. Creative-
ly blending comfort, style and 
sustainability, I Love My Nighty 
brings both the bliss and glam to 
your beauty sleep routine.

The trunk show will pres-
ent the entire collection of cozy 
loungewear basics that easily 
transition from the bedroom to 
the front door. Just in time for the 
cold weather, you can upgrade 
your winter pajama look with 
the best-selling Janey Lu hooded 
nightgown. Made of luxuriously 
soft TENCEL™ French Terry, it is 
so stylish you won’t know if you 
went out or stayed home! Maureen 
will also debut the line’s newest 
style, the Sweet Leggings pajama 
pants. Extra thick for winter, these 

leggings stand out with thoughtful 
details like a hidden pocket and a 
high, elastic-free, waistband that 
ensures supreme comfort and no 
“skindents.”

“Being a start-up has so many 
challenges to getting your brand 
noticed. I’m so grateful Rebecca 
and Laura are sharing their space 
and giving me the opportunity to 
learn the retail ropes from the best 
in the business. It’s very exciting 
and I can’t wait to introduce these 
night delights to the Beacon Hill 
neighborhood!” – Maureen, Lead-
ing Lady, I Love My Nighty.

“As a small women-owned 
business, Crush is always looking 
for ways to support other female 
entrepreneurs. Partnering with 
Maureen and I Love My Nighty 
allows us to provide more paja-
ma and loungewear offerings to 
our customers. Giving them the 
comfort they crave while ensuring 
maximum style!” – Rebecca Hall, 
Crush Boutique and Whitney + 
Winston co-owner.

Maureen will be present at all 
four days of the trunk show, which 
will be located at Crush Boutique, 
131 Charles St. Hours are Thurs-

day-Saturday 10am-6pm and Sun-
day 11am-6pm.

After a lifetime of wearing 
frumpy pajamas during the long, 
cold New England winters, Mau-
reen knew there had to be some-
thing better than sweats and over-
sized t-shirts to lounge comfort-
ably in. She imagined an entire col-
lection of loungewear and sleep-
wear that would solve the problem 
of wanting to be both comfortable 
and stylish at the same time. She 
spent two years bringing her line 
of luxuriously soft, eco-friendly 
loungewear to life and launched I 
Love My Nighty in 2019.

Founded in 2007 by childhood 
friends, Laura Ayers and Rebecca 
Hall, Crush Boutique brings you 
an impeccably curated collection 
of women’s apparel and accesso-
ries. From casual-chic to elegant 
cocktail, Crush’s style can best be 
described as sophistication with a 
touch of whimsy. The shop fea-
tures collections from well estab-
lished designers and those just 
making their debut on the fashion 
scene.

Mayor Martin J. Walsh and 
the Boston Parks and Recreation 
Department announced that Bos-
ton’s official tree has arrived last 
Friday on the Boston Common. 
This year’s tree is a 45-foot white 
spruce donated by Heather and 
Tony Sampson of West Bay, Rich-
mond County, Nova Scotia.

“This year’s celebration reminds 
us of the importance of work-
ing together when we face diffi-
cult challenges. As Boston helped 
Nova Scotia in 1917, the City and 
our residents must partner to keep 
each other safe and healthy from 
the COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Mayor Walsh. “I want to thank 
our friends in Nova Scotia for the 
Boston Common tree, and I’m 
grateful we are still able to cele-
brate the holiday season virtually.”

The 79th Annual Tree Light-
ing on Boston Common will be 

a virtual celebration broadcast 
on WCVB Channel 5 on Decem-
ber 3 beginning at 7:00 p.m. This 
tradition is a partnership with 
the Boston Parks and Recreation 
Department, title sponsor The 
Province of Nova Scotia, present-
ing sponsors Exelon Generation 
and Xfinity, promotional spon-
sor the Coca-Cola Company, and 
media sponsors WCVB Channel 
5, Magic 106.7 FM, and the Bos-
ton Globe. Due to current public 
health guidelines, there will be no 
live event on the Boston Common.

WCVB Channel 5’s “Chroni-
cle” co-anchors Anthony Everett 
and Shayna Seymour will again 
host the broadcast. Entertainment 
during the program will include the 
Boston Gay Men’s Chorus, Nicho-
las Christopher from the musical 
“Hamilton”, Nova Scotia’s Barra 
MacNeils as well as Sarah and 

Elizabeth MacInnis with Jenny 
Mackenzie, Keith Lockhart and 
the Boston Pops, and Grammy 
Award-winning artist Shaggy.

Santa Claus will join Mayor 
Walsh virtually for a special 
countdown during the broadcast. 
With the flip of the switch, trees 
will light up in the Boston Com-
mon, the Public Garden, and the 
Commonwealth Avenue Mall. 
The program will include remarks 
by Nova Scotia Premier Stephen 
McNeil. Nova Scotia is dedicat-
ing its 2020 Tree for Boston to 
healthcare workers to honor both 
Boston’s response after the Hali-
fax Explosion and those who are 
working on the frontlines during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Nova 
Scotia is also sending an additional 
four smaller trees for donation to 
local charities.

Due to the COVID-19 pandem-

ic, instead of sending the tree by 
truck, the province partnered with 
Port of Halifax, PSA Halifax and 
Eimskip Canada to transport the 
tree on a container ship to Boston. 
The tree was cut during a ceremo-
ny in Cape Breton on November 
12, stopped at schools along the 
way to be seen by local students, 
and left by boat from Halifax on 
November 18 after a send-off at 
the Cunard Centre.

“We thank Boston for their 
kindness during our time of need 
by sending a big, beautiful Nova 
Scotia Christmas tree. This import-
ant tradition symbolizes gratitude, 
friendship and remembrance,” 
said Nova Scotia Lands and For-
estry Minister Derek Mombour-
quette. “It’s also our way of hon-
oring those who have worked so 
hard to keep us healthy and safe 
during the pandemic.” 

The lighting of the trees on the 
Boston Common is made possible 
through the generosity of Read 
Custom Soils, the Herb Chambers 
Companies, the Lynch Founda-
tion, and contributions from other 
individuals and institutions.

This is the 49th year that Nova 
Scotia has given a tree to the peo-
ple of Boston as thanks for relief 
efforts following the December 6, 
1917, explosion of a munitions 
ship in Halifax Harbor. Within 24 
hours of the disaster a train loaded 
with supplies and emergency per-
sonnel was making its way from 
Boston to Nova Scotia. For more 
information please call (617) 635-
4505 or visit www.boston.gov/
boston-common-tree-lighting.

Walsh announces arrival of boston Common tree

Crush boutique hosts holiday trunk show
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By John Lynds

Last week the City Realty 
Group continued its longstanding 
partnership with local schools by 
providing new Chromebooks to 
the Eliot School in the North End-
-a school that serves many families 
in Beacon Hill. 

City Realty, known for several 
development projects in the area, 
has a nonprofit offshoot called 
City Kids in areas where the devel-
opment team works and conducts 
business. 

The team stopped by the Eliot 
earlier this month and donat-
ed ten new Chromebook laptop 
computers. City Kids and City 
Realty Group were joined by for-
mer District 1 City Councilor Sal 
LaMattina to personally deliver 
the Chromebooks to Eliot School 
Principal Traci Walker Griffith 
and students who need them for 
at-home learning. 

“The Eliot School community 
is grateful for City Realty’s gener-
osity to our students and families 

and their unwavering commitment 
to supporting our students’ virtual 
learning journey with new Chrome 
books,” said Principle Griffith. 

The donation comes at a time 
when Boston Public Schools has 
paused reopening plans due to ris-
ing COVID-19 rates. This means 
more at-home learning and more 
urgency to help students-in-need 
to ensure they have the proper 
resources to participate in school 
from home.

City Realty has been donating 
Chromebooks throughout the city 
to local schools during the COVID 
pandemic.

City Realty Group Vice Presi-
dent of Operations James Caru-
so said the donations are a way 
City Realty can do their part to 
help children remain engaged and 
capable of continuing their studies 
at home.

Stephen Whalen of Boston, 
Managing Partner at City Realty 
Group and founder of City Kid, 
said his company has been a long-
time supporter of area schools and 

afterschool programs.
Since landing in Boston and 

developing projects in the neigh-

borhood, City Realty’s City Kids, 
has been looking for ways to give 
back to the community. A few 

years ago City Realty donated 
ChromeBooks to a Boston Public 
School’s Autism Strand classroom.

Spring is finally here and with 
it comes our annual Membership 
drive at the Beacon Hill Civic 
Association. Soon to reach our 
centennial, our volunteer organi-
zation has worked to preserve the 
historic beauty and quality of life 
on Beacon Hill since 1922. 

From answering your calls and 
e-mails, to working with the City 
on zoning, architecture, trees, 
trash, and traffic and parking 
issues, the BHCA office is a busy 
place. Most recently, we have 

been able to recapture 15-min-
ute resident parking spaces at 
the intersection of Joy and Mt. 
Vernon Streets, and we are work-
ing closely with the City on the 
new accessibility and traffic calm-
ing measures that are appearing 
all over Beacon Hill. Contractor 
parking is a constant challenge, 
and we listen and do our best 
to respond to your concerns, so 
that the impact on neighbors is 
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BHAC continues 
Beacon Hill 
Bistro application

Area A-1 sees 11 percent decrease in 
Part One crime in ’19 from last year

Aspire Spring Gala raises $2.6M for autism research

It’s Membership Season at the BHCA!

By Dan Murphy

As the first quarter of 2019 
came to a close, Area A-1 report-
ed an 11 percent drop in violent 
and property crime, compared 
with the same timeframe the pre-
vious year.

 According to Boston Police, 
449 incidents of Part One crime 
were reported between Jan. 1 
and March 24 of this year in the 
dis-trict, which includes Beacon 
Hill, Chinatown Downtown and 
the North End, down from 504 
last year.

 While no homicides were 
reported either this year or last, 
the rate of rapes and attempted 
rapes doubled as the number of 
inci-dents climbed to eight from 
four in 2018.

 In contrast, robberies and 
attempted robberies were down 
nearly 55 percent, dropping to 
15 from 33 last year.

 Similarly, the rate of domestic 
aggravated decreased by around 
57 percent as the number of inci-
dents fell to three from seven in 
2018.

 Non-domestic aggravated 

assaults were also down by near-
ly 12 percent, with 52 incidents 
in 2019, compared to 59 a year 
ago.

 Likewise, commercial bur-
glaries saw more than a 29-per-
cent decline as the number 
dropped to 12 from 17 in 2018.

 The rate of residential bur-
glaries remained steady, however, 
with nine incidents this year and 
last, respectively.

 Meanwhile, other burglaries 
were on the rise as the number 
climbed to three from one in 
2018.

 Larcenies from motor vehi-
cles were down around 49 per-
cent, with 43 incidents in 2019 
as opposed to 85 the previous 
year, while other larcenies were 
up nearly 10 percent, with 291 
this year, com-pared with 265 in 
2018.

 Moreover, the rate of auto 
theft decreased almost 46 per-
cent as the number fell to 13 
from 24 the previous year.

 Citywide, Part One crime was 
down around 7 percent, with 
3,302 incidents this year, com-
pared with 3,599 in 2018.

Program leaders and participants are all smiles at the Aspire Spring Gala  held by MassGeneral Hospital for Children.

Photos by Matt West

Around 900 people came 
together for the MassGeneral 
Hospital for Children Aspire 
Spring Gala at the Four Seasons 
and raised more than $2.6 mil-
lion for autism research and care. 
The 19th annual event support-
ed Aspire, the highly successful, 
therapeutically-based program 
of the Lurie Center for Autism 
based in Lexington, Mass. Aspire 
helps children, teens and adults 

with high cognitive autism spec-
trum disorder and related pro-
files develop the skills necessary 
to be successful in their commu-
nities and workplaces.

Peter L. Slavin, MD, presi-
dent of Massachusetts General 
Hospital; Scott McLeod, PhD, 
executive director of Aspire; 
Andrew Harris, Aspire program 
manager; the 2019 Aspire Spring 
Gala Committee of Stephanie 
and David Long, Tim Sweeney, 
Ann Marie and Daniel Gross, 

and Kim and Eric Karofsky 
(Terry and Tom Hamilton could 
not make it due to Aerosmith’s 
Las Vegas schedule); Aspire pro-
gram participants and their fam-
ilies; and corporations from all 
over the country were in atten-
dance to celebrate the great suc-
cess of the Aspire program.

“As Aspire continues to grow, 
we are engaging more and more 
clients with our new program-

(Aspire, Pg. 5)

By Dan Murphy

The Beacon Hill Architectural 
Commission again voted to con-
tinue its determination on the 
Beacon Hill Hotel & Bistro’s 
application during its April 18 
hearing at City Hall

Frank McGuire, project archi-
tect, outlined two concepts for 
the building at 25 Charles St., 
both of which include plans to 
relocate the hotel’s main lobby 
and entry to the corner of Charles 
and Branch streets while offering 
two alternatives for realigning 
the building’s windows openings 
and patterns along its Charles-, 
Branch- and Chestnut-street 
sides.

Commissioner Miguel Rosales 
instructed the applicant to return 

to the commission with more 
information on the proposed 
hardware for the new entry door 
and the awning fronting Charles 
Street, as well as a final win-
dow design. “Your application 
is incomplete…and you need 
to resolve the window issue,” 
Rosales said.

The commission voted to deny 
without prejudice an application 
for the Charles Street Garage at 
144-158 Charles St. to remove 
three existing AT&T antennae 
and hardware from a chimney 
and replace them with four 
antennae inside three, new fiber-
glass canisters on the roof, which 
would have been visible from a 
public way.
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City realty donates Chromebooks to Eliot School

Former District 1 City Councilor Sal LaMattina, City Realty Managing Partner Stephen Whalen, Eliot School 
Principal Traci Walker Griffith, and City Realty Group Vice President of Operations Jimmy Caruso with 
Eliot students.

Senator Joe Boncore, Chair of 
the Joint Committee on Transpor-
tation, was recognized last week 
by the Metropolitan Area Planning 
Council (MAPC) as “Legislator of 
the Year.” The award is given to 
honor a legislator who has exhib-
ited leadership in promoting smart 
growth and fostering regional col-
laboration in Greater Boston. 

“I am grateful for my partner-
ship with MAPC; from collaborat-
ing on housing and transportation 
policy to seeking innovative solu-
tions that meet our communities’ 
need. I am truly humbled by this 
award,” said Senator Joe Boncore 
(D-Winthrop). “I look forward 

to continue working alongside 
our partners in municipal gov-
ernment to make sure they have 
the resources they need in the 
face of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
I’m confident that the solutions 
are possible with innovation, for-
ward-thinking and collaboration.” 

“MAPC has deeply valued 
working with Senator Boncore 
to advance issues of affordable 
housing, equitable transportation, 
public safety, and sustainability 
across Greater Boston,” said Marc 
Draisen, Executive Director of 
the Metropolitan Area Planning 
Council. “Like our staff, he is com-
mitted to looking at these issues 

through a lens of racial justice, 
and we are tremendously proud to 
honor him with this award and to 
continue working together to bet-
ter the region moving forward.” 

Senator Boncore was recog-
nized for his leadership to move 
forward key MAPC legislative 
priorities on housing, transporta-
tion, and public safety. Particular-
ly, his leadership in just four years 
to raise the funding from $6 mil-
lion to $11 million for Shannon 
Grants, which support community 
mobilization to address gang and 
youth violence. 

boncore honored as Legislator of the Year

Please visit www.beaconhilltimes.com

Staff Report

The beloved tradition of ice 
skating on the Boston Common 
will be put on hold for the first 
time in years this winter due to 
COVID-19 concerns, according 
to the Skating Club of Boston and 
the Boston Parks and Recreation 
Department.

The Frog Pond on the Com-
mon will not open this winter, as 
announced last weekend by the 

two organizations. 
Because the guidelines in place 

now limit 25 or fewer skaters at a 
time, the Frog Pond was not finan-
cially feasible.

“Due to the current Common-
wealth safety mandate limiting 
outdoor ice skating to a maximum 
capacity of 25 skaters at a time, 
operating the Frog Pond ice-skat-
ing rink is not currently financially 
feasible,” read a statement. “The 

pandemic is a fluid situation and 
everyone’s safety is of paramount 
concern. If the numbers change 
and the mandate is lifted, we will 
re-evaluate the situation as the sea-
son progresses. We share in every-
one’s disappointment.”

The statement did, obviously, 
allude to the possibility of re-open-
ing if the COVID-19 situation 
improves in Boston, but for now 
the ice melted.

Frog Pond to close to skating this winter season
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