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Special to the  Times

Bin 26 Enoteca, which opened 
in 2006 in the Beacon Hill Neigh-
borhood of Boston, will serve its 
last meals on Saturday June 1. 
Azita Bina-Seibel, co-owner and 
chef has decided to retire at the end 
of the month. 

Azita, the co-founder/co-owner 
of BiNA Family Hospitality, is a 
pioneer in bringing some of the first 
restaurants of its kind to the city of 
Boston. In 1982, Azita opened the 

first Northern Italian restaurant in 
Beacon Hill, Ristorante Toscano, 
opening up a second location in 
Providence, RI in 1987. In 1990, 
AZiTA Ristorante was the first 
trattoria to open in Boston’s South 
End. This was followed in 1995 
by Lala Rokh on Beacon Hill, the 
first Persian restaurant of its kind 
anywhere. And, finally, she opened 
Bin 26 Enoteca, a true Enoteca 
with the largest wine selection by 
the glass. 

Azita’s impact in Boston’s 

culinary world was recognized 
by Gourmet Magazine in 2015 
naming her as one of five women 
chefs (along with Lydia Shire and 
Jody Adams) who utterly changed 
Boston’s culinary landscape. The 
James Beard Foundation invited 
her to present the first Persian din-
ner to its members in New York 
in 1997, an event of resounding 
success. Azita’s involvement in 
Boston’s art community cannot 

Special to the  Times

Fabled Antiques has announced 
‘A Spring Palette,’ an art exhibi-
tion of floral still lifes and spring 
landscapes presented in collab-
oration with its flagship store, 
New Hampshire Antique Co-op, 
renowned for its fine art gallery. 
This botanical-inspired show is 
now on view at Fabled Antiques 
at 93 Charles St.

The exhibition features a 
selection of paintings by noted 
19th- and 20th-century American 
Impressionist artists, such as Emile 
Gruppe, Arthur Clifton Goodwin, 
Margaret Stuber Pearson, Andre 
Gisson, Paul Starrett Sample, Gus-
tave Wiegand, Dines Carlsen, and 

Dimitri Romanovsky. 
American Impressionism 

emerged in the late 1800s and 
early 1900s as an influential 
movement. Inspired by the French 
Impressionists, American artists 

sought to capture the fleeting 
effects of light and atmosphere 
in their works, often depicting 
scenes of nature and everyday life 
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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Your Ad Here  Call 781 485 0588

REVERE DENTISTRY AND BRACES
General and Cosmetic Dentistry for Adults and Children

370 Broadway • 781-629-9093 • Offers.RevereDentistryAndBraces.com Your Ad HereCall 781 485 0588

Cruise on the Valiant (a Mem-
bers Only Event!)

Join us for an exclusive BHCA 
Members Only reception aboard 
the luxurious Valiant! This is an 
opportunity to reconnect with 

your community and enjoy the 
stunning beauty of Boston Har-
bor! Step aboard the Valiant, the 
most opulent vessel of the Charles 
Riverboat Company, and expe-
rience its traditional salon area 

with light bites (drinks available 
for purchase). With its extended 
bow, the yacht offers an unparal-
leled view of Boston Harbor. The 
large canopy deck will provide the 

(BHCA Pg. 4)

(Fabled Pg. 5)

(Bin 26 Pg. 3)

By Dan Murphy

Nancy Schön, the sculptor 
whose works includes the iconic 
‘Make Way for Ducklings’ stat-
ue in the Public Garden, will join 
six other female artists from her 
kin for a Schön Family Art Show 
over Mother’s Day Weekend, from 
Friday, May 10, through Sunday, 
May 12, at 291 Otis St. in West 
Newton.

Besides Nancy, the art show 
will feature works by two of her 
daughters, Ellen Schön  and Susan 
Schön, a ceramic artist and a 
designer, respectively. (Susan also 
collaborated with her mother on 
an 8-foot bronze caterpillar, which 
was installed in December of 2022 
in the Waban Common in  Nan-

cy’s hometown of Newton.)
The art show will also feature 

four of Nancy’s artist granddaugh-
ters, including Jackie Schon, a 
painter and photographer; Mia 
Schon, a mosaic muralist; Hannah 
Schön, a photographer; and Char-
lie Dov Schön, a mixed media art-
ist.

Each artist will display a few 
pieces from their particular medi-
um at the art show.

“I think all of us, our family 
and Nancy, have always encour-
aged art and pursuing art as a 
profession,” said Mia, age 37, 
who has worked as a mosaic artist 
for around the past 10 years. She 
works mainly with tiles, glass, and 

AMY POWELL PHOTO

Pictured in the first Row, left to right, are Ellen Schön, Nancy Schön, 
and Susan Schon; second Row: Hannah Schon, Charlie Dov Schön, 
Jackie Schon, and Mia Schon.

Schön Family art Show 
coming Mother’s Day 
Weekend to West Newton

(Art Show Pg. 4)

COURTESY PHOTOS

Paul Starrett Sample (1896-1974), ‘New England landscape,’ oil on 
canvas.

Fabled antiques 
presents 

‘Spring Palette’ 
exhibition

Bin 26 Enoteca closing as its 
co-owner/chef azita Bina is retiring
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event, ‘Lifesavers: Preventing the 
End of the World,’ with Jason 
Weiner and Dr. Nancy Chabot in 
conversation, on Thursday, May 
9, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Join Dr. Chabot, who led 
NASA’s Double Asteroid Redirec-
tion Test (DART), in conversa-
tion with Jason Weiner, to learn 
more about planetary defense. 
The DART mission successfully 
demonstrated a method of aster-
oid deflection by kinetic impact 
which could help to protect Earth 
from potential asteroid impacts in 
the future.

Admission for this event is $10 
online or $18 each in person.

The Vilna will offer ‘A Whiskey 
Tour of Israel’ (Yom HaAtzmaut) 
on Thursday, May 16, from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m.

Join The Vilna for an Israeli 
whiskey tasting with Josh Mann, 
an expert from Jews and Booze, a 
company that embraces communi-
ty and puts the SIMCHA (happi-
ness) in spirits. 

Enjoy pours of nine different 
exclusive Israeli whiskies along 
with a fun and interactive tour 
of the whiskies, with information 
about each pour, distillery, and 
master distiller. Kosher charcuterie 
will accompany the tasting.  Par-
ticipants will be entered in a raffle 
to win a bottle of J&B “Kings of 
Kiddush” straight rye whiskey. 

Admission for this event is $50 
per person.

For more information on The 
Vilna Shul’s programming, visit 
vilnashul.org. 

WEST END BRANCH 
LIBRARY’S 
‘MINDFULNESS FOR 
OLDER ADULTS’ 
PROGRAM CONTINUES

The West End Branch Library 
at 151 Cambridge St. will offer 
‘Mindfulness for Older Adults’ on 
Fridays from 11 a.m. to noon on 
Fridays.

The ongoing program includes 
‘Mindfulness and Stress Reduc-
tion’ on May 3:’Creating Healthy 
Sleep Habits’ on May 10; ‘Mind-
fulness Tools for Chronic Pain’ 
on May 17; ‘Yoga Breathing for 
Relaxation’ on May 24: and ‘Lov-
ing Kindness and Gratitude’ on 
June 7.

Bob Linscott, MTS, Certified 
Mindfulness Based Stress Reduc-
tion (MBSR) Teacher and Behav-
ioral Health Manager for the city’s 
Age Strong Commission, will lead 
the program, which will help par-
ipinnate learn to reduce stress and 
anxiety; enhance their attention 
and memory; improve their mood 
and sleep; and  strengthens their 
cognition in aging.

To register for the program, con-
tact Wesley Fiorentino at wfioren-
tino@bpl.org or call the West End 
Branch Library at 617-523-3957.

WECA MEETING SET 
FOR MAY 9 AT AMY 
LOWELL APARTMENTS

The West End Civic Association 
(WECA) will hold its next meeting 
in person on Thursday, May 9, at 

6 p.m. in the Community Room 
at Amy Lowell Apartments at 65 
Martha Road. 

Guests for this meeting will be 
representatives from the West End 
Museum.

All West End residents are wel-
come. Masks are encouraged.

WLP’S ANNUAL 
FUNDRAISER AND 
NETWORKING 
LUNCHEON MAY 10

Women’s Lunch Place Executive 
Director Jennifer Hanlon Wigon 
and M. Lee Pelton, President and 
CEO of the Boston Foundation, 
will have a fireside chat at WLP’s 
annual fundraiser and networking 
luncheon, eat LUNCH give on Fri-
day, May 10, in the Oriental Ball-
room at the Mandarin Oriental, 
Boston. The luncheon begins at 
11:30 a.m. and concludes at 1:15 
p.m.

Hanlon Wigon and Pelton will 
address the pressing issues of the 
housing crisis in Boston, including 
the shortage of affordable units 
and the critical need for safe, gen-
der-specific housing for women in 
the community. The event will be 
held in the Oriental Ballroom at 
the Mandarin Oriental, Boston. 

This luncheon will include a 
delicious meal, an opportunity to 
network with Boston’s best and 
brightest leaders, and an inside 
look at the context behind Wom-
en’s Lunch Place’s life-changing 
work from two experts in their 

617-723-3296
M9304

JOHN J. RECCA 
PAINTING

Interior/Exterior 
Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com
781-241-2454

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Geek For Hire

617-241-9664
617-515-2933

C  o  m  p  u  t  e  r    c  o  n  s  u  l  t  a  n  t    a  v  a  i  l  a  b  l  e    f  o  r    home or business. 

•  PC support & networking of all types with  
focus on secure Internet access (wired & wireless), 

•  broadband router & firewall technology, 
• virus detection/prevention,  
• spam control & data security/recovery.

ServiceS include:

Neighborhood rouNdup

(Roundup Pg. 11)

Lic. & Insured since 1985 | #E-31471
(978) 767-0464

robin_madden5@aol.com

Robert Salvato Robert Salvato 
ElectricianElectrician

ADVERTISE 
IN THE TIMES 

CALL 
781-485-0588

Brewster & Berkowitz  
Real Estate

121 Mt. Vernon Street • Boston, Massachusetts 02108 
www.brewberk.com 

617.367.0505

Ron Berkowitz
Mary Dunlavey

Sally Brewster
Betsey Barrett

Sales Rentals

  Best Value & Warranty  
  PPaattrriicckk  AAssiiccuuss  
COPPERSMITH 

patrickasicus@gmail.com
( 508 ) 244-1777 

~Custom Made to Order~

UPCOMING UPSTAIRS 
DOWNSTAIRS EVENTS

Upstairs Downstairs Home at 
69 Charles St. will host its first 
annual Kentucky Derby event, 
with ‘old time fun’ and games all 
day, on Saturday, May 4.

The shop will also hold its first 
annual Celebrating Moms

Flower Scavenger Hunt on Sat-
urday and Sunday, May 11 and 
12. For this two-day event, any 
item in the store with a flower in it 
receives a 10-percent discount off 
that item.

Upstairs Downstairs will then 
be featured as a ribbon garden 
on the Beacon Hill Garden Club’s 
‘Hidden Gardens of Beacon Hill’ 
tour, which takes place on Thurs-
day, May 16. Stop by to cele-
brate this milestone with Upstairs 
Downstairs and “some bubbles.”

The shop will also hold its 
Memorial Day Event on Monday, 
May 27. This ‘Sail into Summer 
Sale’ will offer special, in-store 
prices.

MAY AT THE VILNA
The Vilna Shul at 18 Phillips 

St.  presents ‘Israel Through the 
Filmmaker’s Lens’ through May 
29,from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

This course will explore ques-
tions about Israeli life and identi-
ty in a global context. Dr. Shayna 
Weiss will lead the conversation in 
examining contemporary Israeli 
film and what these movies teach 
about Israel today, covering timely 
topics including the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict, Mizrahi-Ashkenazi 
relations, ultra-Orthodoxy, Holo-
caust memory, and more.

Each week, participants will 
screen one film at home in prepara-
tion for class discussion and learn-
ing. No knowledge of Hebrew 
necessary; all films are available 
with English subtitles.

Admission is $120 for five ses-
sions, including dinner.

Also, The Vilna presents ‘Stu-
dio Israel Live: The Multilingual 
Music of Jaffa’ on Thursday, May 
2, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

 Explore the diversity of 
Israel – the beauty and the chal-
lenges – through a funky and 
beautiful blend of music, dance, 
and conversation.

Meet Stav Marin and Neta 
Weiner, co-founders of System Ali, 
a one-of-a-kind Jaffa, Israel-based 
hip hop band that uses music to 
connect across languages, cultures, 
and beliefs. Now, you can hear 
their music and stories in conver-
sation with Yuval Evri, Brandeis 
University Assistant Professor of 
Near Eastern and Judaic Studies.

This event is the first live iter-
ation of the Studio Israel series 
which began online in 2020 to 
connect people with Israeli culture 
through artists during the pan-
demic. Studio Israel is presented 
in collaboration with Hadassah 
Brandeis Institute, the Jewish 
Arts Collaborative, the Schuster-
man Center for Israel Studies at 
Brandeis University, and The Vilna 
Shul, and is made possible with 
support from CJP.  

Tickets for this event are $18 
each.

The Vilna will offer a book talk 
on Judy Rakowsky’s ‘Jews in the 
Garden’ on Monday, May 6, from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

‘Jews in the Garden,’ is 
Renowned local author and inves-
tigative journalist Rakowsky’s 
story of her father’s cousin who 
was hidden in a Polish village for 
18 months and survived the war. 
Together with an elderly relative, 
she travels to rural Poland to 
unravel the mystery of their fam-
ily’s past. As the number of survi-
vors diminishes with time, telling 
these stories is the only way to 
keep their memories alive. This 
event is co-sponsored by the Jew-
ish Book Council.

Tickets are $18 each.
The Vilna will also offer a hybrid 
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go unrecognized. She and her hus-
band’s passion for the arts spans 
over four decades. The two have 
been supporters of such organi-
zations as the Museum of Fine 
Art, Boston, The Lyric Opera, 
the Handel & Hadyn Society, 
to mention but a few. Selections 
from Azita’s important collection 
of contemporary Iranian women 
artists have been shown in a num-
ber of exhibitions at the MFA. Her 
unique imperial Qajar-period Per-
sian manuscript cookbook, from 
which she occasionally cooked at 
Lala Rokh, is currently featured 
in the exhibition “Dining with the 
Sultan: The Fine Art of Feasting” 
at the Los Angeles County Muse-
um of Art. 

“Some of the most memorable 
times I have had with my sister 
have been with her in the kitchen 
and I on the dining room floors 

of AZiTA in the South End and 
at Lala Rokh” says her business 
partner and brother, Babak Bina. 
He goes on to say that “She is one 
of the most brilliant business peo-
ple I have ever known. If it weren’t 
for her, we most likely would not 
have survived the many recessions 
and the pandemic. Being in the 
same room with Azita and Julia 
Child while the two chatted back 
in 1996 at Lala Rokh is utterly 
unforgettable. I will miss sitting 
down with my sister at the end of 
an exhilarating evening, exhausted 
from a busy service period, sharing 
a glass of wine.” 

“l will miss creating menus and 
taking care of our guests, but I 
have a big bucket list of things I 
would like to do, particularly trav-
el” says Azita. “I am grateful to 
all the wonderful people I worked 
with over the past 40 years as well 

as the legions of guests who kept 
encouraging and supporting us”

By Dan Murphy

The Boston Planning & Devel-
opment Agency Planning team will 
lead a virtual conversation on its 
plans to update residential zoning 
codes to allow for the develop-
ment of more Accessory Dwelling 
Units (ADUs) on Wednesday, May 
8, from 6 to 7:30 p.m.

The City of Boston and the 
BPDA are now working to elim-
inate barriers for creating ADUs 
by updating zoning to make these 
small homes as-of-right citywide. 
The ADU program allows own-
er-occupants to build smaller, inde-
pendent units inside their homes 
or in their yards. 

The Citywide ADU Zoning staff 
hosted a kickoff meeting in March 
that focused on what ADUs can 
offer for Boston homeowners, as 
well as the necessity of updating 
the zoning code to allow for the 
by-right development of ADUs. 
The team also discussed the key 
tasks, goals, and overall timeline 
of the ADU Zoning Initiative at 
that time.

During next week’s meeting, 
BPDA Planning and Urban Design 
staff will share results of analysis 
on existing building and lot pat-
terns across Boston, which are 
helping to shape future draft zon-
ing recommendations. 

A consultant is also now in 
the process of producing an ADU 
guidebook, along with zoning rec-
ommendations for implementing 
ADUs citywide. The illustrated 
manual is intended to help guide 
Boston  property owners who may 
want to build an ADU on their 
property.

The Citywide ADU Zoning 
initiative builds on five years of 
work with the Mayor’s Office of 
Housing under the ADU Program. 
The current ADU program allows 
owner-occupants to build an ADU 
using only existing space within 
their homes (such as within an 
unused attic or basement).  This 
effort also builds on work by the 
Boston Mayor’s Office of Housing 
through their Additional Dwelling 
Unit (ADU) Program, as well as 
ongoing work in Boston’s Mat-

tapan neighborhood to advance 
by-right ADU development.

The zoning initiative “aims to 
expand this opportunity, increase 
lower-cost housing options, 
empower residents to build wealth, 
and foster diverse, multi-genera-
tional living spaces,” according 
to a BPDA spokesperson.  “ADUs 
are a key part of the Mayor’s poli-
cy goals, which recommend allow-
ing ADUs so that homeowners can 
utilize their property to its fullest 
potential, adding more room for 
growing families or providing 
opportunities for generating addi-
tional income if it is used as a rent-
al unit.”

Staff is hoping to release draft 
recommendations for Citywide 
ADU Zoning this summer, and the 
ADU guidebook is expected to be 
finalized this fall, according to a 
BPDA spokesperson.

Register for the online event at 
https://www.zoomgov.com/meet-
ing/register/vJIsce2prDgrGGzS-
Jq-TQvfydXqlTqr1iIk#/registra-
tion.

Please visit www.beaconhilltimes.com

BPDa to host May 8 virtual meeting on 
city’s plan to update residential zoning codes

By Dan Murphy

A bill sponsored by Rep. Jay 
Livingstone to expand the bound-
aries of the Beacon Hill Histor-
ic District came even closer to 
becoming law earlier this month.

The proposed legislation 
(H.4076, “An Act enhancing the 
Historic Beacon Hill District”), 
which mirrors a home-rule petition 
that was passed unanimously by 
the Boston City Council  and then 
signed by Mayor Michelle Wu last 
year, would enlarge the district to 
include all of the North Slope via 
the addition of an approximately 
40-foot-wide area running from 
Charles Circle to Bowdoin Street 
along Cambridge Street on the 
Beacon Hill side not currently 
included in the district. This omis-
sion apparently came in response 
to concerns that including the 
entire North Slope in the Histor-
ic District could impede the city’s 
plans for the Engine Company 4 
and Ladder Company 24 fire sta-
tion, which subsequently opened  
at 200 Cambridge St. in 1965.

On April 18, the bill was 
‘engrossed,’ or passed by the 
House of Representatives, and 
then four days later on April 22, it 
was read by the Senate and placed 
in the Orders of the Day for its 
next session. If the Senate passes 
the bill, it would then need to be 
enacted by both the House and the 
Senate before it could be signed 
into law by the Governor.

But unlike engrossment, which 
can be a long, drawn-out process, 
enactment at the state level typi-
cally moves quickly, according to 
Rep. Livingstone.

“I’m really pleased with my 
colleagues that they agreed with 
me on this important piece of leg-
islation and passed it through the 
House of Representatives,” said 
Rep. Livingstone, “and I hope that 
the Senate takes it up quickly. I’m 
working closely with Sen. Lydia 
Edwards to make sure that hap-
pens.”

District 8 City Councilor Sha-
ron Durkan was encouraged to 
hear that the bill is moving for-
ward.

“This is a great development, 
and I want to thank Representative 
Livingstone for shepherding this 
bill through the legislature,” wrote 
Councilor Durkan. “I also want to 
praise the work of my predecessor 
Kenzie Bok, now administrator of 
the Boston Housing Authority, for 

her work as District 8 councilor for 
really championing historic pres-
ervation and beginning the work 
by filing a home rule petition to 
expand the historic district. What 
this would mean to Beacon Hill is 
the preservation of buildings, such 
as the Puffers Building, that were 
not protected under the current 
district. Expansion was worked 
on in collaboration with the city’s 
transportation department so that 
expansion of the district wouldn’t 
preclude important work that 
needs to be done on Cambridge 
Street.”

The bill would also give the Bea-
con Hill Architectural Commis-
sion (BHAC) the specific authority 
to levy fines for violations of the 
Historic District’s architectural 
guidelines for the first time in its 
history.

Mark Kiefer, chair of the BHAC, 
wrote: “‘I’m pleased that the Sen-
ate has taken up this important 
legislation. The Historic Beacon 
Hill District has been expanded 
several times in its long history, 
reflecting increased recognition of 
the tremendous historical, archi-
tectural, and cultural significance 
of the North Slope community, 
but after nearly [70] years, it still 
does not encompass the entirety 
of the Beacon Hill neighborhood. 
The modest further expansion to 
Cambridge Street provided by this 
legislation will correct that over-
sight and ensure a high standard 
in the built environment for this 
critical gateway to both Beacon 
Hill and the City of Boston. I urge 
the Senate to pass this bill and the 
Governor to sign it as soon as pos-
sible.”

Likewise, Joshua Leffler, presi-
dent of the Beacon Hill Civic Asso-
ciation board of directors, wrote 
in part: “Given the expansion by 
MGH and the potential Red Line-
Blue Line connector, the architec-
tural protections afforded by the 
Historic District are critical to this 
remaining portion of Beacon Hill. 
Further, it plays a critical role in 
preserving and enhancing the cul-
tural, social, and economic fabric 
of Beacon Hill.

“For decades, this has been the 
vision of a diverse group of stake-
holders. It has progressed thanks 
to the efforts of Representative 
Livingstone, former BHCA Pres-
ident and Chair Rob Whitney, 
former City Councilor Bok, City 
Councilor Durkan and BHCA 
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Azita Bina-Seibel, co-owner and 
chef of Bin 26 Enoteca.

Livingstone’s bill to expand Beacon Hill Historic District moves closer to becoming law
Chair Meghan Awe,” added Lef-
fler.

Upon hearing the news, Whit-
ney,  who as the former BHCA 
board chair, helped former City 
Councilor Bok draft the city 
home-rule petition that preceded 
Rep. Livingstone’s pending legisla-
tion, wrote in part: “It was great 
to hear that Representative Jay 
Livingstone’s bill to expand the 
Beacon Hill Historic District has 

been passed by the State House of 
Representatives, and that it is now 
pending in the State Senate, where 
Beacon Hill’s own State Senator 
Lydia Edwards can help get the bill 
over the finish line!  It is very excit-
ing to think that the expansion of 
the Historic District, which was 
last enlarged over 60 years ago, 
may finally be accomplished after 
such a long time.

“Given the significant new 

development project by Massa-
chusetts General Hospital along 
the northside of Cambridge Street, 
as a longtime resident of the North 
Slope, I am delighted that the crit-
ically important historic build-
ings that remain on the Beacon 
Hill side of Cambridge Street will 
hopefully at last be brought with-
in the architectural protections 
afforded by the Historic District,” 
added Whitney.
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The Independent Newspaper 
Group reserves the right to 
edit letters for space and 
clarity. We regret that we 
cannot publish unsigned 

letters. Please include your 
street and telephone number 
with your submission. The 
Independent Newspaper 

Group publishes columns, 
viewpoints and letters to the 
editor as a forum for readers 

to express their opinions 
and to encourage debate. 

Please note that the opinions 
expressed are not necessarily 

those of The Independent 
Newspaper Group. Text or 
attachments emailed to edi-
tor@reverejournal.com are 

preferred. 
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COLLEGE PROTESTERS SHOULD 
EMBRACE BEING ARRESTED

Acts of civil disobedience by definition imply that a person knowingly 
is breaking the law and is willing to accept the legal consequences.

When Rosa Parks took a seat at the front of that bus in Alabama and 
was arrested in 1955, she set off a legal battle -- which eventually resulted 
in the striking down of the segregationist law as unconstitutional -- that 
ignited the modern civil rights movement.

Photos of Parks being fingerprinted at the police station galvanized 
Americans everywhere (well, except in the Deep South) and made her an 
icon of the struggle for justice and equality.

Just a few years ago, the 1960s peace activist Jane Fonda, now in her 
80s, was at it again, being arrested on the steps of the Capitol building 
weekly, this time to protest the lack of action by the government to tack-
le climate change.

Being arrested has been a badge of honor by protesters for whom 
being placed into handcuffs represents the ultimate act of defiance of 
those in power.

But the students today who are occupying college campuses in viola-
tion of university policies want to have it both ways: They want to defy 
the authorities, but feel that they are entitled to have carte blanche to do 
so without any consequences.

Admission to a prestigious school does not entitle a person to special 
treatment when it comes to laws that apply to everybody. Yes, the stu-
dents have a right to protest. But school officials also have the obliga-
tion to keep their campuses open and safe for all students. When these 
protesting students break the law and the rules of their campuses, they 
should be willing -- with defiant joy -- to accept the consequences.

Unless these students are willing to have some skin in the game, so 
to speak, their moral outrage amounts to nothing more than a frivolous 
exercise.

 

OPPONENTS OF AID TO UKRAINE 
SHOULD WATCH FRANKLIN

Here’s the plot-line: A world superpower, led by a ruler-for-life who 
does not tolerate dissent, invades a young sovereign nation, which at one 
time had been part of the superpower, with a large military force in order 
to restore the young nation to its sphere of influence. The young nation 
seeks the aid of another superpower in the world in order to fight off the 
invading force and to assert its claim to independence and freedom.

This very well could describe the situation today among Ukraine, 
Russia, and the United States, but that’s also the scenario that unfolded 
250 years ago when the United States proclaimed its independence from 
England and needed military assistance from France in order to fight 
back against the might of the British Empire.

The new Apple TV+ series, Franklin, chronicles the effort by Benjamin 
Franklin (who is played superbly by Michael Douglas) to enlist the aid 
of France in our fight against King George, who invaded America with 
a vastly-superior army and navy to squash our quest for freedom and 
democracy.

The Americans lacked everything -- uniforms, muskets, artillery, ships 
-- that they needed to fight off the British. Without Franklin’s diplomacy 
that persuaded the French to provide America with the means to defend 
itself, we never could have won the Revolutionary War, which lasted a 
long eight years from the firing of the first shots at Concord in April, 
1775, to the Treaty of Paris in September, 1783.

Prior to the French government formally declaring its alliance with 
the United States, French citizens who sympathized with the Americans, 
most notably the Marquis de Lafayette, defied their country’s official pol-
icy and fought with the Americans, providing both moral support to our 
army and highlighting the justice of our cause to everyone around the 
world.

Those who oppose our aid to Ukraine (which Congress finally 
approved after a delay of six months) in order to help the Ukrainians 
repel the barbarous invasion by Vladimir Putin would do well to watch 
the Franklin mini-series on Apple TV+.

They would be reminded that the lesson of history is plain: Freedom 
isn’t free and, to paraphrase Martin Luther King, tyranny anywhere is 
tyranny everywhere.
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mirrors, among other repurposed 
or found objects and creates main-
ly “large-scale murals,” which as 
pieces of public work, she said 
connect directly to what Nancy 
does. 

“Personally I learned to make 
public art directly from my grand-
mother,” said Mia. ““Many art-
ists have mentors, and we are 
lucky enough for our mentor to 
be our grandmother, which is very 
unique.”

And since the art show is an 
intergenerational outing for the 
Schön family, Mother’s Day 
seemed like a fitting time to stage 
the event, said Mia.

These same seven artists also 
collaborated at an art show in July 
of 2022, which was supported via 
a grant from the Boston nonprofit 

Combined Jewish Philanthropies 
and took place at The Hadas-
sah-Brandeis Institute (HBI) at 
Brandeis University in Waltham.

For Nancy, now 95, her vener-
able career in public art in itself is 
almost too much to comprehend, 
let alone displaying her work 
alongside other female artists 
from her multiple generations of 
her family.

“I never thought in my wildest 
dreams  that I would be a pro-
fessional ‘Public Art Sculptor,’” 
Nancy wrote in an email. “But to 
be showing my art with not only 
my children but my grandchildren 
seems like sheer magic - simply 
marvelous. Or is it about genes?  
Or did they catch the bug because 
they watched me in my studio 
from the time they were little?”

Meanwhile, Nancy is also quick 
to add that she likely inherited the 
artistic ‘bug’ from her own moth-
er.

“My mother did some paint-
ing but whatever she did had an 
artistic way. The way she dressed, 
the way she set a table, always 
beautiful flower arrangement on 
the table and around the house. 
She was a beautiful woman and 
had all her hats made by a woman 
named Fanette, whose clients went 
to Newbury Street.”

An opening reception for the 
Schön Family Art Show will take 
place on Friday, May 10, from 5 
to 8 p.m., and gallery hours are on 
Saturday and Sunday, May 11 and 
12, from noon to 5 p.m.

perfect setting for an unforgettable 
evening. Light bites and non-host-
ed bar.

Book your tickets now for this 
special members event by visiting 
https://bhcivic.charityproud.org/
EventRegistration/Index/15961

Capacity is limited.
When: Thursday, June 6, 2024*
Dockage: Rowes Wharf Gate A 

(70 Rowes Wharf, in front of the 
Boston Harbor Hotel Rotunda)

Boarding Time: 5:45 pm (Please 
arrive no later than 5:30pm)

Cruise Time: 6:00-8:00 pm
*This event will be held rain or 

shine as the Valiant is covered and 
heated if need be. 21+

Did You Know?
The Beacon Hill Civic Associa-

tion is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to community 
building, civic engagement, and 
historic preservation on Beacon 
Hill. Your membership donations 
allow us to continue our efforts to 
preserve and protect our historic 
neighborhood. As a member, your 

voice adds strength to our num-
bers and credibility to our purpose 
as advocates for Beacon Hill resi-
dents and businesses. Join, renew, 
or donate today at bhcivic.org to 
support the work we do for you!

Upcoming BHCA Meetings & 
Events

Beacon Hill Meet & Greet – 
Monday May 6th, 6pm, 75 Chest-
nut

Architecture Committee Meet-
ing – Monday May 13th, 5:30pm 
via Zoom

Board of Directors Meeting 
– Monday, May 13th, 7pm via 
Zoom

Annual Meeting of Members - 
Monday, May 20th, Somerset 
Club

Valiant Cruise (members only) - 
Thursday, June 6th

Visit the Beacon Hill Civic 
Association website  www.bhciv-
ic.org or call the office (617-227-
1922) for more information on 
any of these meetings or events. 

bhCA (from pg. 1)
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Christine Cavataio, LEED AP, CCF 617-510-8659
livingbeingdesign@gmail.com          INTERIOR DESIGNER 

“Antonio’s is  
a treasure for  

anyone who  
happens  
upon it.”
—Boston Globe

288 Cambridge Street
Boston, MA 02114

617-367-3310

Closed on Sundays  for private functions

LUNCH & DINNER
11 am - 9 m

Celebrating 30 years on Beacon HillStop by and join the celebration!

617-367-3310 
288 Cambridge St, Boston 02114

FULLY RENOVATED

Mon-Sat: 11AM - 10PM
Sun: Closed

in a loose and expressive style. 
Impressionists were drawn to the 
natural beauty of the country-
side, including rural landscapes, 
coastal scenes, and gardens in 
bloom. American Impressionism 
flourished in New England, where 
artists captured the changing sea-
sons, vibrant colors and distinc-
tive light. 

Also featured in ‘A Spring Pal-
ette ‘is contemporary Rhode Island 
impressionist artist Stephen Moty-
ka, whose floral still-life paintings 
capture the vividness of spring 
with his bright palette. Motyka 
started painting and drawing at a 
young age and furthered his tech-
nique through coursework at the 
Rhode Island School of Design. 
He has found a signature style in 
his paintings and Fabled Antiques 
is delighted to be featuring his 
work.

‘A Spring Palette’ sets the stage 
for celebrating the arrival of spring 
and offers a glimpse into the area’s 
rich artistic heritage. From the 
tranquil landscapes of Gustave 
Wiegand’s ‘Lake Sunapee, NH,’ 
to the timeless elegance of Andre 
Gisson’s ‘Still Life with Fruit & 
Flowers,’ each artwork captures 
the essence of the season.

Visitors are invited to explore 
not only the artworks but also the 
five rooms of antiques, decorative 
accessories, and vintage finds that 
define Fabled Antiques’ unique 
and welcoming charm. 

‘A Spring Palette’ is on view 
now through June 30.

Discover art, history, and cul-
ture at Fabled Antiques, open 
Monday to Saturday, from 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sundays 
from noon to 5 p.m. For further 
inquiries, contact 617-936-3008. 
Connect with Fabled Antiques on 
social media: @fabledantiques on 
Instagram and Facebook.

Gustave Wiegand (1870-1957), ‘Lake Sunapee, NH,’ oil on canvas.

Dines Carlsen (1901-1966), ‘Still Life with Flowers,’ oil on canvas.

Andre Gisson (1874-1962), ‘Still Life with Fruit & Flowers,’ oil on 
canvas.
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The MBTA is today announcing 
an update to the upcoming Red 
Line service change that begins 
next week. Previously scheduled to 
begin on May 1, the Red Line will 
now be suspended daily between 
Park Street and JFK/UMass sta-
tions from May 2-10. In addition 
to that, from May 2-9, evening 
Red Line trains will not operate 
between Park Street and Ash-
mont stations from approximately 
8:30 PM through the end of ser-
vice every day. Shuttle buses will 
instead operate to accommodate 
riders. This update is to accom-
modate the two-day extension 
of Track Improvement Program 
work currently taking place on the 
Blue Line.

The MBTA is also announcing 
an update to the planned weekend 

Red Line service change on May 
11-12. Red Line service will be 
replaced with free and accessible 
shuttle buses between JFK/UMass 
and North Quincy (instead of the 
previously announced locations of 
Broadway to Braintree) during the 
weekend of May 11-12 to accom-
plish work as part of the Dorches-
ter Avenue Bridge Replacement 
Project and the Track Improve-
ment Program.

As previously announced, the 
Red Line service change beginning 
next week is in place as part of 
the MBTA’s Track Improvement 
Program. The Track Improvement 
Program will replace tracks and 
ties to alleviate speed restrictions 
along the line while crews max-
imize the outage by performing 
signal work and station amenity 

upgrades, including new lighting, 
painting, tiling, power washing, 
and more. Riders can learn more 
at mbta.com/TrackProgram.

Free and accessible shuttle buses 
will make all stops between sta-
tions. There will be free fares at 
Park Street and JFK/UMass sta-
tions with the fare gates open. The 
Commuter Rail will be fare free 
between Braintree, Quincy Center, 
JFK/UMass, and South Station. 
Regular fares should be purchased 
beyond Braintree. A page with 
dedicated information for riders 

is available at mbta.com/RedLine 
with additional information avail-
able at mbta.com/alerts.

The important work accom-
plished during this Red Line ser-
vice suspension means riders will 
experience a more reliable trip 
with fewer unplanned service dis-
ruptions related to older tracks, 
older infrastructure, signal issues, 
or power problems. Riders will 
also be provided with a safer ride 
as a result of this state of good 
repair work.

The MBTA understands how 

these service changes affect riders’ 
daily travels during this period, but 
we are committed to improving 
your travels long term with more 
reliable, timely, and safe service. 
We thank riders for their patience 
as we deliver this important work 
and for continuing to ride our sys-
tem.

More information is also 
available through in-station sig-
nage and public announcements. 
Transit Ambassadors and MBTA 
staff will be available on-site to 
offer information and assistance 
during these service changes. Rid-
ers are encouraged to subscribe to 
T-Alerts or to follow the MBTA 
on X (the site formerly known as 
Twitter) @MBTA for up-to-date 
service information.

For more information, please 
visit mbta.com/TrackProgram.

TTeennnniiss  mmeemmbbeerrsshhiippss  aarree  aavvaaiillaabbllee  ffoorr  
tthhee  CCoouurrttss  aatt  HHaawwtthhoorrnnee  PPllaaccee..    

Conveniently located in the West End.  
The courts o�er two har-tru surfaces in a beautiful, par�-li�e setting. 

For membership information, please email 
management@hawthorneplace.com or call 617-723-4937

The Courts at Hawthorne Place

The Courts
At Hawthorne Place

aatt  HHaawwtthhoorrnnee  PPllaaccee

Old Time Fun and 
Games all Day

Our Annual
Kentucky 

Derby Event

Saturday, May 4th

UPSTAIRS
DOWNSTAIRS

HOME
69 CHARLES ST., BOSTON MA, 02114

617-367-1950
lauraupstairsdownstairs@gmail.com

upstairsdownstairsantiques

Shuttle buses will now replace Red Line from Park Street to JFK/UMass on May 2-10

A short story about
growing up with an

unfair advantage. 

Polio. 

As one of the last American children to
contract polio, Jeffrey Galpin grew up in a
world of iron lungs and body casts, alone
with his imagination. His story would be
dramatic enough if it was just about his
battle with this dreaded disease.

But Jeffrey Galpin did more than survive
polio. He went on to a list of achievements
in medical research—including being the
principal investigator in applying the first
gene therapy for HIV/AIDS. 

Dr. Galpin actually credits his own
incurable condition for giving him the focus
that made him so passionate in his research.
His story leaves us with two of the most
contagious messages we know. Don’t give
up, and remember to give back. If 
Dr. Galpin’s story inspires just one more
person to make a difference, then its telling
here has been well worth while.

aaos.org/75years

Celebrating
Human Healing

orthoinfo.org
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The Ahmed Family
The Bryson Family
The Burke Family
The Casella Family
The Dobson Family
The Dooley Family

The Moskowitz Family
The Papanna Family
The Paskerian Family
Kathryn Ryan
The Sakamoto/Anderson Family
The Srugaram/Meka Family

The Blacker/Bernstein Family
The Bullis/Duffy Family
The Caperchi Family
The Clapp/Howe Family

The Currey Family
The Devor Family
The Eger Family
The Harris Family

More than a Little...Generous

More than a Little...Bighearted

More than a Little...Dear

More than a Little...ThoughtfulMore than a Little...Wonderful

The Lakin Family
Anonymous BHNS Family

More than a Little...Kind
Myrtle Street
Playground

Thank you to our 2024 
Auction Gala Sponsors!

The Mahoney Family
The Ma/Zhang Family
The Norris Family
The O’Brien Family
The Seitz Family

The Sigel Family
The Stevenson/Lafarge Family
Karim Suwwan
The Syron Family
The Trovato Family

Deb Sullivan
The Szeniawski Family
The Vance Family
The Whitney Family
The Wolff Family
The Zarifi/Sultan Family

The Gannon/Ordway Family
The Glaser Family
The Gulliver Family
The Homer Family
The Keches Family
The Kung/Del Papa Family

Beacon Hill Nursery School  74 Joy Street, Boston, MA  bhns.net

THE ADVENT SCHOOL PRODUCTION OF ‘THE LITTLE MERMAID’
Photos by Marianne Salza 

The Advent School 5th and 
6th grade classes performed their 
spring production, “The Little 
Mermaid, Junior,” on April 11 at 
Tremont Temple Baptist Church. 
Students and art teacher, Jamie 
Tara (P’20), created the sets, while 
parents assisted with makeup and 
fashioning costumes.

Luke as Sebastian.

Yvonne, as Ariel.

Alexandra as the Seahorse 
announcing King Triton’s daugh-
ters

Hunter, as King Triton. Vivienne, as Scuttle, singing, “Human Stuff,” with Emma, as Flounder, 
and Yvonne, as Ariel.

Mersisters, Anatole, Axelle, Abe, Ella, Evelyn, Ava, Ava, Emma, and Maya, singing, “She’s in Love.”
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Position Summary:
The Software Engineer Manager will lead a small team (offshore/onshore), delegate work to team 
of engineers and willing to be a hands-on developer and an individual contributor with an 
architectural and technical design mindset for a core piece of our platform product. This position 
will be part of a cross-functional, largely autonomous product engineering team, collaborating with 
other engineers, designers and the product managers to scale our cloud-based web platform. The 
individual in this position will be required to manage, guide and mentor other less experienced 
engineers on both their team and across our company. Accountable for the design, architecture, 
quality, and measurability of the systems.
Essential Duties and Responsibilities:
To perform this job successfully, an individual must be able to perform the following satisfactorily; 
other duties may be assigned. Reasonable accommodations may be made to enable individuals with 
disabilities to perform the essential functions.
● Identify, conceive, and deliver without supervision, with complete latitude for independent 
judgment.
● Partner with engineering managers, lead engineers, product managers and designers to deeply 
understand the needs of our users to architect and leverage most effective technical solution to 
build a product that serves those needs
● Build infrastructure to handle millions of transactions and secure, sensitive health data
● Design and architect software capable of reaching millions of users
● Write modular, secure, and well-tested code
● Ensure our development environment is best in class by delivering improvements to internal 
tooling and direct partnership with our product platform teams
● Articulate a technical vision for a more enlightened way of working and work with 
multi-functional partners to deliver that vision
● Manage technical debt, ensure code quality and participate in code reviews
● Promote collaboration and best practices such as simplicity, automation, good design patterns, 
code coverage and reusability
● Own and maintain existing application platforms as part of the team, and look for opportunities 
to improve the
Education/Experience/Competencies:
● BS (or higher, e.g., MS, or Ph.D.) in Computer Science or related technical field involving coding, 
or equivalent technical experience
● Experience managing a team both onshore/offshore
● 10+ years of work-related industry experience developing high-performance web applications in 
C#/ .NET
● Experience architecting and developing distributed systems design
● Experience writing RESTful microservices with a popular web framework
● Proficiency with relational databases (like MySQL or SQL Server) and performance tuning
● Extensive knowledge of your development stack; for example with C#, have a comprehensive 
understanding of the .NET, .NET Core, MVC, WebAPI, IIS etc.
● Solid CS fundamentals with experience across a range of disciplines, with one or more area of 
deep knowledge and experience
● Consistent track record of developing, shipping, and maintaining large-scale web applications 
with a user mindset
● A comprehensive understanding of complex backend architectures and their core pieces, such as 
service models, protocols, reliability, deployment, and capacity
● Experience working with AWS offerings such as EC2, ALBs, RDS, Beanstalk, API Gateway or with 
a different cloud provider and similar services
● Experience in analyzing and troubleshooting application issues in a timely fashion
● Experience working in Agile DevOps/CICD model
● Must have excellent communication skills both verbal and written.
● Experience and familiarity with NoSQL technologies such as MongoDB, DocumentDB
● Experience with specific technologies such as Redis, ElasticSearch, Containerization 
(Kubernetes, Docker)
● Experience migrating monolithic architecture to micro services architecture and a good working 
knowledge of message queuing systems

SOFTWARE ENGINEER MANAGER POSITION AVAILABLE

RxSense is a high-growth healthtech company empowering 
clients and consumers with technology to access lower 
cost prescription drugs. Its transformative cloud-based 

enterprise platform enables clients to take control of their 
pharmacy benefits with fast, flexible and customizable 

solutions and real time data insights to improve 
operational and financial performance -- and ultimately 

deliver better care to patients nationwide.
TO APPLY VISIT:
https://www.rxsense.com/careers 

Construction look-ahead for the 
North Washington Street Bridge 
through May 11 is as follows:

Scheduled Work
• Removal of temporary Paul 

Revere Park abutment
• Cofferdam installation
Work Hours
• Monday through Friday from 

6 a.m. to 6 p.m.
• Saturday from 6 a.m. to 2 

p.m.
Travel Tips

For everyone using the east 
sidewalk of the new bridge, please 
help share the space: walk to the 
right, walk bikes, and be mindful 
of people coming from both direc-
tions, if walking in a large group.

Drivers should take care to pay 
attention to all signage and move 
carefully through the work zone. 
Police details, lane markings, tem-
porary barriers, traffic cones, sig-
nage, and other tools will be used 
to control traffic and create safe 
work zones.

The Tudor Wharf Walkway 
(under the bridge next to the 
water in Paul Revere Park) will 
be intermittently closed for safety 
during construction operations, 

with access provided via the Water 
Street underpass. The Boston Har-
borwalk under the bridge and 
eastern/harborside bridge side-
walk remain closed until rebuilt.

The contractor is coordinating 
with the TD Garden and local 
police to provide awareness and 
manage traffic impacts during 
events. For your awareness, the 
following TD Garden events are 
scheduled during this look-ahead 
period:

• OTHER EVENTS: May 10, 
at 7 p.m.

How can I find more informa-
tion?

Stay up-to-date and informed 
by following @MassDOT on X, 
formerly known as Twitter, and 
Mass 511 for real-time updates, 
visiting the project website, or 
emailing us with any questions.

You can also sign up to receive 
project updates via email by click-
ing this link.

Project website: Mass.
g o v / n o r t h - w a s h i n g -
ton-street-bridge-replacement

Project email: NorthWashing-
tonStreet@dot.state.ma.us

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
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Erin S Moore, MA, HHC 
web: centeredone.com/griefrecovery 
erin@centeredone.com 
617.620.0803 
instagram: centered_onebyerin 

LOCAL STUDENTS 
EARN ACADEMIC HONORS

FAHERTY INDUCTED 
INTO THE HONOR 
SOCIETY OF 
PHI KAPPA PHI

John Faherty of Beacon Hill  
was recently initiated into The 
Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi, 
the nation’s oldest and most selec-
tive all-discipline collegiate honor 
society. Faherty was initiated at 
University of Massachusetts.

Faherty is among approximate-
ly 25,000 students, faculty, pro-
fessional staff and alumni to be 
initiated into Phi Kappa Phi each 
year. Membership is by invitation 
only and requires nomination and 
approval by a chapter. Only the 
top 10 percent of seniors and 7.5 
percent of juniors are eligible for 
membership. Graduate students in 

the top 10 percent of the number 
of candidates for graduate degrees 
may also qualify, as do faculty, 
professional staff and alumni who 
have achieved scholarly distinc-
tion.

Phi Kappa Phi was founded 
in 1897 under the leadership of 
undergraduate student Marcus L. 
Urann who had a desire to create 
a different kind of honor society: 
one that recognized excellence in 
all academic disciplines. Today, 
the Society has chapters on more 
than 325 campuses in the United 
States, its territories and the Phil-
ippines. Its mission is “To recog-
nize and promote academic excel-
lence in all fields of higher educa-
tion and to engage the community 
of scholars in service to others.”
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From Boston Police Area A-1
COMMUNITY SERVICE OFFICE: 617-343-4627

DRUG UNIT: 617-343-4879 • EMERGENCIES: 911

BEACON HILL BEAT

The fence detail in the last clue is in front of 59 Mount Vernon Street, 
built in 1837 for Adam Thaxter and designed by Edward Shaw. 
Kenneth N. Morgan, in his book “Buildings of Massachusetts.” wrote, 
“Perhaps the best example of a Greek Revival townhouse on Beacon 
Hill, the Thaxter House follows the traditional Boston bowfront for-
mula with carefully proportioned Greek revival motif.”

Do you have a favorite building or detail you would like featured? 
Email Penny@BostonZest.com with your suggestion.

THIS WEEK'S CLUE

attention to Detail
phoToS ANd TexT by peNNy CherubiNo

THIS WEEK'S aNSWER

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
BOSTON 
Kochanowski, Kirby Smith, Stephanie D 180 Beacon St #1A   $1,070,000  
Vigreux, Jocelyn   Acker David B Est       188 Beacon St #6            $3,250,000  
Martin, Griffyn Mangum, William C 341 Beacon St #2C            $999,999 
Thomas & Lisa Hedger Ft  Leblanc, Mark F 56 Commonwealth Ave #53     $515,000
Yablonovsky, Elena Yablonovsky, Lina 47-55 Lagrange St #7E          $600,000  
Honkonen, Erik D Fpg Lagrange Owner One L 55 Lagrange St #504        $1,243,617  
Yablonovsky, Sasha Yablonovsky, Boris      110 Stuart St #16I             $600,000  
Bafaro Jr, Joseph J     Sack, Joseph W 400 Stuart St #17K              $1,200,000 
430 Stuart Street Rt       Ts Residences Hld LLC 430 Stuart St #22H            $3,400,000  
Digirolamo, Sarah Foran, Ann M 80 Worcester St #3        $1,700,000
Beantown Hotel Owner LLC Pim Boston Back Bay LLC 24-30 Belvidere St           $134,469,000  
V S Haseotes Ii RET       Remondi, Amy L 70 Brimmer St #335             $500,000
Huang, Li Rydman, Kaj H       65 Burbank St #14              $495,000  
Yetra, Lauren Julian, Benjamin      26 Chilcott Pl #1              $785,000 
Beantown Hotel Owner LLC Pim Boston Back Bay LLC 40 Dalton St                 $134,469,000  
Provanzano, James Gutierrez, Rosben L   100 Lovejoy Wharf #5Q           $650,000  
Mccullagh, David       Isanic Fisher Island Inc 360 Newbury St #410        $1,300,000  
Hartwell, Benjamin       Pearson, Georgia A 55 Pinckney St              $4,420,000  
Zhang, Yuanchao          Montiz-Witten, Tanya D   45 Province St #1506      $1,575,000  
Dittman, Jennifer Hench, Holly 451 Shawmut Ave #2          $1,510,000  
67 Farm St LLC Jacksonstd Cedar LLC 6 W Cedar St              $8,300,000  
Stern, Angela J Kasper, Mia M 27 Wareham St #206          $320,818  
Albert-Rozenberg, Daniel J Pao, Charles           43 Westland Ave #607            $840,000  
Gaudreau, Scott Lotfi, Mostafa        1 Franklin St #4507          $2,200,000  
215 Harrison LLC 215 Harrison Avenue Nt   215 Harrison Ave           $1,580,000 
Singh Dev Holdings LLC Xia, Tian 580 Washington St #8F   $920,000

Breaking and Entering
04/23/24 – At around 2 p.m., 

police responded to Brimmer 
Street for a breaking-and-enter-
ing call. 

The victim informed police 
that when she was walking on 
Brimmer Street, she saw an 

individual exit her home. She 
asked the suspect what he was 
doing, to which he replied that 
he was looking for someone. 
She then informed the suspect 
that it was her house, and sub-
sequently the suspect ran down 
Brimmer Street and took a left 

onto Chestnut Street. The vic-
tim was able to determine that 
an expensive diamond necklace 
was stolen out of her safe, which 
was left open/unlocked. 

Area detectives are further 
investigating this matter.
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Staff Report

In a scene in a Three Stooges 
film, a patient in a mental health 
hospital, pointing to a button-hole 
on his shirt, tells the Stooges, 
“I’ve seen rats come out of that 
hole!“  and everyone in the audi-
ence laughed. 

Well, the rats are coming out 
of the holes in the ground in the 
Boston parks where children play 
and out of the cracks in the Bos-
ton sewer masonry walls, but it is 
not funny. And their population is 
growing fast.

That’s the message that a sub-
committee of the Boston City 
Council  heard from research sci-
entist and rodentologist Dr. Bobby 
Corrigan at a meeting in the Coun-
cil Chambers on April 9. Corrig-
an has been hired by the city as a 
consultant on the rat problems in 
the city.

The problem is only going to 
get worse in the coming years, said 
Corrigan, as the global popula-
tion of rats is increasing. In cities 
such as New York, Philadelphia, 
and Boston, the rat population is 
expanding even faster, thanks to 
the many food sources for rats to 
feast on, such as open trash con-
tainers and plastic bags filled with 
food on the streets, as well as large 
burrowing holes for rats to breed.

District 9 Councilor Liz Bren-
don, a sponsor of the hearing, told 
her colleagues that this is the fifth 
hearing on rats that she has attend-
ed in as many years, but now there 
is talk of hiring a rat czar and 
establishing a separate department 
to deal with what many council-
lors are calling a quality-of-life 
issue.

In a previous meeting, Ward 8 
City Councillor Sharon Durkan 
stressed the urgency of addressing 
the problem.

“Residents should reach out to 
my office if they see an uptick of 
rat activity on the streets, as this 
is a major priority for my office,” 
Durkan  said at that  time. “My 
team has been working closely 
with the hardworking staff at the 

Inspectional Services Department 
to make sure rat burrows and 
sewers are baited, and I’m glad we 
have such dedicated partners at 
ISD for our rat mitigation efforts.”

During the April 9 hearing, Dis-
trict 2 City Councillor Ed Flynn 
asked how many inspectors from 
ISD are working on rodent control. 
He was told by the city’s Chief of 
Operations, Dion Irish, that there 
are 14 full-time inspectors who 
work basically Monday through 
Thursday.  Flynn noted that many 
problems occur during the week-
end when there are no ISD inspec-
tors working, though Irish pointed 
out that there are other inspectors 
from other departments who are 
on-call and who can address a rat 
problem. 

However, the overall tone at the 
hearing was upbeat in view of the 
city’s hiring of Corrigan as a con-
sultant to design a rat control pro-
gram for the city.

In addition, in March councilors 
established the Boston Rat Action 
Plan (BRAP)   to identify possible 
steps to address the problem. 

Corrigan told the committee 
that a simple solution is “no food, 
no rats.” He also showed some 
of the rat-proof barrels that are 
in use.   Corrigan, who is com-
pleting his report for city officials 
and expects it to be ready in a few 
weeks, thanked the city workers 
who helped him to go into the field 
to find the places where rats live 
and breed, such as alleys with food 
and the sewers, where rats peer 
from cracks in the brick walls.   

He also offered some “band-aid 
approaches” for the time being, 
such as making sure that con-
struction projects are done with 
thought about the consequences to 
adjacent areas so that the rats do 
not migrate to a quieter place, cre-
ating a new problem in a new area.

And there was a final, sober-
ing piece of advice that Corrigan 
offered: Just one rat-infested prop-
erty can affect up to 10 other adja-
cent properties that never have had 
a problem with rats and mice. 

The New York State Depart-
ment of Health has issued the 
following tips on controlling rats:

Controlling the Rat - 
a Community Effort

Rats like to live where people 
live. They quickly adjust to the 
neighborhood. Rats can thrive on 
just an ounce of food and water 
daily, so when they enter a neigh-
borhood and gain access to meat, 
fish, vegetables and grains, they 
will stay. Rats prefer to feed in 
and around homes, restaurants 
and businesses. But they will set-
tle for scraps from trash bags and 
cans, private yards and what they 
find at the community refuse dis-
posal and transfer station. Rats 
get the shelter they need from 
tall weeds and grass, fences and 
walls, rubbish piles and aban-
doned appliances.

If rats are living in your neigh-
borhood, there are steps you 
should take, even if they aren’t in 
your home. Rats move freely in 
and out of buildings in the neigh-
borhood, so any steps that your 
neighbors take to control rats will 
encourage them to move into a 
nearby building (maybe yours!). 
A community effort works best, 
where everyone in the neighbor-
hood takes steps at the same time 
to prevent rats from entering the 
buildings and to remove their 
food and shelter.

Checking for Rats
The sooner you know rats 

have entered your home, the eas-
ier it will be to get rid of them. 
Here’s how to check.

Listen.
After dark, turn on the lights 

in a dark room or basement and 
listen for any scurrying sounds.

Listen for gnawing sounds 
when it is quiet.

Look.
Move stored materials and 

furniture to uncover any hiding 
places.

Look at packaged goods, 
doors, windows, baseboards, and 
electrical cords for chewed spots, 
tooth marks, woodchips or shav-
ings.

Check for freshly dug earth 
near holes around foundations, 
walls, and embankments. Look 
under sidewalks, floors and plat-
forms.

Check for rub marks - dark 
smears along hallways, or near 
pipes, beams, edges of stairs or 
around gnawed holes.

Check near walls, food sup-
plies and pathways for drop-
pings. Fresh droppings are dark 
and soft; old droppings are hard, 

or gray and brittle. Fresh drop-
pings are a sure sign of a current 
infestation.

Watch.
Dusty areas often show signs 

of pawprints or tailmarks. Sprin-
kle flour around the area and 
check for tracks for a few days.

Place a small quantity of food 
where rats can get at it, and check 
daily for signs of feeding.

How Rats Get In
Once you know how rats come 

into a building, you can check 
your home for places they could 
use and take steps to prevent 
them from moving in. Rats (and 
mice) can enter buildings:through 
cracks or holes in walls or foun-
dations, even holes as small as a 
dime;

by digging under house foun-
dations if they are shallow 
enough;

through open windows, doors, 
sidewalk grates, or vents (check 
in the basement or walls for vent 
openings);

by squeezing through open-
ings in the foundation or wall 
for pipes or wires; through floor 
drains, quarter inch gaps under 
doors, letter drops and fan open-
ings; and from inside large pack-
ages of food or merchandise.

Keeping Rats Out
It is much easier to keep rats 

out than to get rid of them once 
they have moved in. But, taking 
these steps help control rats once 
they have come in. It’s a three-
step approach.

Don’t feed rats. Limit their 
food source by placing trash in 
covered metal or heavy duty plas-
tic trash containers. The heavy 
duty plastic cans on wheels are 
resistant to rats’ chewing, and 
so are metal cans. Fix plumbing 
leaks to cut off their water source. 

Keep the house and yard neat and 
clean. Remove uneaten pet foods. 
Don’t fill up your bird feeder. 
Clean up food spills. Store food 
in rat-resistant containers. Avoid 
storing food in basements.

Remove rats’ shelter. Indoors, 
replace wooden basement floors 
with poured concrete. Place stor-
age racks at a height of 18 inches 
above the floor. Move applianc-
es, sinks and cabinets so they are 
flush against the wall or out far 
enough that you can clean behind 
them. Outdoors, restrict their 
shelter by rat-proofing all build-
ings in the area and removing 
outside shelters like appliances, 
junk piles, old fences and walls. 
Keep the property, including 
alleys and yards, clean and trash-
free. Pile wood and other stored 
items at least 18 inches above the 
ground and away from the walls. 
Clean out the area behind wood-
en steps, especially those leading 
into the house.

Keep them out. Put in self-clos-
ing doors that open outward, and 
use latches or spring locks to keep 
doors closed. Check to see that 
doors and windows close tightly, 
and use metal screens on all win-
dows that are kept open. Protect 
basement windows with a 1/2 
inch wire mesh (called hardware 
cloth). Cover the edges of doors, 
windows and screens, which can 
be gnawed, with sheet metal or 
hardware cloth. Make a collar 
around pipe and wire openings 
into the house with pieces of 
sheet metal or tin cans. Rats can-
not easily gnaw through metal. 
Fasten floor drains tightly to keep 
sewer rats from coming in.

Getting Rid of Rats
The two best ways to remove 

rats are traps or poison. The use 

Seeing rats? Tips for controlling them

Rat traps are one way to combat the rodent. Shown above is the 
dead rat in the trap.

One of the signs of rats is their burrows as seen in this photo taken in 
the Boston Common..

Council members hear from rat control consultant 

(Rats Pg. 11)
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LEGAL NOTICES

rATS (from pg. 10)

rouNdup (from pg. 2)

fields. There will also be a raffle 
with local prizes.

All proceeds from the fundrais-
ing luncheon will be donated to 
Women’s Lunch Place.

Tickets cost $200 each and are 
available online at womenslunch-
place.org/elg, along with sponsor-
ships, program advertisements, 
and opportunities to support the 
raffle.

WEST END MUSEUM’S 
BULFINCH TRIANGLE 
WALKING TOUR MAY 11

Join the West End Museum on 
a walking tour of the Bulfinch Tri-
angle on Saturday, May 11, which 
beings at 12:30 p.m. at the muse-
um, located at 150 Staniford St., 
Suite 7 (on Lomasney Way).

This walking tour will explore 
Boston’s early industry and infra-
structure, and how this district 
evolved from Mill Pond to a trans-
portation hub.

Admission is $10 per per-
son; visit https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/the-bulfinch-triangle-tickets 
to purchase tickets.

GIBSON HOUSE 
MUSEUM TO OFFER 
FREE OPEN HOUSE ON 
SATURDAY, MAY 11

The Gibson House Museum, 
located at 137 Beacon St., will 
offer an Open House in celebra-
tion of Preservation Month on 
Saturday, May 11, from 1 to 4:00 

p.m.
Select rooms will be open for 

viewing, and certain items in the 
collection will be highlighted.

The Open House is free to 
attend, and no reservations are 
necessary for guests.

DUCKLING DAY 
RETURNS MOTHER’S 
DAY, SUNDAY, MAY 12

Join the Friends of the Public 
Garden on Mother’s Day Sunday, 
May 12, for the return of Duckling 
Day – an annual celebration of the 
children’s classic book ‘Make Way 
for Ducklings ‘by Robert McClo-
skey.

Duckling Day is a family-friend-
ly celebration held each year on 
Boston Common. Duckling Day 
features activity booths, lawn 
games, magic, and live music all 
at Parkman Bandstand. The event 
ends with a parade retracing Mrs. 
Mallard’s steps to the Ducklings 
sculpture in the Public Garden.

Registration for a family of any 
size is $35 and includes a goody 
bag for every child and entertain-
ing Duckling activities for the 
whole family; register online at 
https://friendsofthepublicgarden.
org/events/ducklingday/.

CONVERSATION WITH 
BPL PRESIDENT DAVID 
LEONARD MAY 20

Beacon Hill Village will host a 
Conversation with David Leon-

of either requires caution!
Traps. Choose wooden base 

snap traps, and enlarge the traps 
by fastening a 2-inch square of 
cardboard to each trigger. Set out 
several traps at a time - at least 10 
if you think there are many rats. 
Place the traps behind boxes and 
against walls, so that the rats must 
pass over the trigger. Be sure the 
traps are out of the reach of chil-
dren and pets! Fasten food attrac-
tive to rats, such as peanut butter, 
raisin bread, bacon or gumdrops, 
tightly on the trigger of each trap. 
Don’t let the trap run out of bait. 
An advantage to traps is that they 
are less of a hazard to children and 
pets than poison.

Poison. Warfarin, chlorophaco-
none, and Pival are all rat poisons. 
They work by making the rats’ 
blood unable to clot, so the rats 
die of internal bleeding. Rat poi-
sons must be fed daily for six to 
10 days. Read the poison label 
before you begin, and be careful 
to follow all steps. Watch out for 
children and pets! Make sure the 
baits are clearly marked, and put 
them in low traffic, secure areas 

that might attract rats, such as 
under or behind boards, boxes, 
pipes or cans, and out of the rain 
and snow. Remove the baits when 
all signs of rats are gone. Follow 
what the label says about how to 
dispose of the leftover poison. If, 
after a month or two, there are 
still signs of rats, skip a month and 
start again. Stopping for a month 
and then starting helps keep the 
rats from building up resistance to 
the poison.

Keeping Rats Under Control
If you do have rats, it’s a com-

munity problem and the entire 
neighborhood should work 
together.

Once the rat infestation is under 
control, the goal is to prevent them 
from coming back. Help yourself 
and your neighbors by keeping 
trash picked up and placed in 
covered, rat-resistant containers. 
Promptly remove or repair any 
shelter areas, such as fences and 
old appliances. Periodically check 
for new entry holes into neighbor-
hood buildings, and seal them up 
quickly.

ard, president of the Boston Pub-
lic Library, on Monday, May 20, 
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the first-
floor Orientation Room of the 
McKim Building at the Central the 
Copley Branch of the BPL at 700 
Boylston St. (Light refreshments 
will be served from 5:30-6 p.m., 
and the speaker will begin closer 
to 6 p.m.)

Leonard, whose background 
spans academia, the non-profit 
sector, and more than a decade of 
private IT consulting, was instru-
mental in helping the West End 
and Beacon Hill add affordable 
housing, pairing the Boston Public 
Library’s new, two-story West End 
Branch Library with 12 stories 
above containing 119 new apart-
ments.

This event is free for all to attend, 

but attendance is capped at 51; 
register at https://beaconhill.help-
fulvillage.com/events/490-conver-
sations-w_david--leonard,-bpl-
president/event_participations/
new.

WEST END MUSEUM’S 
BOSTON TRIVIA NIGHT 
RETURNS MAY 30

The West End Museum’s next 
Boston Trivia Night takes place 
on Thursday, May 30, from 6:30 
to 8 p.m. at the museum, located 
at 150 Staniford St. Suite 7 (on 
Lomasney Way).

Admission is $10 per per-
son; visit https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/boston-trivia-night-tickets 
to reserve your spot.

FREE LESSONS IN 
AMERICAN MAHJONG 
OFFERED AT WEST 
END BRANCH LIBRARY

The Friends of the West End 
Library will be offering lessons in 
American Mahjong to new and 
experienced players at no cost. 

The group meets on Wednes-
days at 1:30 p.m., on the second 
and fourth Wednesdays of each 
month in the Community Room 
of the West End Branch Library, 
151 Cambridge St. 

To sign up or for more infor-
mation, email Audrey Tedeman 
(artedeman@gmail.com) or Julia 
Forbes (jmaforbes@gmail.com).

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon
Street
Boston,  MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU24P0834EA
Estate of:

Mary Togher
Date of Death
01/06/2021
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and Limited For-
mal Testacy and/or Appointment 
has been filed by Marie B. Togher 
of Benicia, CA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: 
Marie B. Togher of Benicia, CA be 
appointed as Personal Represen-
tative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond in 
unsupervised administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy 
of the Petition from the Petitioner 

or at the Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To do so, 
you or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
the return day of 06/04/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline by which you must file a 
written appearance and objection 
if you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections within 
thirty days (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNI-
FORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative ap-

pointed under the MUPC in an 
unsupervised ad ministration is 
not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the estate 
are entitled to notice regarding the 
administration directly from the 
Personal Representative and may 
petition the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, including the 
distribution of assets and expenses 
of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. Dunn, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: April 22, 2024
Stephanie L. Everett, Esq.,
Register of Probate
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Virtual Public Meeting

Mail to: Stephen Harvey
   Boston Planning & Development Agency
   One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
   Boston, MA 02201

Phone:   617.918.4418
Email:    Stephen.j.harvey@boston.gov

Project Description:
The Project Site is currently developed with a three-story commercial building and 
approximately 32-space surface parking lot. KS Partners proposes to replace the existing 
structure and paved parking area with an eleven-story life science building. The proposed 
building will be approximately 160,195 sf (gross floor area) and will measure approximately 170 
feet to the top of its highest occupied floor, with a mechanical penthouse occupying less than 
30% of the roof area (the “Project”). Because the Project Site has exceptional access to transit, 
no parking spaces will be provided within the Project; a fully enclosed loading area will be 
provided on the ground level of the Project.

222 Friend 
Street

Website: 
bit.ly/222-
friend-street

M AY

28
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

Zoom Link: bit.ly/3Qnqj3c 
Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864 
Meeting ID: 161 886 2010
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Susan Hockfield, Ph.D, the for-
mer first, female president of MIT 
(Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology), fell in love with biology 
early in life. Fascinated by discov-
ering the workings of structural 
components, the young anatomist 
would dissect her parents’ iron 
and vacuum; but was utterly disin-
terested in the objects’ reassembly. 

Hockfield shared what she had 
learned during her time as MIT 
president, her impression of the 
past five years, as well as her view 
of the future during a presenta-
tion for the Beacon Hill Women’s 
Forum (BHWF), at the Hampshire 
House on April 9. 

“The future we live in today 
is a digital world, and the digital 
world represents a fabulous con-
vergence of physics with engineer-
ing. We need a transformation in 
how we make things and how we 
think about our world,” Hockfield 
proclaimed. 

Hockfield described her 
2019 book, “The Age of Living 
Machines: How Biology Will Build 
the Next Technology Revolution,” 
which explains new developments 
in science and engineering. 

“It’s happening at the level of 
a whisper; but if you pay atten-
tion, you’ll hear about it more and 
more,” Hockfield said about the 
innovations. “We have enormous 
challenges for this century. We 
have about 7.5 billion people on 
the planet today. There will be 10 
billion by 2050, and already we’re 

not doing a good job at providing 
the necessities of life. We’re falling 
short on access to healthcare, and 
costs are astronomical.” 

Most of Hockfield’s time at MIT 
has been spent pondering ener-
gy and the union of biology with 
engineering. The self-proclaimed 
fusion zealot enjoys discussions 
with colleagues about solving the 
world’s energy crisis. 

“I think that fusion is going to 
be providing energy for us pretty 
soon,” Hockfield estimated. “The 
energy problem is daunting. There 
is a lot of energy around; but if 
you can’t do a good job storing the 
energy and power that we have, 
we’re in trouble. Our current stor-
age devises are inefficient. They’re 
heavy, and it’s expensive to store 
energy.”

Hockfield predicts that large-
scale batteries of the future will not 
be lithium-based; and is intrigued 
by a colleague’s discovery of utiliz-
ing viruses to make batteries. 

“These batteries are exquisite, 
little ballerinas,” said Hockfield, 
raising her fingers in a gentle flick. 
“They use the power of biology to 
organize elements.”  

Hockfield feels that there are 
insufficient resources to provide 
food for the size of the world’s 
future population. She explained 
that farmland equivalent to the 
land mass of South America and 
Africa would be required to feed 
10 billion people using today’s 
agricultural technologies.

“One of the exciting things I’ve 
discovered while researching is 

Susan Hockfield guest speaker at Beacon Hill Women’s Forum
there are incredible things plants 
can do,” beamed Hockfield. “We 
have yet to push them to their lim-
its in terms of producing food in a 
sustainable way.”

During her distinguished career, 
Hockfield led the application of 
monoclonal antibody technology 
in brain research, and identified a 
gene that is critical in the spread of 
brain cancer. Hockfield had been 
appointed as Yale University’s 
chief academic and administrative 
officer, supporting science, engi-
neering, and medicine initiatives. 
While president at MIT, Hockfield 
increased the number of underrep-
resented minorities and women in 
the undergraduate, graduate, and 
faculty populations. 

“I think there are a lot of wom-
en’s issues that get under-resourced 
and under-treated,” Hockfield 
admitted. “I’m hoping that will 
change as there are more women 
in the field.”

Hockfield presently serves as 
a professor of neuroscience in 
MIT’s Brain & Cognitive Sciences 
department, and is a member of 
the Koch Institute for Integrative 
Cancer Research. Currently, her 
greatest concern is the country’s 
lack of confidence in experts, and 
appreciation of science. 

“Let’s hope that the technology 
revolution happens, not because of 
a threat of war, but the promise of 
peace,” concluded Hockfield. “I 
want to believe that the power of 
our technology we’ve developed 
today will continue to persuade 
people to invest and believe in it.”

Norah Lawrence, Programs Co-Director, Susan Hockfield, former 
first female president of MIT, President Emerita, MIT, Lorie Conway, 
Programs Co-Director, and Cheryl Lynch, Marketing Co-Director.

Peggy Bermel, Cheryl Clarkson, Jenna Simon, Rachel Von Nieda, and 
Jackie Knapp, BHWF Vice President.


