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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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Beacon Hill Civic Association Community Corner
Come Join the BHCA for 
Love Your Block 2025!

The Beacon Hill Civic Asso-
ciation will be participating in 
the 2025 Love Your Block event 

organized by the City of Boston 
on Saturday, April 12th, from 
9am to 12 noon.

Come meet us in front of 
CVS to pick up gloves and trash 

bags or to borrow a trash pick-
er. We’ll be working all over the 
neighborhood, and in the Phil-

MARIANNE SALZA PHOTO

Beacon Hill residents Elisabeth and Ramsay Fretz enjoying Love Your Block 2023.

See BHCA Page 3

Sail On: Charlie Zechel prepares to bid farewell to Community Boating 
By Dan Murphy

When Charlie Zechel steps 
down from his role as executive 
director of Community Boating, 
Inc., in July, it will mark the end 
of an era for the nation’s oldest 
public sailing nonprofit, which he 
has served for more than a quarter 
of a century.

Zechel, a New Hampshire 
native who calls Rhode Island 
home, had worked in several 
sailing programs, including some 
in Newport, R.I., before joining 
Community Boating, Inc. (CBI) 
as its adult program director in 
December of 1997. Less than five 
years later, he was named the exec-
utive director of the largely volun-
teer-driven organization based on 

the Charles River Esplanade.
Community Boating’s ori-

gins date back to the mid-1930s, 
when a Boston man, Joe Lee, Jr., 
remembered as a wealthy Brahmin 
sailing enthusiast, began teaching 
disadvantaged kids from around 
the West End to  build and operate 
makeshift sailboats. Lee’s philan-
thropic efforts, however, evident-
ly weren’t embraced by all of the 
city’s elite at the time.

 In 1946, several of Lee’s former 
protégés had returned home to 
Boston after serving in World War 
II, and inspired by his example, 
they incorporated Community 
Boating to teach sailing to under-
privileged youth on the Charles 
River. 

The fledgling organization set 

up shop in a boathouse on the 
Esplanade built in 1941 by the 
Metropolitan District Commis-
sion (the forerunner of the state’s 
Department of Conservation and 
Recreation).

Today, ‘SAILING HERE FOR 
ALL’ is emblazoned on a wood-
en sign that hangs near the boat-
house’s front door, and it’s an 
adage that perfectly captures the 
welcoming environment Commu-
nity Boating has created over the 
years.

Community Boating made a 
major stride in its goal of achiev-
ing all-inclusivity in 2007, when 
the organization partnered with 
DCR to launch the Universal 

City to hold March 26 
virtual meeting on proposed 
Hancock Street project

COURTESY OF KEMILY VISUALS

Charlie Zechel, the long-serving executive director of Community 
Boating, Inc., who will step down from that role in July.

By Times staff

The city’s Planning Department 
will hold a virtual community 
meeting to discuss the proposed 
redevelopment of 27-29 Hancock 
St. into 15 affordable homeowner-
ship condo units on Wednesday, 
March 26, from 6-7:30 p.m.

Per its agreement with the 
developer, JDMD, the nonprofit 
Fenway CDC (Community Devel-
opment Center) will redevelop the 
two adjacent properties into 15-17 
affordable units  at 80-100 percent 
AMI  (Area Median Income) for 
new homeowners. None of the 
units will be SROs (Single Room 
Occupancy units). JDMD has 
also committed up to $300,000 
to address any potential funding 

gaps.
JDMD, which developed The 

Archer Residences – a luxury 
condo building on Temple Street 
- purchased 27-29 Hancock St. 
in  2018, with plans to gift the 
building to another developer for 
the creation of off-site affordable 
housing units to satisfy its IDP 
(Inclusionary Development Pol-
icy) with the city for the Archer 
project.

The community meeting, 
will be led by Fenway CDC and 
JDMD,  is intended to provide 
neighbors with an opportunity to 
learn more about the proposal in 
advance of an expected Boston 
Planning & Development Agency 

See ZECHEL Page 4

See PROJECT Page 3
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Dear Editor,
The following letter was submitted to the 

Massport Board members.
Dear Massport Board Members,
AIR, Inc., Mother’s Out Front, GreenRoots, 

Friends of Belle Isle Marsh, and other member 
organizations of the Logan Community Clean 
Air Coalition wish to endorse Massport’s pro-
posal to institute rational ground access fees 
and improve transit options to Logan. 

Logan is one of a growing number of air-
ports, like Seattle, Los Angeles, Newark, and 
others, that are drowning under excessive road-
way and curb congestion caused by unregulat-
ed private vehicle access. Not only does this 
congestion degrade the airport’s performance, 
it also burdens the residents of adjacent com-
munities with excess air pollution. The fact is: 
private passenger car vehicular access to Logan 
has severe costs and the fees Massport charges 
for access to Logan’s curbs should reflect those 
costs.

But how would increasing ground access 
fees help? Realistic fees for access to the termi-
nal curbs will help if at the same time Massport 
couples them with giving travelers a far better 
way to get to Logan. 

And how can Massport do this?
The first half of the answer comes from Swit-

zerland, where post offices, bus and train sta-
tions have offered airport baggage handling for 
decades. Swiss travelers’ luggage is scanned at 
bus and train stations and gets checked-through 
to their flights and final destinations. The tech-
nology that makes this possible means that we 
can add baggage checking services anywhere. 

The other half of the answer comes from 
Philadelphia, where American Airlines is offer-
ing ‘land flights’ between Allentown PA and 
Atlantic City, and Philadelphia International 
Airport (PHL).  Travelers can book their trav-
el out of the smaller local airports using the 
normal American Airlines reservation system 
online. On the day of travel, they head to their 

local airport, where they check their bags nor-
mally, and clear TSA security as usual. Then, 
instead of boarding an aircraft for the 50 mile 
trip to PHL, they board a high quality bus on 
the secure side of TSA at those outlying airports 
and are dropped right at their gate in PHL. 

These aren’t the kind of buses that take you 
to the local mall. They are luxury coaches set 
up with seating and amenities that meet mod-
ern aircraft comfort standards -a cross between 
an aircraft cabin and a bus. They’re outfitted 
with  first class width, leather airline style 
seating, WiFi, overhead storage bins, onboard 
entertainment, power outlets, and onboard 
restrooms, just like an airplane. 

If the Swiss can check luggage at bus sta-
tions, and TSA can allow ground access links 
between facilities, Massport can reimagine its 
Logan Express system as a series of state of 
the art, full service, world-class remote airport 
terminals which provide land flights between 
them and Logan. Land flight service could even 
be expanded to replace air travel routes for 
trips under 150- 200 miles, saving airlines con-
siderable expense and dramatically reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions.

Of course Massport would need to be trust-
ed to do this properly. But new Massport CEO 
Rich Davey has a legitimate transit background 
and he’s been publicly talking about this sort of 
idea. There’s no doubt that this system would 
work, nor is there any question that it would be 
wildly popular. So we need to get behind this.

It’s not hard to imagine how much smooth-
er getting through Logan would be if Boston’s 
cramped and crowded airport were streamlined 
by moving a bunch of baggage handling, curb 
congestion, and security screening activity off-
site.  

It’s also not hard to imagine how much less 
stressful traveling out of Logan would be if 
you could just take an Uber to the Framing-
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e d i t o r i a l
Guest Op-Ed

WE HAVE LOST THE BATTLE
TO STOP CLIMATE CHANGE;

WE NEED TO SAVE OURSELVES
We recently saw a chart that was incredibly depressing: Even though the amount 

of greenhouse gas emissions (GGE) by the United States has decreased by about 15% 
since 2000, the rest of the world has increased its GGE by 50%.

Right now, the U.S. contributes only an estimated 13% of the total greenhouse 
gases world-wide into the atmosphere. (By contrast, in 1950 we accounted for 40%.) 
So even if the U.S. were to become carbon-neutral tomorrow, it would barely make a 
dent in the ever-increasing world output of GGE. In 1950, total greenhouse emissions 
in the world (excluding the U.S.) were 3.6 billion tons. But today, the world (exclud-
ing the U.S.) spews about 31 billion tons of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere.

In other words, we in the U.S. can reduce our individual and collective carbon 
footprints, but it won’t make one bit of difference to stave off the looming effects of 
climate change.

So as a practical matter, what does this mean? In general, we should continue to 
do everything we can to make our air, water, and environment  cleaner because 
these measures will reduce pollution and improve our health. 

But we need to be very strategic about how we spend our resources on these proj-
ects because, as we noted, no matter what we do, they are not going to do anything 
to stop the inevitability of climate change.

Rather, we need to devote most of our attention and resources to minimizing the 
effects of the climate change catastrophe that we are facing by spending money on 
resilience measures. For example: Instead of creating bicycle lanes that very few peo-
ple ever will use, we should use those tax dollars to harden our critical infrastructure 
to protect against the effects of bigger and more frequent storms, floods, drought, 
wildfires, and sea-level rise.

California has spent billions of dollars on climate-change initiatives -- but its big-
gest city proved wholly incapable of fighting a fire, with tragic consequences. 

Climate change is here and it’s only going to get worse. We need to stop fighting 
what already is a lost cause and instead spend our scarce resources on preparations 
for the climate catastrophe that already is here -- and getting worse.

ARE AMERICANS LOSING
THEIR APPETITE FOR JUNK FOOD?

PepsiCo, the international food conglomerate, reported last month that the com-
pany’s North American snacks business, which makes Doritos, Cheetos, and Lay’s 
potato chips, saw a 3% dip (pun intended) in sales volume in the quarter ended Dec. 
28.

Smuckers, which owns the Hostess brand that makes the iconic Twinkies, also 
reported a decline in the volume of its products sold in 2024. 

We don’t think it is a coincidence that Americans have been consuming less junk 
food ever since the FDA approved the use of the GLP-1 drugs made by pharmaceu-
tical giants Eli Lilly (Zepbound ) and Novo Nordisk (Wegovy).

These drugs (under their other brand names, Mounjaro and Ozempic) initially 
were approved to treat diabetes. But it soon became clear that in addition to treating 
that disease, there was another big benefit: Patients were losing significant amounts of 
weight. 

It has only been a couple of years since these drugs were approved for weight loss, 
but it would appear that our nation’s non-stop, upward trend of ever-increasing obe-
sity finally has been reversed. According to recently-released statistics, the obesity 
rate in the United States decreased for the first time in over a decade, from 46% in 
2022 to 45.6% in 2023. 

Users of these drugs report a suppression of their appetite and a decrease in their 
cravings for junk foods of all kinds, not just Doritos and Twinkies. (We also would 
note that users of GLP-1 drugs report a decrease in many other forms of addictive 
behavior, including gambling, drugs, and alcohol abuse.)  

We hasten to point out that a direct link between the GLP-1 drugs and the national 
reduction in weight has not been shown, but the trends, in our view, are unmistak-
able. To paraphrase Bob Dylan, we don’t need a double-blind study to tell us which 
way the obesity trend will be heading with the widespread adoption of the GLP-1 
drugs.

As we wrote in this space a few weeks ago, we believe that GLP-1 drugs, which are 
incredibly expensive, should be covered by health insurance so that they can become 
affordable for all Americans, not just the wealthy.

Obesity is the leading cause of a multitude of diseases in this country and not mak-
ing the GLP-1 drugs affordable for all Americans is penny-wise and pound-foolish 
(pun intended).

An open letter to the 
Massachusetts Port Authority Board

See OP-ED Page 3
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ham or Braintree Logan Remote 
Terminal, -or if you could drive 
your own car to the well-lit, secure 
and affordable parking garage 
attached directly to the heated 
and air conditioned ‘New Woburn 
or Danvers Logan Remote’ and 
check your bags and clear securi-
ty, right there. You then would not 
need to drag your luggage in and 
out of your ride, and through the 
terminal, like a beast of burden.

The more you think about it, 
the better this idea sounds, and 
the less an outrageous price hike 
for a service you no longer want to 
use actually matters. Now imag-
ine that these airplane buses could 
fly right through the barbary of 
Boston’s regional standstill traffic 
on high speed bus-only dedicated 
bus lanes, cutting your trip time in 
half.

Increasing existing ground 
access fees is part of a policy that 
can drive up use of true HOV/
Transit options. But it could also 
cause an uptick in private pick-up 
and drop-off activity. So if Mass-
port wants to use pricing increases 
to drive down congestion, they’ll 
need to prepare an effective curb 
activity monitoring program and 
prepare for implementation of an 
airport roadway or curb access 
fee. 

Massport has a choice of how 

to implement these changes. We 
urge the Port Authority to move 
forward with this fee proposal, 
but to do it by first offering the 
traveling public significant relief 
from the stress and frustration of 
getting to Logan by investing in 
immediate improvements to the 
pricing, comfort and convenience 
of its existing transit options.

If we still need to argue over 
these proposed fee hikes, the con-
versation needs to recognize that 
the cost of leaving things the way 
they are is too high. Forbes report-
ed that traffic congestion cost Bos-
ton over $4 billion in economic 
losses in 2019 and local airport 
adjacent communities pay a far 
steeper price in chronic disease 
driven by air pollution.

Economically, increasing 
ground transport efficiency will 
improve, not damage econom-
ic productivity. Metropolitan 
London’s gross domestic prod-
uct rose by 52% in the 20 years 
since the city instituted its con-
gestion charge. London’s conges-
tion charge has actually been well 
accepted, and has measurably 
reduced traffic and pollution. If 
Massport and the state’s eight 
regional transit authorities’ can 
colocate their bus services with 
Logan Remote Terminals, the eco-
nomic and mobility benefits would 

be significant.
We urge Massport’s Board to 

seize this opportunity to embrace 
true environmental and transpor-
tation leadership and ignore the 
scare tactics and industry-funded 
ad campaigns. Ride App drivers 
will not lose business; they will 

simply change destinations and 
save time by avoiding trips into 
the congested core of the city. The 
time saved will allow these drivers 
to take more fares. 

The future can be scary, but the 
future can also be bright. We need 
to give Massport a chance to give 

us a better option.
Sincerely,
AIR, Inc., Mother’s Out Front, 

GreenRoots, Friends of Belle 
Isle Marsh, and members of the 

Logan Community 
Clean Air Coalition

All women over 40 should have 

a mammogram once a year. 

Breast cancer found early 

offers the best chance to be 

cured. Free or low cost 

mammograms are available. 

Mammograms 
Save Lives.

All women over 40 should have a mammogram once a 
year. Breast cancer found early offers the best chance to 
be cured. Free or low cost mammograms are available. 

For more information and answers to any of your cancer 
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BHCA  (from Page 1)

Op-Ed  (from Page 2)

COURTESY OF LANDLINE

A view of the inside of the buses used for ‘land flights.’

lips Street Play Area and the Myr-
tle Street Playground. We’ll have 
goodies for the most bags filled!

Call the office at 617-227-1922 
if you’d like to participate!

Upcoming Meetings
Zoning & Licensing Committee 

– Wednesday, April 2nd, 6:00pm 
via Zoom

Save the Date!
The Beacon Hill Civic Associa-

tion Annual Meeting for Members 
will take place on Thursday, May 
22nd, at the Hampshire House, 

with a breakfast beginning at 8am. 
Invitations to members to follow.

Join the BHCA!
We invite you to join our grow-

ing membership of friends - young 
and old - who are contributing to 
make life better on the Hill. Your 
membership allows us to continue 
our efforts to preserve our unique 
and historic neighborhood, and 
your voice adds strength to our 
mission as advocates for Beacon 
Hill residents. Join or renew your 
membership today at bhcivic.org 
or by calling us at 617-227-1922!

vote that could come as soon as  
soon as mid-April. The meeting is 
also expected to offer an opportu-
nity for Q&A from neighbors.

Register at https://www.boston-
plans.org/news-calendar/calendar/
hancock-street-public-meeting.

Project  (from Page 1)

D. MURPHY PHOTO

Two adjacent properties at 27-29 Hancock St., which are poised to be 
redeveloped into 15 affordable homeownership units.
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Zechel (from pg. 1)

Access Program, which allows 
individuals with physical and cog-
nitive disabilities to enjoy sailing 
on the Charles.

Around 2004, Zechel attended 
a sailing conference in San Diego, 
Calif., which included a presenta-
tion on accessible sailing.

While listening to  participants, 
some of whom were competitive 
sailors, speaking firsthand on the 
topic of accessible sailing, Zech-
el said he was emotionally over-
whelmed – a feeling that was only 
amplified when he met and spoke 
with them afterwards.

“And that was a light bulb. 
Eureka coming, your light bulb 
coming on,” Zechel recalled 
during a recent virtual call. “Com-
munity Boating is the best facility 
[around for an accessible sailing 
program]. You could not have 
designed it better in terms of being 
the right type of environment for 
people who have disabilities and 
need special assistance to go sail-
ing.”

For around two years, Zech-
el worked together with the late 
Dianne J. ‘Gigi’ Ranno of DCR, 
who herself was confined to a 
wheelchair, to develop the pro-
gram. 

“The DCR found support 
financially that first year to help 
us modify boats and buy the safe-
ty launch and all the infrastruc-
ture,” said Zechel, who added 
that Ranno sometimes acted as the 
test pilot for the modified boats in 
progress.

Today, the Universal Access 
Program serves around 250 indi-
viduals, with many of them partic-
ipating on a weekly basis.

“The Universal Access Program 
has been very meaningful for me 
to see it grow,” said Zechel. “But 
it’s been very meaningful for the 
staff because they really get as 
much out of it, in many ways, as 
the participants.”

The program also includes a 
contingent of blind sailors, some 
of whom have gone onto great 
success.

“One of our current board 
members is a three-time world 
champion in blind racing, and 
that’s pretty extraordinary in in 
any kind of book,” Zechel noted.

Zechel also successfully advo-
cated the Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts for more than $5 mil-
lion to finance a complete replace-
ment of the organization’s pier 
and dock facilities.

A large portion of the dock had 
deteriorated and fallen into the 
water back in 2003, said Zechel, 
who then enlisted the help of the 
then-State Rep. Marty Walz to 
remedy the situation. 

Besides teaching him how to 
successfully advocate and lobby at 
the state government level, Zechel 

credits Walz for earmarking mon-
ies in a 2008 environmental bond 
bill to upgrade Community Boat-
ing’s facilities.

David Solomon of the Solomon 
Fund also “launched preliminary 
conceptual design work with the 
DCR,” added Zechel. “His sup-
port got the process off the launch 
pad.”

Around 2010, then-Gov. Deval 
Patrick toured the Community 
Boating facilities, saw its compro-
mised conditions for himself, and 
made the financial commitment to 
finish the project.

“David Mugar and the Espla-
nade Association each support-
ed the project with grants to the 
DCR,” added Zechel.

Community Boating also 
expanded its scope about a decade 
ago with the launch of its youth 
STEM (i.e. Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math) program, 
which now includes classes on 
microscopy and an exploration of 
the Charles River ecosystem.

This program was launched 
in response to recurring inci-
dents when Department of Public 
Health responded to a potential 
cyanobacteria bloom somewhere 
on the river. Depending on the 
findings, it could shut down Com-
munity Boating’s sailing programs 
on the Charles for anywhere from 
a couple of days to several weeks.

Rather than just sitting idly by 
during these down times, Zech-
el instead enlisted the help of Dr. 
Gary du Moulin, a now-retired 
microbiologist and then a Com-
munity Boating board member, to 
take a deep dive into the microbi-
ology of the Charles.

“He held my hand when I said 
I wanted us to be able to do regu-
lar testing of the water in locations 
so that over time, we can develop 
useful data, and that will be the 
building block for understanding 
what’s going on in the river,” said 
Zechel.

Dr. Gary du Moulin also helped 
Community Boating obtain micro-
scopes, among other equipment, 
for the program, added Zechel.

Zechel and Dr. Gary du Moulin 
received  training from a Univer-
sity of New Hampshire research-
er, who provided them with the 
necessary guidance to develop 
and implement Community Boat-
ing’s STEM program, which today 
includes the Junior Program’s 
environmental science class and 
cyanobacteria research.

Also under Zechel’s leadership, 
Community Boating launched its 
leadership development program 
for the instructors-in-training, 
allowing junior members to learn 
how to launch boats, shadow 
classes, plan events, and teach 
novice sailors.

Zechel was honored at the 2025 

U.S. Sailing Leadership Forum 
this February in Coronado, Calif., 
with the top award - the Martin A. 
Luray Award (‘The Marty’) -  for 
his work in developing CBI’s Uni-
versal Access Program, its youth 
STEM program, and leadership 
development courses. 

Community Boating itself was 
also recognized at the forum with 
the Creative Innovations in Pro-
gramming Award for its microsco-
py class on the Charles.

Nick Miller, chair of Commu-
nity Boating’s board of directors, 
thinks in another 10 years, the 
organization will reflect on Zech-
el’s lengthy tenure “as the time 
that CBI grew from adolescence to 
vibrant adulthood.”

In an email, Miller wrote: 
“[Zechel} nurtured collaboration 
with our indispensable partners, 
the Commonwealth DCR and 
the Esplanade Association. He 
developed new relationships with 
Boston-area schools, businesses, 
non-profits, and communities, 
always considering accessibility 
and affordability. 

“He built a strong, talented, 
and enthusiastic leadership team. 
He guided Community Boating 
to evolve from a small, informal 
community sailing organization 
that served a few hundred people 
a year to a well-staffed, smoothly 
run community sailing organiza-
tion that serves over 6,000 adults 
and children a year – an industry 
leader in terms of community out-
reach, programming, and opera-
tions. 

“While CBI will evolve with the 
times, our new leadership will be 
building on that tremendous foun-
dation,” wrote Miller.

Miller also lauded Zechel for 
his natural ability “to communi-
cate a strong sense of ‘the joy of 
sailing’  - the sheer fun of it - even 
to folks who have never sailed.”

As for the future of Community 
Boating, Zechel is confident he’s 

leaving the organization in capa-
ble hands.

“My personal feelings are that 
we’re the organization’s in a really 
good place, and that this is a great 
transition time for me,” he said. 
“We have a very talented staff. 
We have a wonderful, dedicated 
volunteer board of directors, and 
we have a lot of people, a lot of 
smart people, thinking about the 
future.”

Community Boating has also 
become a model for programs 
of its kind worldwide as Zehel 
proudly noted.

“It is literally a role model 
around the world for community 
sailing programs,” he said. “Every 
year that I’ve been executive 
director,  I’ve always had some-
one reach out to me. Sometimes 
they’re from the United States, 
but they’re also from Europe, 
from Asia, from South America. 
And a lot of people come in, and 
they want to come and just see 
this because they’ve heard about 
Boston’s Community Boating, 
and they’re thinking about, how 
could they do this at home? And 
so that’s obviously flattering in a 
lot of ways.”

Zechel pointed out how many 
similar organizations have fol-
lowed in the footsteps of Commu-
nity Boating.

“Now, almost every city that’s 
got a harbor or a meaningful river 
has got a community sailing pro-
gram,” he said. “Some of them are 
called ‘Community Boating.’ We 
didn’t trademark the name, and 
quite a lot of them use ‘Sailing for 
All’ as their kind of mission idea. 
I know when I started there were 
some organizations, but today 
there are many organizations, and 
in some way, almost every one of 
them has a little bit of DNA that 
comes back to Boston’s Commu-
nity Boating,  and that is a point 
of pride for us.”

Community Boating is now 

part of a large community of 
like-minded organizations as 
Zechel sees it.

“It fits into our mission of we 
create our community locally, on 
the dock in Boston, but we are 
really very much a member of a 
bigger community that is, like, 
right across the country,” he said. 
“And that’s, that’s a neat feeling, 
that’s a really nice thing to reflect 
on.”

Looking ahead, Zechel believes 
Community Boating must contin-
ue its commitment to creating a 
welcoming environment for every-
one interested in sailing on the 
Charles.

“We also have to take care of 
the DCRs mission,” he added. 
“We have to be a place that every-
one that walks down the Espla-
nade sees our front door and 
wants to go in and see what this 
is all about.

“Come on in,” he said.
On a personal note, Zechel is 

now waiting for the next chapter 
of his life after Community Boat-
ing to commence.

“I have delegated responsibili-
ties for devising appropriate retire-
ment activities to various grand-
children,” said Zechel, adding 
that he might also seek out some 
volunteer opportunities with orga-
nizations closer to home.

And besides sailing and work-
ing on his boat, as well as keeping 
up with the ongoing maintenance 
of his older home, Zechel said 
he’s also been strongly advised he 
needs to get a puppy. He plans on 
indulging in some other new hob-
bies as well - namely playing the 
piano and painting.

“I would love to dabble in pup-
pies, painting, and piano,” said 
Zechel.

A national search is now under-
way to fill Zechel’s position at 
Community Boating.

	

COURTESY OF COMMUNITY BOATING, INC.

Community Boating Inc’s boathouse headquarters on the Charles River Esplanade.
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Introducing a new column enti-
tled “Behind the Counter,” featur-
ing a salesperson, residents or vis-
itors one would likely meet when 
shopping or just browsing around 
the Hill. 

Visitors to Upstairs Downstairs 
Home at 69 Charles Street are 

to be forgiven for doing a double 
take as they step into the store. 
The salesperson greets them, they 
swear they have seen him before, 
somewhere else. Chances are good 
that they are right, and that the 
person in question is a longtime 
Beacon Hill resident Mark Duff-
ield who literally has worked both 
sides of the legendary street for 
years. 

For more than a decade, until 
2019, Duffield co-owned kitch-
enware and gift store Blackstones 
at 40 Charles Street with Jen-
nifer Hill. Today, he helps out 
Upstairs owner Laura Cousineau 
sell antiques, art, and other home 
goods.

“I started working with Laura 
during the pandemic when every-

one was terrified of getting sick,” 
Duffield recalls. No one wanted 
to come to work and risk unnec-
essary exposure. Except him. “I 
had already come close to dying 
twice,” he says almost casually, 
while undergoing treatment for 
heart conditions at Mass Gener-
al Hospital. “I wasn’t scared of 
COVID.” 

Duffield has been behind the 
counter, so to speak, ever since.

After a recent conversation 
with him, in fact, it seems there is 
almost nothing that really scares 
him. His life has been a never-end-
ing adventure, shaped by seren-
dipity, a few good mentors, and 
an open, easy-going and generous 
nature that enables him to connect 
with anyone, and to walk away 
with a story to tell about it all.

“My parents were both adven-
turous in a way,” he says. “My 
mom went to the American 
Embassy in Paris right out of col-
lege and then got transferred to 
Morocco to open up the office in 
Casablanca. My father traveled 
the world in his job at Coca-Co-
la.” His ancestors seem to have set 
the tone years before. “I’m told 
we were the first family to cross 
the Des Moines River and make a 
permanent settlement in what was 
then called the Wisconsin Territo-
ry,” he chuckles.

Duffield’s first foray seems to 
have been in part due to a bad 
hangover. He and some college 

buddies were offered a place to 
stay on Nantucket over Labor 
Day weekend. “This was 1971, I 
think. We loaded up a Volkswagen 
with a case of beer (“don’t ever 
do that!” he advises this reporter, 
midstream). And off we went. It 
was a three-day lost weekend of 
drinking and partying and every-
thing.”  As they went to board 
the ferry at the end of their stay, 
to head home, Duffield hesitated. 
“I was the last one up the ramp 
and for some inexplicable reason, 
I came back down and decided I 
was gonna find my way on Nan-
tucket island.” He laughs at the 
memory.

For almost a year, Duffield 
found work at a small restaurant 
in Nantucket, manning the fryola-
tor and making just enough to get 
by. Luck soon intervened in the 
form of local fisherman Charlie 
Sayles who swung by the eatery 
one day and let it be known he 
was looking for someone to help 
him scallop. “I always say in life 
when we meet some people for the 
first time, something changes. You 

don’t know how or why, it just 
does. I call them change agents. 
And Charlie really was my first 
change agent. He made a hard 
worker out of me.” 

Sayles also provided Duffield 
with a living wage, a place to stay 
that he could return to, and a fam-
ily to become part of (“I became 
his son’s godfather years later,” he 
says with pride.) “That was the 
time when I could blow any money 
I made.” So, when he wasn’t on 
the boat, Duffield says: “I went 
all over the world, living with the 
Masai Tribe in Kenya, crossing 
the Sahara Desert and boating 
down the Amazon for thousands 
of miles. I went out and saw the 
world while I could afford it. I 
wanted to see things and expose 
myself to all these other cultures 
and ideas.” He emphasizes that in 
the late 1970’s, his lifestyle was not 
uncommon for young adults. “We 
were drifters, all of us, looking for 
work, looking for this, looking for 

See COUNTER Page 7

OFF-MARKET  One bedroom condo at The Riverhouse 
with private balcony and extra storage. $660,000

Stunning Back Bay views. Private roof-deck. 
Deeded parking.  $1.4mm 263Beacon.com

OFF-MARKET  Corner building. 11 units. 
 Generational asset. $7mm

109 Mount Vernon St., Boston MA 02108

Brand new restoration. Triplex home.
 4 beds, 5 baths. 2 outdoor spaces. Elevator. 

 $7.5mm

Grand single family restoration.  
Five beds, 8 baths.  Corner building. 3 Parking

 $12.9mm 57Hancock.com

 Beautifully renovated South facing townhome.  
4 bed,5 bath.  Private outdoor space. 

$8.395mm 9Chestnut.com

57 Hancock St.

64 Revere St.

9 Chestnut St.

263 Beacon St #5

71 Mount Vernon St. #1

145 Pinckney St.
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Behind the Counter With Susanne Beck
“Letting them know you are here if you need me.”

A visit with Mark Duffield at Upstairs Downstairs

Mark Duffield
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Wu and BUSP announce White Stadium Advisory Group  
Special to the Times

Last week, Mayor Michelle Wu, 
the City of Boston’s Office of Eco-
nomic Opportunity and Inclusion, 
and Boston Unity Soccer Partners 
(BUSP) announced the formation 
of the White Stadium Supplier 
Diversity Advisory Group. This 
coalition of community leaders 
and small business organizations 
will support the City and BUSP’s 
commitment to awarding 50% of 
all contracting dollars across all 
three phases of the White Stadium 
renovation—design, construction, 
and operations—to local, minori-
ty-owned, and women-owned 
business enterprises (MWBEs). 
The Advisory Group Members are 
as follows:

Andre Barbour, Commissioner, 
Black Men & Boys Commission

J.C. Burton, Commissioner, 
Boston Employment Commission

Edsel Cadet, Pastor, Berea Sev-
enth Day Adventist Church

Katrina Conrad, Board Mem-
ber, Mass. Minority Contractors 
Association

Eric Esteves, Executive Director, 
Boston Main Streets Foundation

Jen Faigel, Executive Director, 
Commonwealth Kitchen

Ron Marlow, VP for Workforce 
Development & Alternative Edu-
cation, ABCD, Inc.

Nicole Obi, President & CEO, 
Black Economic Council of Mas-
sachusetts (BECMA)

Roxanna Sarmiento, Head of 
Marketing & Communications, 
ALX

Norman Stembridge, Co-Chair, 
Roxbury Strategic Master Plan 
Oversight Committee

Rickie Thompson, President, 
Franklin Park Coalition

Robert Wint, President, Boston 
Caribbean American Association

“Boston is built on our local 
business owners and the reno-
vation of White Stadium is an 
exciting opportunity for local eco-
nomic development in the commu-
nity,” said Mayor Michelle Wu. 
“Together with the Boston Unity 
Soccer Partners, we are working 
to ensure our local minority- and 
women-owned businesses are con-
nected to this opportunity early 
and often during all stages of this 
project.”

The White Stadium renovation 
will be a transformational invest-
ment in BPS Athletics and Frank-
lin Park, serving as a hub for youth 
sports, community programming, 
and professional soccer with dra-
matically expanded public access. 
The upgraded complex will feature 
state-of-the-art indoor and out-
door facilities, including modern 
locker rooms, a sports medicine 
suite, a strength and conditioning 
center, a professional grass field, an 
eight-lane track, and community 
event spaces. Previously limited to 
weekday hours of 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
public access will now expand to 
15 hours a day, seven days a week, 
for more than 345 days a year. 
White Stadium will also become 
home to Boston’s new professional 
women’s soccer team, hosting up 
to 20 NWSL game days annually. 

This commitment to reach 50% 
WMBE contracting was one of the 
community goals and benefits the 
City announced when signing the 
lease agreement. 

The new Stadium will be com-
pleted through a dual-construc-
tion model, bringing together two 
design and construction teams 
to deliver a modern, sustainable, 
and accessible facility. This model 
reinforces the need for early coor-
dination, ensuring businesses of all 
sizes and backgrounds can actively 
participate in the renovation pro-
cess. 

Key objectives of the Supplier 
Diversity Advisory Group include: 

Increase access to contracting 
opportunities for minority- and 
women-owned businesses by 
streamlining information and out-
reach.

Support businesses in navigat-
ing procurement processes and 
securing contracts.

Strengthen partnerships with 
local organizations to ensure long-
term economic benefits for local 
communities.

Provide ongoing oversight and 
accountability to track progress 
toward business participation 
goals.

“We are not just setting goals—
we are building real pathways for 
local minority- and women-owned 
businesses to thrive at every stage 
of this project,” said Segun Idowu, 
Chief of Economic Opportunity 
and Inclusion for the City of Bos-
ton. “By leveraging the Supplier 
Diversity Advisory Group’s exper-

tise, we will ensure that local busi-
nesses—both emerging and estab-
lished—have access to meaningful 
opportunities to grow, contribute, 
and be part of the long-term suc-
cess of White Stadium.” 

The City, BUSP, and the Advi-
sory Group will host a series of 
Contracting Opportunity Fairs 
this spring and summer. The first 
will take place Tuesday, March 
18 at the National Center of 
Afro-American Artists at 6:00 
p.m.. The events will introduce 
local contractors to the project 
timeline and procurement pro-
cesses and provide networking 
opportunities with the construc-
tion teams. Businesses interested 
in attending can use this form to 
register.  

Additionally, the City of Bos-
ton will launch a Supplier Diver-
sity Dashboard on its White Sta-
dium project webpage, providing 
updates on MWBE participation 
and progress.

“The inclusive construction 
approach at White Stadium in 
Franklin Park represents Bos-
ton’s commitment to building 
infrastructure that truly serves 
all communities,” said JocCo-
le “JC” Burton, Founder of the 
SRGE Construction Accelerator. 
“By prioritizing diverse business 
participation and neighborhood 
engagement throughout the reno-
vation process, this project sets a 
powerful standard for how urban 
development can create both phys-
ical and economic opportunity 
for historically underrepresented 

stakeholders.”
The partnership with Boston 

Unity Soccer Partners to deliver 
a renovated White Stadium with 
expanded public access hours will 
also bring a range of other com-
munity benefits, such as:

Annual Community Benefits 
Fund: A $500,000 annual contri-
bution, increasing by 3% annual-
ly, to support local organizations 
and initiatives. 

Franklin Park Preservation 
Fund: A $1-per-ticket contribu-
tion from every National Women’s 
Soccer League (NWSL) game to 
fund Franklin Park Action Plan 
projects.

Tree Bank Establishment: The 
planting of more than 500 trees 
within Franklin Park.

Jobs: Estimated creation of 500 
new construction jobs and 300 
new permanent jobs.

BPS partnerships: Scholarships, 
internships, and mentorship with 
the NWSL team to expand career 
pathways for Boston youth.

“From the start, our commit-
ment has been to build more than 
just a stadium—we’re investing 
in the community,” said Jenni-
fer Epstein, Controlling Manager 
of Boston Unity Soccer Partners. 
“The Supplier Diversity Advisory 
Group will help ensure that Bos-
ton’s local businesses are at the 
center of this transformation, cre-
ating real economic opportunities 
that last well beyond game days.”

MassDOT Aeronautics reports successful 
drone medical delivery demonstrations   

Special to the Times

The Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Transportation (Mass-
DOT) Aeronautics  Division has 
announced the successful com-
pletion of flights by three com-
panies, which conducted drone 
medical delivery demonstrations 
transporting packages of up to 10 
pounds. The tests were designed 
to explore and assess the future 
use of drones, Uncrewed  Aircraft 
Systems, (UAS) for small pack-
age delivery, especially for home-
based healthcare and emergency 
medical response in the future.     

The Medical Delivery Demon-
strations occurred between August 
and October of 2024. Participants’ 
drones carried simulated payloads 

for at least one mile, one way, 
demonstrating the future  poten-
tial to transport small packages.     

“This medical delivery demon-
stration underscores the value 
of drones for many operational 
needs,” said Transportation Sec-
retary and CEO Monica Tib-
bits-Nutt. “Drones have already 
proven useful in operations, 
including MBTA track corridor 
inspections, MassDOT Highway 
bridge inspections, overhead proj-
ect evaluations, and other needs. 
We continue to assess  the use of 
drones for other purposes in the 
future.”  

“This demonstration proj-
ect reflects our commitment to 
exploring the use of drones to 

meet critical needs, such as the 
timely, cost-effective delivery of 
supplies and devices for health  
care and emergency management, 
across the Commonwealth,” said  
MassDOT Aeronautics Acting 
Administrator Denise Garcia.    

MassDOT Aeronautics already 
uses drones to improve transpor-
tation safety, including for infra-
structure inspection and incident 
response, supporting MassDOT, 
the Massachusetts Bay Transpor-
tation  Authority (MBTA), and the 
Massachusetts Emergency Man-
agement Agency (MEMA).    

MassDOT Aeronautics  is dedi-
cated to making air transportation 
safer, cleaner, more efficient, and 
more economically advantageous 

for the people, communities, and 
businesses of Massachusetts. 
MassDOT Aeronautics employs 
the highest standards in safety, 
engineering, and financial  man-
agement to regulate and promote 
air transportation in the Com-
monwealth. The Agency oversees 
35 of the State’s 38 public-use 
airports, supports economic devel-
opment and job growth, reduces 
aviation’s environmental impact, 
and explores the introduction of 
advanced aviation systems. The 
Agency’s Drone Operations Pro-
gram  aims to facilitate the adop-
tion and use of Uncrewed Aircraft 
Systems (UA/drones) in the Com-
monwealth in a manner that is 
safe, efficient, and cost effective. 

The Independent Newspaper 
Group reserves the right to 

edit letters for space and 
clarity. The Independent 

Newspaper Group publishes 
columns, viewpoints and 

letters to the editor as 
a forum for readers to 

express their opinions and 
to encourage debate. Please 

note that the opinions 
expressed are not necessarily 

those of The Independent 
Newspaper Group. Text 

or attachments emailed to  
deb@thebostonsun.com are 

preferred. 
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that and everything else.”
What he had not anticipated 

though, was a life-threatening 
situation that shifted his per-
spective and his choice of career. 
Today, Duffield can still recount 
in detail a subsequent boating 
trip in the Florida Keys, crewing 
for a wealthy Nantucket resident. 
An unexpected downturn in the 
weather conditions erupted into 
what Duffield now calls today “a 
perfect storm” with harrowing 
conditions that prompted a rescue 
effort by the Coast Guard. With 
the helicopter being tossed around 
in gale force winds, the boat owner 
made it clear that he was staying 
with his ship, regardless. Duffield 
opted to stay with him while oth-
ers left, if for no other reason than 
loyalty. “He was staying so I did 
too” he says matter-of-factly.

By the time they came to shore, 
Duffield headed north to New 
England, getting off the water and 
landing on Hancock Street on Bea-

con Hill. “I’d explored the world 
so then, I needed to explore myself 
and see what I was capable of 
doing, if anything.” He describes 
his early Hill digs as “a rat-infest-
ed hovel.” “I still walk by it!” he 
chirps. With no relevant skills and 
no money to speak of, he became 
certified as a bartender and started 
volunteering at local radio station 
WGBH (“I wasn’t even a listener 
at the time!”)

Enter Margaret Faulkner, then-
head of institutional development 
for GBH. She had heard about 
Duffield and the many inconceiv-
able tales he had shared with her 
colleagues. She was intrigued. “I 
want to talk to you,” she com-
manded him one morning. “She 
saw something in me,” Duffield 
remembers, “my way with peo-
ple, my ability to tell stories. She 
thought I would be a natural” at 
fundraising and business develop-
ment. Duffield says it was Faulk-
ner (“my second change agent”)  

that caused his life’s trajectory to 
turn again. “She basically pulled 
me out of a gutter and gave me a 
job,” he says gratefully.

With a stable income, a regular 
work schedule, and a permanent 
home perch on Beacon Hill, Duff-
ield’s adventures quickly became 
more of the mind than the body. 
Fifteen years at the public sta-
tion was followed by a new path 
into retail ownership at Black-
stone’s. As if that wasn’t enough, 
he also found the time to pen 
several books including “Tales of 
the Tenth Ornament” a Christ-
mas story based on Beacon Hill 
that was adapted into a play and 
became a successful fundraising 
vehicle for childhood cancer at 
Mass General Hospital.  True to 
form, he also could not say no 
when a friend told him about a 
start-up radio and podcast called 
Talkin’ Birds that was looking 
for an Executive Producer. “Did 
I know anything about birds?” he 
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Wu appoints Dr. Elsie Taveras to the role of Chair of the Boston Board of Health
Special to the Times 

Mayor Michelle Wu has 
appointed Dr. Elsie Taveras as the 
new chairperson of the Boston 
Board of Health and appointed 
Stan McLaren to fill the Board’s 
open seat. Dr. Taveras steps into 
her new role after serving on the 
Board of Health since April 2023. 

“I’m very excited to see Dr. Tav-
eras take on the duties of chair-
person of the Board of Health, 
and I’m confident she’ll continue 
her work to make Boston a safe 
and healthy home for everyone,” 
said Boston Mayor Michelle Wu. 
“I’m also proud to appoint Stan 
McLaren to the Board of Health. 

I believe his experiences working 
with Boston’s most vulnerable res-
idents give him great perspective 
for this role.”   

“I have sincerely appreciated 
Dr. Taveras and Stan McLaren’s 
leadership and am thrilled to have 
them step into new leadership 
roles on the Board of Health,” said 
Dr.  Bisola Ojikutu, Commissioner 
of Public Health for the City of 
Boston. “Both have deep commu-
nity ties and share a commitment 
to addressing health disparities in 
Boston. Their expertise in health 
equity will greatly benefit BPHC 
and the residents of Boston.”  

Elsie  Taveras, MD, MPH is 
the  inaugural Chief Commu-

nity Health and Equity Offi-
cer and Executive Director of 
the Kraft  Center for Community 
Health at Mass General Brigham. 
In this role, she leads system-wide 
strategies to improve the health of 
patients and communities served 
by Mass General Brigham. 

A pediatrician at Mass Gener-
al for Children, Dr. Taveras also 
holds the Conrad Taff Endowed 
Professorship at Harvard Med-
ical School and is a professor in 
the Department of Nutrition at 
the Harvard T.H. Chan School 
of Public Health. Dr. Taveras is 
a leading expert in community 
health, implementation science, 
childhood obesity, maternal-child 

health, and health disparities. Her 
research and community health 
leadership have influenced the 
development of national programs 
to improve health outcomes and 
eliminate inequities for at-risk 
populations. 

“I am deeply honored by Mayor 
Wu’s decision to appoint me chair-
person of the Board of Health,” 
said Dr. Taveras. “I look forward 
to continuing my work with the 
Board of Health and BPHC as 
we strive to make Boston a place 
where everyone can live long, 
healthy, and fulfilling lives.”

Mr. McLaren currently serves 
as the CEO of Boston Health Care 
for the Homeless Program. Previ-

ously, he served as the President of 
Carney Hospital and before that, 
he served as the CEO of Harvard 
Street Neighborhood Health Cen-
ter. Earlier in his career, he worked 
at the Boston Public Health Com-
mission, helping to establish the 
Father Friendly Initiative, a pro-
gram that supports fathers in 
becoming more involved with 
their families and communities.

“I look forward to joining Bos-
ton’s Board of Health and con-
tributing to the Board’s important 
role in creating a Boston where all 
residents have equitable access to 
care,”  said Stan McLaren. “I wel-
come this opportunity to serve my 
community.”  

MAYOR’S CUP 
STREET HOCKEY 
TOURNAMENT   
BEGINS APRIL 21

Mayor Michelle Wu and the 
Boston Parks and Recreation 
Department will once again host 
the Mayor’s Cup Street Hockey 
Tournament in partnership with 
the Boston Bruins Foundation 
during the April Boston Public 
Schools vacation week.

“We’re thrilled to bring back 
the Mayor’s Cup Street Hockey 
Tournament, giving Boston’s 
young athletes a chance to stay 
active and take part in friend-
ly rivalry during April school 
vacation,” said Interim Parks 

and Recreation Commissioner 
Liza Meyer. “With support from 
the Boston Bruins Foundation, 
we’re proud to continue this 
great tradition at Moakley Park 
and look forward to an exciting 
tournament.” 

The Tournament will take 
place Monday, April 21 and 
Tuesday, April 22. All games 
will be played at John “Jackie” 
O’Brien Street Hockey Court 
within Moakley Park on Colum-
bia Road in South Boston. Ad-
ditional support is provided by 
P&G Gillette. 

Teams will compete in five di-
visions: Mite (ages 6 to 8); Squirt 
(ages 9 to 10); Pee Wee (ages 11 
to 12); Girls U8; and Girls U10. 

Please note that pre-registration 
for teams is required with a limit 
of eight teams per regional divi-
sion.

Visit boston.gov/parks-sports 
to register. For more informa-
tion, contact Damien Margardo 
at damien.margardo@boston.
gov, Jennifer Misiaszek at jen-
nifer.misiaszek@boston.gov, or 
call (617) 961-3083.

To stay up to date with news, 
events, and improvements in 
Boston parks, call (617) 635-
4505, visit boston.gov/parks, 
join our email list, and follow 
our social channels @boston-
parksdept on X, Facebook, and 
Instagram.

asks rhetorically. “Of course not!” 
he chuckles. He is still listed on the 
staff list today as Executive Pro-
ducer Emeritus.

When pressed to identify a 
common thread that might run 
through all his many adventures, 
including his current outpost at 
Upstairs Downstairs, Duffield 

doesn’t hesitate. “It’s all about 
people. Listening closely. Learning 
from them. Telling stories. Giv-
ing them space. And letting them 
know you are there if they need 
you.” Visitors to 69 Charles will 
find just that and more.

Susanne Beck is a Beacon Hill 
resident.
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Scenes From Boston’s Annual St. Patrick’s Day ParadeScenes From Boston’s Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Mayor’s Office Photos by Mike MejiaBostonians and state residents from near and farther 

gathered and descended on the South End this past Sunday 

for the annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade hosted by the City 
of Boston each year. 

The weather was fair and spirits high for the annual tra-

dition since 1901.

SEND US 
YOUR NEWS

The Sun encourages residents to submit engagement, wedding and birth announcements, news releases, business and education 
briefs, sports stories and photos for publication. Items should be forwarded to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.

We also encourage readers to e-mail news releases and photos to deb@thebostonsun.com.
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Boston Lyric Opera’S (BLO), 
April details on mainstage produc-
tions, community programs and 
events at BLO’s Opera and Com-
munity Studios in Fort Point. Con-
tact below for photos, interviews, 
press tickets and more.   

Onstage: APR. 4-13
BLO Presents “CAROUSEL” 
Nearly a century after its final 

pre-Broadway tryout at Boston’s 
Colonial Theatre, CAROUSEL 
has become one of the most-be-
loved American theatrical classics 
of all time. In this 80th anniversary 
production, creative visionary and 
BLO Artistic Associate Anne Bog-
art stages a stunning and evocative 

take on this Rodgers & Hammer-
stein gem. Music Director David 
Angus conducts an exceptional 
cast featuring Brandie Sutton as 
Julie Jordan, Edward Nelson as 
Billy Bigelow, Jamie Barton as 
Nettie Fowler, and Anya Mata-
novič as Carrie Pipperidge. April 
4-13, 2025 at Emerson Colonial 
Theatre, 106 Boylston Street in 
Boston. Tickets and information 
here.

Events: Apr. 8 – Free: “Opera 
Innovators” with Jamie Barton  
BLO and Boston Conserva-

tory at Berklee (BoCo) welcome 
Grammy-nominated mezzo-so-

prano (and CAROUSEL cast 
member) Jamie Barton for a mas-
ter class with BoCo students and 
BLO Emerging Artists, part of 
the “Opera Innovators Series” on 
Tue., Apr. 8 @ 7 pm. The series 
engages field leaders in classes, 
discussions and more. Barton is 
among the most popular opera 
singers in the business. Boston 
Conservatory’s Seully Hall, 8 Fen-
way in Boston. Admission FREE; 
details here.

Apr. 16 – Free: Opera Night at 
The BPL “Nature’s Voice”  

Nature has inspired generations 
of composers to write songs cele-
brating its wonder, lamenting its 
decline, and imitating its creatures 
great and small. To honor Earth 
Day and as part of BLO’s “Ris-
ing Waters/Rising Voices” climate 
awareness initiative, BLO presents 
a concert and conversation explor-
ing how composers and perform-
ers translate experiences of nature 
into song. Features BLO Head of 
Music and Chorus Director Brett 
Hodgdon as moderator, sopra-
no Maggie Finnegan, bass-bari-
tone Zizhao Wang, and pianist 
Brendon Shapiro. Apr. 16 @ 
6-7:30pm. Boston Public Library 
Central Branch - Rabb Hall, Cop-

ley Square, Boston. Admission is 
FREE; details here. 

Apr. 17 – Free: Film Screening of 
“Inundation District”  

Co-presented with Midway 
Artist Studios and MASARY Stu-
dios, BLO hosts a free screening 
of David Abel’s film “Inundation 
District,” which takes a stark look 
at the impact of climate change 
and construction on Boston’s Sea-
port neighborhood. After the film 
attendees can stay for a talkback 
about the film’s themes. Apr. 17 @ 
7:30pm; doors open at 7pm. BLO 
Opera + Community Studios, 15 
Channel Center St., Boston. This 
is a free event. 

Apr. 27 – “Arias Aloft: Rising 
Waters, Rising Voices”

A collaboration between Circus 
617, BLO and Opera On Tap Bos-
ton, aligned with BLO’s new initia-
tive to bring climate awareness to 
the forefront, “Arias Aloft: Rising 
Waters, Rising Voices” features 
music and movement inspired by 
humanity’s connection to Earth’s 
waterways. This all-ages show fea-
tures vocal acrobatics and physical 
virtuosity from some of Boston’s 
leading singers and aerialist per-
formers. Apr. 27 @ 3-5pm. BLO 

Opera + Community Studios, 15 
Channel Center St., Boston. Tick-
ets and info here. 

Coming Up: May 3 – Free 
“Noah’s Flood” 

“Noah’s Flood” is based on a 
15th-century play recounting a 
biblical story of one family’s resil-
ience in the face of an earth-shat-
tering storm. Composer Benja-
min Britten wrote the opera after 
experiencing a devastating flood 
in his coastal hometown; nearly 
70 years later, climate change and 
resilience demands a greater spot-
light. Hundreds of Boston-area 
youth sing alongside BLO artists 
for this timely, tour-de-force event. 
Conducted by BLO Music Direc-
tor David Angus, in collaboration 
with Boston Children’s Chorus, 
Boston String Academy, Back Bay 
Ringers, VOICES Boston, Boston 
Recorder Orchestra, Communi-
ty Music Center of Boston, Bos-
ton Symphony Orchestra, New 
England Conservatory Preparato-
ry School and others. Tickets are 
FREE for this May 3 @ 2p per-
formance at Symphony Hall, but 
reservations are required. Details 
here.

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death 

notices will be at a cost of 
$195.00 per paper. 

Includes photo.No word Limit. 
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

ADVERTISE IN THE TIMES
CALL 781-485-0588

Special to the Regional Review

On March 17, Governor Maura 
Healey and First Lady Joanna 
Lydgate visited Boston Children’s 
Hospital, a world leader in pedi-
atric health care, to highlight how 
the Trump Administration’s cuts 
to National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) funding and Congressio-
nal Republicans’ proposal to cut 
Medicaid funding would nega-
tively impact the care that Boston 
Children’s provides to sick chil-
dren and the innovative research 
they conduct to save lives. The 
Governor and First Lady toured 
the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 
(NICU) and Cardiac Intensive 
Care Unit (CICU), where they met 
with clinicians, patients and fam-
ilies. 

“Massachusetts is proud to 
be home to the best health care 
system in the country, and that’s 
because of our incredible hospitals 
like Boston Children’s that deliv-
er lifesaving care and innovative 
research every day. Joanna and I 

greatly appreciated the opportuni-
ty to see this work in action today 
and to talk directly to clinicians 
and families about the importance 
of NIH and Medicaid funding,” 
said Governor Maura Healey. 
“Right now, the Trump Adminis-
tration and Congressional Repub-
licans are trying to gut NIH and 
Medicaid funding, which would 
take away health care from babies, 
pregnant women, seniors and 
people with disabilities and halt 
clinical trials at Boston Children’s 
and institutions across the state. 
These actions will have real harm 
on the health and wellbeing of our 
children and will prevent doctors 
and researchers from doing their 
jobs.” 

“We were deeply inspired by 
the strength and optimism of the 
families at Children’s Hospital, 
who remind us all what’s at stake 
in this moment,” said First Lady 
Joanna Lydgate. “Our children are 
so fortunate to live in a state with 
the best health care in the country 
and to be cared for by amazing 

doctors and nurses at hospitals 
like Boston Children’s. That care 
is at risk right now, and we will do 
everything in our power to protect 
it.”  

“At Boston Children’s, our 
mission is clear – to improve and 
transform the lives of children 
through compassionate care, 
groundbreaking research, and 
unwavering commitment to every 
child, no matter their circum-
stance, because we believe that 
care is a right, not a privilege,” 
said Dr. Kevin Churchwell, Chief 
Executive Officer of Boston Chil-
dren's Hospital. “That conviction 
drives our work every day.” 

"Nearly half of all children 
in Massachusetts rely on Mass-
Health – our state Medicaid and 
Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram – for their health care cov-
erage. It's critically important that 
their access to care continues so 
we can give kids the healthiest pos-
sible start in life," said Secretary of 
Health and Human Services Kate 
Walsh. "Cuts to funding for things 

like medical research and grants 
for graduate medical education 
at children's hospitals are really 
creating a no-win situation, not 
only impacting research teams but 
harming our Massachusetts econ-
omy (which is a net contributor 
to the federal budget), undermin-
ing the US's world leadership in 
medical research, and depriving 
patients and families of life-saving 
innovations." 

Boston Children’s Hospital 
is dedicated to improving and 
advancing the health and well-be-
ing of children around the world 
through its life-changing work in 
clinical care, biomedical research, 
medical education and communi-
ty engagement. Boston Children's 
is ranked the #1 pediatric hos-
pital in the world by Newsweek 
and among best in the nation by 
U.S. News and World Report. 
It is home to the world's largest 
pediatric research enterprise. It 
is the primary pediatric teaching 
hospital for Harvard Medical 
School. Boston Children’s treats 

more children with rare diseases 
and complex conditions than any 
other hospital.  

Boston Children’s is the lead-
ing recipient of pediatric research 
funding from the National Insti-
tutes of Health, with more NIH 
awards than any other children’s 
hospital. They receive more than 
$200 million in NIH funding per 
year, including $230 million in 
2024. The Trump Administra-
tion’s cuts would cut that funding 
in half. 

Congress recently passed a bud-
get resolution that would require 
severe cuts to Medicaid, which 
approximately two million Mas-
sachusetts residents and nearly 
half of the children in the state rely 
on for health care. Approximately 
46 percent of Boston Children’s 
patients are covered by Mass-
Health, including 60 percent of 
patients with the most complex 
medical needs.

Healey visits Boston Children’s Hospital, highlights harm caused by cuts to NIH funding, Medicaid 
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Neighborhood Roundup

BRIMMER STREET   
GARAGE PARKING 
SPOT REPORTEDLY 
SELLS FOR $750,000

A parking spot in at the Brim-
mer Street Garage, just off Storrow 
Drive, recently sold for $750,000, 
the Boston Herald first reported.

The garage offers “conve-
nient services such as refueling, 
car washing, and other concierge 
options,” according to  Cabot & 
Company’s real estate listing.

WEST END MUSEUM                            
TO SPONSOR            
UPCOMING LECTURE

The West End Museum. locat-
ed at 150 Staniford St., Suite 7, 
will offer ‘Conversations With… 
Alexander Ludwig, Ph.D.,’ on 
Thursday, March 27, from 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. 

At this time, Beacon Hill Vil-
lage and The West End Museum 
will welcome Berklee College of 
Music Professor Alexander Lud-
wig, Ph.D., to present on the his-
tory of film music. Ludwig teaches 
topics in music history, ranging 
from Mahler and Schoenberg in 
fin-de-siècle Vienna to the Beatles 
in countercultural America. His 
main focus is the history of film 
music, which is also the topic of 
his book, ‘Hearing Death at the 
Movies: Film Music and the Long 
History of the Dies Irae.’

Visit  https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/conversations-with-alexan-
der-ludwig for more information 
and tickets.

PRESCOTT HOUSE   
UPCOMING EVENT 
AND TOURS

The William Hickling Prescott 
House at 55 Beacon St. is hosting 
a public event, ‘Bundle Up! 100 
Years of Outerwear,’ on Friday 
March 21, from 6 to 7 p.m. 

This hour will be filled with 
costume collection highlights 
that would be used to keep warm 
from the 1820s through the 1920s 
from the costume collection at the 
Prescott House.

Tickets range from $8-$18, and 
can be purchased at https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/bundle-up-tick-
ets-1253355172059	

Also, the Prescott House will be 
offering First Friday Tours from 10 
a.m.  to 2 p.m. on the first Friday 
of the month starting in March. 
Tickets can be purchased on site, 
and no reservations are needed. 

Visit https://nscdama.org/prop-
erties/william-hickling-prescott-
house/ for more information.

BOSTON WARD 5  

DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS 
SET FOR APRIL 5 AT 
OLD SOUTH CHURCH

On Saturday, April 5, beginning 
at 9 a.m. sharp, the Boston Ward 
5 Democratic Committee will host 
the 2025 Boston Ward 5 Demo-
cratic Caucus to elect delegates 
and alternates for the 2025 Massa-
chusetts Democratic Convention, 
which will be held on Saturday, 
Sept. 13, at the MassMutual Cen-
ter I Springfield.   

The Boston Ward 5 Democratic 
Caucus will take place at the Old 
South Church, 645 Boylston St., in 
Copley Square.  The doors open at 
8:30 a.m. and you must register in 
person to participate in the Caucus 
by no later than 9 a.m. 

The Boston Ward 5 Demo-
cratic Caucus is open to the pub-
lic.  However, only those persons 
who reside in Boston Ward 5 and 
have previously registered to vote 
as Democrats, or are 16 years of 
age by Saturday March 29, and 
have pre-registered to vote as 
Democrats, will be eligible to par-
ticipate and vote and be elected as 
delegates, or alternates, during the 
Caucus.  

Boston Ward 5 includes Bea-
con Hill, Back Bay, Bay Village, 
Fenway and parts of Chinatown 
and the South End.  You can check 
your voter registration status (and 
whether you live in Ward 5) on 
the Secretary of State’s website at: 
www.sec.state.ma.us/VoterRegis-
trationSearch/MyVoterRegStatus.
aspx.

ATHENAEUM,                            
WELCOMES                  
AUSTRALIAN JOURNALIST                      
MICHAEL VISONTAY     
ON APRIL 7

The Boston Athenaeum, locat-
ed at 10½ Beacon St., will host 
Australian journalist Michael 
Visontay, who will discuss his new 
book ‘Noble Fragments’ on Mon-
day, April 7, at 6 p.m.

‘Noble Fragments’ tells the 
story of Gabriel Wells, a New York 
bookseller who committed a crime 
against history when he broke 
up the world’s greatest book, the 
Gutenberg Bible, and sold it off in 
individual pages. A century later, 
Michael Visontay stumbled upon 
a mysterious legal document that 
linked Wells to his own family. 

Part detective story and part 
memoir, ‘Noble Fragments’ is an 
expedition into the arcane world 
of book collectors and their eccen-
tric passions, and a journey of 
discovery about how Wells’s gam-
ble set off a chain of events that 
changed a family’s destiny.

This is a ticketed event. Athe-

naeum members and their guests 
can attend at no cost. Visitor tick-
ets are $20 and include first-floor 
admission.

 For more information, https://
events.bostonathenaeum.org/en/
author-talk-or-michael-visontay-
noble-fragments-5a2KUm449bt/
overview.

FREE LESSONS IN 
AMERICAN MAHJONG 
OFFERED AT WEST 
END BRANCH LIBRARY

The Friends of the West End 
Library will be offering lessons in 
American Mahjong to new and 
experienced players at no cost. 

The group meets on Wednes-
days at 1:30 p.m., on the second 
and fourth Wednesdays of each 
month in the Community Room 
of the West End Branch Library, 
151 Cambridge St. 

To sign up or for more infor-
mation, email Audrey Tedeman 
(artedeman@gmail.com) or Julia 
Forbes (jmaforbes@gmail.com).

DUCK BOAT PULL 
TO BENEFIT YOUTH 
SPORTS SET FOR 
APRIL 12 AT COMMON

The Boston Parks and Recre-
ation Department’s first annual 
Duck Boat Pull is set to take place 
on Saturday, April 12, at Boston 
Common. 

This one-of-a-kind fundraiser, 
hosted in partnership with Boston 
Duck Tours, will challenge teams 
of 10 to race against the clock as 
they pull a 21,000-pound duck 
boat across a designated course on 
Boston Common—all in support 
of Boston’s free youth sports and 
fitness programs.

	 Teams of 10 participants 
ages 16 and up will compete to pull 
one of Boston’s iconic duck boats 
across the finish line in the fastest 
time. In order to participate, each 
team is required to make a $1,000 
donation, $100 per person, which 
will go directly toward funding 
Boston Parks and Recreation’s 
free youth sports programs. These 
programs include leagues, tourna-
ments, and fitness initiatives that 
foster healthy lifestyles and pro-
vide opportunities for young peo-
ple to stay active. In 2024, these 
free programs served over 20,000 
young people in Boston. 

Award-winning WCVB Chan-
nel 5 sports reporter and produc-
er Alexis Beckett will emcee the 
event.

To register your team, select a 
Team Captain and visit boston.
gov/duck-boat-pull. The registra-
tion deadline is March 26, and 
teams are encouraged to sign up 

early to guarantee their spot.
Businesses and organizations 

can also get involved by sponsor-
ing the event. Sponsors who sign 
up by March 21 will have their 
logos prominently displayed in 
event materials and signage. For 
more information or sponsorship 
inquiries, contact Tiffany Clark 
at Tiffany.Clark@boston.gov or 
(617) 233-2305.

To stay up to date with news, 
events, and improvements in Bos-
ton parks, visit Boston.gov/Parks, 
join its email list, and follow its 
social channels @bostonparksdept 
on X, Facebook, Instagram, and 
now Bluesky.

UPCOMING EVENTS  
AT THE ATHENAEUM

The Boston Athenaeum, locat-
ed at 10½ Beacon St., will offer 
an Author Talk with Susan Dack-
erman on Thursday, March 20, at 
6 p.m.

At this time, art historian 
Dackerman will discuss her new 
book, ‘Dürer’s Knots,’ on the art 
of Albrecht Dürer. In this beauti-
fully illustrated book, Dackerman 
provides new readings of three of 
the artist’s most enigmatic print 
projects—Sea Monster, Knots, and 
Landscape with Cannon—situ-
ating them within historical con-
texts that reflect productive col-
laborations between Christendom 
and Islam, from the artistic and 
commercial to the ideological and 
political. Susan Dackerman casts 
Dürer’s art in an entirely new light, 
focusing on prints that portray 
cooperation between the Muslim 
and Christian worlds rather than 
conflict and war, enabling us to 
better understand early modern 
Europe through its visual culture.

Tickets are free for members 
and their guests, and $20 for visi-
tors. Visit https://events.bostonath-
enaeum.org/en-US/4W52KhR7/
author-talk-or-susan-dackerman-
durers-knots /overview to register 
and for more information on the 
event.

The Athenaeum will offer an 
Author Talk with Juliet Carey 
and Abigail Green on Wednesday, 
March 26, at 6 p.m.

At this time, Carey, senior 
curator at the Waddesdon Manor 
in the UK, and Oxford historian 
Abigail Green will lead a con-
versation exploring the world of 
Jewish country houses, their archi-
tecture and collections, and the 
lives of the extraordinary men and 
women who created, transformed 
and shaped them. Jewish Country 
Houses emerges from a four-year 
research project funded by the UK 
Arts and Humanities Research 
Council that aims to establish 

Jewish country houses as a focus 
for research, a site of European 
memory, and a significant aspect 
of European Jewish heritage and 
material culture.

Tickets are free for members 
and their guests, and $20 for visi-
tors. Visit https://events.bostonath-
enaeum.org/en-US/4W52KhR7/
author-talk-or-juliet-carey-and-ab-
igail-green-jewish-country-hous-
es-/overview to register and for 
more information on the event.

The Athenaeum will offer Salon 
Series: ‘The Art and Life of Fran-
cesca Alexander,’ with Jacqueline 
Marie Musacchio, on Monday, 
March 31, at 6 p.m.

At this time, Wellesley College 
Professor of Art, Musacchio, will 
discuss the intersections of women 
and art from the Renaissance to 
the early twentieth century. This 
talk is based on her recently pub-
lished book, ‘The Art and Life of 
Francesca Alexander,’ which relies 
in part on manuscripts by Frances-
ca in the collection of the Athenae-
um. 

Francesca Alexander and her 
parents moved from Boston to 
Florence in 1853 and became part 
of a thriving international commu-
nity. She was a largely self-taught 
artist, and both her art and writing 
focused on Italians and Italian life.

Tickets are free for members 
and their guests, and $20 for visi-
tors. Visit https://events.bostonath-
enaeum.org/en-US/4W52KhR7/
salon-series-or-the-art-and-life-of-
francesca-alexander/overview to 
register and for more information 
on the event.

The Athenaeum will offer an 
Author Talk with Charan Ranga-
nath on Tuesday, April 1, at 6 p.m.

At this time, pioneering neu-
roscientist and psychologist Ran-
ganath will join the Athenaeum 
to discuss his new book, ‘Why 
We Remember,’ which radically 
reframes the way we think about 
the everyday act of remember-
ing.  Combining accessible lan-
guage with cutting-edge research, 
the book reveals the surprising 
ways our brains record the past 
and how we use that information 
to understand who we are in the 
present, and to imagine and plan 
for the future. Including fascinat-
ing studies and examples from pop 
culture, and drawing on Ranga-
nath’s life as a scientist, father, and 
child of immigrants,.

Tickets are free for members 
and their guests, and $20 for visi-
tors. Visit https://events.bostonath-
enaeum.org/en-US/4W52KhR7/
author-talk-or-charan-ranganath-
why-we-remember-5a2KUm3r-
yE1/overview to register and for 
more information on the event.

Healey visits Boston Children’s Hospital, highlights harm caused by cuts to NIH funding, Medicaid 
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On Thursday March 13, Bos-
ton Logan unveiled two new 
championship banners in JetBlue’s 
Terminal C. The New England 
Free Jacks, Greater Boston’s pro-
fessional rugby team, joined Mass-
port and Delta (the team’s airline 
sponsor) to hang their champion-
ship banners in the Celebration 
of Champions exhibit above the 
security checkpoint.

After securing back-to-back 

Major League Rugby titles in 
2023 and 2024, the Free Jacks 
take their place alongside other 
championship-winning teams in 
the region. This exhibit highlights 
New England’s rich sports culture, 
showcasing the achievements of its 
professional teams.

The team has their first home 
game this Saturday at Veterans 
Memorial Stadium starting at 2 
pm.

NEW ENGLAND FREE JACKS, MASSPORT, DELTA CELEBRATE 
TEAM’S NEW CHAMPIONSHIP BANNERS

Shown are the Free Jacks with trophies. Back row: General Manager Tom Kindley, Founder Alex Magleby, 
Founder Errik Anderson, co-owner Joel Bobbett, Delta representative Candice Stover, and Dave Ishihara 
(Massport). Front: Players Kyle Ciquera and Ben LeSage. 

Boston Logan unveiled two new championship banners in JetBlue’s 
Terminal C. The New England Free Jacks, joined Massport and Delta.
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Special to the Times

The Institute of Contemporary 
Art/Boston (ICA) is pleased to 
announce Sarah Sze (b. 1969, Bos-
ton, MA) as the inaugural recipient 
of its new Meraki Artist Award. 
Widely recognized for expanding 
the boundaries between painting, 
sculpture, video, and installation, 
Sze’s work blends the intimate 
with the monumental, precision 
with chaos, and the physical with 
the digital. Her intimate paintings 
and large-scale installations and 
public works challenge percep-
tions of space, time, and scale, 
making her one of the most com-
pelling artists of our time.

"It's a huge honor to be the 
first recipient of the Meraki Art-
ist Award and I'm inspired by the 
dedication to love, care, and art 
that the award stands for,” said 
Sze.

Generously funded by Fotene 
Demoulas, the $100,000 award 
celebrates the artistic achieve-
ments of women artists and their 
impact on the field of contempo-
rary visual art. Sze will accept the 
Meraki Artist Award at the muse-
um’s annual Women’s Luncheon 
on May 5, 2025.

“I am honored to collaborate 
with the ICA to spotlight the pas-
sion and presence that women 
visual artists bring to their prac-
tice through the Meraki Artist 
Award,” said Demoulas. “I want 
to offer heartfelt congratulations 
to Sarah, whose innovate work 
inspires us to see the world in new 
ways.”

“In Greek, the word mera-
ki means to pour your soul into 
something, and I can think of no 
better way to describe Fotene’s 

longstanding support of artists 
and the ICA,” said Jill Medvedow, 
Ellen Matilda Poss Director of the 
ICA. “The generosity of this award 
is echoed in the open spirit and 
artistic expansiveness of Sarah’s 
work. We are thrilled to recognize 

Sarah as the inaugural recipient of 
the Meraki Artist Award and to 
celebrate her important contribu-
tions to art and culture.”

An exhibition of works prom-
ised to the ICA by Fotene and 
Tom Coté will go on view at the 

museum in January 2026. Reflect-
ing their longtime support of art-
ists at every stage of their career 
through exhibitions, publications, 
and museum acquisitions, the 
exhibition features work by 20 
artists including Charlene von 
Heyl, Deana Lawson, Deborah 
Roberts, Diedrick Brackens, Laura 
Owens, Lynette Yiadom-Boakye, 
Mickalene Thomas, Njideka 
Akunyili Crosby, Olga de Ama-
ral, and Sarah Sze. The artworks 
reflect multiple generations, styles, 
media, and thematic concerns, 
exemplifying a sustained interest 
in formal and material complexity 
and a steadfast belief in the singu-
lar perspectives that artists con-
tribute to the world.

Sarah Sze gleans objects and 
images from worlds both physical 
and digital, assembling them into 

complex multimedia works that 
shift scale between microscopic 
observation and macroscopic per-
spective on the infinite. A peerless 
bricoleur, Sze moves with a light 
touch across proliferating media. 
Her dynamic, generative body of 
work spans sculpture, painting, 
drawing, printmaking, video, and 
installation while always address-
ing the precarious nature of mate-
riality and grappling with matters 
of entropy and temporality.

Born in Boston, Sze earned a 
BA from Yale University in 1991 
and an MFA from the School of 
Visual Arts, New York, in 1997. 
While still in graduate school, 
she challenged the very nature of 
sculpture, at MoMA PS1 in New 
York, by burrowing into the walls 
of the building, creating sculptural 
portals 
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MADNESS

Staff Report

Bishop Robert Brown, 
Senior Pastor of Zion 
Church Ministries’ 17th 
Annual Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Schol-
arship Breakfast, sched-
uled for Monday, Jan. 17, 
2022, has been canceled 
due to the recent outbreak 
of COVID-19 cases in the 
area.

The breakfast in honor 
of the Rev. Dr. King, the 
outstanding civil rights 
leader and orator, had 
been planned for Monday 
morning at the Edward G. 
Connelly Center.

“We decided to cancel 
the breakfast because of 
the COVID situation,” 
Bishop Brown said Tues-
day. “The COVID cases 
just kept going up and 

people were getting ner-
vous, and I can understand 
that. We are going to try to 
do an event virtually, like-
ly on the following Sun-
day [Jan. 23]. 

Bishop Brown said the 
MLK Breakfast was can-
celed for the second year 
in a row due to COVID. 
The last Zion Ministries’ 
MLK Breakfast was held 
in January, 2020.

Special to the Independent

Law Enforcement Lead-
ers to Reduce Crime and 
Incarceration (LEL) has 
announced that Middlesex 
Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian 
– a founding member – has 
joined the group’s execu-
tive board.

LEL was established in 
2015 with a goal of iden-
tifying and implementing 
solutions to reduce both 
crime and incarceration 
through a focus on four 
primary areas including in-
creasing alternatives to ar-
rest and prosecution (espe-
cially for mental health and 
drug treatment); strength-
ening community-law en-
forcement ties; reforming 
mandatory minimums; and 
restoring balance to crimi-
nal laws.

LEL is comprised of 
over 200 current and for-
mer police chiefs, sheriffs, 
federal and state prosecu-
tors, attorneys general and 
correctional officials from 

all 50 states.
“At the Middlesex Sher-

iff’s Office, we work side-
by-side with community 
leaders and local organi-
zations as well as our state 
and federal partners to en-
hance public safety through 
innovative and cutting-edge 
data-driven initiatives,” 
said Sheriff Koutoujian.  
“I am honored to join Law 
Enforcement Leaders as an 
executive board member. I 
look forward to highlight-
ing not only the work we 
are doing at the MSO, but 

lifting up the efforts of our 
colleagues across the nation 
to enhance public safety, 
strengthen police-commu-
nity relations and improve 
outcomes for justice-in-
volved individuals and their 
families.”

Sheriff Koutoujian, re-
tired Seattle Police Chief 
Carmen Best and current 
Ramsey County (MN) At-
torney John J. Choi join 
current executive board 
members including former 
Boston Police Commis-
sioner Kathleen O’Toole to 
form the new board.

“Law Enforcement 
Leaders is thrilled to wel-
come three new members—
Sheriff Peter Koutoujian, 

Chief Carmen Best (Ret.), 
and Ramsey County Attor-
ney John J. Choi—to the 
Executive Board,” said Ex-
ecutive Director Ronal Ser-
pas.  “Each member brings 
a unique law enforcement 
perspective and will draw 
from decades of experience 
and leadership in their re-
spective fields. Together, 
they will strengthen the 
Board and spearhead LEL 
as it seeks to fulfill its mis-
sion to reduce crime and 
mass incarceration.”

To learn more about Law 
Enforcement Leaders to 
Reduce Crime & Incarcera-
tion, its goals and members, 
please visit lawenforce-
mentleaders.org.
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TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 
King Holiday on Monday 

January 17, 2022,
Trash will be delayed by 

one day
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

The Independent Newspaper Group 
Offices will be closed on

MONDAY, JANUARY 17
in observation of 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
JR. DAY

The office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

EVERETT IN THE SNOW

The signs says Welcome to Everett, it wasn’t meant for the snow last Friday. See page 8 for more snow photos.

Not many bike rentals last Friday.

The monument of Lt. 
Joseph Wehner WWI U.S. 
Army watches over Everett 
as the snow falls last Friday 
morning.

Shoveling snow is a ritual in New England, everyone can do without. Everett residents clearing their vehicles off early on Friday to begin the day.

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Breakfast is 
canceled due to COVID

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian joins Executive Board of Law Enforcement Leaders to Reduce Crime and Incarceration

Sheriff Peter J. Koutoujian.
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By Stephen Quigley

The recently-inaugurat-
ed City Council was ready 
to start its business for the 
New Year with all council-
ors present at the January 
10 meeting.

The problem of the 
growing number of tents 
and homeless encamp-
ments near Santilli Circle 
had the councilors more 
than a little concerned.

Ward 3 Councilor An-
thony DiPierro, one of the 
sponsors of a motion ask-
ing representatives from 
the city’s Inspectional 
Services Dept. (ISD) and 
from the Police Dept. to 
come to the council to dis-
cuss the issue, cautioned 
his fellow members that 
this encampment was near 
a school and “it could get 
worse.”

Ward 1 Councilor 
Wayne Matewsky echoed 
this concern, recalling the 
fire last year at the en-
campment area and noting 
that the encampment is 
just down the street from 
the $3 billion dollar casi-
no. 

“We cannot just throw 
them out, but we have to 
do something,” said Coun-
cilor at Large Richard 
Dell Isola, adding that he 
and his son have brought 
down supplies for those 
living there. “They are on 
state property, but this is 
our city.”

The council then voted 
to refer the motion to the 
Public Safety Committee 
and requested representa-
tives from the ISD and the 
Police Dept. to appear.

The controversial mat-

ter of compensation and 
longevity pay for the of-
fice of the mayor once 
again was discussed by 
the council.

Ward 2 Councilor 
Stephanie Martins spon-
sored a motion that the 
issue be discussed at a 
special meeting of the 
council, which is formally 
known as a Committee of 
the Whole.

“We should put politics 
aside and talk about the 
compensation of the office 
of mayor now and in the 
future,” said Martins, who 
added that at this meeting 
all compensation should 
be discussed, as well as 
taking into consideration 
the compensations of 
mayors and city managers 
in other communities.

“I have no problem 
with the salary of the may-
or, but with the longevity 
section,” said Councilor at 
Large Michael Marchese, 
who voiced the view that 
the issue does not need 
a special meeting of the 
Committee of the Whole, 
but should be discussed 
right now.

However, Martins 
countered by stating that 
a special meeting would 
be beneficial and will pro-
vide an opportunity for the 
council to go into depth on 
the question since there 
will be no other matters 
before the councilors.

“This issue has been 
kicked around,” said 
Matewsky, who also noted 
that whatever the council 
does, the new regulations 
will not take effect for 

Everett City Council 
addresses homeless 
encampment

See COUNCIL Page 2

vironments. In addition to Colombia’s vibrant cul-ture, colors, sounds and dense natural scenery. For this mural at Ashley and Boardman, Ortiz took both of these factors and put them down taking nature’s elements from Eastie.This is not the first time Redgate has com-missioned local artists for work in the commu-nity. The developer hired cross-medium artist Mia Cross also created a dra-

matic interior painting which is the signature feature of Addison Street project’s lobby.  Cross, a Boston-based artist who is originally from Framingham – has been featured in numer-ous galleries and exhibits throughout New England and New York, and her work lives in private col-lections throughout Eu-rope and the United States. 
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By John Lynds

Anyone who lives in Orient Heights knows the area near the Marty Pino Community Center where Ashley Street dumps out onto Boardman can be a dangerous area for pedes-trians and motorists. With a community cen-ter and neighboring Noyes Park hosting hundreds of children each week once the weather gets warm the city has heard enough complaints about the in-tersection to begin trying something different. Since last March the Boston Transportation Department has deployed 

a host of different traffic calming measures includ-ing installing permanent traffic cones to demon-strate the city’s plan to transform the triangular intersection into a more user friendly area for mo-torists and pedestrians. Recently, Redgate, the developers of the 230-unit apartment community on Addison Street, teamed up with the City of Bos-ton’s Tactical Urbanism Initiative to create a safer intersection at Ashley and Boardman streets.Redgate commissioned celebrated Colombian art-ist Felipe Ortiz to turn the portion of the troubled in-

tersection within the traf-fic cones into a work of art. 
Ortiz’s now completed mural incorporates imag-ery of native wildlife from Belle Isle Marsh into a public art piece for all to enjoy while drawing atten-tion to the traffic calming measures that have been deployed by the city. The commissioning of Ortiz was part of a com-munity benefits mitigation package in connection with Redgate’s Addison Street project and was funded through the Addi-son project in collabora-tion with the tactical ur-banism initiative 

“The place we have created at Addison is very welcoming and hopefully inspiring to the artist com-munity, and these won-derful pieces of public art reflect that idea,” said Da-mian Szary, a Principal at Redgate. “Felipe’s street mural not only has created great beauty for all of East Boston to appreciate, but it will actually contribute to improved public safety at the Ashley and Boardman intersection.”Ortiz’s unique murals are a fusion of artistic themes representing the urban scenery from the U.S., its vast landscape, and fast-paced urban en-

Celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turns Eastie intersection into work of art

This aerial view shows how celebrated Colombian artist Felipe Ortiz turned the intersection at Ashley and Boardman Streets into a work of art. 

By John Lynds

Last week the Boston Licensing Board approved plans for a new ‘pan-Latin’ restaurant on the corner of Border and Decatur Street inside a commercial space created by NOAH (East Boston Neighborhood of Affordable Housing) as part of its Coppersmith Village project. According to the pro-posal before the Licensing Board last week, Pearl & Lime Restaurant, which will be managed and part-ly owned  by lifelong East-ie resident Vanik Hacopi-an, plans to obtain a seven day all alcoholic license for the planned 3,626 square foot restaurant. At-torney Andrew Upton told the board his clients plan to create 3,071 square feet inside and an additional 555 square foot season-al outdoor patio with 40 seats. Upton said the patio would close by 10 a.m. but the indoor portion of the restaurant would remain open until 1 a.m. “Pearl and Lime is a fresh pan-Latin concept with neighborhood price points and a commit-

ment to being part of the community,” said Upton. “Fresh food and a com-fortable modern atmo-sphere and decor will be the calling cards of this new neighborhood restau-rant. The character and fitness of this applicant is clear. This is the team that’s behind Pearl and Lime in Quincy and are a family friendly, fresh pan-Latin concept that has become a neighborhood fixture and has had no vio-lations or complaints from their neighbors. They’ve proven this concept and are excited about this East Boston location. Further their landlord, NOAH, has chosen this team due to their sensitivity to the res-idents, the neighbors and the community.”The planned restaurant approved last week re-ceived support from City Councilor Lydia Edwards and Rep. Adrian Madaro as well as the Maverick Square Neighborhood As-sociation (MSNA). 

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in East Boston and the rest of the First Suffolk & Middlesex district went to the polls and elected City Councilor Lydia Edwards to serve as their next state senator. Once sworn in Edwards will become the first woman and the first person of color to repre-sent the district.  “I am grateful to the people of Boston, Cam-bridge, Revere and Win-throp for sending me to Beacon Hill to fight for our communities,” said Senator-Elect Edwards. “I know how to fight for what you believe in, build a movement and win, and I am looking forward to continuing the work in the state house. When in 2014 we passed the Domestic Workers Bill of Rights, we showed the world that nannies and house clean-ers can write laws: they know as workers, as wom-en, as immigrants and people of color, about the 

dignity they deserve and they know when our gov-ernment needs to do more to guarantee their rights 

and wellbeing.”Edwards continued, “Like so many in our communities, I know what 

it’s like to be unable to af-ford school lunch, to lose a job and panic about next month’s rent, to live each day breathing in air pol-lution and to worry about tomorrow as the sea levels continue to rise. Together, with our pain and purpose, we will fight for laws and the social conditions that protect people, communi-ties and our planet. I am excited for the journey ahead.”
The election took place across the district during Tuesday’s frigid state gen-eral election and included Wards and Precincts in Eastie, Revere, Witnrh-jtop, the North End, Bea-con Hill, Bay Village, Chinatown, the South End and Cambridgeport. With no Republican challenger on the ballot Edwards’s win was all but guaranteed Tuesday. 

Edwards defeated Re-vere School Committee member Anthony D’Am-brosio during the Decem-

City Councilor Edwards becomes Senator-elect Edwards
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Boston Licensing Board approves new restaurant

See EDWARDS Page 2

See LICENSING Page 2

Eastie resident Vanik Hacopian talks about his new restaurant concept at last week’s Licensing Board hearing.

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

By Cary Shuman

The Rev. Patrick Fran-
cis Healy, the beloved 
chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for several 
years, died Wednesday at 
Cambridge Hospital. He 
was 100 years old.

The Rev. Healy grew up 
in Charlestown and gradu-
ated from Boston English 
in 1939. He served in the 
United States Armed Forc-
es for 23 years, with stops 
in Japan, Germany, South 
Korea, and two tours of 
duty in Vietnam. He was 
the recipient of three 
Bronze Stars and the ‘V’ Device for heroism and 

valor.
Mr. Healy was ordained 

to the priesthood on June 
2, 1947, one day after his 
26th birthday. He served as 
the chaplain of the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home for more 
than two decades, becom-
ing a source of inspiration 
for his fellow veterans 
who were residents of the 
Soldiers’ Home. He pre-

By Adam Swift

Even as vaccination 
rates have topped 80 per-
cent in the city and the 
pandemic nears the two-
year mark, Covid-19 con-
tinues to leave its mark 
in Chelsea and across the 
country.

Recently, City Manager 
Tom Ambrosino provided 
an update to residents on 
new Covid-19 procedures 
and what they can con-
tinue to do to keep them-
selves and their family 
and neighbors safe.

“We are in the midst of 
a surge of the new highly 
transmissible, but less se-
vere Omicron variant of 
the Covid-19 virus,” said 
Ambrosino. “The Centers 
for Disease Control and 
the Massachusetts De-
partment of Public Health 
have adopted new rules to 

address this variant and 
to allow the public to end 
isolation and quarantine 
and allow people to re-
turn to the workplace in a 
quicker fashion. In many 
cases, these rules are more 
lenient and less dependent 
upon testing and far more 
accommodating to people 
who are fully vaccinated 
with the available booster 
shot.”

Ambrosino said every-
one is strongly encour-
aged to get vaccinated 
and receive the available 
boosters as soon as they 
are eligible.

The new state and na-
tional guidelines, he said, 
fall into three categories.

The first is for those 
who test positive for 
Covid. Ambrosino said 
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TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the 
holiday, trash will 

be delayed by 
one day. 

Trash will be delayed 
by one day due to the 

Martin Luther King 
Holiday on 
January 17

 APPECIATION

See COVID Page 3

By Adam Swift

The city’s ARPA Com-
munity Advisory Com-
mittee should have rec-
ommendations on how 
Chelsea can best spend 
$15 million in federal re-
lief funds by the end of the 
winter.

“The ARPA Commit-
tee, following the holi-
days, will be resuming its 
meetings and will help 
determine how best to 
spend about $15 million in 
funds provided to the city 
by the federal government 
in the American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021 after get-
ting information from the 
community over the past 

few months and over the 
next two months,” said 
City Manager Thomas 
Ambrosino. “The com-
mittee is expected to make 
recommendations to the 
city about the best way to 
spend the money, proba-
bly some time toward the 
end of February or early 
March.”

The 20-member com-
mittee is tasked with mak-
ing recommendations for 
spending approximately 
$15 million of the $40 in 
ARPA funds and began 
meeting last September.

The specific organiza-
tions that get the money 

By Adam Swift

The City Council and 
School Committee will 
meet on Monday, Feb. 7 
to select two new School 
Committee members.

The vacant seats are in 
Districts 4 and 5. In Dis-
trict 4, there was no can-
didate on the ballot for 

the municipal election in 
November, and no write-
in candidates garnered the 
necessary number of votes 
to be declared the winner.

In District 5, incumbent 
School Committee mem-
ber Henry Wilson, who is 
facing legal issues, was on 
the ballot, but declined to 
take the seat, according to 

City Solicitor Cheryl Wat-
son-Fisher.

There were also no 
candidates on the ballot 
in District 3, but former 
District 3 City Councillor 
Naomi Zabot mounted a 
successful write-in cam-
paign to take the seat.

Anyone who lives in 
District 4 or 5 (as deter-

mined by the district lines 
in the 2021 election) can 
drop off a resume in the 
City Council or school 
administration offices or 
email fmelara@chelsea-
ma.gov or vdyer-medi-
na@chelseama.gov. The 
deadline for applications 
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CHELSEA IN THE SNOW

Chelsea Square was deserted during the snowfall on Friday. See page 5 for more snow scenes.

Friday morning Chelsea residents awoke to the task of cleaning snow off their cars to start the day. Chelsea City Hall covered with the first snow fall of 2022.

City Manager gives update 
on latest Covid procedures

Committee nearing decision 
on use of federal relief funds

School Committee member candidates wanted

Staff Report

The Chelsea Record 
interviewed GreenRoots’ 
dynamic executive direc-
tor, Roseann Bongiovanni, 
about the organization’s 
work in 2021 and its goals 
for 2022.

GreenRoots is a com-
munity-based organization 
dedicated to improving 
and enhancing the urban 
environment and public 
health in Chelsea and sur-
rounding communities.

Following are Green-
Roots Executive Director 

Roseann Bongiovanni’s 
responses:

In respect to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
was it a challenging year 
for GreenRoots?

 Yes, 2021 continued to 
be a challenging year for 
GreenRoots as it was for 
the whole city.  But we did 
see hope and celebration 
in a way that we did not 
in 2020.  Throughout this 
past year, we continued to 
support the City’s emer-
gency food distribution 
hub with the purchase of 
supplies and equipment to 
run their facility; we pro-
vided Chelsea residents 
with cash assistance for 
COVID-related needs; and 
our Health Equity Corps 
and Vaccine Ambassadors 

worked diligently to get 
Chelsea folks vaccinated.  
Together with the Chelsea 
Black Community, La Co-
laborativa and the City of 
Chelsea, our multi-lingual, 
intergenerational vaccine 
ambassadors helped to get 
our vaccination rates well 
over 85%.  This is some-
thing we all are incredibly 
proud of. 

 In addition to our 
COVID-related work, 
we are celebrating some 
major victories this year 

An interview with GreenRoots Executive Director Roseann Bongiovanni

Roseann Bongiovanni.

See BONGIOVANNI Page 3

See FUNDS  Page 6

See CANDIDATES  Page 2

The Rev. Patrick Francis Healy, 
beloved chaplain at Soldiers’ 
Home, passes away at 100

See HEALY  Page 2

The Rev. Patrick Healy 
(right) listens as Eugene 
O’Flaherty reads a proc-
lamation honoring the 
Rev. Healy’s outstanding 
service to the Chelsea 
Soldiers’ Home where he 
served as chaplain.

Special to the Patriot-Bridge
Just a few weeks ago, Dr. Thomas Mulroy, 38, of Charlestown, was in Chiclayo, Peru, where he cared for indige-nous residents in a makeshift clinic in an abandoned warehouse with-out modern tools or electricity.  Making the best of rudimentary resources, he and his team pushed three chairs together to form an exam table and used a flashlight 

app and college-level Spanish to provide expert medical care to local patients, many of whom are migrant workers and families of the remote villages in Central and South America.  Seeing firsthand the disparities in healthcare access and technology in non-industrial-ized countries has inspired the pri-mary care sports medicine doctor to do more.
“The nearest hospital for most people is hours away and only 

accessible if they are lucky enough to have transportation,” says Dr. Mulroy, a North Shore Physicians Group doctor who was introduced to the volunteer program when working as an urgent care phy-sician in New York City several years ago. “In these remote com-munities, we see a lot of dietary, skeletal and muscular issues. We bring what supplies and medica-tions we can with us, but it never feels like enough. More volunteers are needed to meet people where they live and provide the care these residents need to survive.” Dr. Mulroy typically sees patients at the North Shore Physicians Group practice in Beverly, MA, which is affiliated 
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CnC CORnERThe Charlestown Neighborhood Council Development 

Committee will hold a public meeting on Wednesday, January 19, 

at 7 pm to consider the Related Beal proposal to erect a life sciences 

building at 420 Rutherford Avenue, Charlestown. The meeting will 

be held in person at the Knights of Columbus (masks required), 545 

Medford Street, Charlestown.
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Dr. Thomas Mulroy, of Charlestown, with local Peruvians from the Cusco area where he climbed Rainbow 

Mountain in between seeing patients at the clinic.

By John Lynds

The Boston Planning and Development Agency (BPDA) will be hosting a virtual Impact Advisory Group (IAG) meet-ing on the Draft Project Impact Report (DPIR) for the One Mystic Avenue project. The meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 19 from  6:00 pm to 8:00 pm and residents can log onto https://bit.ly/32DM-1Kh to participate. However, the BPDA advised that this meeting will be different from that of a traditional com-munity meeting. As part of the development review process, IAG members work closely with BPDA staff to identify the impacts of a project and recommend appro-priate community benefits to off-set those impacts. IAG meetings prioritize discussion between the developer and IAG members.Developers looking to convert a 60,089 square foot parcel in an industrial corner of Charlestown between Sullivan Square and Somerville into a 25-story mixed-use development recently filed a 

(DPIR) with the Boston Planning and Development Agency in November. 
The filing for the project at 1 Mystic Ave. triggered a public comment period under the BPDA’s Article 80 Large Project Review and residents can submit com-ments until January 26 at http://www.bostonplans.org/projects/development-projects/one-mys-tic-avenue. 

Since filing a Project Notification Form (PNF) with the BPDA back in January the devel-opers, One Mystic Owner, have made changes to the project after meetings with the community and BPDA. 
When the developer filed its PNF, they looked to construct 695 residential units in a 29 story building with ground food com-mercial space. The updated plans look to construct a 478,880-gross-square-foot, 25-story building with 639 units on the site cur-rently occupied by the BellSimons Cos. (an HVAC, refrigeration, and plumbing service), Flynn’s Auto Local doctor returns from mission trip

BPDA to hold meeting on Sullivan Square project

(Peru Pg. 8)

(BPDA Pg. 4)

By Dan Murphy

As the new City Council Pres-
ident, District 2 Councilor Ed 
Flynn is looking forward to serv-
ing in the role during the dawn 
of Mayor Michelle Wu’s new 
administration, as well as amid 
an influx of new blood into the 
City Council.

 “I’m really proud of my 
new colleagues who just start-

ed and are off to a strong start. 
They really care about the city 
and their neighborhoods. And 
I’m equally proud of the current 
councilors and look forward to 
a productive term working with 
Mayor Wu,” said Flynn, who 
was unanimously voted in as the 
new council president for a two-
year term  by his fellow council-

T H U R S D AY,  J A n U A RY  1 3 ,  2 0 2 2
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new City Council President Ed Flynn looks forward to serving during historic time for the city and for the council

(Flynn, Pg. 3)
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Chapel Street Footbridge, Riverway lit up as part of the Emerald Necklace Conservancy’s ‘Lights in the Necklace’ exhibition.

Emerald necklace Conservancy 
to bring back ‘Lights in the necklace’

Staff Report

The Emerald Necklace Con-
servancy is bringing back a won-
derful reason to visit the Emer-
ald Necklace parks this winter. 
“Lights in the Necklace” is a 
unique lighting exhibition which 

began last year and will return 
beginning February 1 and con-
tinuing through March 20, 2022.

Select bridges, and some 
trees, in the Emerald Necklace 
will be awash with an emerald 
glow. “Lights in the Necklace” 
celebrates the power of Boston 

and Brookline’s urban parks to 
bring visitors together, inspire 
and light the way in challenging 
times. Enjoy the lighting on a 
series of iconic Emerald Neck-
lace bridges, from dusk to 9pm, 
daily. Also delight in the ten 

(EmErald nEcklacE Pg. 5)

PHOTO COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTON
City Council President and 
District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

Wu, public officials 
discuss Mass/Cass

City in process of removing encampments
By Lauren Bennett

Mayor Michelle Wu held a 
press conference on January 10 
to provide updates on the public 
health crisis at Mass and Cass.

“Our efforts here at Mass 
and Cass have been driven by a 
public health and housing-led 
approach,” Wu said, adding that 
the encampments “are not a safe 
or healthy place for anyone to be 
living.” 

There is no heat or running 
water and fires have broken out 
in the area as people attempt to 
stay warm.

With this week’s frigid weath-
er especially, there are “ongoing 
issues around frostbite and hypo-
thermia as temperatures drop,” 
Wu said. 

The Wu administration has 
surveyed folks living in the Mass/

(mass/cass Pg. 3)

PHOTO BY DAN MURPHYThe entrance to the former below-grade Boston Sports Club location at 361 Newbury St., now being proposed as a future Planet Fitness out-post. See story on Page 3.

PLANET FITNESS SEEKS BSC SITE

By Dan Murphy

One day ahead of the dead-
line set by Mayor Michelle 
Wu to clear out the homeless 
encampments at Mass. and Cass, 

neighbors on hand for a virtu-
al meeting of the South End, 
Newmarket, Roxbury Working 
Group on Addiction, Recovery, 
and Homelessness on Tuesday, 
Jan.11, expressed their concerns 

that the city’s measures would 
only temporarily remedy the 
problem and the encampments, 
along with the open-air drug 

Working group meeting focuses on ongoing issues at Mass/Cass as city’s deadline looms for clearing out encampments

(Working group Pg. 4)

By John Lynds

Parents at the North End’s 
Eliot School are fuming over the 
introduction of the so-called ‘10-
point’ penalty placed on some 
high performing Boston Public 
Schools in order to level the play-

ing field for entrance to Boston’s 
exam school like Boston Latin, 
Boston Latin Academy and the 
O’Bryant. 

The Eliot, which serves many 
students from Back Bay, Beacon 
Hill, the North End, Charles-

Eliot School parents circulating petition 
to Wu over exam school entrance plan

(Eliot school Pg. 7)
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By Dan MurphyAs the new City Council Pres-
ident, District 2 Councilor Ed 
Flynn is looking forward to serv-
ing in the role during the dawn of 
Mayor Michelle Wu’s new admin-
istration, as well as amid an influx 
of new blood into the City Coun-
cil.

“I’m really proud of my new 
colleagues who just started and 
are off to a strong start. They real-
ly care about the city and their 
neighborhoods. And I’m equally 
proud of the current councilors 
and look forward to a productive 
term working with Mayor Wu,” 
said Flynn, who was unanimously 
voted in as the new council pres-
ident for a two-year term  by his 
fellow councilors during the City 
Council’s first meeting of the new 
year on Jan. 3 at City Hall’s Chris-
topher A. Iannella Chamber. The Council’s five new mem-

bers,  District 4 Councilor Brian 
Worrell, At-Large Councilor Ruth-
zee Louijeune, District 6 Councilor 
Kendra Hicks, District 7 Council-
or Tania Fernandes Anderson, and 
At-Large Councilor Erin Murphy, 

who filled Michelle Wu’s vacancy 
on the Council after Wu was elect-
ed mayor, were on hand for their 
first City Council meeting after 
being sworn in only hours earlier 
at City Hall. 

“The new City Councilors 
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Beacon Hill Civic Association Community Corner

(BHCA Pg. 3)

(Flynn Pg. 4)
EVERYONE LOVES A SLED RIDE

By Dan MurphyAs the owner of Teddy’s on the 
Hill , which is set to open before 
the end of the month in the Bow-
doin Street space that was home 
for more than a century to The 
Red Hat, Jake Nicholson is well 
aware that he has been entrusted 
with carrying on the legacy of a 
fabled Boston institution.“What we’re looking to accom-

plish when we open, first and 
foremost, is keeping the nostalgia 
of one of the most iconic spots in 
the city,” he said.  “And second, 
what can we do to give it a breath 
of fresh air for the neighborhood 
and everyone else?”Long before the inception of 

Teddy’s on the Hill, Nicholson, a 
more than 20-year veteran of the 
restaurant industry who most recently co-man-aged the now-shuttered Finn McCool’s in the Financial District, was already well acquainted with The Red Hat, which operated at 9 Bowdoin St. from 1907 until last June, as it was a popular destination for restaurant workers.

“I’ve been coming here for years,” said Nicholson. 
“Just being in the industry, it was 
one of the spots we always used to 
go come to after a game or some-
thing, so I had an idea of the what 
the potential was, and what it had 

been. I saw an opportunity for 
ownership and thought what bet-
ter spot to do it in than one of the 
most iconic bars in Boston? “If you’re going to be a bear, 

you mind as well be a grizzly,” he 
added.

Working alongside Nicholson 
at Teddy’s on the Hill is Courtney 
Nunheimer, general manager, bev-
erage director, and self-described 
“jack of all trades.”

PHOTO BY JACOB WEAVER

This was Hudson’s first time sledding in Boston Common. He recently 

turned 2 and every time we walked by Charles Street Supply Hardware 

Store he would point and mumble at the sleds out front so I got him 

this blue toboggan for Christmas and he got to try it out this weekend 

with our dog Woodstock!

COURTESY OF CITY OF BOSTON
City Council President and District 2 Councilor Ed Flynn.

New City Council President Ed Flynn looks forward to serving

Teddy’s on the Hill set to take over old Red Hat space

PHOTOS COURTESY TEDDY’S ON THE HILL AND D. MURPHY
Above, The former Red Hat space at 9 Bowdoin St., which 

will soon be home to Teddy’s on the Hill. Left, a look inside 
Teddy’s on the Hill.

(Teddy’s Pg. 5)undecorating continues this weekend!
We will continue undecorating this Saturday, Sun-

day, and Monday, January 14, 15, and 16. Thank 

you to those volunteers who began the process last 

weekend.
We would ask that you undecorate the poles you 

decorated if possible or the poles near your home. 

We’d like to use this opportunity to remove all of the 

out-of-date permits off of the poles, as well as old 

tape and tie wraps. We have clippers in the BHCA 

office that you are welcome to borrow to do this. 
Load 8-10 garlands, bows and all, into black 

contractor bags, which you can procure at Charles 
Pictured (left to right), Darci O’Brien and BHCA 

Directors and Events Committee Co-Chairs 
Michelle Lavers and Melanie Bertani help kick off 

Undecorating last weekend.

By Lauren Bennett

The Jamaica Plain Neighbor-hood Council (JPNC) met virtu-ally on January 11 for a make-up December meeting, as there was not a quorum of council members to hold a meeting in December.The Council first heard a pre-sentation from the team at SEED, 

the cannabis dispensary at 401A Centre St., which requested a change in closing hours as well as the removal of language about a shared valet
SEED Chief of Staff Tomas Gonzalez, as well as CEO April Arrasate were on hand to present the proposal and address com-ments and questions.

Arrasate said that SEED’s current hours are 11am to 8pm but their original proposal was for 10am to 10pm, so that is what they are proposing now. “We are trying to get in line with our competitors,” Arrasate said, adding that they believe the 
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Showing you...the way home in JP for decades.

Continued on page 4

By Laura PLummer

On Thursday, Jan. 6, District E13 of the Boston Police De-partment (BPD) hosted its first virtual police and community relations meeting of 2022. The monthly meeting, which is car-ried out virtually over Zoom, is an opportunity for members of the public to learn about local crime and ask questions of law 

enforcement.
At every meeting, Sgt. John Dougherty provides Part One crime data assembled by the Bos-ton Regional Intelligence Center. Part One crimes are the most se-rious, and don’t include offenses like vandalism, drug dealing or possession of firearms.Overall crime in Boston de-

autor: Laura PLummer

El jueves 6 de enero, el Dis-trito E13 del Departamento de Policía de Boston (BPD) organizó su primera reunión virtual de rel-aciones comunitarias y policiales de 2022. La reunión mensual, que se lleva a cabo virtualmente a través de Zoom, es una oportuni-dad para que los miembros del público aprendan sobre el crimen 

local y hagan preguntas sobre la aplicación de la ley.En cada reunión, el Sgto. John Dougherty proporciona datos so-bre delitos de la Parte Uno re-unidos por el Centro Regional de Inteligencia de Boston. Los delitos de la Parte Uno son los más graves y no incluyen el van-dalismo, el tráfico de drogas o la 

JP UNDER SNOW

Snow fell on JP last Friday and many residents enjoyed their time outside  around Jamaica Pond (above) or fighting the cold with some hot coffee, (right) and, of course,  playing in the snow as can be seen on Pages 4 and 5. 

JPNC discusses requests from SEED dispensary
La delincuencia disminuyó un 32 por ciento

Crime in JP down 32 percent in 2021

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 3

By John Lynds

Mayor Michelle Wu announced this month the City of Boston, in collaboration with the Core Empowerment Social Justice Cannabis Museum in Jamaica Plain, will offer a series of free introductory informational ses-sions beginning Tuesday, Janu-ary 18 on the cannabis industry and entrepreneurship for those who intend to operate a cannabis business in the City of Boston. Wu said the objective of these January sessions is to increase the number of equity owned cannabis business licensees and applicants in the City of Boston. “As we build a cannabis in-

dustry in our City, it’s crucial to uplift the communities that have lived the harms of previous mar-ijuana laws and enforcement,” said Mayor Michelle Wu. “I en-courage all interested entrepre-neurs to use these resources to ensure equitable growth for this emerging industry.”In November of 2019, the City of Boston passed an “Ordinance Establishing Equitable Regula-tion of the Cannabis Industry,” which requires the development of procedures and policies that encourage participation in the regulated cannabis industry by communities that have been dis-

City, JP Cannabis Museum offering informational sessions

Continued on page 2

FINAL 2 WEEKSFINAL 2 WEEKS
Call the office at (781) 485-0588 

with any questions

OR REACH US ONLINE AT
MDIBELLA@WINTHROPTRANSCRIPT.COM – MAUREEN DIBELLA

CHARLESTOWNADS@HOTMAIL.COM – SIOUX GEROW
DEB@REVEREJOURNAL.COM — DEB DIGREGORIO 

By Cary Shuman

The Revere City Coun-cil listened intently Mon-day night as Brian Dakin, construction manager for the new Revere High School project, gave a de-tailed presentation on all aspects of the project, from the timeline for design and construction, to the costs, and the three construction options on the table.

Dakin offered a slide presentation to comple-ment his remarks. For the parents of schoolchildren watching at home, it had to be breathtaking to view the incredible plans for the potential $394 million project. State reimburse-ment would be about $163 million.
“This was an excel-

Staff Report 

Mayor Brian M. Arrigo announced Revere will ob-serve Martin Luther King Day with “A Tribute to Martin Luther King Jr.”, a multi-faceted presentation 

is a collaboration between Revere Public Schools and the City’s Human Rights Commission that will fea-ture music, discussion, and dynamic performance.

By John Lynds

Yesterday, voters in Re-vere  and the rest of the First Suffolk & Middlesex district went to the polls and elected City Council-or Lydia Edwards to serve as their next state senator. Once sworn in Edwards will become the first wom-an and the first person of color to represent the dis-trict.  
“I am grateful to the people of Boston, Cam-

bridge, Revere and Win-throp for sending me to 
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Council hears presentation on new Revere High School project

Arrigo announces grant program to support local businesses and protect jobs

See NEWS BRIEFS Page 2

Revere residents will vote on new 
Regional high school project on Jan. 25

CHA RENAMES OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY CENTERS
Cambridge Health Al-liance (CHA) Women’s Health Centers have a new name. All three cen-ters in Cambridge, Somer-ville and Revere are now called CHA Obstetrics and Gynecology Centers. CHA Obstetrics and Gynecology Centers fo-cus on providing safe and equitable gynecological, reproductive health as well as prenatal and post-natal care. “We care about all of our patients, every day,” said Kate Harney, MD, CHA’s chief of ob-stetrics and gynecology. In 2021, CHA’s Labor, Delivery and Postpar-tum services were named among the top 100 in the country by Newsweek magazine. This recogni-tion, along with a Leap-frog A grade and distin-guished awards from the 

Looking for exceptional service?  If you are thinking of buying 

or selling call Jorge Betancur.  He has been a top selling 

agent in Revere for the past 5 years.  Put him to work for 

you TODAY!

Jorge Betancur508.677.5570Century 21 Mario Real Estate
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SCENES FROM THE FIRST SNOW OF THE YEAR

See EDWARDS Page 7

See KING Page 7

See HIGH SCHOOL Page 6

Shown above,  the public playground at the Susan B Anthony Complex was empty, filled with snow, instead of playful students Friday morning as Thursday evening’s storm continued to blanket the City Friday morning. 
Shown right, a resident awaits an Uber in the snow.Shown below, early morning on Union Street as the snow starts to pile up.

Lydia Edwards becomes Senator-Elect Edwards following election

The Independent Newspaper Group Offices will be closed onMONDAY, JANUARY 17in observation of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAYThe office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

By Cary Shuman

Northeast Regional Vocational High School Committee member An-thony Caggiano is urging Revere residents to vote on Jan. 25 in favor of the new high school project that is being planned for the current site in Wake-field.
The referendum will be held on Tuesday, Jan. 25, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., at the St. Anthony’s Church bingo hall. New Elections Commissioner Paul Fahey will oversee the election in Revere. The other 11 com-munities in the district will also be voting on Jan. 25.“The vibes that [North-east] Supt. David DiBarri and got from Mayor Brian 

Arrigo and city officials is that they seem very sup-portive of the building of a new [Northeast] high school,” said Caggiano.Caggiano said con-struction costs for the new school would be $317 million, of which the state reimbursement is $141 million. He said that Re-vere’s share of the project would be approximately $1.8 million per year for 20 years.
“The new high school would be built on top of the hill on the Northeast campus where the football field [Breakheart Stadium] is,” said Caggiano. “Once construction is finished, the old school would be demolished. We would then build new athletic 

fields on the site of the old school.”
The new Northeast Re-gional high school would have an enrollment of 1,600 students, an increase from the current enroll-ment of 1,300 students.“Revere currently has the highest enrollment 

See NE VOKE Page 5

State Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

Staff Report

Mayor Brian M. Ar-rigo and the Revere De-partment of Planning and Community Develop-ment (DPCD) announced $415,000 in Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding to es-tablish a Microenterprise 

Grant Program. The pro-gram is aimed at microen-terprises and aims to help those small entrepreneurs as they withstand the con-tinued pressures of operat-ing in a COVID environ-ment. Micro-enterprises are defined as businesses 
See GRANTS Page 5

City commemorates MLK Jr. with multi-faceted tribute

By John Lynds

It seems as though Win-
throp is not immune to the 
rising number of COVID 
cases that have affect-
ed neighboring cities and 
towns and some are reas-
sessing that bit of freedom 
we all enjoyed over the 
summer months. 

According to the Direc-
tor of the Winthrop Depart-
ment of Public Health & 
Clinical Services

Meredith Hurley, RN, 
MPH, the weekly positive 
test rate jumped 82 percent 
when comparing the week 
ending January 1 with the 
week ending December 25.

For the week ending 

January 1 3,386 Winthrop 
residents were tested for 
COVID and 15.8 percent 
were found to be positive. 
This was an 82 percent 
spike from the 8.7 percent 
that tested positive the 
week prior. 

Six percent more resi-
dents were tested for the vi-
rus during the week ending 
January 1 so it seems the 
Omnicron variant, which 
makes up nearly all new 
cases in the US, is spread-
ing rapidly through the 
town. 

The number of con-
firmed cases jumped from 
280 to 535 from Christmas 

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop School 
Committee met on Jan. 10, 
where the dominant theme 
of the evening was the un-
precedented staff and stu-
dent absences in the district.

The meeting was the first 
to be attended by newly 
elected Town Council Pres. 
James Letterie and School 
Committee member Su-
zanne Leonard. They joined 
Chairwoman Jennifer Pow-
ell, Vice Chair Julie Barrie, 
and members Gus Martucci 
and Suzanne Swope.

Supt. Lisa Howard con-
gratulated and welcomed 
the committee’s new mem-
bers, calling it “an exciting 

time to start anew.”

COVID
In her usual COVID up-

date, Supt. Howard report-
ed a level of student and 
staff absences never before 
seen in the district. The 
town had predicted a spike 
due to holiday gatherings, 
especially with the Omi-
cron variant already on the 
rise, but nothing like this.

On Monday, Jan. 3, the 
district was missing 446 
students (almost a quarter 
of all enrolled) and 20 staff. 
While the student absences 
seemed to level off in the 
following days, the staff 

Staff Report

For Kids Only After-
school (FKO) received a 
$5,000 grant award from 
East Boston Savings Bank 
Charitable Foundation for 
FKO’s scholarship program 
to cover tuition costs for 
families in need.

“We are extremely grate-
ful for this generous grant 
which expanded access to 
safe afterschool and sum-
mer enrichment activities 
for Winthrop youth,” said 

Deborah Kneeland Keegan, 
FKO Executive Director. 
100% of grant funding was 
used to provide scholarship 
assistance that allows low 
and moderate income and 
at-risk school-aged youth 
from Winthrop access to 
quality out-of-school time 
enrichment.

FKO collaborates with 
Winthrop Public Schools 
and other community and 
government partners to 
design and provide out-
of-school-time (OST) ser-

vices that meet the needs 
of local youth. Through its 
longstanding contract with 
the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Early Education 
and Care, FKO provides 
low-income families with 
subsidized programming 
and through its contract 
with Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Family and Chil-
dren’s Services, provides 
Supportive Child Care ser-
vices for children at risk 
of abuse or neglect, living 
in foster care, or exposed 
to trauma. Together, these 
collaborations help FKO 
connect Winthrop youth to 
safe, healthy enrichment 
opportunities.

With this generous fund-
ing from the East Boston 
Savings Bank Charitable 
Foundation FKO will con-

Winthrop, MA 02152 | 617-846-9900

Check out our website;   cottagehillrealestate.com

Spacious 2 Bedroom for rent
Private porch, Beautiful neighborhood $2000

Offered by: Dan ClucasDan Clucas
(617) 548-7716 30 Cottage Park Rd. U130 Cottage Park Rd. U1
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37 HORACE ST.
EAST BOSTON

Now available at The ENZO – 1, 
2 & 3 bedrooms luxury condo 

units. Bosch stainless steel 
appliances, quartz countertops 

in-unit Electrolux washer & 
dryer, engineered hardwood 

floors and so much more. With 
prices ranging from $450,000-

$850,000 

24 GRAFTON AVE.
MILTON

Charming 4-bedroom single family 
home in one of the most beautiful 
tree-lined streets in East Milton. 
This home features 8 rooms, 1.5 

bathroom, 1 detached garage, off 
street parking for 4 cars and so 

many updates. $899,900

175 MAIN ST.  
WINTHROP

The work has been done the 
space is yours in this beautifully 
renovated single-family home 
on large corner lot! $725,000

Janice Stevens
617-877-6455

231 GLADSTONE ST. 
EAST BOSTON

Don’t miss this large 2 family 
home in the desirable Orient 

Heights Section of East Boston. 
This home features 15 rooms, 7 
bedrooms & 3 full bathrooms. 

Beautiful hardwood floors 
throughout and so many more 

updates. $899,900

178 COURT RD.
 WINTHROP

Picture perfect Colonial on one 
of the most sought-after street in 

town! $799,000
Call Erica Gore at 617-699-0227 

for more information

620 SHIRLEY ST. 
WINTHROP

This legal 3-family across 
the Street from the Ocean 
with fantastic views of the 

Harbor & Boston, featuring 12 
rooms, 6 bedrooms & 4 full 

bathrooms, 3 car parking and 
so much more has just been 

listed for $749,900

143 MORTON ST 
STOUGHTON

Open House Sat. 1/15 & 
Sun. 1/16 from 11-1 PM

Amazing corner oversized 
lot two-family home with 

abundant parking and two car 
garage! This home features 
10 rooms, 6 bedrooms & 3 
full bathrooms & so many 

updates. $629,900

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET

NEW TO NEW TO 
MARKETMARKET

UNDERUNDER
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See SCHOOL COMM. Page 3

See COVID-19 Page 3

TOWN PROVIDES 
CLARIFICATION  
ON PROPERTY 
TAX BILLS

Interim Town Manager 
Terence Delehanty and the 
Town of Winthrop wish 
to provide residents with 
an update on property tax 
bills.

Due to a software er-
ror, third-quarter tax bills 
displayed a 2021 assessed 
value on tax bills rather 
than the 2022 values they 
should have displayed. 
However, the amount due 
listed on individual bills is 
correct.

The Town of Winthrop 
has engaged the Depart-
ment of Revenue’s Divi-
sion of Local Services re-
garding the error.

“We would like to apol-
ogize for any confusion 
caused by this error, and 
encourage residents to 
reach out if they have any 
questions,” Delehanty said. 
“However, they should 
rest assured that the listed 

As Omicron rages, 
WPS sees historic 
staff, student absences

www.winthropmktplace.com • 35 Revere St. Winthrop

HELP WANTED
WE ARE LOOKING FOR CASHIERS TO WORK A VARIETY OF SHIFTS INCLUDING DAYS, NIGHTS AND WEEKENDS. QUALIFIED CANDI-DATES MUST POSSESS STRONG CUSTOMER SERVICE SKILLS, BE ABLE TO MULTITASK, AND HAVE A GREAT ATTENTION TO DETAIL. INQUIRE WITHIN. ASK FOR MARC OR CHRIS.

TThhee  IInnddeeppeennddeenntt  NNeewwssppaappeerr  GGrroouupp  OOffifficceess  aarree  aavvaaiillaabbllee  bbyy  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  oonnllyy  ffoorr  tthhee  ssaaffeettyy  ooff  oouurr  ssttaaffff  aanndd  ccuussttoommeerrss..  WWee  aapppprreecciiaattee  yyoouurr  ccooooppeerraattiioonn  aatt  tthhiiss  ttiimmee..

For news or advertising Mon. - Fri. 9-5pm,PPlleeaassee  ccaallll  tthhee  ooffifficcee  778811--448855--00558888OOrr  eemmaaiill,,  ffoorr  aaddss::  ddeebb@@rreevveerreejjoouurrnnaall..ccoomm  CCeellll::  661177--669999--44119900FFoorr  nneewwss::  sstteepphheenn..qquuiigglleeyy@@rreevveerreejjoouurrnnaall..ccoomm

SScchheedduullee  aann  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  dduurriinngg  tthheessee  hhoouurrssMon —Weds 9:30 — 5 | Thurs & Fri 9:30 — 4pm385 Broadway, Revere, MA Suite 105

The Independent Newspaper Group 
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FIRST SNOWFALL OF 2022

See BRIEFS Page 6

TRASH 
DELAY

Due to the Martin Luther 
King Holiday on Monday 

January 17, 2022,
Trash will be delayed by 

one day
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

FKO Afterschool awarded $5,000 grant towards scholarships for Winthrop families in need

See FKO Page 3

Shown above, Saint John’s 
Episcopal Church on 
Bowdoin Street may have 
showed signs of a wintery 
cold day on the outside, but 
all are warmly welcomed 
inside.
Shown right, Matteo Cantu 
was out with his dad Dane, 
building a snow castle.
Shown below, residents 
make their way Winthrop’s 
boat launching ramp for a 
boat ride. See more photos 
on Page 8.

Winthrop COVID 
cases on the rise
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By John Lynds 
The COVID 19 virus continues to spread across the North End and the surrounding area with 2 out of every 10 residents tested for the virus last week turning out to be positive. Deaths from the virus 

are also rising at an alarming rate citywide as Boston hospitals deal with the latest surge. According to the weekly report released Monday by the Boston Public Health Commission (BPHC), 3,278     North End, Beacon Hill, Back Bay, West End and Downtown residents were tested and 22 percent were posi-tive. This was a 46 percent increase from the 15.1 percent that tested positive between December 27 and January 3. The weekly positive test rate is up 127 percent in the area since December 27. Seven hundred twenty-one additional residents have been infected with the virus between January 3 and January 10 and the total number of cases in the area increased to 6,419 cases overall since the pandemic began.
(COVID Pg. 3)

Armenian Heritage Park on The Greenway has a special wishing tree where visitors can place a ribbon to make 

a wish. the park is near historic Faneuil Hall between Fanueil Hall Marketplace and the North End and Boston 

Harbor in front of the Mercantile Building.

The Independent Newspaper Group Offices will be closed onMONDAY, JANUARY 17in observation of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAYThe office will reopen on Tuesday, Jan. 18
Deadlines for ads & copy is Friday, Jan. 14.

The North End Regional Review  OOffifficceess  aarree  aavvaaiillaabbllee  bbyy  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  oonnllyy  ffoorr  tthhee  ssaaffeettyy  ooff  oouurr  ssttaaffff  aanndd  ccuussttoommeerrss..  WWee  aapppprreecciiaattee  yyoouurr  ccooooppeerraattiioonn  aatt  tthhiiss  ttiimmee..For news or advertising Mon. - Fri. 9-5pm,PPlleeaassee  ccaallll  tthhee  ooffifficcee  778811--448855--00558888OOrr  eemmaaiill,,  ffoorr  aaddss::  ddeebb@@tthheebboossttoonnssuunn..ccoomm  CCeellll::  661177--669999--44119900FFoorr  nneewwss::  sstteepphheenn..qquuiigglleeyy@@rreevveerreejjoouurrnnaall..ccoomm

By John Lynds
Tuesday, voters in East Boston and the rest of the First Suffolk & Middlesex district went to the polls and elected City Councilor Lydia Edwards to serve as their next state senator. Once sworn in Edwards will become the first woman and the first person of color to represent the district.  “I am grateful to the people of Boston, Cambridge, Revere and Winthrop for sending me to Beacon Hill to fight for our communities,” said Senator-Elect Edwards. “I know how to fight for what you believe in, build a movement and win, and I am looking forward to continuing the work in the state house. When in 2014 we passed the Domestic Workers Bill of Rights, we showed the world that nannies and house cleaners can write laws: they know as workers, as women, as immigrants and people of color, about the dignity they deserve and 

they know when our government needs to do more to guarantee their rights and wellbeing.”Edwards continued, “Like so many in our communities, I know what it’s like to be unable to afford school lunch, to lose a job and panic about next month’s 

THE WISHING TREE

Senator-Elect Lydia Edwards.

(EDwarDs Pg. 11)Area’s COVID positive test rate over 20 percent

Councilor Edwards is now Senator-Elect Edwards
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ICA/Boston announces Sarah Sze as inaugural recipient of the Meraki Artist Award
New $100,000 award recognizes the achievements of women visual artists

Sarah Sze, inaugural recipient of the Meraki Artist Award

WVISIT WWW.BEACONHILLTIMES.COM

617-723-3296
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reccapainting
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JOHN J. RECCA
PAINTING
CoCommercial/Residential

Interior/Exterior
Fully Insured
Quality WorkQuality Work

Reasonable RatesReasonable Rates
Free EstimatesFree Estimates

781-241-2454

Geek For Hire

617-241-9664
617-515-2933

C  o  m  p  u  t  e  r    c  o  n  s  u  l  t  a  n  t    a  v  a  i  l  a  b  l  e    f  o  r    home or business. 

•  PC support & networking of all types with  
focus on secure Internet access (wired & wireless), 

•  broadband router & firewall technology, 
• virus detection/prevention,  
• spam control & data security/recovery.

ServiceS include:
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John Alden Pope, 
79, died unexpectedly 
on February 23, 2025 
less than one block 
from his Beacon Hill 

home while walking his beloved 
West Highland Terrier, “Sir Wil-
liam Wallace.”

He is survived by his wife of 42 
years, Nancy Mabrey Pope; his 
children: John Jr., Chynna, and 
Remington; grandchildren: Kari-
na, Sarina, Antonio Jr., Christina 
Da Rosa and was predeceased by 
his daughter, Sarah Da Rosa.

John loved his dog walks, 
especially for his morning coffee 
at Cobblestones. His smile and 
engaging conversation charmed 
tourists and neighbors. He was 
genuinely interested in connecting 
with people.

John was born in Boston, 
raised in Hingham and Colorado 
Springs. He was predeceased by 
his parents, William and Caroline, 
and his brothers, Walter, Bill, and 
Tom.

John was an exemplary athlete 

as a standout ice hockey player at 
Palmer High School, New Hamp-
ton School, and Boston Universi-
ty, as well as playing competitive 
tennis and golf. John served in 
the Army Special Forces (Green 
Berets) as a radio operator for the 
airborne division. He fought in 
the Vietnam War and was award-
ed the National Defense Service 
Medal and the Parachute Badge.

The pride and greatest accom-
plishment of John’s life was cele-
brating and supporting his chil-
dren. The loss of his father when 
John was only 14 inspired him to 
treasure every moment with his 
own family. He coached his boys 
at Charlestown Youth Hockey, 
served on the board of The Skat-
ing Club of Boston, and traveled 
all over the country to Villanova 
University’s lacrosse games cheer-
ing on his beloved Wildcats.

John was known for his memo-
rable speeches and intense loyalty. 
A Celebration of John’s Life will 
be held at Church of the Advent, 
30 Brimmer St, Boston, MA 
02108 on Friday, April 25, 2025 
at 2 p.m. Memorial donations 
may be made in his honor to The 
Head Strong Project to support 
veterans battling PTSD

https://theheadstrongproject.
org or Charlestown Youth Hockey

Association at https://
www.cyha.com/about/donate-
now/13671

Antonio’s.................................. 288 Cambridge St.
Simmon’s Liquors  	������������������ 210 Cambridge St.
Jobi Liquors.............................. 170 Cambridge St.
7-Eleven.................................... 122 Cambridge St.
West End Library...................... 151 Cambridge St.
Charles St. Liquors	������������������������143 Charles St.
U.S. Post Office	������������������������������136 Charles St.
Gary Drug........................................53 Charles St.
Bank of America	������������������������������39 Charles St.
Charles St. Supply	����������������������������54 Charles St.
Cobblestones....................................30 Charles St.
DeLuca’s...........................................11 Charles St.
Nuts Factory	�����������������������������������������Charles St.
Beacon Hill Wine 	���������������������������������Charles St.
UPS .......................................................Charles St.
Remax 119 	������������������������������������������Charles St.
Cheers............................................... 84 Beacon St.
Emerson Place................................ 10 Blossom St.
Beacon Hill Market	�������������������������� 61 Anderson 
Beacon Capitol Market	��������������������30 Myrtle St.
City Convenience	���������������������������  23 Beacon St.
Capital Coffee House	����������������� 122 Bowdoin St.
Richdal Food......................Beacon & Bowdoin St.
River House................................. 145 Pinckney St.
West End Place............................. 150 Stanford St.

Beacon Hill Times 
Pick-Up Locations

8 Whittier Place
6 Whittier Place
150 Stanford St.

1 Longfellow
4 Longfellow
5 Longfellow

2 Hawthorne Place
3 Hawthorne Place
9 Hawthorne Place

Emerson Place
4 Emerson Place

1 Emerson Place
0 Emerson Place

45 Temple St.
10 Bowdoin St.
122 Bowdoin St.
144 Bowdoin St.
130 Bowdoin St.

45 Myrtle St.
19 Myrtle St.

65 Martha Rd.

Apartment Building locations:

To place a memoriam 
please call 781-485-0588

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
North Washington Street Bridge

The Construction Look-Ahead  
through March 29 for the North 
Washington Street Bridge is as fol-
lows:

Scheduled Work
• West sidewalk concrete place-

ments
• West bridge deck waterproof-

ing
• Marine fender pile concrete 

fill
• Lovejoy walkway precast 

plank installation
• FRP fascia screening installa-

tion
Work Hours

• Monday through Friday from 
6 a.m. to 6 p.m.

• Saturday from 6 a.m. to 2 
p.m.

Travel Tips
For everyone using the east 

sidewalk of the new bridge, please 
help share the space: walk to the 
right, walk bikes, and be mindful 
of people coming from both direc-

tions, if walking in a large group.
Drivers should take care to pay 

attention to all signage and move 
carefully through the work zone. 
Police details, lane markings, tem-
porary barriers, traffic cones, sig-
nage, and other tools will be used 
to control traffic and create safe 
work zones.

The Tudor Wharf Walkway 
(under the bridge next to the 
water in Paul Revere Park) will 
be intermittently closed for safety 
during construction operations, 
with access provided via the Water 
Street underpass. The Boston Har-
borwalk under the bridge and 
eastern/harborside bridge side-
walk remain closed until rebuilt.

The contractor is coordinating 
with the TD Garden and local 
police to provide awareness and 
manage traffic impacts during 
events. For your awareness, the 
following TD Garden events are 
scheduled during this look-ahead 

period:
• Other events: March 20 at 

4 p.m., March 20 at 7:30 p.m., 
March 21 at 7:30 p.m., March 26 
at 12 p.m., March 26 at 6:45 p.m., 
March 27 at 11 a.m., March 27 
at 6:15 p.m., March 28 at 11:15 
a.m., March 28 at 6 p.m., March 
29 at 1:30 p.m., and March 29 at 
6 p.m.

How can I find more informa-
tion?

Stay up-to-date and informed 
by following @MassDOT on X, 
formerly known as Twitter, and 
Mass 511 for real-time updates, 
visiting the project website, or 
emailing us with any questions.

You can also sign up to receive 
project updates via email by click-
ing this link.

Project website: Mass.
g o v / n o r t h - w a s h i n g -
ton-street-bridge-replacement

Project email: NorthWashing-
tonStreet@dot.state.ma.us

John Alden Pope
April 28, 1945 - February 23, 2025

OBITUARIES



PA G E  1 5M ar  c h  2 1 ,  2 0 2 5 T H E  B E A C O N  H I L L  T I M E S

The woman in the last clue is part of sculptor, Robert Shaw’s Irish 
Famine Memorial in front of 24 School Street. The memorial is part 
of Boston’s Irish Heritage train, a three-mile, self-guided walking tour 
highlighting the city’s Irish American heritage.

Do you have a favorite building or detail you would like featured? 
Email Penny@BostonZest.com with your suggestion.

THIS WEEK'S CLUE

Attention to Detail
Photos and Text By Penny Cherubino

THIS WEEK'S ANSWER

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS	 PRICE
BACK BAY
Dlmc World Headquaters LL	 Ivy St Investments LLC	 160 Commonwealth Ave #U3    	 $2,700,000  
Dlmc World Headquaters LL	 Ivy St Investments LLC	 160 Commonwealth Ave #U3A 	 $2,700,000 
Haley, Christopher K	 193 Marlborough St Nt  	 193 Marlborough St #1      	 $2,150,000  
Cummins, Evan          	 St George, Britt E     	 73 Marlborough St #6         	 $3,250,000  
Garaventi, Lois	 Ganj Hld LLC	 416 Commonwealth Ave #201    	 $1,450,000  
Sax, Melissa J          	 Hatiboglu, Yaman I	 353 Marlborough St #3     	 $1,460,000 
433 Marlborough St 1 Rt  	 Patricia H Wynn 2016 T  	 433 Marlborough St #1     	 $3,650,000  

BEACON HILL
Price, Nikolas	 Beacon St Ventures LLC	 21 Beacon St #2F          	 $575,000  
Bedingfield, Marvin B     	 De Velde, Frans V	 2 Hawthorne Pl #14M         	 $730,000  
Munson, Deborah           	 6 Whttier Pl LLC	 6 Whittier Pl #12K         	 $430,000  
Plluska, Aldi	 Harter, Rita S         	 8 Whittier Pl #6F     	 $490,000  

BAY VILLAGE/SOUTH END/KENMORE
Littman, Kevin	 Poulios, Philip S    	 566 Columbus Ave #102         	 $1,700,000  
36 Concord Sq Unit A Rt 	 Steven J Pica 2016 RET 	 36 Concord Sq #A       	 $2,205,000  
Chen, Min	 Maronski, Lisa M	 139 E Berkeley St #301        	 $779,000  
Killian, James M	 Quinn South End LLC     	 370-380 Harrison Ave #14B     	 $2,024,000  
Nussbaum, Mark S         	 Quinn South End LLC	 370-380 Harrison Ave #PH2C  	 $2,049,000  
Stowe, Barbara G      	 Shonkoff Ft        	 477 Harrison Ave #5A        	 $2,975,000  
Deng, Jin W            	 Rb Equities LLC	 7 Parker St #3           	 $790,000  
Mcmanus, Allie          	 Tretyak-Odinets, Valeria	 104 Pembroke St #3          	 $1,840,000
Maximov, Viacheslav	 Beraja, Martin A    	 505 Shawmut Ave #4       	 $839,818  
Hootie Stuart RET       	 Hatfield, Jeffrey    	 430 Stuart St #30C       	 $7,700,000 
Husid, Jamie           	 Killian, James M	 15 Taylor St               	 $2,275,000 
Aitken, Christopher S   	 Li, Xi	 600 Tremont St #2        	 $2,150,000 
Stanton, Allison C      	 Rich, Edward	 198 W Springfield St #4     	 $1,700,550  
Sarna, Takshila	 Finn, Allen        	 1948-1950 Washington St #3D   	 $850,000  
White, Deborah	 Leadership Alliance Intl	 1948-1950 Washington St #4C 	 $975,000 
Afzali, Ismat	 Negroski, Alex      	 3531 Washington St #316     	 $940,000  
Cheng, Karen	 Diozzi, Matthew T	 9 Appleton St #302        	 $975,000  
Larchevesque, Nicholas	 Tjre Investments LLC	 69 Church St #2          	 $1,250,000  
Ambigapathi, Vanathi    	 Fpg Lagrange Owner One L	 55 Lagrange St #809            	 $760,000  
Desantis, Connor         	 Freliech, Michael A    	 15 Lawrence St #2          	 $1,335,000   
Hootie Stuart RET         	 Hatfield, Jeffrey     	 430 Stuart St #30C        	 $7,700,000   
Quinn, Anthony G     	 Wambach, Robert     	 430 Stuart St #26B          	 $2,700,000  
Raffles Thirty Four D LLC	 Ts Residences Hld LLC	 430 Stuart St #34D          	 $9,900,000 
Jill Werner 2001 Lt     	 Tatelman, Mark	 505 Tremont St #810    	 $2,900,000  
Sandoval, Shane          	 121 Warren LLC	 121 Warren Ave            	 $4,350,000  
Chang, Jessica          	 Mason, Sophia	 72 Warren Ave #101        	 $194,088  

WATERFRONT/DOWNTOWN
Souza, Marcio	 Coleman Ft          	 3 Avery St #302              	 $585,000  
Mirabella, Steven	 Shea John T Est      	 357 Commercial St #518       	 $735,000  
5906 Winthrop LLC	 Mcaf Winthrop LLC	 240 Devonshire St #5906      	 $4,955,000  
Mattuchio, Paul	 Mcaf Winthrop LLC	 240 Devonshire St #4809       	 $3,080,000  
King, Mary	 Fincham Christopher J Es	 85 E India Row #16C           	 $918,000  
Whitney, Chang-Hong	 Lawrence, Edward P	 85 E India Row #15E            	 $815,000   
Rietkerk, Bart W       	 Powers, Ryan          	 210 South St #11-4           	 $1,100,000   
Sternberg FT         	 Cynthia Lee Rawson T   	 151 Tremont St #18G         	 $644,500  
Wang, Ruoyu           	 Maple Leaf Properties LL	 580 Washington St #1103     	 $1,757,500
Hooper St Holdings LLC	 20 Rowes Wharf Unit 702 	 20 Rowes Wharf #702         	 $1,800,000  
Keating, Gerard K       	 Angela M Moore T    	 45 Province St #1906    	 $1,685,000  
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outside.
• Activity level – Decrease in 

exploration or play with toys or 
family members.

• Anxiety – Increased anxiety 
when separated from guardians, 
more reactive or fearful, and pace 
and wander more.

• Learning/memory – Decreased 
ability to perform tasks and learn 
new ones.

As with human dementia, your 
veterinarian will note the symp-
toms you report and diagnose 
by exclusion. A careful physical 
examination and bloodwork can 
rule out other causes for the chang-
es you’re seeing. The good news is 
that several FDA-approved medi-
cations can slow the disease today.

Actions and Resources
We can take steps to promote 

healthier aging. By increasing 
exercise, you protect your dog 
from CCD, and by doing it togeth-
er, you protect yourself. It’s a win-
win situation. Always consult 
both your doctors before starting 
any significant change in exercise 
routines.

Certified Veterinary Behaviorist 
Dr. Lore Haug has said, “A lot of 
old dogs get what I call the ‘shrink-
ing world’ syndrome.” “Their 
owners get in a rut with them; they 
start walking the dog less... and 
they don’t train the dog or teach 
him tricks. The dog doesn’t get as 
much stimulation and enrichment 
— maybe they stop taking the dog 
to the dog park — and there’s a 

significant decline in mental and 
physical challenges.”

Loss of sensory input increases 
the danger of dementia in humans. 
That’s why seniors must have their 
hearing tested and use hearing 
aids as recommended. Scientists 
are working on hearing aids for 
dogs, and corrective eye surgery 
for dogs is now standard. How-
ever, as guardians, we can ensure 
we are aware of and provide the 
necessary care to prevent ear and 
eye infections from causing deaf-
ness and blindness. 

Routines are essential to dogs 
suffering from CCD. Knowing 
what is going to happen and when 
can lessen anxiety. If house train-
ing is an issue, you can try more 
frequent walks or see if the dog 
can learn to use pads inside. Puppy 
proof your home to prevent stress 
when mistakes happen.

Finally, Eileen Anderson’s book 
Remember Me? Loving and Car-
ing for a Dog with Canine Cog-
nitive Dysfunction addresses the 
problem of dog dementia and 
offers sound advice to those who 
notice changes in an older dog’s 
behavior. 

Do you have a question or topic 
for City Paws? Email Penny@Bos-
tonZest.com with your request.

Brewster & Berkowitz  
Real Estate

121 Mt. Vernon Street • Boston, Massachusetts 02108 
www.brewberk.com 

617.367.0505

Ron Berkowitz
Mary Dunlavey

Sally Brewster
Betsey Barrett

Sales Rentals

By Penny & Ed Cherubino

If you’ve been fortunate enough 
to have a life filled with wonder-
ful companion animals, you have 
experienced the sadness of aging 
and perhaps developed your own 
assistive and coping mechanisms. 
As we provide better care for our 
furry friends, they live longer and 
experience some of the same prob-
lems of age that we humans face. 

We experienced the loss of cog-
nitive function or Canine Cog-
nitive Dysfunction (CCD) with 
our second Westie, Maggie Mae. 
In her case, the change happened 
suddenly with an episode of Ves-
tibular Syndrome. She did recover 
from the dizzy, sick symptoms, 
but she never regained her previ-

ous level of cognitive abilities.

Symptoms
The Whole Dog Journal report-

ed that Veterinarians use the acro-
nym DISHAAL to describe typical 
symptoms of CCD. The letters 
stand for:

●	 Disorientation – Exam-
ples include getting lost in familiar 
places or becoming trapped in cor-
ners.

• Interactions—Changes in 
how or whether the dog interacts 
with its people. These include 
becoming clingy, irritable, fearful, 
or aggressive with strangers.

• Sleep – Changes in sleep pat-
terns or vocalizing at night.

• Housetraining – Increased 
house-soiling or failing to go when 

City Paws

Doggie dementia

You can do a lot to prevent dementia in your older dog. (Photo by Madalyn Cox)
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CALL  781-485-0588
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Experience Matters, 
and So Do Results. 

#1 IN BEACON HILL, MOST UNITS SOLD 
FOR THE SECOND YEAR IN A ROW 

Looking to buy or sell? Reach out to Beacon Hill's number 
#1 agents, most units sold 2023 and 2024! Whether 

you're considering a move, or just looking for 
neighborhood guidance, turn to experts you can trust. 

For a complimentary market analysis, contact us today. 

Rebecca Davis Tulman 
617.510.5050 

Leslie Singleton Adam 
617.901.3664 

BeckyAndLeslie@GibsonSIR.com 
66 Beacon Street, Second Floor, Beacon Hill, 02108 

Source: MLSPin 2024. 
Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated. 


